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INTRODUCTORY   NOTE 

THE  following  extracts  from  ancient  Fran- 
ciscan writings  are  intended  to  set  forth 
the  most  characteristic  features  of  the  life  and 
teaching  of  S.  Francis  of  Assisi,  and  the  effect  of 
that  life  and  teaching  upon  his  first  disciples. 
The  extracts  have  been  translated  expressly  for 
this  work,  and  in  consequence  of  the  space-limit 
imposed  (one  page  for  every  day  of  the  year)  it 
has  been  sometimes  found  necessary  to  resort  to 
compression  and  abridgment  of  the  originals.  In 
some  cases  it  has  been  found  advisable  to  com- 
bine narratives  from  more  than  one  source  (see, 
for  instance,  the  extract  for  March  i).  With 
regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  extracts,  those 
relating  to  S.  Francis'  life  in  the  world,  to  the 
period  of  his  conversion,  and  to  the  early  days  of 
his  ministry,  have  been  placed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  book,  and  those  relating  to  his  fast  of  forty 
days  on  the  mountain  of  La  Verna,  and  to  his  last 
illness  and  death,  have  been  assigned  to  the  early 
autumn,  the  time  of  year  when  these  events 
occurred.  With  these  exceptions  the  extracts 
have  not  been  arranged  on  any  system  ;  where, 
however,  an  extract  had  a  special  appropriate- 


ness  for  a  particular  day  it  has  been  assigned  to 
that  day  (e.g.,  March  25,  December  25).  A  word 
of  explanation  is  needed  in  reference  to  the 
'  Works  of  S.  Francis,'  from  which  a  good  many 
of  the  extracts  are  taken,  since  the  title  is  some- 
what of  a  misnomer.  The  book  in  question  is  a 
compilation  made  by  Father  Luke  Wadding,  and 
was  first  published  at  Antwerp  in  1623.*  I^  con- 
sists (i)  of  compositions  written  by  S.  Francis  or 
ascribed  to  him  ;  (2)  of  extracts  from  ancient 
authorities  and  records  setting  forth  his  sayings 
and  doings.  The  actual  writings  of  S.  Francis 
are  (as  one  would  expect)  of  very  small  bulk,  and 
in  the  present  volume  those  extracts  which  are 
taken  from  such  of  them  as  are  included  as 
genuine  in  the  edition  edited  by  Father  Lemmens, 
and  published  by  the  College  of  S.  Bonaventura 
(Quaracchi,  near  Florence)  in  1904,  are  dis- 
tinguished by  an  asterisk.  The  text  of  Father 
Lemmens  has  been  followed  in  some  cases  in 
preference  to  that  of  Wadding. 

It  may  be  stated  for  the  benefit  of  any  readers 
to  whom  the  subject  is  new,  and  who  may  wish 
to  follow  it  up  further,  that  several  of  the  most 
important  works  relating  to  S.  Francis  are 
accessible  in  good  English  translations.     Of  the 

*  The  reprint  of  it,  entitled  Optcscoli  di  S,  Francesco 
(VAssisi^  edited  by  Fr.  Bernardo  da  Fivizzano,  and  published 
(with  Italian  translation)  at  Florence  in  1880,  is  the  edition 
to  which  references  are  given  in  the  present  volume. 
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speculum  Perfectionis  (Mirror  of  Perfection), 
which  was  first  published  as  an  independent 
work  by  M.  Paul  Sabatier  in  1898,  there  are 
two  English  translations — one  by  Dr.  Sebastian 
Evans  (D.  Nutt),  the  other  by  Mr.  R.  Steele 
(Dent  and  Co.  :  Temple  Classics).  Translations 
of  the  Legenda  trium  Sociorum  (Legend  of  S. 
Francis  by  the  Three  Companions),  of  the  Sacrum 
Commercium,  of  the  Fioretti,  and  of  the  Life  by 
S.  Bona  Ventura,  have  also  appeared  in  the  Temple 
Classics,  and  a  translation  of  the  Fioretti  is  also 
published  in  Methuen's  '  Standard  Library.'  The 
compiler  of  the  present  work  is  preparing  a 
translation  of  the  Lives  of  S.  Francis  by  Thomas 
of  Celano,  from  which  a  large  number  of  the 
extracts  in  this  volume  are  taken. 

Finally,  it  may  be  added  that  in  this  book 
the  word  '  Religion  '  is  frequently  used  in  the 
technical  sense  of  a  religious  Order ;  that  a 
'  Religious  '  means  a  person  bound  by  the  vows 
of  a  religious  Order  ;  that  the  Order  of  Preachers 
is  the  Dominican  Order  ;  that  the  Superior  of  a 
Franciscan  convent  was  called  the  Warden 
(Guardianus),  while  the  Custodian  (Gustos)  had 
the  oversight  of  a  group  of  convents,  the  Pro- 
vincial Minister  that  of  a  province  (which  might 
be  co-extensive  with  a  whole  country — e.g.y  the 
province  of  England),  and  the  Minister-General 
that  of  the  whole  Order. 
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LIST  OF  ABBREVIATIONS 

An.  Fr, — Analecta  Franciscana  (Chronicles  and  other  docu- 
ments relating  to  Franciscan  history,  published  by  the 
College  of  S.  Bonaventura  at  Quaracchi,  near  Florence). 

Bonaventura. — The  life  of  S.  Francis,  by  S.  Bonaventura. 

I  Cel.f  2  C^/.— The  first  and  second  lives  of  S.  Francis,  by 
Thomas  of  Celano  (ed.  P.  Kduardus  Alenconiensis ; 
Rome,  1906.  The  references  are  to  the  numbered  para- 
graphs in  this  edition). 

Eccleston. — Thomas  of  Eccleston's  Liber  de  adventu  Minoruin 
in  Angliam  (Monumenta  Franciscana,  Rolls  Series, 
London,  1858). 

/^iofr^/i.— Passerini's  edition  of  the  Fioretti  (Florence,  1903). 

Opusc. — Opuscoli  di  S.  Francesco  (see  note  on  p.  vi.). 

3  Soc. — Legenda  triuni  Sociorum  (ed.  Faloci  Pulignani, 
Foligno,  1898). 

S.  C— Sacrum  Commercium  B.  Francisci  (ed.  P.  Bduardus 
Alenconiensis,  Rome,  1900). 

5".  P. — Speculum  Perfectionis  (ed.  Sabatier,  Paris,  1898). 

Ditto  Redactio  I. — Fr.  Lemmens'  edition  of  a  shorter  form  of 
the  5".  -P.,  Quaracchi,  1901. 


PRINCIPAL  DATES  IN  S.  FRANCIS'  LIFE 

1 182.  Birth  of  S.  Francis. 
1202-1203.  Captivity  at  Perugia. 
1204- 1206.  Conversion  from  the  world. 

1207-1209.  Repairs  the  churches  of  S.  Damian  and  S.  Maria 
de  Portiuncula  (S.  Maria  degli  Angeli). 

1209.  Begins  to  preach :  is  joined  by  the  first  brethren. 

1 2 10.  With  eleven  brethren  he  receives  the  tonsure  at  Rome. 

His  Rule  verbally  approved  by  Pope  Innocent  III. 

1 21 1.  S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula  given  by  the  Benedictines  for 

the  use  of  S.  Francis  and  his  brethren. 

1217.  The  brethren  first  sent  to  preach  in  foreign  countries. 
S.  Francis  pleads  his  cause  before  Pope  Honorius  III. 

1219-1220.  Visit  to  Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land. 

1220,  September  22.  Bull  of  Honorius  III.  imposing  a  year's 
novitiate  on  all  who  would  enter  the  Order. 
Michaelmas.  S.  Francis  resigns  his  office  of  Minister- 
General  ;  the  Order  passes  under  the  control  of  the 
Holy  See. 

1223,  November  29.  The  Rule,  after  having  undergone  various 

modifications,  is  confirmed  by  Bull  of  Honorius  III. 

1224,  August  15  to  September  30.  The  forty  days'  fast  on  La 

Verna. 
1226,  October  Z'  Death  of  S.  Francis. 
1228,  July  26.  His  canonization  by  Pope  Gregorj^  IX. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  BIRTH  AND  EARLY  DAYS 

FRANCIS,  a  native  of  the  city  of  Assisi, 
which  is  situated  on  the  border  of  the 
valley  of  Spoleto,  was  first  called  John  by  his 
mother  ;  but  by  his  father  (then  returning  from 
France),  in  whose  absence  he  had  been  bom,  he 
was  afterwards  called  Francis.  When  he  was 
grown  up,  and  become  a  man  of  subtle  wit,  he 
followed  his  father's  calling — namely,  trade — ^but 
in  a  very  different  manner,  being  merrier  and 
more  open-handed  than  he,  given  to  sports  and 
singing,  going  about  the  city  of  Assisi  by  day  and 
night  accompanied  by  men  like  himself.  He 
was  so  extravagant  in  spending  that  all  he 
could  get  and  gain  he  consumed  in  feasting  and 
other  things :  on  which  account  he  was  many 
times  taken  to  task  by  his  parents,  who  told 
him  that  he  spent  so  largely  on  himself  and 
others  that  he  seemed  not  to  be  their  son,  but 
the  son  of  some  great  Prince.  .  .  .  But  his  mother, 
when  her  neighbours  talked  about  his  prodi- 
gality, would  answer  :  '  What  is  it  you  think  of 
my  son  ?  He  shall  be  a  son  of  God  yet,  through 
grace.' — 3  Soc.  2. 


JANUARY  I 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  BEGGAR 

FRANCIS  had  a  kind  of  natural  courtesy  in 
his  ways  and  words,  and  never  said  an 
unkind  or  unseemly  word  to  anyone.  Nay,  more, 
though  he  was  a  merry  and  wanton  youth,  he 
determined  to  give  no  answer  to  any  who  spoke 
unseemly  words  to  him.  In  consequence  of  this, 
his  fame  so  spread  over  almost  the  whole  province 
that  many  who  knew  him  said  that  he  would  do 
some  great  thing.  .  .  .  Though  he  was  in  trade, 
he  was  a  very  frivolous  spender  of  worldly 
wealth  ;  but  one  day,  when  he  was  about  his 
business  in  the  shop  where  he  used  to  sell,  a 
poor  man  came  to  him  asking  alms  for  the  love 
of  God.  Held  back  by  greed  of  riches  and  care 
of  business,  he  refused  alms  to  the  beggar.  But 
the  grace  of  God  looked  on  him,  and  he  accused 
himself  of  great  churlishness,  saying  :  '  If  the 
poor  man  had  asked  thee  for  something  for  the 
sake  of  a  great  Count  or  Baron,  thou  wouldst 
surely  have  given  him  what  he  asked  for.  How 
much  rather,  then,  oughtest  thou  to  have  done 
it  for  the  sake  of  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
all  !'  And  on  account  of  this  he  determined 
thenceforth  never  to  refuse  anything  asked  of 
him  for  the  sake  of  so  great  a  Lord. — 3  Soc.  3. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  CAPTIVITY  AT  PERUGIA 

ONCE,  when  there  was  war  between  Perugia 
and  Assisi,  Francis,  with  many  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was 
kept  with  them  in  captivity  at  Perugia.  How- 
ever, as  he  was  of  noble  bearing,  he  was  im- 
prisoned with  the  Knights.  One  day,  when  his 
fellow-prisoners  were  gloomy,  he,  being  of  a 
naturally  cheerful  and  merry  disposition,  seemed 
not  to  be  gloomy,  but  to  be  in  some  sort  rejoicing. 
One  of  his  companions  chode  with  him  for  this, 
and  told  him  he  was  behaving  like  a  madman 
to  rejoice  even  when  in  prison.  Francis  replied 
with  warmth  :  *  What  is  it  you  think  about  me  ? 
I  shall  be  adored  all  over  the  world.' 

And  when  one  of  the  Knights  in  whose  com- 
pany he  had  been  put  had  done  a  wrong  to  one 
of  his  fellow-captives,  and  on  that  account  all 
the  others  were  refusing  to  associate  with  the 
wrong-doer,  Francis  alone  did  not  deny  him  his 
company,  but  urged  the  others  to  act  likewise. 
At  the  end  of  a  year  peace  was  once  more  made 
between  the  two  cities,  and  Francis  and  the 
other  prisoners  returned  to  Assisi. — 3  Soc,  4. 
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S.  FRANCIS  DETERMINES  TO  WIN  HIS  BRIDE 

ONE  evening  [while  still  in  the  world]  Francis 
was  appointed  by  his  fellow-revellers  as 
their  chief,  so  that  he  might  spend  their  contribu- 
tions as  he  pleased.  Accordingly  (as  he  had 
often  done),  he  had  a  sumptuous  feast  prepared  ; 
and  when  they  left  the  house,  his  companions 
went  before  him  together,  and  passed  through  the 
city  singing,  while  he,  bearing  a  wand  in  his 
hand  as  their  chief,  came  a  little  behind  them, 
not  singing,  but  deep  in  thought.  And  suddenly 
the  Lord  visited  him,  and  his  heart  was  filled 
with  such  sweetness  that  he  could  neither  speak 
nor  move.  .  .  .  But  when  his  companions  looked 
behind  them  and  saw  that  he  was  so  far  away 
from  them,  they  turned  back,  and,  filled  with 
awe,  perceived  that  he  had  already  been  changed, 
as  it  were,  into  another  man.  Then  they  ques- 
tioned him,  saying  :  '  What  wast  thou  thinking 
of  that  thou  didst  not  come  after  us  ?  Perhaps 
thou  wast  thinking  of  taking  a  wife  ?'  '  You 
have  said  the  truth,'  he  eagerly  replied,  '  for  I 
have  thought  to  take  a  nobler,  richer,  and  fairer 
bride  than  you  ever  saw.'  And  they  mocked 
him.  But  this  he  said,  not  of  himself,  but  in- 
spired by  God  :  for  that  bride  was  the  true 
Religion  that  he  embraced,  nobler,  richer,  and 
fairer  than  all  others,  through  poverty. — 3  Soc.  7. 
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S.  FRANCIS  AND  HIS  MOTHER 

WHEN  in  the  absence  of  his  father  Francis 
remained  at  home,  even  if  he  was 
eating  alone  in  the  house  with  his  mother,  he 
would  cover  the  table  with  loaves  of  bread  as 
if  he  were  preparing  for  the  whole  family  ;  and 
when  his  mother  asked  him  why  he  was  putting 
so  many  loaves  on  the  table,  he  answered  that 
he  did  so  in  order  to  give  alms  to  the  poor, 
because  he  had  determined  to  give  to  anyone 
who  asked  alms  for  the  sake  of  God.  His  mother, 
who  loved  him  above  her  other  children,  bore 
with  him  in  such  things,  and  observed  his  doings, 
greatly  wondering  thereat  in  her  heart  ;  for, 
whereas  he  had  been  wont  to  set  his  heart  on 
going  after  his  companions  when  they  invited 
him,  and  had  been  so  attracted  by  their  com- 
pany that  he  would  many  times  rise  from  table 
even  if  he  had  only  eaten  a  little,  leaving  his 
parents  in  distress  on  account  of  his  hasty  de- 
parture, now  his  whole  heart  was  fixed  on 
looking  out  for  the  poor,  or  on  hearing  of  any  to 
whom  he  might  give  alms. — 3  Soc.  9. 
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S.  FRANCIS  CHANGES  CLOTHES  WITH  A  BEGGAR 

IT  happened  that  Francis,  after  he  had  become 
changed  by  grace,  though  still  wearing  the 
habit  of  the  world,  .  .  .  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
Rome.  On  entering  S.  Peter's  church,  he  noticed 
that  the  offerings  made  by  some  were  paltry,  and 
said  to  himself  :  '  vSince  the  chief  of  the  Apostles 
should  be  splendidly  honoured,  why  do  these 
people  make  such  small  offerings  in  the 
church  wherein  his  body  rests  ?'  And  so,  with 
great  fervour,  he  put  his  hand  into  his  purse, 
drew  it  out  full  of  coins,  and,  throwing  them 
through  the  grating  of  the  altar,  made  such  a 
din  that  all  the  bystanders  were  amazed  at  so 
splendid  an  offering.  Then  he  went  out  in 
front  of  the  church  doors,  where  there  were  many 
poor  people  come  to  ask  alms,  stealthily  borrowed 
the  rags  of  a  poor  man,  took  off  his  own  clothes, 
put  on  the  rags,  and  stood  with  the  other  poor 
people  on  the  steps  of  the  church,  asking  alms 
in  French  :  for  he  was  fond  of  talking  French, 
though  he  could  not  do  so  correctly.  Then  he 
put  off  the  rags,  resumed  his  own  clothes,  went 
back  to  Assisi,  and  began  to  pray  the  Lord  to 
direct  his  way* — 3  Soc.  10. 


JANUARY  6 


S.  FRANCIS  RENOUNCES  HIS  EARTHLY 
FATHER 

r  T7RANCIS  had  sold  some  of  his  father's  goods 
r  and  offered  the  purchase-money  to  the 
priest  of  S.  Damian  for  the  service  of  God] ;  where- 
fore his  father  brought  him  before  the  Bishop  of 
Assisi  that  he ,  might  renounce  his  inheritance 
and  give  up  all  that  he  had.  Francis,  the  true 
lover  of  poverty,  showed  his  readiness  to  do  this, 
and  in  the  Bishop's  presence  laid  aside  his 
clothes,  and  restored  them  with  the  money  to  his 
father.  It  was  found  that  beneath  his  choice 
apparel  he  had  been  wearing  sack-cloth  next  his 
skin.  Then,  intoxicated  with  wondrous  fervour 
of  spirit,  Francis  put  off  even  his  drawers,  and, 
being  entirely  naked,  said  to  his  father,  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  company  :  '  Hitherto  have  I 
called  thee  my  father  on  earth  ;  but  henceforth  I 
may  confidently  say,  "  Our  Father  who  art  in 
heaven,"  for  in  Him  I  have  put  all  my  trust.' 
Then  his  father  arose,  took  all  the  clothes  and 
the  money,  and  carried  them  home.  But  the 
Bishop,  greatly  marvelHng  at  Francis'  steadfast- 
ness, took  him  in  his  arms  and  covered  him  with 
his  own  mantle. — Bonaventura  ii.  4  ;  3  Soc.  20. 


JANUARY   7 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  LEPER 

rT~\URING  the  time  of  his  conversion],  when 
JLy  Francis  was  praying  fervently  to  the 
Lord  one  day,  he  received  this  answer  :  '  Francis, 
thou  must  despise  and  hate  all  the  things  thou 
hast  loved  after  the  flesh  and  hast  desired  to 
have,  if  thou  wilt  do  My  will ;  but  if  thou  begin 
to  do  this,  the  things  which  seemed  to  thee  sweet 
and  delightful  before  shall  be  intolerable  and 
bitter  to  thee  ;  and  from  the  things  from 
which  thou  didst  shrink  before  thou  shalt  derive 
immeasurable  sweetness.'  Rejoicing,  therefore, 
herein,  and  encouraged  by  the  Lord,  he  chanced, 
while  riding  near  Assisi,  to  meet  a  leper.  And 
since  he  had  been  used  to  feel  a  great  loathing 
for  lepers,  he  forced  himself  to  dismount,  offered 
the  leper  money,  and  kissed  his  hand.  Then, 
having  received  a  kiss  of  peace  from  him,  he 
mounted  his  horse  once  more  and  went  on  his 
way. — 3  Soc.  ii. 


JANUARY   8 


STRUGGLE  AND  PERPLEXITY 

[  T  N  the  beginning  of  his  conversion  from  the 
X  world]  Francis  used  to  take  one  of  his 
companions,  of  whom  he  was  very  fond,  to 
secluded  places,  saying  that  he  had  found  a  great 
and  precious  treasure.  .  .  .  Francis  used  to  bring 
him  to  a  certain  cavern  near  Assisi,  and  go  in 
alone,  leaving  his  companion  outside  and  eager 
about  getting  the  treasure.  Then  ...  he  would 
pray  to  his  Father  in  secret,  not  wishing  that 
anyone  should  know  what  he  was  doing  within 
save  the  Lord  only,  whom  he  diligently  con- 
sulted touching  the  heavenly  treasure  to  be 
gained.  The  enemy  of  the  human  race  marked 
this,  and  strove  by  filling  him  with  fear  and 
horror  to  withdraw  him  from  the  good  [work]  he 
had  begun.  .  .  .  For  he  endured  the  utmost 
suffering  and  distress  of  mind,  unable  to  rest 
till  he  should  fulfil  the  work  he  had  conceived. 
Various  thoughts  came  one  after  another  and 
grievously  molested  him  ;  within  he  was  glowing 
with  the  Divine  fire,  and  could  not  hide  the  blaze 
from  outward  view.  He  repented  him  of  having 
sinned  so  grievously,  and  could  neither  delight 
in  the  past  evil,  nor  yet  in  his  present  state  ; 
for  he  had  not  been  given  assurance  that  he 
could  keep  from  evil  in  the  future.  And  when- 
ever he  came  out  from  the  cavern  to  his  com- 
panion he  seemed  changed  into  another  man. — 
3  Soc.  12. 

9  JANUARY  9 


THE  CRUCIFIX  IN  S.  DAMIAN'S  CHURCH 

[T  N  the  beginning  of  his  conversion],  when 
1  Francis  was  walking  by  the  church  of 
S.  Damian,  it  was  said  to  him  in  the  spirit  that 
he  should  go  into  it  to  pray.  He  went  in,  and 
began  to  pray  fervently  in  front  of  an  image  of 
the  Crucified,  which  addressed  him  thus  with 
benign  pity  :  *  Francis,  seest  thou  not  that  My 
house  is  being  destroyed  ?  Go,  therefore,  and 
repair  it  for  Me.'  Trembling  and  astonished, 
Francis  said,  '  Gladly  will  I  do  it.  Lord,'  for 
he  took  it  that  that  particular  church  was 
meant,  since  it  was  threatening  to  fall  very 
soon  from  excessive  age.  And  he  was  so  filled 
with  joy  and  illumined  with  light  by  reason  of 
that  address  that  he  truly  felt  in  his  soul  that 
it  had  been  Christ  crucified  who  had  spoken  to 
him.  He  went  out  of  the  church  and  found  the 
priest  sitting  by  it  ;  and,  putting- his  hand  to  his 
purse,  he  offered  the  priest  some  money,  saying  : 
'  I  pray  thee,  sir,  to  buy  oil,  and  cause  a  lamp 
to  be  kept  constantly  burning  before  the  crucifix  ; 
and  when  this  money  has  been  spent  on  this 
work,  I  will  give  thee  again  so  much  as  shall  be 
needed.' — 3  Soc.  13. 


JANUARY  10  10 


S.  FRANCIS  BEWAILS  THE  LORD'S  PASSION 

ONCE  [in  the  early  days  of  his  conversion] 
Francis  was  walking  alone  near  the  church 
of  S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula  weeping  and  wail- 
ing with  a  loud  voice.  A  certain  spiritual 
man  heard  him,  and  thought  he  was  suffering 
from  some  infirmity  or  distress ;  and,  moved 
with  pity  for  him,  he  asked  him  why  he  was 
weeping.  But  Francis  said  :  '  I  am  wailing  for 
the  passion  of  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  whose 
sake  I  ought  not  to  be  ashamed  to  go  through 
all  the  world  weeping  aloud.'  On  this  the  other 
likewise  began  to  wail  with  a  loud  voice  with 
him.  And  often  when  Francis  rose  from  prayer 
his  eyes  seemed  to  be  full  of  blood,  for  he  wept 
very  bitterly.  Nor  did  he  afflict  himself  by  tears 
alone,  but  also  by  abstinence  from  food  and 
drink,  on  account  of  the  memory  of  the  Lord's 
passion. — 3  Soc.  14. 


II  JANUARY    II 


S.  FRANCIS  BEGS  FOR  STONES  TO  REPAIR 
S.  DAMIAN'S  CHURCH 

WHEN  God's  servant  Francis  had  stripped 
himself  of  all  the  things  of  the  world,  he 
busied  himself  with  God's  righteousness,  and, 
setting  at  naught  his  own  life,  yielded  himself 
in  every  way  he  could  to  the  Divine  service.  He 
went  back  to  the  church  of  S.  Damian  with 
joyful  fervour,  and  made  himself  a  kind  of 
hermit's  garment.  .  .  .  Then  he  arose,  went 
into  the  city  [of  Assisi],  and  began,  as  though 
inebriated  in  the  spirit,  to  praise  the  Lord  in  the 
streets  and  open  spaces.  Then  ...  he  applied 
himself  to  getting  stones  for  the  repair  of  the 
said  church,  and  he  would  say  :  '  He  who  gives 
me  one  stone  shall  have  one  reward  ;  he  who 
gives  me  two,  shall  have  two  rewards  ;  he  who 
gives  me  three,  shall  have  that  number  of  re- 
wards.' So  also  he  uttered  many  other  simple 
words  in  fervour  of  spirit  ;  for,  having  been 
chosen  of  God  as  unlettered  and  simple,  he  spoke 
not  in  learned  words  of  men's  wisdom,  but 
behaved  himself  in  all  things  with  simplicity. 
Many  mocked  him,  thinking  him  mad  ;  others 
were  moved  to  tears  of  pity  at  the  sight  of  one 
who  from  so  much  wantonness  and  worldly 
vanity  had  come  so  quickly  to  such  intoxication 
of  Divine  love.  But  he  despised  the  mockery, 
and  gave  thanks  to  God  in  fervour  of  spirit. — 
3  Soc.  21. 

JANUARY    12  12 


S.  FRANCIS  REPAIRS  S.  DAMIAN'S  CHURCH 

WHILE  Francis  was  diligently  working  at 
the  repair  of  the  church  of  S.  Damian, 
desiring  that  the  lights  in  the  church  should  be 
continually  burning,  he  went  about  the  city  to 
beg  for  oil ;  but  when  he  was  come  near  a  certain 
house  he  saw  some  men  gathered  together  for 
play,  and  being  ashamed  to  beg  for  alms  before 
them,  he  turned  back.  But  on  reflection  within 
himself  he  was  convinced  that  he  had  sinned, 
and  ran  to  the  place  where  the  game  was  going 
on,  and  owned  himself  guilty  before  all  the 
bystanders  for  having  been  ashamed  to  ask  alms 
because  of  them.  Then  with  fervent  spirit  he 
went  to  that  house  and  asked  alms  in  French 
for  the  love  of  God  to  provide  for  the  lights  of 
the  aforesaid  church.  .  .  .  And  whilst  he  was 
engaged  with  others  in  the  work  of  repairing  it, 
he  used  to  cry  aloud  in  French  to  the  passers-by  : 
'  Come  and  help  me  in  the  work  of  the  church  of 
S.  Damian,  which  shall  be  the  monastery  of 
Ladies  by  whose  fame  and  life  our  heavenly 
Father  shall  be  glorified  in  the  Church  universal.' 
See  how,  being  filled  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy, 
he  truly  foretold  what  was  to  be  ! — 3  Soc.  24. 


13  JANUARY    13 


S.  FRANCIS  DETERMINES  TO  BEG  HIS  BREAD 

[  A  FTER  his  conversion,  while  Francis  was 
ix.  dweUing  with  the  priest  of  the  church 
of  S.  Damian],  the  priest,  though  a  poor  man, 
used  to  try  to  get  some  special  food  for  him, 
knowing  that  he  had  lived  delicately  in  the 
world.  .  .  .  One  day,  when  Francis  saw  what  the 
priest  was  doing  for  him,  he  said  to  himself  : 
'  Wilt  thou  find  a  priest  like  this  whithersoever 
thou  goest  to  show  thee  such  kindness  ?  This 
is  not  that  poor  man's  life  which  thou  didst  wish 
to  choose  ;  but  even  as  a  poor  man  goes  from 
door  to  door  with  his  dish  in  his  hand,  and,  under 
stress  of  need,  gathers  together  different  kinds 
of  food,  so  must  thou  live  of  thy  own  free  will 
for  the  sake  of  Him  who  was  born  poor  and  lived 
very  poor  in  the  world,  and  remained  naked  and 
poor  on  the  tree,  and  was  buried  in  another's 
grave.'  So  one  day  he  took  a  porringer,  went 
into  the  city,  and  begged  alms  from  door  to 
door.  .  .  .  But  when  he  would  eat  the  scraps 
he  had  collected  he  was  disgusted  at  first,  for  he 
was  not  only  unaccustomed  to  eat  such  things, 
but  even  to  see  them.  But  at  last  he  conquered 
himself  and  began  to  eat  ;  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  he  had  never  had  such  pleasure  in  eating 
any  dainty. — 3  Soc.  22. 

JANUARY    14  14 


S.  FRANCIS  DETERMINES  TO  LIVE  THE  GOSPEL 
LIFE 

WHEN  Francis  had  now  finished  the  work 
of  repairing  S.  Damian's  church,  he 
was  wearing  a  hermit's  dress,  and  going  about 
with  a  staff  in  his  hand,  and  shoes  on  his  feet,  and 
girded  with  a  leathern  girdle.  One  day,  on 
hearing  at  Mass  the  words  spoken  by  Christ  to 
the  disciples  whom  He  sent  forth  to  preach — 
namely,  that  they  should  carry  neither  gold  nor 
silver,  nor  wallet  or  scrip,  nor  staff  on  the  way, 
nor  have  shoes,  nor  yet  two  tunics — and  under- 
standing these  things  more  clearly  afterwards 
from  the  priest  [with  whom  he  was  living],  he 
was  filled  with  joy  unspeakable,  and  said  :  '  This 
is  what  I  long  to  fulfil  with  all  my  might.  .  .  .' 
Thenceforth,  therefore,  he  used  neither  r-taff, 
shoes,  wallet,  nor  scrip  ;  and  made  himself  a 
very  mean,  coarse  tunic  ;  and  casting  away  the 
girdle,  he  replaced  it  with  a  rope.  Moreover, 
applying  all  his  heart's  zeal  to  the  words  of  new 
grace,  how  he  might  fulfil  them  in  deed,  he  began, 
by  Divine  instinct,  to  be  a  proclaimer  of  Gospel 
perfection,  and  with  simplicity  to  preach  repent- 
ance publicly. — 3  Soc,  25. 


15  JANUARY  15 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  HIS  ADOPTED  FATHER 

[\T  T'HEN  his  father  saw  that  Francis  had 
VV  embraced  the  Hfe  of  a  beggar,  he  was 
filled  with  grief  and  shame,  and]  used  to  curse 
him  wherever  he  found  him.  But  the  man  of 
God,  marking  his  father's  curses,  took  to  him  a 
certain  poor,  despised  man  to  be  his  father,  and 
he  said  to  him  :  '  Come  with  me,  and  I  will  give 
thee  of  the  alms  that  shall  be  given  me.  And 
when  thou  shalt  see  my  father  cursing  me,  I  will 
say  to  thee  :  "  Bless  me,  father !"  and  thou 
shalt  make  the  sign  of  the  cross  over  me  and  bless 
me  in  his  stead.  And  so,  when  that  poor  man 
blessed  him,  the  man  of  God  said  to  his  father  : 
'  Thinkest  thou  not  that  God  can  provide  me  a 
father  to  give  me  his  blessing  against  thy  curses  ?' 
Many  of  those  who  mocked  him,  seeing  him  thus 
derided,  and  bearing  it  all  patiently,  were  filled 
with  exceeding  wonder. — 3  Soc.  23. 


January  16  c6 


.     ERSI T  ^ 


DESCRIPTION  OF  S.  FRANCIS'  PERSONAL 
APPEARANCE 

S  FRANCIS  was  kind  and  cheerful  of  coun- 
•  tenance,  free  from  laziness,  and  destitute 
of  arrogance.  He  was  of  middle  height,  inclining 
to  shortness  ;  his  head  was  of  moderate  size, 
and  round  ;  his  face  somewhat  long  and  promi- 
nent, his  forehead  smooth  and  small  ;  his  eyes 
were  black,  of  moderate  size,  and  with  a  candid 
look  ;  his  hair  was  dark,  his  eyebrows  straight  ; 
his  nose  symmetrical,  thin,  and  straight  ;  his 
ears  upright,  but  small ;  his  temples  smooth. 
His  words  were  kindly,  [but]  fiery  and  pene- 
trating ;  his  voice  was  powerful,  sweet-toned, 
clear  and  sonorous.  His  teeth  were  set  close 
together,  white,  and  even ;  his  lips  thin  and 
fine,  his  beard  black  and  rather  scanty,  his  neck 
slender  ;  his  shoulders  straight,  his  arms  short,  his 
hands  attenuated,  with  long  fingers  and  nails ; 
his  legs  slight,  his  feet  small,  his  skin  fine,  and 
his  flesh  very  spare. — i  Cel.  83. 


JANUARY   17 


S.  FRANCIS'  OWN  ACCOUNT  OF  HIS  CONVERSION 

*  TT  was  thus  that  the  Lord  granted  to  me, 
1  Brother  Francis,  to  begin  my  repentance  ; 
for  when  I  was  in  sin  it  seemed  very  bitter  to  me 
to  look  upon  lepers  ;  but  the  Lord  Himself  brought 
me  among  them,  and  I  showed  them  kindness. 
And  as  I  withdrew  from  among  them,  that  which 
used  to  seem  to  me  bitter  was  turned  into  sweet- 
ness of  soul  and  body.  And  not  long  afterwards 
I  came  out  from  the  world. 

And  the  Lord  granted  me  such  trust  in  [His] 
churches  that  I  used  simply  to  pray  in  these 
words  :  '  We  worship  Thee,  most  holy  Lord  Jesu 
Christ,  here  and  at  all  Thy  churches  which  are  in 
all  the  world,  and  we  bless  Thee  for  that  Thou 
hast  redeemed  the  world  by  Thy  holy  Cross.' 

Afterwards  the  Lord  granted  me,  and  still 
grants  me,  [to  put]  such  trust  in  the  priests  who 
live  according  to  the  form  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Church,  by  reason  of  their  Orders,  that  if  they 
persecute  me  I  will  betake  me  to  them.  And  if  I 
had  as  great  wisdom  as  Solomon  had,  and  were 
to  find  poor  priests  of  this  world  in  the  parish 
churches  where  they  abide,  I  would  not  preach 
against  their  will.  And  I  will  fear,  love,  and 
honour  them  and  all  other  priests  as  my  lords  ; 
nor  will  I  heed  sin  in  them,  because  I  discern  the 
Son  of  God  in  them,  and  they  are  my  lords. — 
Testamentum  S.  Francisci  (Opusc.  104). 

JANUARY    18  18 


BROTHER  BERNARD  JOINS  S.  FRANCIS 

AS  the  truth  concerning  both  the  simple 
teaching  and  hfe  of  blessed  Francis  became 
known  among  many,  after  two  years  had  passed 
since  his  conversion  certain  men  began  to  be  dis- 
posed to  repentance  by  his  example,  and,  for- 
saking all,  to  join  themselves  to  him  in  habit  and 
in  life.  The  first  of  them  was  Brother  Bernard 
of  holy  memory,  who,  observing  the  constancy 
and  fervour  of  the  blessed  Francis  in  God's  service 
— I  mean  how  with  much  toil  he  repaired  ruinous 
churches  and  led  a  hard  life,  though  he  knew 
that  Francis  had  lived  delicately  in  the  world — 
determined  in  his  heart  to  give  all  he  had  to  the 
poor,  and  steadfastly  to  cleave  to  him  in  life  and 
in  habit.  One  day,  therefore,  he  came  secretly 
to  the  man  of  God,  disclosed  his  purpose  to  him, 
and  settled  with  him  that  he  (Francis)  should  come 
to  him  on  a  certain  evening.  When  Francis 
heard  this,  he  gave  thanks  to  God  and  rejoiced 
greatly,  for  he  had  no  companion,  especially 
because  Messer  Bernard  was  a  man  of  great 
edification. — 3  Soc.  27. 


19  »2  JANUARY    19 


S.  FRANCIS  CHOOSES  A  RULE  FOR  HIMSELF 
AND  HIS  COMPANIONS 

[  T)  ERNARD  and  Peter,  having  resolved  to  join 
JD  themselves  to  Francis,  went  with  him  to 
the  church  of  S.  Nicholas  at  Assisi  to  find  out 
from  the  Gospel  how  the  Lord  had  taught  His 
disciples  ;  but,  not  knowing  how  to  find  the 
passage  about  renouncing  the  world,]  they  de- 
voutly asked  the  Lord  that  He  would  deign  to 
show  them  His  will  at  the  first  opening  of  the 
book.  When  they  had  finished  their  prayer, 
Francis  took  the  closed  book,  and  on  his  knees 
before  the  altar  opened  it,  and  at  the  first  opening 
he  happened  on  that  counsel  of  the  Lord,  '  If 
thou  wilt  be  perfect,  go  and  sell  all  that  thou  hast 
and  give  to  the  poor,  and  thou  shalt  have  treasure 
in  heaven.'  Whereat  Francis  greatly  rejoiced, 
and  gave  thanks  to  God  ;  but,  being  a  true  wor- 
shipper of  the  Trinity,  he  wished  to  be  confirmed 
by  threefold  testimony,  and  opened  the  book  a 
second  and  a  third  time.  At  the  second  opening 
he  happened  on,  '  Take  nothing  for  the  way,'  etc. ; 
and  at  the  third  on,  'He  that  would  come  after 
Me,  let  him  deny  himself,'  etc.  Therefore  Francis 
said  to  his  companions  :  '  Brethren,  this  is  the 
life  and  rule  for  us,  and  for  all  who  shall  wish  to 
join  our  company.  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  fulfil 
what  ye  have  heard.' — 3  Soc.  28,  29. 

JANUARY  20  20 


.      S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  COVETOUS  PRIEST 
SYLVESTER 

WHILST  Bernard  was  giving  away  his  goods 
to  the  poor,  Francis  was  present,  behold- 
ing the  effectual  working  of  the  Lord,  and  glorifying 
and  praising  the  Lord  in  his  heart.  But  there  came 
a  priest  named  Sylvester,  from  whom  Francis  had 
bought  stones  for  the  repair  of  the  church  of 
S.  Damian,  and  at  the  sight  of  so  much  money 
being  spent  by  the  advice  of  the  man  of  God  he 
was  kindled  with  the  fire  of  greed,  and  said  to 
him  :  '  Francis,  thou  didst  not  pay  me  well  for 
the  stones  thou  boughtest  of  me.'  But  when  the 
despiser  of  avarice  heard  him  unjustly  murmur- 
ing, he  went  up  to  Bernard,  put  his  hand  into 
Bernard's  cloak,  where  the  money  was,  and,  with 
great  fervour  of  spirit,  drew  it  out  full  of  coins, 
which  he  gave  to  the  murmuring  priest.  Then, 
filling  his  hand  with  money  a  second  time,  he  said  : 
'  Art  thou  paid  in  full  now,  sir  priest  ?'  'I  am 
paid  in  full,  brother,'  said  the  priest,  and  went 
joyfully  home  with  the  money  he  had  thus  re- 
ceived.— 3  Soc.  30. 


21  JANUARY   21 


THE  CONVERSION  OF  SYLVESTER 

A  FEW  days  after  [he  had  received  payment 
from  Francis  for  the  stones  for  the  repair 
of  the  church  of  S.  Damian]  the  same  priest,  in- 
spired by  the  Lord,  began  to  think  on  what  Francis 
had  done,  and  said  to  himself  :  '  Am  I  not  a 
wretch,  seeing  that  though  I  am  an  old  man  I 
covet  temporal  things,  while  this  young  man 
despises  and  abhors  them  for  love  of  God  ?' 
And  the  following  night  he  saw  in  a  dream  an 
immense  cross,  whose  top  touched  the  heavens, 
and  whose  foot  was  fixed  in  Francis'  mouth,  and 
its  arms  stretched  from  one  end  of  the  world  to 
the  other.  So  when  the  priest  awoke  he  knew  and 
firmly  believed  that  Francis  was  a  true  friend  and 
servant  of  Christ,  and  that  the  Religion  which  he 
had  begun  would  spread  forthwith  over  all  the 
world.  And  so  he  began  to  fear  God  and  do 
penance  in  his  own  house  ;  and  after  a  short  time 
he  entered  the  Order  now  begun,  and  in  it  lived 
an  excellent  life  and  made  a  glorious  end. — 
3S0C.  31. 


JANUARY   22  22 


RECEPTION  OF  BROTHER  GILES 

IN  the  earliest  days  of  the  Order,  when  S. 
Francis  was  staying  at  Rivo  Torto  with  the 
only  two  companions  he  then  had,  there  came  to 
him  from  the  world  one  named  Giles  (who  was  the 
third  brother),  in  order  to  embrace  his  life.  And 
as  Giles  was  thus  staying  there  for  some  days, 
wearing  the  garments  he  had  brought  with  him 
from  the  world,  it  chanced  that  a  poor  man  came 
to  that  place  seeking  alms  from  S.  Francis. 
S.  Francis  turned  to  Giles,  and  said  to  him  : 
'  Give  the  poor  brother  thy  mantle.'  He  at  once 
took  it  off  his  back  with  great  gladness,  and  gave  it 
to  the  poor  man.  And  then  it  seemed  that  God  had 
immediately  poured  new  grace  into  his  heart,  for 
that  he  had  joyfully  given  the  mantle  to  the  poor 
man.  And  so,  having  been  received  by  S.  Francis, 
he  ever  afterwards  went  on  till  he  reached  the 
highest  perfection. — 5.  P.  36. 


23  JANUARY   23 


RECEPTION  OF  BROTHER  GILES 
(Another  account) 

WHEN  Francis  the  man  of  God  had  been 
joined  by  two  brethren,  having  no 
lodging  where  he  might  dwell  with  them,  he  re- 
moved with  them  to  a  poor  little  abandoned 
church  called  S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula,  and  there 
they  made  a  little  dwelling,  wherein  they  abode 
a  while  together.  But  after  some  days  a  man  of 
Assisi  named  Giles  came  to  them,  and  with  great 
reverence  and  devotion  besought  the  man  of  God 
on  bended  knees  to  receive  him  into  his  company. 
When  the  man  of  God  saw  that  he  was  very  faith- 
ful and  devoted,  and  might  win  much  favour  from 
God  (as  the  result  afterwards  made  plain),  he 
received  him  willingly,  and  these  four,  united 
with  unbounded  gladness  and  joy  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  for  the  sake  of  greater  profit  divided  in  this 
wise  :  Francis  took  brother  Giles  with  him,  and 
went  into  the  March  of  Ancona  ;  and  the  other 
two  betook  themselves  to  a  different  region. — 
3  Soc.  32,  33- 


JANUARY  24  24 


THE  BEGINNING  OF  S.  FRANCIS'  PREACHING 

FRANCIS  and  brother  Giles,  as  they  went 
along,  exulted  exceedingly  in  the  Lord,  and 
the  holy  man,  singing  praises  in  French  with  loud, 
clear  voice,  blessed  and  glorified  the  goodness  of 
the  Most  High.  There  was  in  them  as  much  joy 
as  if  they  had  found  a  great  treasure  in  the  evan- 
gelic field  of  the  Lady  Poverty,  for  whose  sake 
they  had  freely  and  gladly  set  at  naught  all 
temporal  things  as  dung.  And  the  holy  man  said 
to  brother  Giles  :  '  Our  Religion  will  be  like  a 
fisherman  who  casts  his  nets  into  the  water  and 
catches  a  plenteous  multitude  of  fish,  and,  leaving 
the  little  ones  in  the  water,  chooses  the  large  ones 
to  put  into  his  vessels.'  And  thus  he  foretold 
that  the  Order  was  to  be  enlarged.  Now,  though 
the  man  of  God  did  not  as  yet  fully  preach  to  the 
people,  still,  when  he  passed  through  cities  and 
fortresses  he  exhorted  all  to  love  and  fear  God 
and  do  penance  for  their  sins  ;  and  brother  Giles 
admonished  the  hearers  to  believe  Francis,  for 
that  he  gave  them  the  best  advice. — 3  Soc.  33. 


25  JANUARY  25 


FIRST  IMPRESSIONS  OF  S.   FRANCIS' 
PREACHING 

THOSE  who  heard  [the  admonitions  of  Francis 
and  Giles]  said :  '  Who  are  these  men,  and 
what  are  these  words  that  they  say  ?'  For  at 
that  time  the  love  and  fear  of  God  were  almost 
everywhere  quenched,  and  the  way  of  repentance 
was  wholly  unknown,  and,  indeed,  reputed  folly. 
For  the  allurements  of  the  flesh,  the  covetousness 
of  the  world,  and  the  pride  of  life,  had  so  far  pre- 
vailed that  all  the  world  seemed  wholly  [occupied] 
in  these  three  wickednesses.  Therefore  opinions 
differed  concerning  these  evangelic  men.  Some 
said  that  they  were  fools  or  drunken ;  others  main- 
tained that  such  words  proceeded  not  from  folly. 
But  one  of  the  hearers  said  :  '  Either  they  have 
cleaved  to  the  Lord  for  the  sake  of  the  highest 
perfection,  or  else  surely  they  are  mad,  for  their 
way  seems  a  desperate  one,  seeing  that  they  use 
scanty  food,  walk  barefoot,  and  are  clad  in  the 
vilest  garments.'  And  meanwhile,  though  some 
were  smitten  with  fear  at  the  sight  of  their 
manner  of  life,  none  followed  them  as  yet. — 
3  Soc.  34. 


JANUARY   26  26 


S.  FRANCIS  JUSTIFIES  POVERTY  TO  THE 
BISHOP  OF  ASSIST 

THE  Bishop  of  Assisi,  to  whom  the  man  of 
God  often  went  for  advice,  received  him 
kindly,  and  said  to  him  :  '  Your  life — I  mean 
possessing  nothing  in  the  world — seems  to  me 
hard  and  rough.'  '  My  lord,'  answered  the  holy 
man,  '  if  we  had  possessions,  we  should  need  arms 
for  our  protection  ;  for  thence  spring  questions 
and  disputes,  and  the  love  of  God  and  of  one's 
neighbour  is  wont  to  be  hindered  thereby  in  many 
ways  ;  and  that  is  why  we  will  not  possess  any 
temporal  things  in  this  world.'  And  the  Bishop 
was  much  pleased  by  the  answer  of  the  man  of 
God,  who  despised  all  transitory  things,  and 
especially  money,  to  such  a  degree  that  in  all  his 
Rules  he  chiefly  commended  poverty,  and  made 
all  the  brethren  careful  to  avoid  money.  .  .  . 
Wherefore  in  one  of  his  Rules  he  said,  in  detesta- 
tion of  money :  '  Let  us  who  have  left  all  things 
beware  of  losing  the  kingdom  of  heaven  for  so 
little.  And  if  we  find  money  anywhere,  let  us 
care  no  more  for  it  than  for  the  dust  which  we 
tread  with  our  feet.' — 3  Soc.  35. 


27  JANUARY   27 


S.  FRANCIS  ENCOURAGES  HIS  BRETHREN 

S  FRANCIS,  having  now  been  enlightened  by 
•  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  called  to  him 
the  six  brethren  [who  had  joined  him],  and  fore- 
told to  them  what  would  come  to  pass.  '  Dearest 
brethren,'  said  he,  '  let  us  consider  our  calling 
whereby  God  has  called  us  in  mercy,  not  only  for 
our  own  salvation,  but  for  that  of  many,  in  order 
that  we  may  go  through  the  world  exhorting  all 
peoples,  both  by  example  and  word,  to  repent  of 
their  sins  and  have  in  memory  God's  command- 
ments. Fear  not,  though  ye  seem  of  no  account, 
despised  and  foolish,  but  confidently  and  in  sim- 
plicity proclaim  repentance,  trusting  in  the  Lord, 
Who  overcame  the  world,  for  that  He  is  speaking 
by  His  Spirit  through  you  and  in  you  to  exhort 
all  men  to  turn  to  Him  and  keep  His  command- 
ments. Some  men  ye  shall  find  faithful,  meek, 
and  kind,  who  shall  receive  you  and  your  words 
with  joy  ;  and  others,  more  in  number,  ye  shall  find 
faithless,  proud,  and  blasphemers,  who  shall  resist 
you  and  put  you  to  reproach,  and  against  these 
shall  ye  lift  up  your  voice.  Settle  it,  therefore, 
in  your  hearts  to  bear  all  things  patiently  and 
humbly.'     And  he  blessed  them. — 3  Soc.  36. 


JANUARY  28  28 


HOW  BROTHER  GILES  COMFORTED 
HIMSELF  IN  DISTRESS 

S  FRANCIS,  beholding  brother  Giles  perfect 
•  in  grace  and  virtue,  and  ready  for  every 
good  work,  loved  him  deeply,  and  would  some- 
times say  of  him  to  the  other  brethren,  '  That  is 
my  knight  of  the  Round  Table.'  And  when 
brother  Giles  asked  him  what  he  would  have  him 
do,  and  whither  he  would  have  him  go,  S.  Francis 
answered  :  '  Thy  seat  is  prepared,  go  whithersoever 
thou  wilt.'  And  so  for  four  days  he  went  about 
freely ;  but  his  spirit  could  not  find  rest  in  such- 
liberty,  so  he  came  back  to  S.  Francis  and  said  : 
'  Father,  send  me  whither  thou  wilt,  for  my  con- 
science cannot  find  rest  in  such  free  obedience.' 
And  S.  Francis  sent  him  to  the  hermitage  of 
Fabriano.  He  went  barefoot,  clad  in  his  tunic 
only,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  a  man  who  met 
him  said  :  '  I  would  not  go  as  thou  art  going,  if  I 
knew  that  I  should  enter  paradise  forthwith  for 
doing  it  !'  At  which  word  the  tempter  made  him 
feel  such  cold  that  he  was  almost  dying.  But  in 
his  distress  he  bethought  him  how  the  Lord  Jesus 
went  about  barefoot  and  poor ;  and,  being 
warmed  by  such  meditation,  he  praised  the 
Almighty  who  had  so  quickly  filled  him  with  His 
heat  apart  from  material  fire. — An.  Fr.  iii.  78. 

29  JANUARY  29 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  NAME  OF  FRIARS  MINOR, 
OR  LESSER  BRETHREN 

THE  blessed  Francis  once  said  :  '  The  Religion 
and  life  of  the  Lesser  Brethren  is  a  certain 
little  flock  (sic)  which  the  Son  of  God  has  asked  of 
His  heavenly  Father  in  this  last  hour,  saying  : 
"  Father,  I  would  that  Thou  shouldest  make  and 
give  to  Me  a  new  and  humble  people  in  this  last 
hour  which  shall  be  in  humility  and  poverty 
unlike  all  other  peoples  that  have  gone  before, 
and  which  shall  be  content  to  have  Me  only." 
And  the  Father  heard  His  Son,  and  said  :  "  My 
Son,  it  is  done  as  Thou  hast  asked."  '  Wherefore, 
the  blessed  Francis  used  to  say  that  it  was  the  will 
of  God  revealed  to  him  that  they  should  be  called 
Lesser  Brethren,  because  they  are  that  poor  and 
humble  people  whom  the  Son  of  God  asked  of  His 
Father,  concerning  which  people  He  Himself  says 
in  the  Gospel  :  '  Fear  not,  little  flock,  because  it 
has  pleased  your  Father  to  give  you  a  kingdom  ' ; 
and  again  :  '  That  which  ye  have  done  to  one  of 
My  lesser  brethren,  ye  have  done  to  Me.'  And 
although  the  Lord  was  referring  to  all  who  are 
poor  and  spiritual,  still,  in  particular  He  was  fore- 
telling that  the  Order  of  Friars  Minor  would  arise 
in  His  Church. — 5.  P.  26. 


JANUARY  30  30 


THE  FRANCISCAN  GREETING 

AT  the  beginning  of  the  Order,  when  S.  Francis 
was  going  with  a  brother  who  was  one  of  the 
first  twelve,  that  brother  greeted  the  men  and 
women  on  the  way  and  those  that  were  in  the 
fields,  saying,  '  The  Lord  give  you  peace '  [which 
was  the  greeting  that  the  Lord  had  revealed  to 
S.  Francis  for  the  brethren  to  use].  And  because 
people  had  never  before  heard  such  greeting  given 
by  any  Religious,  they  wondered  greatly  at  it. 
Indeed,  some  would  say  angrily  to  the  brethren, 
'  What  do  you  mean  by  this  greeting  of  yours  ?' 
So  that  brother  began  to  be  ashamed  of  it,  and 
said  to  S.  Francis,  '  Let  me  give  a  different 
greeting.'  But  S.  Francis  replied,  '  Let  them 
talk,  for  they  perceive  not  the  things  that  are  of 
God.  But  do  not  be  ashamed,  for  nobles  and 
princes  of  this  world  shall  yet  show  reverence  to 
thee  and  the  other  brethren  for  this  greeting. 
For  it  is  no  great  thing  if  the  Lord  has  chosen  for 
Himself  a  new  and  small  people,  unequalled 
among  all  that  have  gone  before,  and  unlike  them 
in  life  and  speech — a  people  who  should  be  content 
to  have  naught  but  Him  alone  who  is  most  sweet.' 
—5.  P.  26. 


31  JANUARY    31 


THE  PREACHING  OF  THE  '  PENITENTS  OF 
ASSISI ' 

ALL  those  who  beheld  [the  first  brethren  going 
about]  wondered  greatly,  because  in  dress 
and  in  life  they  were  unlike  all,  and  they  seemed 
like  wild  men.  Into  what  place  soever  they 
entered,  whether  city,  fortress,  village,  or  house, 
they  proclaimed  peace,  and  encouraged  all  to  love 
the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  keep  His 
commandments.  Some  heard  them  gladly  ; 
others,  on  the  contrary,  mocked  them.  Many 
asked  them  whence  they  were,  and  of  what  Order. 
To  such,  though  it  was  toilsome  to  answer  so  many 
questions,  they  confessed  with  simplicity  that  they 
were  penitents,  natives  of  Assisi  ;  for  their  Order 
was  not  [as  yet]  called  a  Religion.  Many  judged 
them  to  be  knaves  or  fools,  and  would  not  receive 
them  into  their  houses,  lest  like  thieves  they 
should  remove  their  property  by  stealth.  Where- 
fore in  many  places,  after  the  wrongs  put  upon 
them,  they  sheltered  in  the  porches  of  churches  or 
houses. — 3  Soc.  37,  38. 


FEBRUARY   I  32 


HARDSHIPS  ENDURED  BY  THE  FIRST 
BRETHREN 

SMALL  and  great  put  [the  first  brethren]  to 
reproach,  and  did  them  wrong,  taking  from 
them  sometimes  even  the  wretched  garments  they 
had.  And,  though  the  servants  of  God  remained 
naked  (since,  according  to  the  pattern  of  the  Gospel, 
they  wore  but  one  tunic),  they  did  not  ask  for  what 
they  had  been  deprived  of,  to  be  restored  to  them. 
But  if  any,  moved  by  pity,  wished  to  restore  what 
had  been  taken,  they  received  it  back  wiUingly. 
Some  threw  mud  over  them  ;  others  put  dice  into 
their  hands,  and  invited  them  to  play  ;  others 
seized  their  hoods,  and  carried  them  on  their 
backs,  as  if  hanging.  These  and  suchlike  things 
they  did  to  them,  deeming  them  so  cowardly  that 
they  boldly  ill-treated  them  as  they  liked. 
Furthermore,  they  endured  boundless  tribula- 
tions and  distresses  by  hunger,  thirst,  cold,  and 
nakedness  ;  but,  as  they  had  been  admonished  by 
Francis,  they  bore  these  things  steadfastly  and 
patiently,  nor  were  they  sad,  nor  did  they  speak 
evil  of  those  who  ill-treated  them. — 3  Soc.  39. 


33  c  FEBRUARY  2 


THE  LIFE  OF  THE  FIRST  BRETHREN 

WHEN  men  saw  that  the  brethren  exulted 
in    their    tribulations,    continued     dili- 
gently and  devoutly  in  prayer,   neither   carried 
money  with  them  nor  accepted  it,  and  had  the 
greatest  love  for  one  another,  whereby  they  were 
known  to  be  truly  disciples  of  the  Lord,  many 
were  pricked  in  the  heart,  and  came  to  them 
asking  forgiveness  for  the  offences  they  had  com- 
mitted against  them.     The  brethren  forgave  them 
from  their  hearts,  saying,  '  The  Lord  spare  you,' 
and  gave  them  wholesome  admonition  concerning 
their   salvation.  .  .  .'   [At    the    appointed   time 
the  brethren,  with  others  whom  they  had  ad- 
mitted to  their  company],  returned  to  S.  Maria  de 
Portiuncula.     When  they  saw  one  another  once 
more  they  were  filled  with  as  much  gladness  and 
joy  as  if  they  remembered  nothing  of  what  they 
had  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  wicked.     They 
were  diligent  in  praying  daily  and  working  with 
their  hands,  so  that  they  might  wholly  banish 
from  themselves  all  idleness,  which  is  the  enemy 
of  the  soul. — 3  Soc.  41. 


FEBRUARY   3  34 


BROTHER  GILES  AND  THE  WALNUTS 

ONE  day  when  brother  Giles  was  in  a  public 
place  in  Rome,  a  man  wanted  walnuts 
beaten,  and  offered  to  pay  another  man  for  doing 
it  for  him,  who  refused  because  the  place  was 
very  far  off  and  the  tree  very  difficult  to  climb. 
Quoth  brother  Giles  :  '  My  friend,  if  thou  wilt 
give  me  part  of  the  walnuts  I  will  come  with  thee 
to  beat  them  ';  and,  having  made  the  bargain, 
he  went,  and  after  first  signing  himself  with  the 
most  holy  Cross,  he  got  up  with  great  fear  on 
the  high  walnut-tree  to  beat  it.  When  he  had 
beaten  it  so  many  walnuts  fell  to  his  share  that 
he  could  not  carry  them  in  his  lap ;  so  he  took 
off  his  tunic,  tied  the  hood  and  sleeves  together, 
and  made  a  sack  of  it,  remaining  naked  but  for 
his  drawers,  and  he  put  his  tunic  full  of  walnuts 
over  his  shoulders,  carried  them  to  Rome,  and 
gave  them  all  with  great  joy  to  the  poor  for  the 
love  of  God. — Fioretti  228. 


35  c  2  FEBRUARY  4 


BROTHER  BERNARD  AND  HIS  COMPANION 
AT  FLORENCE 

AT  Florence  two  of  the  first  brethren  who  had 
been  begging  through  the  city  could  find 
no  lodging.  Coming  to  a  house  where  there  was 
an  oven  in  the  porch,  they  said  to  one  another  : 
'  We  shall  be  able  to  find  lodging  here.'  So  they 
asked  the  lady  of  the  house  to  take  them  in. 
On  her  refusing  to  do  so,  they  humbly  asked  her 
at  least  to  let  them  rest  that  night  by  the  oven. 
After  she  had  allowed  them  to  do  this,  her  husband 
came,  and  found  them  in  the  porch,  and,  calling 
his  wife,  he  said  to  her :  '  Why  hast  thou  allowed 
these  rogues  to  take  shelter  in  our  porch  ?'  She 
answered  that  she  had  refused  to  receive  them 
into  the  house,  but  had  allowed  them  to  lie  outside 
the  porch,  where  they  could  steal  nothing  but 
wood.  Her  husband  would  not  let  any  covering 
be  given  them  though  it  was  very  cold,  because 
he  thought  they  were  rogues  and  thieves.  But 
they,  after  spending  that  night  by  the  oven  in 
sober  sleep  until  the  hour  of  Matins,  warmed  only 
by  Divine  warmth  and  covered  with  the  covering 
of  Lady  Poverty,  went  out  to  the  nearest  church 
to  hear  Matins. — 3  Soc.  39. 


FEBRUARY   5  36 


BROTHER  BERNARD  AND  HIS  COMPANION 
AT  FLORENCE  {continued) 

WHEN  it  was  day,  the  woman  [who  had 
allowed  the  two  brethren  to  sleep  in  the 
porch  of  her  house]  went  to  the  same  church,  and 
seeing  those  brethren  devoutly  continuing  in 
prayer,  she  said  to  herself  :  '  If  these  men  were 
rogues  and  thieves,  as  my  husband  said,  they 
would  not  thus  reverently  continue  in  prayer.' 
While  she  was  thinking  thus,  a  man  named  Guido 
was  distributing  alms  to  the  poor  abiding  in  that 
church,  and  when  he  was  come  to  the  brethren, 
and  was  going  to  give  money  to  each  of  them  as 
he  gave  to  the  others,  they  refused  to  take  it. 
But  he  said  to  them  :  '  Why,  being  poor,  do  you 
not  take  the  money  like  the  others  ?'  Brother 
Bernard  answered  :  '  It  is  true  that  we  are  poor, 
but  poverty  is  not  so  grievous  to  us  as  to  other 
poor,  for  by  God's  grace,  whose  counsel  we  fulfil, 
we  have  become  poor  of  our  free  choice.  .  .  .' 
So  the  woman,  observing  that  the  brethren  would 
not  take  the  money,  came  up  to  them  and  told 
them  she  would  be  glad  to  receive  them  into  her 
house  if  they  would  lodge  there.  They  humbly 
answered  :  '  The  Lord  repay  thee  for  thy  good 
will.' — 3  Soc.  40. 


37  FEBRUARY  6 


S.  FRANCIS  UPHOLDS  THE  DIGNITY  OF 
LADY  POVERTY 

BEFORE  the  brethren  were  multiplied,  and 
even  afterwards,  whenever  they  went 
through  the  world  preaching,  and  were  invited  by- 
anyone  to  eat  and  lodge  at  his  house,  however 
high  in  rank  and  rich  their  host  might  be,  they 
would  always  at  meal-times  go  for  alms  before 
they  went  to  his  house,  on  account  of  the  good 
example  the  brethren  were  bound  to  show,  and 
of  the  dignity  of  the  Lady  Poverty.  And  many 
times  when  he  who  had  given  the  invitation 
asked  Francis  not  to  go  [for  alms],  his  answer 
was  :  '  I  will  not  give  up  my  royal  dignity  and 
inheritance,  and  the  profession  of  myself  and  my 
brethren — namely,  to  go  for  alms  from  door  to 
door.'  Sometimes  his  host  would  accompany 
him,  and  would  take  the  alms  which  Francis 
received,  and,  out  of  devotion  to  him,  keep  them 
as  relics. — 5.  P.  22. 


FEBRUARY   7  38 


S.  FRANCIS  SWEEPS  CHURCHES 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  dwelling  at  S.  Maria 
de  Portiuncula,  and  the  brethren  were 
as  yet  few,  he  used  to  go  round  the  villages  and 
churches  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Assisi  an- 
nouncing and  preaching  to  men  that  they  should 
repent  ;  and  he  used  to  carry  a  broom  to  sweep 
the  churches  that  were  dirty,  for  he  was  much 
grieved  whenever  he  saw  a  church  that  was  not 
as  clean  as  he  wished.  Always,  therefore,  when 
he  had  finished  preaching,  he  gathered  together 
all  the  priests  who  were  present  into  some  secluded 
spot,  so  that  he  might  not  be  heard  by  lay-people, 
and  preached  to  them  concerning  the  salvation 
of  souls,  and  especially  did  he  urge  them  to  be 
careful  to  keep  clean  the  churches,  and  the  altars 
and  all  things  which  pertain  to  the  celebration  of 
the  Divine  mysteries. — S.  P.  56. 


39  FEBRUARY  8 


THE  MUTUAL  CHARITY  AND  OBEDIENCE 
OF  THE  BRETHREN 

ONE  day  when  two  of  the  brethren  were 
walking  together  they  came  upon  a  certain 
fool,  who  began  to  throw  stones  at  them.  One  of 
them,  therefore,  seeing  that  stones  were  thrown 
at  the  other,  at  once  put  himself  in  the  way  of 
the  blows  from  the  stones,  wishing  that  himself 
should  be  hit  rather  than  his  brother,  because  of 
the  mutual  love  wherewith  they  were  inflamed ; 
and  so  one  was  ready  to  lay  down  his  life  for 
another.  For  they  were  so  founded  on  humility 
and  charity  and  rooted  therein  that  one  revered 
another  as  father  and  lord,  and  those  who  were 
foremost,  either  by  their  office  of  Superiors  or 
by  any  [special]  grace,  seemed  to  be  humbler 
and  meaner  than  the  rest.  Moreover,  all  yielded 
themselves  wholly  to  obedience,  preparing  them- 
selves continually  to  obey  him  who  gave  an  order, 
for  they  distinguished  not  between  a  just  and  an 
unjust  order,  but  whatever  was  enjoined  they 
deemed  to  be  according  to  the  will  of  the  Lord, 
and  therefore  it  was  easy  and  pleasant  to  them 
to  obey  orders. — 3  Soc.  42. 


FEBRUARY   9  40 


THE  PERFECT  CHARITY  OF  THE  BRETHREN 

IF  ever  it  happened  that  one  brother  said  a 
word  to  another  that  might  distress  him  he 
was  so  troubled  by  his  conscience  that  he  could 
not  rest  till  he  had  owned  his  guilt,  throwing  him- 
self humbly  on  the  ground  that  he  might  let  the 
foot  of  the  offended  brother  be  put  upon  his 
mouth.  But  if  the  offended  brother  would  not 
put  his  foot  on  the  other's  mouth,  in  case  the 
offending  brother  was  a  superior,  that  superior 
ordered  the  other  to  put  his  foot  on  his  mouth  ; 
but  in  case  the  offending  brother  was  an  inferior, 
he  caused  the  offended  brother  to  be  ordered  to 
do  so  by  his  superior,  and  thus  they  made  it  their 
study  that  all  rancour  and  wickedness  might  be 
put  away  from  them,  and  that  perfect  love  might 
ever  be  observed  among  them,  busying  them- 
selves to  the  best  of  their  power  in  opposing  every 
vice  by  its  contrary  virtue,  the  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  preventing  and  helping  them. — 
3  Soc,  43. 


41  FEBRUARY    10 


THE  LIBERALITY  OF  THE  BRETHREN 

WHEN  the  brethren  went  on  their  way  and 
met  with  any  poor  people  asking  them 
for  anything  for  the  love  of  God,  when  they  had 
nothing  else  to  bestow,  they  gave  them  some  part 
of  their  garments,  wretched  as  these  were.  Some- 
times they  would  give  the  hood,  cutting  it  off  from 
the  tunic,  sometimes  a  sleeve,  that  they  might 
fulfil  that  Gospel  saying,  '  Give  to  every  one  that 
asketh  thee.'  One  day  a  poor  man  came  to  the 
church  of  S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula,  where  the 
brethren  dwelt  at  one  time,  and  asked  alms.  A 
cloak  was  there  which  had  belonged  to  one  of  the 
brethren  when  in  the  world.  On  the  blessed 
Francis  bidding  him  give  it  to  the  poor  man,  he 
gave  it  promptly  and  willingly.  And  forthwith, 
by  reason  of  the  reverence  and  devotion  which 
that  brother  had  shown  in  giving  the  cloak  to  the 
poor  man,  it  seemed  to  him  that  that  alms  had 
gone  up  to  heaven,  and  he  felt  himself  flooded 
with  a  new  joy. — 3  Soc.  44. 


FEBRUARY    II  42 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  POPE  INNOCENT  III. 

["T  XT  HEN  Francis  was  come  to  Rome  to  ask 
VV  the  Pope's  approval  of  his  Order^  the 
Pope  bade  him  pray  to  God  that  He  would  reveal 
to  him  whether  his  request  were  according  to  His 
will.  And  as  he  prayed,  the  Lord  said  to  him  in 
a  parable]  :  '  There  dwelt  in  a  wilderness  a  poor 
and  beautiful  woman  ;  and  a  certain  King,  ad- 
miring her  beauty,  desired  to  take  her  to  wife. 
.  .  .  The  marriage  was  concluded,  and  many 
sons  were  begotten  and  reared,  to  whom  their 
mother  spoke  thus  :  "  My  sons,  be  not  ashamed, 
for  ye  are  the  King's  sons.  Go,  therefore,  to  his 
Court,  and  he  will  supply  you  with  all  that  is 
necessary."  So  when  they  were  come  to  the 
King  he  wondered  at  their  beauty,  and,  seeing 
his  own  likeness  in  them,  he  said  to  them  : 
"  Whose  sons  are  ye  ?"  And  on  their  answering 
that  they  were  the  sons  of  a  poor  woman  dwelling 
in  the  wilderness,  the  King  embraced  them  with 
great  joy,  saying  :  "  Fear  not,  for  ye  are  my  sons  ; 
for  if  strangers  are  nourished  from  my  table,  much 
more  ye  who  are  my  legitimate  children."  The 
King  therefore  sent  to  the  woman  to  bid  her  send 
all  the  sons  she  had  borne  to  him  to  be  nourished 
at  his  Court.  .  .  .'  So  Francis  understood  that 
he  was  signified  by  that  poor  woman. — 3  Soc.  50. 

43  FEBRUARY    I2 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  POPE  INNOCENT  III. 

(continued) 

r'T^HEN  Francis  came  before  the  Pope  again, 
X  and  set  forth  in  order  what  the  Lord  had 
shown  him>  saying]  :  '  I  am  that  poor  woman 
whom  God  has  loved  and  honoured  through  His 
mercy,  and  of  whom  He  has  been  pleased  to 
beget  legitimate  sons.  And  the  King  of  kings 
has  told  me  that  He  will  nourish  all  the  sons  He 
shall  beget  by  me.  .  .  .  For  if  the  Lord  gives 
temporal  goods  to  sinners  that  they  may  nourish 
their  sons,  much  more  will  He  be  bountiful  to  men 
of  the  Gospel,  to  whom  this  is  due  by  merit.' 
When  the  Pope  heard  this,  he  marvelled  exceed- 
ingly, for  before  the  coming  of  Francis  he  had 
seen  in  a  vision  that  the  church  of  S.  John  Later  an 
was  threatening  to  fall,  and  a  certain  Religious, 
lowly  and  despised,  was  bearing  it  up  on  his  back. 
.  .  .  And  when  a  few  days  later  Francis  had 
come  to  him  and  disclosed  his  purpose  .  .  .  the 
Pope,  seeing  him  so  fervent  in  the  love  of  God, 
and  putting  together  the  vision  he  himself  had 
seen  and  the  aforesaid  parable  that  had  been 
revealed  to  the  man  of  God,  began  to  say  within 
himself  :  '  Truly  this  is  that  Religious  and  that 
holy  man  by  whom  the  Church  of  God  shall  be 
lifted  up  and  sustained.'  And  so  the  Pope 
embraced  him  and  approved  the  Rule  that  he 
had  written. — 3  Soc.  51. 

FEBRUARY    13  44 


THE  VISION  OF  THE  GREAT  TREE 

[  T  T  AVING  promised  to  obey  and  reverence  the 
IJL  supreme  Pontiff,  and  having  obtained  his 
blessing,  and  having  also  with  his  eleven  com- 
panions received  the  tonsure],  the  man  of  God 
left  the  city  and  went  forth  into  the  world,  greatly 
wondering  that  his  desire  had  been  so  easily  ful- 
filled, and  daily  increasing  in  hope  and  trust  in  the 
Saviour,  who,  by  His  holy  revelations,  had  shown 
to  him  beforehand  that  which  came  to  pass.  For 
before  he  obtained  [the  favour  of  the  Pope],  one 
night  when  he  had  fallen  asleep  it  seemed  to  him 
that  he  was  going  along  a  certain  road  by  the  side 
of  which  was  a  tree  of  great  stature,  fair,  strong, 
and  thick.  And  when  he  drew  near  and  stood 
beneath  it,  wondering  at  its  height  and  beauty, 
he  himself  suddenly  became  so  tall  that  he  touched 
the  top  of  the  tree,  and  very  easily  bent  it  down 
to  the  ground.  And  verily  so  it  came  to  pass  ; 
[for]  Pope  Innocent,  the  loftiest,  fairest,  and 
strongest  tree  in  the  world,  did  so  graciously  bow 
himself  at  his  petition  and  will. — 3  Soc.  53. 


45  FEBRUARY    14 


S.  FRANCIS  FALLS  INTO  AN  ECSTASY 
DURING  PRAYER 

[TN    the    early    days    of   his   ministry],   when 
-i     Francis  was  once  marveUing  at  the  Lord's 
mercy  in  regard  to  the  benefits  He  had  bestowed 
upon  him,  and  was  longing  that  the  future  course 
of  his  own  and  his  disciples'  life  might  be  shown 
him  by  the  Lord,  he  sought  the  place  of  prayer, 
as  he  was  wont  very  often  to  do,  and  as  he  waited 
there  upon  the  Ruler  of  the  whole  world  for  a  long 
time  with  fear  and  trembling,  thinking  in  the 
bitterness  of  his  soul  of  the  years  ill  spent,  and 
often  repeating  the  words,  '  Lord,  be  merciful  to 
me,  a  sinner,'  by  degrees  a  certain  unspeakable 
joy  and  surpassing  sweetness  began  to  overflow 
his  inmost  heart.     He  began  also  to  stand  aloof 
from  himself  ;  the  feelings  were  checked  and  the 
darkness  dispersed  which  through  fear  of  sin  had 
gathered  in  his  heart ;  there  was  poured  into  him 
assurance  of  the  forgiveness  of  all  offences,  and 
confidence  of   restoration  to  grace   was   vouch- 
safed  to   him.     Then  he  was  caught  up  above 
himself,  and  wholly  absorbed  in  a  certain  light  ; 
the  capacity  of  his  mind  was  enlarged,  and  he 
beheld  clearly  what  was  to  come  to  pass.     Finally, 
as  that  sweetness  faded  away  with  the  light,  having 
been  renewed  in  spirit,  he  already  seemed  changed 
into  another  man. — i  Cel.  26. 

FEBRUARY    15  46 


THE  BRETHREN  ENJOINED  TO  WORK 

*  T     ET  none  of  the  brethren,  wheresoever  they 
-Lv     may  be  hving  in  people's  houses,  as  ser- 
vants or  workmen,  act  as  chamberlains  or  cellarers, 
or  be  set  over  the  households  of  those  in  whose 
service  they  are,  nor  let  them  undertake  any  busi- 
ness that  may  cause  scandal  or  do  harm  to  their 
own  souls  ;  but  let  them  be  lesser  than  all  and 
subject  to  all  who  are  in  the  same  house.     And  let 
the  brethren  who  know  how  to  work,  work,  and  ply 
the  craft  they  know,  provided  it  be  not  against 
their   soul's   health   and   they  be   able   to  work 
honestly.     For  the  prophet  says :  '  Because  thou 
shalt  eat  the  labours  of  thy  hands,  blessed  art 
thou,  and  it  shall  be  well  with  thee  ';  and  the 
Apostle  :  '  He  who  will  not  work,  let  him  not  eat.' 
And  :  '  Let  each  one  remain  in  the  same  trade  and 
business  wherein  he  was  called.'     And  they  may 
take  for  their  work  everything  that  is  necessary, 
except  money  ;  and  when  need  shall  so  require, 
let  them  go  for  alms  like  other  brethren.     And 
they  may  have  the  tools  and  instruments  neces- 
sary for  their  trades. — Regula  i.,  c.  7  (Opusc.  128). 


47  FEBRUARY    i6 


AGAINST  IDLENESS,  SELFISHNESS,  AND 
SULLENNESS 

LET  all  the  brethren  zealously  apply  them- 
selves to  good  works,  for  it  is  written  : 
*  Always  be  doing  something  good,  that  the  devil 
may  find  thee  occupied  ';  and  again  :  '  Idleness  is 
the  enemy  of  the  soul.'  Therefore,  the  servants 
of  God  ought  always  to  busy  themselves  with 
prayer  or  some  good  work. 

Let  the  brethren,  wheresoever  they  may  be,  in 
hermitages  or  elsewhere,  beware  of  taking  any 
place  for  their  own  and  of  excluding  others  from 
it.  And  whosoever  shall  come  to  them,  be  he 
friend  or  foe,  thief  or  robber,  let  him  be  made 
welcome.  Wheresoever  the  brethren  may  be,  or 
in  whatsoever  place  they  may  meet  one  another, 
they  ought  to  be  careful  to  pay  one  another 
respect  and  honour  ungrudgingly  and  spiritually. 
And  let  them  beware  of  showing  themselves  out- 
wardly sad  or  moody  hypocrites,  but  let  them 
show  themselves  rejoicing  in  the  Lord,  cheerful, 
and  agreeable,  in  a  becoming  way. — Regula  i.,  c.  7 
(Opusc.  128). 


FEBRUARY    17  48 


THE  BRETHREN  ENCOURAGED  TO  GO  FOR 
ALMS 

MY  dearest  brethren  and  sons,  said  S. 
Francis,  be  not  ashamed  to  go  for  alms, 
for  that  the  Lord  made  Himself  poor  in  this  world 
for  us,  and  after  His  example  we  have  chosen  the 
way  of  truest  poverty.  Now,  if  we  have  chosen 
the  way  of  poverty  for  His  sake,  we  ought  not  to 
be  shy  of  going  for  alms.  It  is  in  no  wise  meet 
for  the  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  blush 
for  the  earnest  of  their  heavenly  inheritance. 
For  this  is  our  inheritance  which  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  won,  and  left  to  us  and  to  all  who  after  His 
example  will  live  in  holiest  poverty.  Verily  I 
say  unto  you,  that  many  of  the  noblest  and  wisest 
of  this  world  shall  come  to  this  congregation,  and 
hold  it  a  great  honour  and  favour  to  go  for  alms. 
And  ye,  who  are  the  first-fruits  of  them,  be  glad 
and  rejoice,  and  refuse  not  to  do  that  which  ye 
are  handing  down  to  be  done  by  those  holy  men. 
.  .  .  And  you  ought  to  go  for  alms  more  readily 
and  gladly  than  he  who  should  offer  a  hundred 
pieces  of  money  for  one,  because  you  offer  the 
love  of  God  to  them  from  whom  you  ask  alms, 
saying,  *  Give  us  alms  for  the  love  of  the  Lord 
God,'  in  comparison  of  which  heaven  and  earth 
are  naught. — Opusc.  244. 

49  l>  FEBRUARY   i^ 


THE  BRETHREN  WARNED  AGAINST  MONEY 

*  ^  I  ^HE  Lord  commanded  in  the  Gospel  :  '  See 
X  that  ye  beware  of  all  wickedness  and 
greed,  and  be  on  your  guard  against  the  anxieties 
of  this  world  and  the  cares  of  this  life.'  Where- 
fore let  no  brother,  wheresoever  he  may  be,  or 
whithersoever  he  be  going,  take,  receive,  or  cause 
to  be  received,  money  or  coin,  either  for  clothes 
or  books,  or  as  hire  for  any  work — no,  not  on  any 
occasion,  save  for  the  manifest  need  of  sick 
brethren,  for  that  we  ought  not  to  hold  or  think 
that  there  is  any  greater  use  in  money  and  coin 
than  in  stones.  And  the  devil  desires  to  blind 
those  who  covet  money  or  deem  it  better  than 
stones.  Let  us,  therefore,  beware  (for  that  we 
have  forsaken  all  things)  lest  we  lose  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  for  so  little.  And  if  we  find  any  coin 
anywhere  let  us  heed  it  no  more  than  the  dust 
which  we  tread  with  our  feet,  for  '  vanity  of 
vanities,  and  all  is  vanity.  .  .  .'  However,  in 
case  of  there  being  lepers  in  manifest  want,  the 
brethren  may  beg  alms  for  them.  Yet  let  them 
greatly  beware  of  money. — Regula  i.,  c.  8  (Opusc. 
130). 


FEBRUARY   19  50 


JUDGMENT  ON  A  BROTHER  TRANSGRESSING 
THE  RULE 

AS  two  brethren  were  walking  together,  they 
came  near  a  lepers'  hospital,  and  finding 
some  money  on  the  road,  they  halted,  and  dis- 
cussed what  should  be  done  with  such  dung. 
One  of  them,  laughing  at  his  brother's  conscience, 
wanted  to  take  the  money  as  an  offering  for  the 
lepers.  His  companion  forbade  him,  saying  that 
he  was  misled  by  false  piety,  and  urging  upon  the 
rash  brother  the  words  of  the  Rule,  whence  it 
is  very  clear  that  money  found  is  to  be  trampled 
on  like  dust.  The  other  hardened  his  mind 
against  the  warning  (for  he  was  ever  habitually 
stiff-necked),  despised  the  Rule,  bent  down,  and 
took  the  money.  But  he  did  not  escape  God's 
judgment.  Immediately  he  was  deprived  of 
speech,  and  gnashed  with  his  teeth.  And  so  did 
punishment  proclaim  this  fool,  so  did  retribution 
teach  the  arrogant  one  to  obey  the  father's  laws. 
At  last  he  threw  the  foul  stuff  away,  and  his 
polluted  lips,  washed  with  the  waters  of  penitence, 
were  unloosed  in  praise. — 2  Cel.  66. 


51  15  2  FEBRUARY  20 


PUNISHMENT  OF  A  BROTHER  FOR  TOUCHING 
MONEY 

ABOVE  all  the  things  of  the  world,  Francis,  the 
friend  of  God,  execrated  money.  .  .  .  One 
day  a  certain  layman  came  into  the  church  of 
S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula  to  pray,  and  put  down 
near  the  cross  some  money  for  an  offering.  When 
he  withdrew,  one  of  the  brethren  touched  it  with 
his  hand,  and  put  it  on  the  window-sill.  The 
holy  man  heard  what  the  brother  had  done,  and 
the  brother,  seeing  that  he  was  found  out, 
hastened  to  beg  for  pardon,  and,  falling  on  the 
ground,  offered  to  submit  to  stripes.  The  holy 
man  rebuked  him,  and,  after  chiding  him  most 
severely  for  having  touched  the  money,  bade  him 
remove  it  in  his  mouth  from  the  window-sill,  and 
with  his  mouth  lay  it  on  asses'  dung  outside  the 
precincts.  And  while  that  brother  gladly  obeyed 
this  command,  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard  of  it 
were  filled  with  fear. — 2  Cel.  65. 


FEBRUARY   21  52 


EXHORTATION  TO  POVERTY  AND  HUMILITY 

*  T  ET  all  the  brethren  be  zealous  to  follow  the 
1  J  humility  and  poverty  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  remember  that,  as  the  Apostle  says  : 
'  Having  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewith 
content ';  it  behoves  us  to  have  nothing  else  in  all 
the  world.  And  they  ought  to  rejoice  when  they 
associate  with  persons  outcast  and  despised,  with 
the  poor  and  feeble,  with  the  sick,  with  lepers  and 
beggars  by  the  wayside.  And  in  case  of  necessity 
let  them  go  for  alms  and  not  be  ashamed,  but 
rather  remember  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  the  living  God  Almighty,  set  His  face  as  a 
flint,  and  was  not  ashamed,  but  was  a  poor  man 
and  a  guest,  and  Himself,  with  the  Blessed  Virgin 
and  His  disciples,  lived  on  alms. 

If  men  should  do  them  shame  and  refuse  to 
give  them  alms,  let  them  thank  God  for  it,  because 
for  their  shame  they  shall  receive  great  honour 
before  the  judgment-seat  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  let  them  know  that  the  shame  is  not  imputed 
to  those  that  suffer  it,  but  to  those  that  inflict  it. 
.  .  .  And  the  brethren  who  get  alms  by  work 
shall  have  a  great  reward ;  and  they  also  cause 
those  who  give  alms  to  make  gain,  for  all  the 
things  that  men  do  in  this  world  shall  perish,  but 
for  the  charity  and  alms  they  have  done  they  shall 
be  rewarded  of  the  Lovd.—Regula  i.,  c.  9  (Opusc. 
132). 

53  FEBRUARY   22 


OF  THE  BEHAVIOUR  OF  THE  BRETHREN 
IN  SICKNESS 

*  T  F  any  brother  fall  sick,  wherever  he  may  be, 
A  let  not  the  other  brethren  leave  him  without 
appointing  one  or  (if  needful)  more  of  their  number 
to  serve  him,  even  as  they  would  wish  themselves 
to  be  served.  But  in  extreme  need  they  may 
leave  him  to  some  [other]  person^  who  should  do 
what  his  sickness  requires.  And  I  beg  the 
brother  who  is  sick  to  give  thanks  for  everything 
to  the  Creator,  and  to  desire  to  be  such  as  the 
Lord  would  have  him  be,  whether  whole  or  sick, 
for  that  God  trains  all  those  whom  He  has  fore- 
ordained to  eternal  life  by  the  goads  of  scourges 
and  sicknesses,  and  by  the  spirit  of  compunction, 
even  as  it  is  said  in  the  Apocalypse  :  '  I  correct 
and  chastise  those  whom  I  love.'  But  if  the 
sick  man  is  annoyed  or  angry  with  God  or  his 
brethren,  or  if  perchance  he  is  eager  in  asking  for 
medicines,  overmuch  longing  to  deliver  the  flesh, 
which  must  soon  die,  and  which  is  the  soul's 
enemy,  this  arises  from  evil,  and  the  man  is  carnal, 
and  seems  not  to  be  one  of  the  brethren,  for  that 
he  loves  his  body  more  than  his  soul. — Regula  i., 
c.  10  (Opusc.  136). 


FEBRUARY   23  54 


BROTHER  GILES  ON  PILGRIMAGE 

BROTHER  GILES,  with  S.  Francis'  leave, 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  sanctuary  of 
S.  James,  and  in  all  that  journey  he  did  not 
satisfy  his  hunger  by  reason  of  penury,  which  he 
gladly  bore  for  the  love  of  God.  And  one  day> 
going  for  alms  and  finding  none,  he  came  to  a 
threshing-floor  where  a  few  beans  had  been  left. 
These  he  picked  up  and  ate,  and  slept  there  that 
night,  and  was  as  much  refreshed  by  the  Lord  as 
if  he  had  had  various  kinds  of  food.  As  he 
journeyed  on  he  met  a  poor  man,  and  being  moved 
by  pity,  cut  the  hood  off  his  tunic  and  gave  it  him. 
And  thus  without  a  hood  he  walked  for  twenty 
days  in  succession.  When  he  reached  Ficarollo, 
in  Lombardy,  a  man  called  him,  and  being  in  great 
want,  he  went  gladly  to  the  man,  hoping  to  receive 
something  from  him.  But  the  man  put  dice  in 
his  hand,  and  invited  him  to  play.  Then  brother 
Giles,  in  nowise  moved,  humbly  answered  :  '  The 
Lord  forgive  thee.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  76. 


55  FEBRUARY   24 


AGAINST  VAINGLORY  AND  WORLDLY  WISDOM 

*  T  ENTREAT  in  love  (which  is  God)  all  my 
A  brethren,  preachers,  speakers,  and  workers, 
both  clerical  and  lay,  to  strive  to  humble  them- 
selves in  all  things,  not  to  boast,  nor  rejoice  in 
themselves,  nor  to  exalt  themselves  inwardly  con- 
cerning any  good  words  and  works,  or,  indeed, 
any  good  at  all  which  God  at  any  time  says  or 
does  and  works  in  them  and  through  them, 
according  to  what  the  Lord  himself  says  :  '  But 
in  this  rejoice  not,  that  the  spirits  are  subjected 
to  you.'  And  let  us  know  of  a  surety  that  we 
have  nothing  of  our  own  but  vices  and  sins,  and 
we  ought  rather  to  rejoice  when  we  fall  into 
divers  temptations,  and  when  we  are  bearing  any 
trials  or  troubles  of  soul  or  body  in  this  world  for 
the  sake  of  the  life  eternal.  Let  us  all,  therefore, 
brethren,  beware  of  all  pride  and  vainglory. 
Let  us  guard  ourselves  against  the  wisdom  of 
this  world  and  the  prudence  of  the  flesh.  For 
the  spirit  of  the  flesh  is  willing  and  zealous  in 
regard  to  talk,  but  not  much  so  in  regard  to  work, 
and  it  seeks  not  the  religion  and  inward  holiness 
of  the  spirit,  but  wishes  and  longs  for  the  religion 
and  holiness  that  appear  outwardly  to  men  ;  and 
these  are  they  of  whom  the  Lord  says  :  '  Verily 
I  say  unto  you,  they  have  received  their  reward.' 
— Regula  i.,  c.  17  {Opusc.  144). 

FEBRUARY   25  56 


OF  HUMBLING  THE  FLESH  AND  ASCRIBING 
ALL  GOOD  THINGS  TO  GOD 

*  npHE  spirit  which  is  of  the  Lord  wills  that  the 
JL  flesh  be  mortified  and  despised,  deemed 
of  no  account,  set  aside  and  held  in  reproach,  and 
is  zealous  for  humility,  patience,  pure  simplicity, 
and  true  peace  of  spirit,  and  ever  desires  above  all 
else  the  fear  of  God,  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  the 
Divine  love  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 
And  let  us  ascribe  all  good  things  to  God  most 
high  and  supreme,  and  acknowledge  them  to  be 
His,  and  give  thanks  for  them  all  to  Him  from 
whom  all  good  proceeds ;  and  let  Him,  the  most 
high  and  supreme  and  only  true  God,  have,  and 
have  rendered  to  Him,  and  receive  all  honour, 
reverence,  praise,  blessing,  thanks,  and  glory, 
whose  is  all  good,  and  who  alone  is  good.  And 
when  we  see  or  hear  evil  done  or  said,  or  God 
blasphemed,  let  us  on  our  part  bless  and  praise 
God,  who  is  blessed,  world  without  end.  Amen. — 
Regula  i.,  c.  17  (Opusc.  146). 


57  FEBRUARY   26 


OF  LOVING  OUR  ENEMIES  AND  GUARDING 
AGAINST  THE  WILES  OF  SATAN 

*  T  ET  us  all  give  heed,  brethren,  to  the  Lord's 
J— ^  words,  '  Love  your  enemies ;  do  good  to 
them  that  hate  you.'  For  even  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  whose  footsteps  we  ought  to  follow,  called 
His  betrayer  '  friend,'  and  freely  gave  Himself  up 
to  those  who  crucified  Him.  Therefore  all  they 
who  wrongfully  bring  upon  us  trouble,  distress, 
shame  and  outrage,  pain  and  torments,  martyrdom 
and  death,  are  our  friends,  whom  we  ought  much 
to  love,  because  from  what  they  inflict  on  us  we 
have  eternal  life.  And  let  us  hate  our  body,  with 
its  vices  and  sins,  because  by  living  after  the  flesh 
it  would  take  away  from  us  the  love  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  life  eternal,  and  destroy 
itself  with  all  [others]  in  hell.  .  .  .  Let  us  be 
much  on  our  guard  against  the  craft  and  subtlety 
of  Satan,  who  would  not  have  man  turn  his  mind 
and  heart  to  the  Lord  God,  and  goes  about  de- 
siring to  steal  away  the  heart  of  man  by  a  show 
of  some  reward  or  assistance,  and  to  choke  the 
words  and  commandments  of  the  Lord  out  of 
memory,  and  to  blind  the  heart  of  man  by  worldly 
business  and  care,  and  dwell  therein  himself. — 
Regula  i.,  c.  22  (Opusc.  152). 


FEBRUARY  27  58 


BROTHER  GILES  AND  THE  CARDINAL 

A  CERTAIN  Cardinal  invited  brother  Giles  to 
stay  with  him,  and  receive  from  him  the 
food  he  needed.  He  consented  to  stay,  but  re- 
fused the  food,  because  he  was  determined  to  live 
by  the  labours  of  his  hands.  .  .  .  But  the  Car- 
dinal asked  him  at  least  to  eat  at  his  table  the 
food  which  he  earned,  and  to  this  Brother  Giles 
consented.  .  .  .  And  so  he  always  came  to  the 
Cardinal's  table  with  the  loaves  he  earned  in  the 
sweat  of  his  face,  and  ate  them.  But  one  day 
there  was  such  a  flood  of  rain  that  brother  Giles 
could  not  go  out  to  earn,  and  the  Cardinal  said  to 
him,  rejoicing  :  '  To-day,  brother  Giles,  thou  must 
eat  of  my  food.'  But  he  was  cogitating  how  he 
could  earn  anything  that  day ;  and  he  went  to 
the  kitchen  and  said  to  the  cook  :  '  Why  dost  thou 
keep  thy  kitchen  so  dirty  ?'  '  Because  I  have  no 
one  now  to  clean  it.'  Then  brother  Giles,  having 
agreed  for  two  loaves,  swept  the  kitchen,  and  at 
dinner-time  brought  the  bread  that  he  had  earned. 
And  the  Cardinal  was  astonished  and  vexed,  for 
he  saw  himself  baulked  of  his  desire. — An.  Fr. 
iii.  83. 


59  FEBRUARY   28 


AN  EXHORTATION  TO  BE  USED  BY  THE 
BRETHREN 

*  ^  I  ^HIS  (or  the  like)  exhortation  and  praise  all 
A       my  brethren   may   (whensoever  it  shall 
please  them)  proclaim  among  all  men  whomso- 
ever, with  God's  blessing  : 

'  Fear  and  honour,  laud  and  bless,  and  worship 
with  thanksgiving,  the  Lord  God  Almighty  in 
Trinity  and  Unity,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  the  Creator  of  all  things.  "  Repent  ye,  and 
bring  forth  worthy  fruits  of  repentance,"  for  know 
ye  that  ye  shall  soon  die.  "  Give,  and  it  shall  be 
given  to  you  ;  forgive,  and  ye  shall  be  forgiven  ; 
and  if  ye  forgive  not,  the  Lord  will  not  forgive 
your  sins."  Blessed  are  they  who  die  in  repent- 
ance, for  they  shall  be  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Woe  to  those  who  do  not  die  in  repentance,  for 
they  shall  be  the  children  of  the  devil,  whose 
works  they  do,  and  shall  go  into  eternal  fire.  Take 
heed  and  abstain  from  all  evil,  and  persevere  until 
the  end  in  good.' — Regula  i.,  c.  21  iOpusc.  150). 


FEBRUARY  29  60 


OF  A  BROTHER  WHO  DIED  WITH  THE  RULE 
IN  HIS  HANDS 

S  FRANCIS  said  that  his  Rule  was  for  his 
followers  the  book  of  life,  the  hope  of 
salvation,  the  marrow  of  the  Gospel,  the  way  of 
perfection,  the  key  of  paradise,  and  the  covenant 
of  an  eternal  alliance.  ...  He  taught  them  ever 
to  keep  it  before  their  eyes,  to  remind  them  of  the 
life  they  should  lead,  and,  what  is  more,  that  they 
should  die  with  it.  Of  this  holy  teaching  a  certain 
lay-brother  was  not  unmindful.  He  had  gone 
among  the  unbelievers  from  zeal  of  martyrdom, 
and  when  at  last  he  was  being  led  away  to  death 
holding  the  Rule  with  both  hands,  he  bowed  his 
knees  humbly,  and  said  to  his  companion  :  '  Of 
all  the  things  I  have  done  against  this  Rule, 
dearest  brother,  in  the  sight  of  God's  majesty  and 
in  thy  sight  I  proclaim  myself  guilty.'  This 
brief  confession  was  followed  by  the  sword, 
whereby  he  and  his  companion  ended  their  lives. 
.  .  .  This  man  had  entered  the  Order  so  young 
that  he  could  scarcely  bear  the  fasting  prescribed 
by  the  Rule  ;  but  yet,  though  still  a  boy,  he  wore 
a  corslet  of  mail  next  his  skin. — S.  P.  77  ;  2  Cel. 
208  ;  An.  Fr.  iii.  224. 


61  MARCH    I 


S.  FRANCIS'  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  BEGINNING 
OF  HIS  MINISTRY 

*  A  FTER  that  the  Lord  gave  me  brethren,  no 
jl~\  one  showed  me  what  I  ought  to  do,  but  the 
Most  High  Himself  revealed  to  me  that  I  should 
live  according  to  the  form  of  the  Holy  Gospel. 
And  I  caused  this  to  be  written  down  simply  and 
in  few  words,  and  the  Lord  Pope  confirmed  it  to 
me.  And  they  who  came  to  take  up  this  life 
gave  up  whatever  they  might  have  to  the  poor, 
and  were  content  with  a  single  tunic,  patched 
inside  and  out  (if  they  wished),  together  with  a 
girdle  and  drawers  ;  and  we  would  have  no  more. 
We  clerks  said  the  office  like  other  clerks  ;  the 
lay-brothers  said  the  Lord's  Prayer.  We  gladly 
abode  in  poor  and  forsaken  churches,  and  were 
simple  folk  and  subject  to  all.  And  I  used  to 
work  with  my  hands,  and  I  desire  to  work,  and 
my  earnest  wish  is  that  all  the  brethren  should 
work  at  some  decent  employment  ;  and  let  those 
who  do  not  know  how  to,  learn — not  for  greed  of 
wages,  but  for  the  sake  of  a  good  example  and  to 
put  away  idleness.  And  if  wages  should  not  be 
given  us  for  our  work,  let  us  repair  to  the  table  of 
the  Lord,  seeking  alms  from  door  to  door.  The 
Lord  revealed  to  me  that  we  should  use  this 
greeting  :  '  The  Lord  give  thee  peace.' — Testa- 
mentum  S.  Francisci  (Opusc.  io8). 

MARCH   2  62 


THE  HAPPY  INTERCOURSE  OF  S.  FRANCIS 
AND  HIS  COMPANIONS  WITH  HOLY  POVERTY 

[AS  Francis  and  his  companions  journeyed 
2\  from  Rome  after  his  Rule  had  been  ap- 
proved by  Pope  Innocent  III.],  they  abode  about 
fifteen  days  at  a  soHtary  place  near  the  city  of 
Orte.  Some  of  them  used  to  go  into  the  city  to 
get  food,  and  bring  back  the  little  they  had  been 
able  to  beg  from  door  to  door  to  the  others,  and 
they  all  ate  it  together  with  thanksgiving  and 
with  joyful  hearts.  .  .  .  Great  was  their  exulta- 
tion at  seeing  and  having  nothing  which  could 
give  them  vain  or  carnal  delight.  Then,  more- 
over, they  began  to  have  intercourse  with  holy 
Poverty,  and,  comforted  above  measure  by  the 
lack  of  all  things  that  are  of  the  world,  they 
determined  to  cleave  to  her  for  ever,  everywhere, 
even  as  they  were  doing  there.  .  .  .  But  though 
the  pleasantness  of  the  place  (which  has  no  small 
power  to  weaken  true  strength  of  mind)  did  not 
hold  back  their  affections,  yet,  lest  a  longer  stay 
might  entangle  them  even  in  the  semblance  of 
ownership,  they  withdrew  thence,  and  followed 
their  happy  father  into  the  valley  of  Spoleto  ; 
and  they  discussed  the  question  whether  they 
should  live  among  men,  or  betake  them  to  solitary 
places.  But  holy  Francis  .  .  .  chose  not  to  live 
for  himself  alone,  but  for  Him  who  died  for  allj 
knowing  himself  to  have  been  sent  to  gain  souls 
for  God  which  the  devil  was  trying  to  take  away. 
—I  CeL  35. 


63  MARCH   3 


AN  INSTANCE  OF  S.  FRANCIS'  LITERAL 
OBSERVANCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

WHEN  the  blessed  Francis  was  with  the 
brethren  [as  yet  few  in  number]  whom 
he  had,  he  Hved  with  them  in  such  poverty  that 
they  observed  the  holy  Gospel  to  the  letter  in  all 
things — namely,  from  that  day  when  the  Lord 
revealed  to  him  that  he  and  his  brethren  were  to 
live  according  to  the  pattern  of  the  holy  Gospel. 
And  so  he  forbade  the  brother  who  acted  as  cook 
to  the  brethren  to  soak  the  pulse  in  hot  water 
overnight  (as  is  usually  done),  when  he  was  to 
give  them  to  the  brethren  to  eat  next  day,  in 
order  that  they  might  observe  that  word  of  the 
holy  Gospel :  '  Be  not  anxious  about  the  morrow.' 
Therefore  that  brother  used  to  put  off  soaking  the 
pulse  till  after  Matins,  when  the  day  on  which 
they  were  to  be  eaten  had  already  begun.  On 
this  account  many  of  the  brethren  in  many  places 
kept  to  this  rule,  and  would  not  get  or  receive  as 
alms  more  provisions  than  they  needed  for  one 
day,  especially  in  towns. — 5.  P.  19. 


MARCH  4  64 


S.  FRANCIS  ENCOURAGES  HIS  FIRST 
DISCIPLES 

COMFORT  ye  my  beloved,  and  rejoice  in 
the  Lord,  nor  be  ye  made  sorry  for  that 
ye  are  few,  nor  let  my  simplicity  nor  your  own 
dismay  you  ;  for  as  the  Lord  has  shown  me  in 
truth,  God  shall  make  you  grow  into  a  great  multi- 
tude, and  give  you  manifold  enlargement  by  the 
favour  of  His  blessing.  Many  shall  be  turned  to 
the  Lord,  and  throughout  the  whole  world  God 
shall  multiply  His  family  and  increase  it.  I  am 
constrained  also  for  your  profit  to  tell  you  what  I 
have  seen  ;  but  more  gladly  would  I  keep  silence 
concerning  it  if  charity  did  not  constrain  me  to 
report  it  to  you.  I  have  seen  a  great  multitude 
of  men  coming  to  us,  and  desiring  to  converse  with 
us  in  the  habit  of  holy  Religion.  And  lo  !  the 
sound  of  them  is  still  in  my  ears  as  they  go  and 
return  according  to  the  commandment  of  holy 
obedience.  I  have  seen,  as  it  were,  the  ways  filled 
with  the  multitude  of  them  coming  together  in 
these  parts  from  almost  every  nation.  French- 
men are  coming,  Spaniards  are  hastening, 
Germans  and  English  are  running,  and  a  mighty 
multitude  of  diverse  other  tongues  are  speeding. 
— Opusc.  232. 


65  B  MARCH  5 


S.  FRANCIS  TEACHES  THE  BRETHREN  TO 
PRAY— THEIR  ZEALOUS  OBEDIENCE 

AT  the  time  when  they  were  sojourning  at 
Rivo  Torto  the  brethren  entreated  Francis 
to  teach  them  to  pray,  because,  walking  in  sim- 
plicity of  spirit,  they  knew  not  as  yet  the  offices 
of  the  Church.  And  he  said  to  them  :  '  When  ye 
pray,  say  "  Our  Father  "  and  "  We  adore  Thee, 
O  Christ,  at  all  Thy  churches  which  are  in  all  the 
world,  and  we  bless  Thee  for  that  by  Thy  holy 
Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed  the  world."  '  And  this 
the  brethren,  dutiful  disciples  of  their  master, 
were  careful  to  observe,  for  not  only  those  things 
which  blessed  Francis  told  them  by  way  of 
brotherly  advice  or  fatherly  command,  but  even 
those  things  which  he  was  thinking  of  or  medi- 
tating on,  if  they  could  get  to  know  them  by  any 
token,  they  strove  most  effectually  to  fulfil.  For 
their  blessed  father  used  to  tell  them  that  true 
obedience  refers  not  only  to  what  is  uttered,  but 
to  what  is  thought ;  not  only  to  what  is  enjoined, 
but  to  what  is  desired. — i  Cel.  45. 


MARCH  6  66 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  EMPEROR  OTHO  IV. 

[TT  THEN  Francis  and  his  companions  were 
VV  dwelling  in  a  deserted  hovel  at  Rivo 
Torto],  the  Emperor  Otho  passed  through  those 
quarters  with  great  stir  and  pomp  to  take  up  the 
crown  of  the  earthly  empire.  The  holy  father 
and  his  companions  in  the  aforesaid  hovel  were 
close  to  the  road  by  which  the  Emperor  was 
passing,  but  he  did  not  go  out  to  look,  nor  did  he 
allow  any  to  do  so,  save  one,  who  was  most  stead- 
fastly to  announce  to  the  Emperor  that  this 
glory  of  his  would  endure  but  for  a  short  time. 
For  the  glorious  saint  was  dwelling  within  himself, 
and,  walking  in  the  amplitude  of  his  heart,  was 
making  ready  in  himself  an  habitation  meet  for 
God  ;  wherefore  no  outward  clamour  caught  his 
ears,  nor  could  any  sound  disturb  or  interrupt 
the  vast  business  which  he  had  in  hand.  The 
Apostolic  authority  was  strong  in  him,  and  there- 
fore he  utterly  refused  to  flatter  kings  and  princes  ; 
he  ever  applied  himself  to  holy  simplicity,  nor  did 
he  allow  the  straitness  of  his  abode  to  cramp  the 
breadth  of  his  heart. — i  Cel.  43. 


67  E  2  MARCH  7 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  BROTHER  WHO  WAS 
STARVING  HIMSELF  TO  DEATH 

r/^NE  night  while  Francis  and  his  little  flock 
y~y  abode  at  Rivo  Torto]  one  of  the  sheep 
cried  out,  the  rest  being  asleep  :  '  I  am  dying, 
brethren — see,  I  am  dying  of  hunger  !'  The  good 
shepherd  arose  forthwith,  and  hastened  to  minister 
the  fitting  remedy  to  the  ailing  sheep.  He  bade 
the  table  to  be  spread,  though  it  were  furnished 
with  rustic  cates  alone,  and  (as  often  happened) 
water  supplied  the  want  of  wine.  He  himself 
began  first  to  eat,  and  invited  the  other  brethren 
to  share  in  this  office  of  charity,  lest  that  famished 
brother  should  feel  ashamed  [to  eat  alone]. 
Then  after  they  had  taken  food  the  father  dis- 
coursed at  large  to  his  sons  on  the  virtue  of 
discretion,  warning  them  each  to  have  regard  to 
his  own  strength  in  the  service  of  God.  To 
deprive  the  body  indiscreetly  of  its  due  was,  he 
said,  a  sin  like  that  of  giving  it  too  much  at  the 
prompting  of  gluttony.  And  he  added  :  '  What 
I  have  done  in  eating  now,  dear  brethren,  I  have 
done  by  dispensation,  not  by  inclination,  at  the 
bidding  of  brotherly  charity.  Let  the  charity  be 
your  example,  not  the  food  ;  for  food  ministers 
to  gluttony,  but  charity  to  the  spirit.' — 2  Cel.  22. 


MARCH  8  66 


PRACTICAL  INJUNCTIONS  TO  THE  BRETHREN 

*T  ET  everyone  love  and  nourish  his  brother, 
1  J  even  as  a  mother  loves  and  nourishes  her 
son,  in  those  things  wherein  God  bestows  His 
grace  upon  them.  '  And  let  not  him  that  eateth 
not  despise  him  that  eateth,  nor  let  him  that 
eateth  judge  him  that  eateth  not.'  And  in  case 
of  need  all  the  brethren  wheresoever  they  be  may 
use  any  food  that  men  can  eat,  according  to  our 
Lord's  words  concerning  David,  who  ate  the  shew- 
bread,  which  it  was  unlawful  to  eat  except  for 
the  priests. — Regula  i.  9  {Opusc.  134). 


THE  DISMISSAL  OF  '  BROTHER  FLY  ' 

IN  the  early  days  of  the  Order,  when  the 
brethren  dwelt  at  Rivo  Torto  near  Assisi, 
there  was  one  brother  among  them  who  prayed 
little  and  did  not  work,  nor  would  he  go  for  alms, 
but  he  ate  well.  When  the  blessed  Francis  con- 
sidered these  things,  he  knew  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
that  that  was  a  carnal  man,  and  he  said  to  him  : 
'  Go  thy  way,  brother  fly,  for  thou  wouldst  eat 
up  the  labour  of  thy  brethren,  and  be  idle  in  God's 
work,  like  a  barren  drone  which  gains  nothing, 
do'^e  --xO  work,  and  eats  up  the  labour  and  gain  of 
the  good  bees.'  And  so  he  went  his  way,  and 
because  he  was  carnal  he  neither  asked  nor  found 
mercy. — 5.  P.  24. 

69  MARCH  9 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  SICK  BROTHER 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  at  Rivo  Torto  a  certain 
brother,  a  spiritual  man  and  of  long 
standing  in  the  Order,  lay  sick  there  and  in  great 
weakness.  S.  Francis  was  moved  with  com- 
passion towards  him  as  he  looked  upon  him,  but 
because  the  brethren  used  no  medicines  in  sick- 
ness, and  did  not  even  ask  for  them,  but  rather 
had  pleasure  in  taking  things  prejudicial  to  the 
body,  Francis  said  to  himself  :  '  If  this  brother 
were  to  eat  some  ripe  grapes  early  in  the  morning 
I  believe  they  would  do  him  good.'  And  he  carried 
out  his  plan,  for  he  rose  very  early  one  day,  called 
that  brother  secretly,  and  brought  him  to  a 
vineyard  that  was  close  by.  Then  he  looked  out  a 
vine  on  which  were  grapes  fit  to  eat,  and  sitting 
down  by  the  vine  with  the  brother,  began  to  eat 
some  of  the  grapes,  that  the  brother  might  not 
feel  ashamed  at  eating  alone.  And  as  they  were 
eating,  the  brother  was  delivered  from  his  sickness, 
and  they  praised  the  Lord  together.  And  all  his 
life  long  that  brother  remembered  the  kindness 
and  compassion  that  the  most  holy  father  had 
shown  and  done  towards  him,  and  he  would  often 
tell  the  story  among  the  brethren  with  great 
devotion  and  with  tears. — 5.  P.  28. 


MARCH   10  70 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  HIS  BRETHREN  DEPART 
FROM  RIVO  TORTO 

['T^HE  hovel  at  Rivo  Torto  where  S.  Francis 
X  and  his  companions  abode]  was  so  narrow 
that  they  could  scarce  sit  down  or  rest  there.  .  .  . 
The  man  of  God  wrote  the  names  of  the  brethren 
on  the  beams  of  the  hovel,  so  that  each  if  he  wished 
to  rest  or  pray  might  recognise  his  own  place.  .  .  . 
One  day  while  the  brethren  were  abiding  there  a 
countryman  caone  thither  with  his  ass,  intending 
to  take  shelter  in  the  hovel.  In  order  not  to  be 
driven  away  by  the  brethren,  he  made  his  way  in 
with  the  ass,  saying  to  it :  '  Go  in,  go  in,  for  we 
shall  do  good  to  this  place.'  When  the  holy 
father  heard  these  words  and  perceived  what  the 
countrjmian  meant,  he  was  moved  in  spirit ;  for 
the  man  thought  that  the  brethren  intended  to 
stay  there  [as  owners]  and  enlarge  the  place  in 
order  to  '  add  house  to  house.'  And  S.  Francis 
went  out  at  once,  and  forsook  that  hovel,  because 
of  what  the  countryman  had  said,  .and  he 
removed  to  another  place  not  far  from  it  called 
Portiuncula,  where  the  church  of  S.  Mary  was 
that  he  had  repaired  long  before.  He  would  have 
nothing  in  the  way  of  property,  that  he  might  the 
more  fully  possess  all  things  in  the  Lord. — 
3  Soc.  55  ;  i  Cel.  44. 

71  MARCH    II 


S.  FRANCIS'  LOVE  FOR  S.  MARIA  DE 
PORTIUNCULA 

FRANCIS  commended  the  church  of  S.  Maria 
de  Portiuncula  to  all  the  brethren  as  the 
place  beloved  by  the  glorious  Virgin  above  all 
other  places  in  this  world.  To  his  affection  for 
this  place  and  his  commendation  of  it  a  certain 
vision  greatly  contributed,  which  had  been  seen 
by  a  brother  while  still  living  in  the  world,  whom 
Francis  loved  with  singular  affection.  ...  It 
appeared  to  this  brother  in  a  vision  that  all  the 
men  in  this  world  were  blind,  and  kneeling  round 
S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula,  and  with  hands  clasped 
and  faces  raised  towards  heaven,  they  were 
entreating  the  Lord  with  loud  and  lamentable 
voice  that  of  His  mercy  He  would  deign  to  give 
them  light.  And  as  they  prayed  it  seemed  that 
a  great  brightness  came  forth  from  heaven  and 
descended  upon  them,  illuminating  them  all  with 
healing  light.  He  awoke,  and  steadfastly  pur- 
posed to  serve  God.  And  soon  afterwards  he 
utterly  forsook  the  wicked  world  with  its  pomps 
and  entered  Religion,  wherein  he  remained 
humbly  and  devoutly  serving  God. — 3  Soc.  56. 


MARCH  12  72 


S.  FRANCIS'  HUMILITY 

AT  Pentecost  all  the  brethren  were  wont  to 
assemble  at  S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula  and 
discuss  how  they  might  best  observe  the  Rule. 
.  .  .  And  S.  Francis  admonished,  reproved,  and 
gave  commandments  as  it  seemed  good  to  him, 
according  to  the  counsel  of  the  Lord.  But  all 
things  that  he  enjoined  on  them  in  words  he 
showed  forth  affectionately  and  zealously  in 
works.  He  venerated  the  Prelates,  and  the 
priests  of  S.  Maria,  and  honoured  the  aged,  the 
noble,  and  the  rich  ;  the  poor  also  he  loved  and 
pitied  with  his  inmost  heart ;  and  he  showed  him- 
self subject  unto  all.  High  as  he  was  above  all 
the  brethren,  still  he  used  to  appoint  one  of  the 
brethren  abiding  with  him  his  warden  and  lord, 
whom,  in  order  that  he  might  put  away  from 
himself  all  occasion  of  pride,  he  obeyed  with 
humility  and  devotion.  For  among  all  men  he 
humbled  his  head  even  to  the  ground,  that  he 
might  deserve  one  day  to  be  exalted  among  the 
saints  and  chosen  of  God  in  His  presence. — 
3  Soc.  57. 


73  MARCH    13 


S.   FRANCIS'  COMMISSION  TO  THE  BRETHREN 

IN  God's  name,  go  on  your  way  two  and  two, 
humbly,  virtuously,  and,  above  all,  in  strict 
silence  from  morning  until  after  tierce,  praying  to 
the  Lord  in  your  hearts.  Let  not  idle  and  un- 
profitable words  be  uttered  among  you ;  for 
though  you  are  journeying,  yet  let  your  way  of  life 
be  as  humble  and  virtuous  as  if  you  were  in  a 
hermitage  or  cell.  For  wherever  we  are  and  are 
journeying,  we  always  have  our  cell  with  us.  For 
brother  body  is  our  cell,  and  the  soul  is  the  hermit 
which  abides  in  the  cell,  to  pray  to  the  Lord  and 
meditate  on  Him  :  wherefore  if  the  soul  abide  not 
quietly  in  its  cell,  a  cell  made  with  hands  profits 
the  Religious  little.  Let  your  conversation  among 
the  people  be  such  that  whosoever  shall  hear  or  see 
you  may  devoutly  praise  our  glorious  heavenly 
Father  and  God.  Proclaim  peace  to  all,  saying, 
'  The  Lord  give  thee  peace  !'  But  as  ye  proclaim 
peace  with  your  mouth,  so  have  it  yet  more  in 
your  heart.  Let  none  through  you  be  moved 
to  wrath  or  scandal,  but  let  all  be  moved  by 
your  gentleness  to  peace,  kindness,  and  concord. 
For  our  vocation  is  to  heal  the  wounded,  to  bind 
up  the  broken,  and  to  call  back  the  erring.  For 
many  will  seem  to  you  members  of  the  devil  who 
shall  yet  be  disciples  of  Christ. — Opusc.  272. 

MARCH   14  74 


S.  FRANCIS  AS  PREACHER 

FRANCIS,  the  valiant  knight  of  Christ,  went 
round  the  cities  and  fortresses  proclaiming 
the  kingdom  of  God,  preaching  peace,  teaching 
salvation  and  repentance  for  the  remission  of 
sins,  not  with  plausible  words  of  human  wisdom, 
but  with  the  learning  and  power  of  the  Spirit. 
The  Apostolic  authority  which  had  been  granted 
him  enabled  him  to  act  in  all  things  with  confi- 
dence, without  using  flattery  or  seducing  blandish- 
ments. Incapable  of  showing  favour  to  the  lives 
of  sinners,  he  could  smite  them  with  sharp  reproof, 
because  he  had  persuaded  himself  by  practice  of 
that  which  he  endeavoured  to  commend  to  others 
by  his  words  ;  and,  without  fear  of  any  reprover, 
he  uttered  the  truth  most  confidently,  so  that  the 
most  learned  men,  mighty  in  renown  and  dignity, 
wondered  at  his  sermons  and  were  smitten  by  his 
presence  with  wholesome  fear.  Men  and  women 
ran,  clerks  hastened,  the  Religious  made  speed 
to  see  and  hear  the  holy  man  of  God,  who  seemed 
to  all  to  be  a  man  of  another  world. — i  Cel.  36. 


75  MARCH    15 


THE  FIRST  PREACHING  OF  S.  FRANCIS  IN 
UMBRIA 

[  T  N  Umbria  in  the  early  days  of  his  ministry] 
jL  people  of  every  age  and  either  sex  hastened 
to  behold  the  wonders  which  the  Lord  was  newly 
working  in  the  world  by  His  servant.  Surely  at 
that  time,  whether  by  holy  Francis'  presence  or 
by  the  fame  [of  him],  it  seemed  that,  as  it  were,  a 
new  light  had  been  sent  from  heaven  on  earth, 
scattering  the  universal  blackness  of  darkness 
which  had  seized  on  wellnigh  the  whole  of  that 
region,  so  that  scarce  anyone  knew  whither  he 
must  go.  For  such  a  depth  of  forgetfulness  of 
God  and  such  slumber  of  neglect  of  His  command- 
ments had  oppressed  almost  all  that  they  could 
scarce  endure  to  be  roused,  even  slightly,  from 
their  old  and  inveterate  sins.  He  darted  his  beams 
like  a  star  shining  in  the  gloom  of  night,  and  as  it 
were  the  morning  spread  over  the  darkness  ;  and 
thus  it  came  to  pass  that  in  a  short  time  the  face 
of  the  whole  province  was  changed,  and  she 
appeared  of  more  cheerful  countenance,  the 
former  foulness  having  been  everywhere  laid 
aside. — i  CeL  36,  37. 


MARCH  16  76 


THE  EFFECT  OF  S.  FRANCIS'  PREACHING 
IN  UMBRIA 

[/^^N  Francis'  preaching  in  Umbria]  the  former 
V^  dryness  was  done  away,  and  in  the  field 
erstwhile  hard  the  crops  sprang  up  ;  the  untended 
vine  began,  moreover,  to  put  forth  shoots  of  Divine 
fragrance,  and,  after  bearing  blossoms  of  sweetness, 
yielded  fruits  of  honour  and  virtue  together.  Every- 
where thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of  praise  were 
resounding  in  such  wise  that  many  cast  away  the 
cares  of  the  world,  and  in  the  life  and  teaching  of 
most  blessed  father  Francis  gained  knowledge  of 
themselves,  and  aspired  to  love  of  their  Creator 
and  reverence  for  Him.  Many  among  the  people, 
nobles  and  plebeians,  clerks  and  lay-folk,  pierced 
by  God's  inspiration,  began  to  come  to  holy 
Francis,  longing  evermore  to  fight  under  his  dis- 
cipline and  leadership  :  all  of  whom  the  saint  of 
God,  like  a  plenteous  stream  of  heavenly  grace, 
watered  with  anointing  showers,  and  beautified 
the  field  of  their  hearts  with  flowers  of  virtue. — 
I  Cd.  37. 


77  MARCH    I 


THE  BEHAVIOUR  OF  THE  FIRST  BRETHREN 

OH,  with  what  ardour  of  charity  did  these 
new  disciples  of  Christ  burn  !  What  love 
of  their  pious  fellowship  flourished  among  them  I 
For  whenever  they  came  together  in  any  place, 
or  met  one  another  by  the  way,  there  sprang 
up  a  shoot  of  spiritual  love,  scattering  over  all 
love,  the  seeds  of  true  affection.  What  can  I 
say  more  ?  Their  embraces  were  chaste,  their 
feelings  gentle,  their  kisses  holy,  their  intercourse 
sweet,  their  laughter  modest,  their  look  cheerful, 
their  eye  single,  their  spirit  submissive,  their 
tongue  peaceable,  their  answer  soft,  their  purpose 
identical,  their  obedience  ready,  their  hand  un- 
tiring. And  for  that  they  despised  all  earthly 
things,  and  never  loved  one  another  with  private 
love,  but  poured  forth  all  their  affection  in 
common,  the  business  of  all  alike  was  to  give 
up  themselves  as  the  price  of  supplying  their 
brethren's  need. — i  Cel.  38,  39. 


MARCH  18  78 


S.  FRANCIS'  EXHORTATION  TO  THE  BRETHREN 
SENT  FORTH  AMONG  THE  SARACENS 

MY  children,  God  has  bidden  me  send  you  to 
the  land  of  the  Saracens  to  preach  and 
confess  His  faith  and  attack  the  Mahometan 
law.  And  I  also  will  go  to  the  unbelievers  in 
another  direction,  and  will  send  other  brethren 
through  all  the  world.  Wherefore,  my  sons, 
prepare  to  fulfil  the  will  of  the  Lord.  And  that 
ye  may  be  the  better  able  to  perform  the  com- 
mandment of  God  for  the  salvation  of  your  souls, 
see  that  there  be  among  you  peace  and  concord, 
and  an  indissoluble  bond  of  charity.  Flee  from 
envy,  which  was  the  beginning  of  our  fall.  Be 
patient  in  tribulation  and  humble  in  success  ;  so 
shall  ye  be  conquerors  in  every  fight.  Be  imi- 
tators of  Christ  in  poverty,  obedience,  and  chas- 
tity ;  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  born  and  lived 
in  poverty  ;  He  taught  poverty,  and  with  poverty 
He  died.  And  that  He  might  show  His  love  for 
chastity,  He  willed  to  be  born  of  a  virgin  ;  He 
sent  before  Him  the  Innocents,  virgin  soldiers  ; 
He  counselled  and  kept  virginity  ;  He  passed  out 
of  this  life  among  virgins.  Obedience  also  He 
preserved  from  His  birth  till  His  death  on  the 
Cross.  Let  your  hope  be  in  God  alone,  who  will 
guide  and  help  you. — Opusc.  274. 

79  MARCH    19 


THE  LIFE  OF  THE  FIRST  BRETHREN 

THESE  followers  of  holy  poverty,  having 
nothing,  loved  nothing,  and  therefore  had 
no  fear  of  losing  anything.  They  were  content 
with  a  tunic  only,  patched  sometimes  within  and 
without ;  no  elegance  was  seen  in  it,  but  great 
abjectness  and  vileness,  to  the  end  they  might 
wholly  appear  therein  as  crucified  to  the  world. 
They  were  girt  with  a  cord,  and  wore  drawers  of 
common  stuff ;  and  they  were  piously  purposed  to 
remain  in  that  state,  and  to  have  nothing  more. 
Everywhere  therefore  they  were  secure,  nor 
kept  in  suspense  by  any  fear  ;  distracted  by  no 
care,  they  awaited  the  morrow  without  solicitude, 
nor,  though  oftentimes  in  great  straits  in  their 
journeyings,  were  they  ever  in  anxiety  about  a 
night's  lodging.  For  when,  as  often  happened, 
they  lacked  a  lodging  in  the  coldest  weather,  an 
oven  sheltered  them,  or,  at  least,  they  lay  hid  by 
night  humbly  in  underground  places  or  in  caves. 
And  by  day  those  who  knew  how  to  worked  with 
their  hands,  and  they  stayed  in  lepers'  houses,  or 
in  other  decent  places,  serving  all  with  humility 
and  devotion. — i  Cel.  39. 


MARCH  20  80 


THE  PATIENCE  OF  THE  FIRST  BRETHREN 

NEVER  would  [the  early  disciples  of  Francis] 
exercise  any  calling  whence  scandal  might 
arise,  but,  by  always  doing  holy,  just,  virtuous, 
and  useful  deeds,  they  provoked  all  with  whom 
they  lived  to  copy  their  humility  and  patience. 
The  virtue  of  patience  had  so  compassed  them 
about  that  they  rather  sought  to  be  where  they 
might  suffer  persecution  of  their  bodies  than  where 
they  might  be  uplifted  by  the  world's  favour,  if 
their  holiness  was  acknowledged  or  praised.  For 
many  times  when  they  were  reviled,  insulted, 
stripped  naked,  scourged,  bound,  or  imprisoned, 
they  would  not  avail  themselves  of  anyone's  pro- 
tection, but  bore  all  so  bravely  that  the  voice  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving  alone  sounded  in  their 
mouth.  Scarcely,  or  not  at  all,  did  they  cease 
from  praising  God  and  from  prayer  ;  but,  recalling 
by  constant  examination  what  they  had  done, 
they  rendered  thanks  to  God  for  what  they  had 
done  well,  and  groans  and  tears  for  what  they 
had  neglected  or  unadvisedly  committed. — i  Cel. 
40. 


81  F  MARCH   21 


THE  FIRST  BRETHREN'S  ZEAL  IN  PRAYER 
AND  THEIR  ENDURANCE 

['THHE  early  disciples  of  Francis]  deemed  them- 
X  selves  forsaken  by  God  unless  they  knew 
themselves  in  their  devotions  to  be  constantly 
visited  by  their  wonted  piety.  And  when  they 
would  apply  themselves  to  prayer  they  sought 
the  support  of  certain  appliances  lest  sleep  should 
seize  them.  Some  were  held  up  by  hanging  ropes, 
some  surrounded  themselves  with  instruments  of 
iron,  while  others  shut  themselves  in  wooden 
cages.  .  .  .  And  so  vigorously  did  they  set  at 
naught  all  earthly  things  that  they  scarce  sub- 
mitted to  take  the  barest  necessities  of  life,  and 
having  been  parted  by  such  long  usage  from 
bodily  comfort,  they  shrank  not  from  any  hard- 
ships. Amid  all  this  they  followed  after  peace 
and  gentleness  with  all  men,  and,  ever  behaving 
themselves  modestly  and  peaceably,  they  were 
most  zealous  in  avoiding  all  occasions  of  scandal. 
— I  Cel.  40. 


MARCH  22  82 


THE  SIMPLICITY  OF  THE  FIRST  BRETHREN 

SO  much  had  holy  simplicity  filled  the  first 
disciples  of  Francis,  so  much  did  purity 
of  heart  possess  them,  that  they  were  entirely 
unaware  of  duplicity  of  mind.  .  .  .  For  once 
when  they  were  often  confessing  their  sins  to  a 
secular  priest  who  was  deservedly  infamous,  and 
whose  wickedness  had  been  made  known  to  them 
by  many,  they  would  by  no  means  believe  it,  nor 
did  they  on  that  account  omit  to  confess  their 
sins  to  him  as  usual,  or  to  pay  him  due  reverence. 
And  when  one  day  he  (or  another  priest)  had  said 
to  one  of  the  brethren  :  '  See,  brother,  that  thou 
be  not  a  hypocrite,'  that  brother  immediately 
believed,  by  reason  o£  the  priest's  words,  that  he 
was  a  hypocrite,  and  therefore  day  and  night  he 
lamented,  being  moved  with  exceeding  grief.  .  .  . 
He  continued  a  long  time  in  such  simplicity,  but 
was  calmed  at  length  by  the  blessed  father's 
words,  who  explained  to  him  the  priest's  saying, 
and  wisely  made  excuse  for  the  priest's  intention. 
— I  Cel.  46. 


83  F  2  MARCH  23 


S.  FRANCIS  MAKES  SNOWBALLS 

[/^"^NCE  in  winter  Francis  was  troubled  by  a 
v^  grievous  temptation  of  the  flesh],  and 
seeing  that,  in  spite  of  scourging  himself,  the 
temptation  did  not  leave  him,  though  all  his 
members  were  covered  with  weals,  he  opened  his 
cell,  went  out  into  the  garden,  and  plunged  naked 
into  deep  snow.  Then,  filling  his  hands  with 
the  snow,  he  made  up  seven  lumps  of  it  like 
balls,  and  setting  them  before  him,  began  to 
address  his  body  thus  :  '  See,'  he  said,  '  this  large 
one  is  thy  wife,  those  four  are  thy  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  the  others  are  the  manservant  and 
maidservant  who  are  required  to  wait  on  them ; 
and  make  haste  and  clothe  them  all,  for  they  are 
dying  of  cold  !  If,  however,  the  manifold  care  of 
them  troubles  thee,  be  zealous  to  serve  God  only.' 
Forthwith  the  devil  departed,  being  put  to  con- 
fusion, and  the  holy  man  went  back  to  his  cell 
glorifying  God.  A  certain  spiritual  brother,  who 
was  then  engaged  in  prayer,  saw  it  all  by  the 
bright  moonlight ;  and  when  Francis  found  out 
afterwards  that  the  brother  had  seen  him,  he 
was  much  distressed,  and  bade  him  reveal  the 
thing  to  no  one  as  long  as  he  should  live. — 
2  Cel.  117. 


MARCH    24  84 


SALUTATION  OF  OUR  LADY 

*  T  T  AIL  !  holy  Lady,  most  holy  Queen,  Mary, 
1  A  Mother  of  God,  who  art  a  virgin  for  ever, 
chosen  by  the  most  holy  Father  from  heaven. 
Thee  did  He  consecrate  with  His  most  holy 
beloved  Son  and  the  Spirit  the  Paraclete.  In 
thee  was  and  is  all  fulness  of  grace  and  every  good. 
Hail !  thou  His  palace.  Hail !  thou  His  taber- 
nacle. Hail !  thou  His  house.  Hail !  thou  His 
garment.  Hail !  thou  His  handmaid.  Hail !  thou 
His  Mother,  and  all  ye  holy  Virtues  which  by  the 
grace  and  illumination  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are 
poured  into  the  hearts  of  the  faithful,  to  the  end 
that,  from  being  unfaithful,  ye  may  make  them 
faithful  to  God. — Opusc.  94. 


85  MARCH   25 


AGAINST  IDLE  WORDS 

ONCE  at  S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula  the  holy 
man,  considering  that  what  has  been 
gained  by  prayer  often  flows  away  through  idle 
words  spoken  after  prayer,  ordained  this  remedy 
against  the  fault  of  idle  words :  '  Let  every 
brother  who  utters  an  idle  or  unprofitable  word 
be  bound  to  own  his  guilt  forthwith,  and  for  each 
idle  word  to  say  the  Lord's  prayer  once.  And 
my  will  is,  that  in  case  he  shall  have  been  the 
first  to  blame  himself  for  his  fault,  he  say  the 
Lord's  prayer  for  his  own  soul ;  but  if  he  have 
been  first  rebuked  by  another,  that  he  apply  the 
prayer  to  the  soul  of  him  that  rebuked  him. — 
2  Cel.  i6o. 


MARCH   26  86 


S.  FRANCIS  PREACHES  BEFORE  THE  SOLDAN 

IN  the  year  12 19  S.  Francis,  urged  by  the 
ardour  of  charity  to  seek  for  martyrdom,  for 
the  third  time  determined  to  sail  to  the  country 
of  the  unbeHevers  in  order  to  spread  the  faith  of 
the  Trinity  by  shedding  his  own  blood.  And 
taking  with  him  Brother  lUuminato  and  Brother 
Pietro  dei  Cattani  and  ten  others,  he  crossed  the 
sea.  And  as  he  was  boldly  advancing  toward 
the  camp  of  the  Soldan  he  was  seized  on  the  way, 
and  many  insults  were  put  upon  him  and  many 
stripes.  And  as  they  were  beating  him,  he  cried 
out  :  '  Soldan  !  Soldan  !'  So  when  he  was  brought 
before  the  Soldan  that  fierce  man  was  turned  to 
gentleness  at  the  sight  of  the  man  of  God,  and 
received  him  with  respect,  treated  him  kindly, 
and  willingly  heard  him  preach.  But  seeing  that 
he  could  gain  no  fruit  there,  he  determined  to  go 
back,  and  the  Soldan  ordered  him  to  be  escorted 
by  an  armed  band  to  the  Christian  army  then 
besieging  the  city  of  Damietta. — An.  Fr.  ii.  15. 


87  MARCH  27 


THE  PREACHING  OF  S.  FRANCIS 

THOUGH  the  evangelist  Francis  preached  to 
the  unlearned  in  homely  and  unlearned 
language,  knowing  as  he  did  that  virtue  is  more 
needful  than  words,  yet  among  spiritual  men  and 
those  of  greater  capacity  his  utterances  were  of 
wondrous  depth.  He  would  hint  in  a  few  words 
at  what  was  unspeakable,  and  mingling  ardent 
gestures  with  his  words,  transported  his  hearers 
whoUy  to  heavenly  things.  He  made  no  use 
of  the  keys  of  distinctions,  because- ■  he  did  not 
lay  out  in  order  discourses  which  were  not  of 
his  own  inventing.  Christ,  the  very  Truth  and 
Wisdom,  gave  to  his  voice  the  voice  of  power. 
A  physician,  a  learned  and  eloquent  man,  once 
said  :  '  Whereas  I  can  remember  every  word  of 
other  preachers,  those  of  holy  Francis  alone 
escape  me  :  and  if  I  commit  any  of  them  to 
memory,  they  do  not  seem  to  me  the  same  that 
dropped  from  his  lips  before.' — 2  Cel.  107. 


MARCH  28  M 


S.  FRANCIS'  CARE  TO  AVOID  SUPERFLUITY 

WITH  all  zeal  and  with  all  carefulness  did 
the  blessed  Francis  guard  holy  Poverty, 
his  Lady,  and  in  order  that  he  might  never  attain 
to  superfluity  he  would  not  allow  any  vessel  to 
be  found  in  any  abode  [of  the  brethren]  if  without 
it  he  could  by  any  means  avoid  being  subject  to 
the  extremity  of  need.  For  he  used  to  say  that  it 
was  impossible  to  satisfy  need  without  yielding 
obedience  to  pleasure.  He  hardly  ever,  or  most 
rarely,  allowed  himself  cooked  food ;  and  if  he  did, 
he  would  mix  it  with  ashes,  or  quench  its  flavour 
with  cold  water.  Oh,  how  often,  when  walking 
through  the  world  to  preach  the  Gospel,  it  invited 
to  dinner  by  great  Princes  (who  revered  him  with 
wondrous  affection)  would  he  taste  a  little  meat 
(to  observe  the  holy  Gospel),  and  then,  making  a 
show  of  eating,  put  his  hand  to  his  mouth  and 
drop  the  remainder  into  his  bosom,  so  that  none 
might  notice  what  he  was  doing  ! — i  Cel.  51. 


89  MARCH   29 


HOW  S.  FRANCIS  KEPT  HIS  BODY  UNDER 

WHAT  shall  1  say  as  to  his  drinking  of  wine, 
when  Francis  would  not  even  allow  him- 
self to  drink  his  fill  of  water  when  consumed  by 
thirst  ?  Wherever  he  received  hospitality  he 
would  allow  no  coverlet  or  clothes  to  be  put  over 
his  resting-place  ;  but  the  bare  ground,  his  tunic 
only  interposed,  received  his  bare  limbs,  and 
when  he  refreshed  his  slight  frame  with  sleep  he 
would  often  sleep  in  a  sitting  posture,  resting  his 
head  against  a  piece  of  wood  or  a  stone,  which  he 
used  for  a  pillow.  .  .  .  He  was  become  unto 
himself  as  a  rejected  vessel,  encumbered  by  no 
fear  or  anxiety  concerning  his  body.  He  most 
strenuously  exposed  it  to  affronts  that  he  might 
not  be  driven  by  love  for  it  to  covet  any  temporal 
thing.  A  true  despiser  of  himself,  he  profitably 
instructed  all  by  word  and  example  to  despise 
themselves. — i  CeL  51,  52,  53. 


MARCH  30  90 


HOW  S.  FRANCIS  HELD  HIMSELF  IN 
CONTEMPT 

FRANCIS  was  magnified  and  extolled  by  all, 
and  with  praiseworthy  judgment ;  but  he 
alone  counted  himself  the  vilest  of  men,  he  alone 
most  fervently  despised  himself.  For  oftentimes 
while  all  men  were  paying  him  honour  he  was 
wounded  by  exceeding  grief,  and,  casting  out  the 
favour  of  men,  he  would,  contrariwise,  get  some- 
one to  rebuke  him.  He  would  call  one  of  the 
brethren  to  him,  and  say  :  '  By  thy  obedience  I 
bid  thee  to  revile  me  harshly,  and  tell  me  the 
truth  in  opposition  to  the  lies  of  these  men.' 
And  when  that  brother,  though  unwillingly, 
called  him  a  boor  and  a  venal  and  unprofitable 
wretch,  Francis  would  answer,  smiling,  and 
heartily  applauding  him  :  '  The  Lord  bless  thee 
because  thou  speakest  what  is  most  true,  for 
such  things  it  is  meet  for  the  son  of  Peter 
Bernardone  to  hear.' — i  Cel.  53. 


91  MARCH  31 


S.  FRANCIS'  HUMILITY  IN  RESIGNING  HIS 
OFFICE  OF  MINISTER-GENERAL 

IN  order  to  observe  the  virtue  of  holy  humility, 
a  few  years  after  his  conversion,  Francis,  in  a 
chapter-general  in  the  presence  of  all  the  brethren 
of  the  Order,  resigned  the  office  of  Superior  in 
these  words  :  '  Henceforth  I  am  dead  to  you  ;  but 
here,'  he  said,  '  is  Brother  Peter  dei  Cattani,  and 
let  you  and  I  all  obey  him.'  Whereupon  he 
bowed  down  before  him  and  promised  him 
obedience  and  reverence.  The  brethren  therefore 
began  to  weep,  and  grief  drew  loud  wailings  from 
them  when  they  saw  themselves  in  some  sort 
orphaned  of  such  a  father.  Then  the  blessed 
Francis  arose,  clasped  his  hands,  and  said,  raising 
his  eyes  to  heaven  :  '  O  Lord,  I  commend  to  Thee 
the  family  that  Thou  hast  hitherto  committed  to 
me;  and  now,  because  of  the  infirmities  which 
thou  knowest,  sweetest  Lord,  being  unable  to 
take  care  of  it,  I  entrust  it  to  the  Ministers.  Be 
they  bound  to  give  account  to  Thee  in  the  day 
of  judgment,  if  any  brother  perish  through  their 
negligence  or  example  or  harsh  correction.' 
Thenceforth  he  remained  in  subjection  until  death, 
behaving  with  greater  humility  than  any  of  the 
other  brethren. — 2  Cel.  143. 


APRIL  I  92 


THE  FIRST  BRETHREN  SENT  TO  GERMANY 

BROTHER  John  of  Penna  was  sent  to 
Germany  with  some  sixty  brethren,  who 
came  to  their  appointed  province  ignorant  of  the 
language.  When  asked  if  they  wanted  food, 
lodging,  etc.,  they  assented  by  saying  ja  (an 
adverb  of  affirmation),  and  their  needs  were  sup- 
plied. When  those  simple  brethren  perceived 
this  [thinking],  that  the  word  stood  in  some  sort 
for  compassion,  they  determined  to  answer  ja  to 
every  question  they  were  asked.  And  so  when 
certain  people  asked  them  in  German  whether 
they  were  heretics  come  to  taint  Germany  with 
the  pestilent  heresy  wherewith  some  had  tainted 
Lombardy,  they  answered  '  ja,^  thinking,  perhaps, 
that  they  were  being  asked  if  they  wanted  to 
eat  or  drink.  Therefore  some  of  them  were  beaten, 
others  bound  in  chains,  others  dragged  naked  to 
the  dance,  and  all,  after  being  ill-treated,  were 
sent  away,  and  quickly  departed  from  that  land. 
Seeing,  therefore,  that  they  should  gain  no  fruit 
in  Germany,  they  returned  to  Italy,  and  hence  it 
was  deemed  that  Germany  was  peopled  by  men 
of  such  savage  ferocity  that  none  of  the  brethren 
wished  to  be  sent  thither  except  such  as  had  a 
fervent  longing  for  martyrdom. — An.  Fr.  ii.  ii. 


93  APRIL  2 


S.  FRANCIS'  VISION  OF  THE  HEN  AND 
CHICKENS 

FRANCIS  had  seen  in  a  vision,  as  it  were,  a 
little  black  hen,  with  feathers  on  her  legs, 
and  feet  like  those  of  a  tame  dove,  and  she  had 
so  many  chicks  that  she  could  not  gather  them 
under  her  own  wings,  but  they  went  about  around 
her,  remaining  outside.  When  he  awoke  he  began 
to  think  about  this  manner  of  vision,  and  forth- 
with knew  by  the  Holy  Ghost  that  he  himself  was 
figuratively  designated  by  that  hen.  And  he 
said  :  '  I  am  that  hen,  small  in  stature,  and  black 
by  nature,  and  I  ought  to  be  simple  as  a  dove,  and 
flying  to  heaven  with  the  winged  love  of  the 
virtues.  And  the  Lord  of  His  mercy  has  given 
and  will  give  me  many  sons  whom  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  protect  by  my  own  strength.  Wherefore 
it  behoves  me  to  commend  them  to  Holy  Church, 
that  she  may  protect  and  govern  them  beneath 
the  shadow  of  her  wings.'  And  a  few  years  after 
this  vision  he  went  to  Rome,  and  visited  the  Lord 
Cardinal  of  Ostia,  who  bade  him  go  with  him  next 
morning  to  the  Court,  for  that  he  desired  him  to 
preach  before  the  Lord  Pope  and  Cardinals,  and 
recommend  his  Order  to  them. — 3  Soc.  63,  64. 


APRIL  3  94 


S.  FRANCIS'  VISION  OF  THE  CRUMBS 

AT  the  time  when  the  brethren  were  conferring 
together  touching  the  confirmation  of  the 
Rule,  S.  Francis,  who  was  very  anxious  about 
this  matter,  saw  the  following  vision  :  It  seemed 
to  him  that  he  had  gathered  from  the  ground  tiny- 
crumbs  of  bread,  which  he  had  to  distribute  to 
many  famished  brethren  standing  round  him. 
And  as  he  dreaded  to  distribute  such  minute 
crumbsj  fearing  lest  such  fine  dust  should  fall  out 
of  his  hands,  there  came  a  voice  from  on  high, 
which  cried,  'Francis,  make  one  host  out  of  all 
the  crumbs,  and  give  it  to  eat  to  all  who  will.' 
Which  when  he  did,  those  who  received  not  the 
gift  devoutly,  or  despised  it  when  they  had 
received  it,  presently  appeared  branded  with  the 
taint  of  leprosy.  In  the  morning  he  related  all 
these  things  to  the  brethren,  grieving  that  he 
could  not  understand  the  mystery  of  the  vision. 
But  soon  afterwards,  as  he  was  watching  in  prayer, 
this  voice  came  to  him  from  heaven  :  '  Francis, 
the  crumbs  of  the  past  night  are  the  words  of  the 
Gospel,  the  host  is  the  Rule,  the  leprosy  is 
wickedness.' — 2  Cel.  209. 


95  APRIL  4 


S.  FRANCIS  ADDRESSES  POPE  HONORIUS  HI. 
AND  HIS  CARDINALS 

ONCE  when  Francis  had  come  to  Rome  on 
business  of  his  Order,  he  greatly  longed  to 
speak  before  Pope  Honorius  and  the  vener- 
able Cardinals.  When  the  Bishop  of  Ostia,  who 
revered  the  holy  man  of  God  with  singular 
affection,  heard  this,  he  was  filled  with  appre- 
hension as  well  as  joy,  admiring  the  fervour  of 
the  man  of  God,  and  beholding  his  simple  purity. 
But  trusting  in  the  mercy  of  the  Almighty,  he 
brought  Francis  into  the  presence  of  the  Pope 
and  the  Cardinals,  and  Francis,  having  received 
[the  Pope's]  permission  and  blessing,  began 
boldly  to  speak.  And  such  was  the  fervour  of 
his  spirit  as  he  spoke  that,  unable  to  contain  him- 
self for  joy,  as  he  uttered  the  words  with  his 
mouth,  he  moved  his  feet  as  if  dancing,  not  as  in 
wantonness,  but  as  glowing  with  the  fire  of  Divine 
love  ;  not  provoking  laughter,  but  extorting  tears 
of  grief.  For  many  of  them  were  pricked  at  the 
heart  as  they  wondered  at  God's  grace  and  the 
steadfastness  of  the  man.  But  the  Bishop  of 
Ostia  was  in  an  agony  of  suspense,  praying  to 
God  with  all  his  might  that  they  should  not 
despise  the  blessed  man's  simplicity. — i  Cel.  73. 

APRIL  5  90 


S.    FRANCIS    ASKS    POPE    HONORIUS    III.    TO 

APPOINT   THE   CARDINAL   OF   OSTIA 

PROTECTOR  OF  HIS  ORDER 

[■  A  FTER  preaching  before  Pope  Honorius  III. 
ix.  and  the  Cardinals],  Francis  addressed  the 
Pope  in  these  words  :  '  Lord,  I  have  compaSvSion 
on  you  for  the  anxiety  and  continual  toil  where- 
with you  must  needs  keep  watch  for  the  Church 
of  God,  and  I  am  much  ashamed  that  you  should 
have  so  much  care  and  anxiety  on  account  of 
us  Lesser  Brethren.  For  whereas  many  nobles 
and  rich  men  and  very  many  Religious  cannot 
come  in  to  you,  we,  who  are  poorer  and  more 
despised  than  other  Religious,  ought  to  feel  great 
shame  and  fear  not  only  to  come  in  to  your 
presence,  but  even  to  stand  before  your  door,  and 
presume  to  knock  at  the  tabernacle  of  the 
Christians.  Wherefore  I  humbly  and  devoutly 
beseech  your  Holiness  that  you  would  deign  to 
grant  us  this  lord  of  Ostia  for  our  father,  that 
the  brethren  may  resort  to  him  in  time  of  need, 
saving  always  your  pre-eminent  dignity.'  And 
this  petition  was  pleasing  to  the  Pope,  and  he 
granted  the  said  lord  of  Ostia  to  Francis,  setting 
him  as  a  most  worthy  protector  over  the  Order. — 
3  Soc,  65. 


97  G  APRIL  6 


S.  FRANCIS  BEGS  ALMS  OF  THE  BRETHREN 

ON  the  chief  festivals,  when  opportunity 
occurred,  S.  Francis  was  wont  to  beg  for 
alms,  saying  that  in  the  holy  poor  was  fulfilled 
that  word  of  the  prophet,  '  Man  did  eat  the  bread 
of  angels  ';  for  he  called  that  bread  angels'  bread 
which  holy  Poverty  gathers  from  door  to  door,  and 
is  sought  for  the  love  of  God,  and  given  at  the 
prompting  of  the  blessed  angels  for  love  of  Him. 
And  so  once  when  on  Easter  Day  he  was  abiding 
in  a  hermitage  so  remote  from  the  dwellings  of 
men  that  he  could  not  conveniently  beg,  mindful 
of  Him  who  appeared  on  that  day  to  the  disciples 
going  to  Emmaus  in  the  guise  of  a  stranger, 
S.  Francis  asked  alms  from  the  brethren  them- 
selves as  a  poor  stranger.  And  when  he  had 
humbly  accepted  the  alms,  he  taught  them  how, 
passing  through  the  wilderness  of  the  world  as 
strangers  and  pilgrims  and  true  Hebrews,  they 
should  ever  celebrate  the  Lord's  Passover — that 
is,  the  passage  from  this  world  to  the  Father — in 
poverty  of  spirit. — Bonaventura  vii.  8. 


APRIL  7  98 


THE  OBEDIENCE  OF  BROTHER  WILLIAM  OF 
ESSEBY 

AMONG  the  brethren  who  first  landed  in 
England  on  September  lo,  1224,  was 
William  of  Esseby,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and 
still  wearing  the  hood  of  a  novice.  He  persevered 
meritoriously  for  a  long  time  in  various  employ- 
ments, aided  by  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
left  us  an  example  of  humility,  poverty,  charity, 
gentleness,  obedience,  and  patience.  When 
brother  Gregory,  the  Minister  in  France,  asked 
him  if  he  would  like  to  go  to  England,  he  replied 
that  he  did  not  know  whether  he  wished  to  or  not. 
When  the  Minister  wondered  at  this  answer, 
brother  William  said  at  last  '  that  he  knew  not 
what  he  wished,  because  his  will  was  not  his  own, 
but  the  Minister's  ;  and  so  he  willed  whatever  the 
Minister  willed  that  he  should  will.'  Brother 
William  of  Nottingham  bore  witness  to  William 
of  Esseby's  being  most  obedient  ;  for,  on  being 
offered  by  the  former  his  choice  of  a  place  of  resi- 
dence, he  said  that  place  pleased  him  best  which 
it  should  please  the  other  to  assign  to  him.  And 
because  his  manners  were  very  gentle  and  caress- 
ing, he  caused  many  lay-people  to  love  the  Order. 
— Eccleston,  Coll.  i. 


99  G  2  APRIL  8 


STORIES'^OF  BROTHER  SOLOMON 

WHEN  the  brethren  who  first  came  to 
England  had  separated  and  gone  to 
different  places,  there  came  some,  whom  the  Spirit 
of  Jesus  had  led  thereto,  seeking  admission  to  the 
Order.  The  first  of  these  to  be  received  was  a 
young  "man  of  good  disposition  and  very  distin- 
guished appearance,  brother  Solomon  ;  and  he 
used  to  tell  me  that  while  still  a  novice  he  was 
made  steward,  and  came  to  his  sister's  house  to 
ask  alms.  She  brought  him  some  bread,  but 
turned  her  face  away,  saying,  '  Cursed  be  the 
hour  I  ever  saw  thee  !'  But  he  took  the  bread 
with  joy,  and  went  away.  Now,  he  held  so  strictly 
to  the  pattern  of  the  most  sparing  poverty  which 
he  had  set  before  himself  that  whenever  he  was 
carrying  for  the  use  of  some  sick  brother  flour  and 
salt  in  his  hood  or  a  few  figs,  and  firewood  under 
his  arm,  he  took  the  utmost  care  not  to  accept  or 
keep  anything  beyond  the  limits  of  the  most 
stringent  necessity.  And  once  it  happened  that 
he  endured  such  cold  that  he  thought  he  should 
die  on  the  spot.  The  brethren  had  no  means 
whereby  they  might  warm  him,  but  holy  Charity 
pointed  out  a  kindly  expedient,  and  they  all  came 
round  him  and  warmed  him  by  pressing  their 
breasts  against  him,  just  as  pigs  do. — Eccleston, 
Coll.  iii. 

APRIL  9  100 


THE  LAUGHING  BROTHER  AT  OXFORD 

THE  first  brethren  in  England  were  at  all 
times  so  merry  and  joyful  together  that 
a  dumb  man  beholding  them  could  scarce  refrain 
from  laughter.  And  so  when  the  young  brethren 
at  Oxford  laughed  too  often,  one  of  them  was 
ordered  to  be  scourged  every  time  he  laughed. 
Now,  it  happened  that  after  he  had  received  many 
stripes  in  one  day,  and  yet  could  not  help  laughing, 
one  night  he  thought  he  saw  all  the  convent 
assembled  in  the  choir,  and  when  the  brethren  as 
usual  attempted  to  laugh,  a  figure  of  the  Crucified 
which  stood  at  the  door  turned  toward  them,  as  if 
alive,  and  said  :  '  The  sons  of  Korah  are  they  who 
at  the  time  of  chanting  laugh  or  sleep.'  It  seemed 
to  him  also  that  the  figure  tried  to  withdraw  its 
hands  from  the  cross,  as  if  it  would  come  down 
and  go  away  ;  whereupon  the  Superior  of  the 
convent  went  up  at  once  and  fixed  in  the  nails, 
so  that  the  figure  did  not  come  down.  This 
vision  having  been  made  known,  the  brethren 
received  a  timely  fright,  and  behaved  without 
laughing  to  excess. — Eccleston,  Coll.  iv. 


lOI  APRIL    ID 


EXHORTATIONS  TO  HUMILITY  AND 
MEEKNESS 

* '  T    CAME  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to 


I 


minister,'  saith  the  Lord.  Let  those  who 
are  set  over  others  glory  in  such  pre-eminence 
just  as  much  as  if  they  had  been  appointed  to 
wash  their  brethren's  feet  ;  and  the  more  it  would 
hurt  them  to  be  deprived  of  their  dignity  rather 
than  to  be  deprived  of  the  office  of  washing  their 
brethren's  feet,  the  more  are  they  storing  treasure 
to  the  peril  of  the  soul. — Opusc.  60. 

*  XT  OTHING  should  be  irksome  to  the  servant 
1  >l  of  God  except  sin  ;  and  in  whatsoever 
way  anyone  should  sin,  if  the  servant  of  God  should 
be  vexed  or  angry  thereat,  save  in  charity,  he 
treasures  up  for  himself  wrath  and  guilt.  The 
servant  of  God  is  he  who  is  not  angry  nor  vexed 
about  anything,  who  lives  uprightly,  and  without 
anything  of  his  own.  And  blessed  is  he  who 
keeps  back  nothing  for  himself,  '  rendering  to 
Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's,  and  to  God 
the  things  that  are  God's.' — Opusc.  66. 


APRIL   II  102 


S.  FRANCIS  GIVES  THE  BRETHREN  AN 
OBJECT-LESSON 

ONE  Easter  Day  the  brethren  at  the  hermitage 
of  Greccio  laid  the  table  more  carefully 
than    usual,    with    white    table-linen    and    glass 
vessels.     The  father  came  down  from  the  cell, 
went  to  the  table,  and  noticed  that  it  was  placed 
on  high  and  decked  in  vain  fashion.     Stealthily 
he  withdrew,  put  on  his  head  the  hat  of  a  poor 
man   who   was   there,   and  went   out   of   doors, 
carrying  the  man's  stick  in  his  hand.     He  waited 
outside  the  door  for  the  brethren  to  begin  ;  for 
they  used  not  to  wait  for  him  when  he  did  not  come 
at  the  signal.     When  they  began  to  eat,  that  true 
poor  man  cried  at  the  door  :  '  For  the  love  of  God 
give  alms  to  this  poor  sick  pilgrim.'     The  brethren 
answered  :  '  Come  in,  good  man,  for  the  love  of 
Him  whom  thou  hast  invoked.'     He  came  in  at 
once,   and   appeared  before   them   as  they  were 
eating.     What,  think  you,  was  the  amazement  the 
pilgrim  caused  to  the  inhabitants  ?     They  gave 
him  a  dish,  at  his  request,  and,  sitting  alone  on  the 
ground  [by  the  fire],  he  made  the  ashes  his  table, 
saying,  '  'Now  I  am  sitting  like  a  Lesser  Brother ;' 
then  to  the  brethren  :  '  The  example  of  the  poverty 
of  the  Son  of  God  should  constrain  us  more  than 
any  other  Religious.     I  saw  a  table  spread  and 
adorned,  and  knew  that  it  was  not  the  table  of 
poor  men  who  go  from  door  to  door.' — 2  Cel.  61. 

103  APRIL   12 


SALUTATION  OF  THE  VIRTUES 

*  O  Q^^^^  WISDOM,  the  Lord  save  thee, 
V_y  with  thy  sister,  holy,  pure  SimpHcity! 
Holy  Lady  Poverty,  the  Lord  save  thee,  with  thy 
sister,  holy  Humility  !  Holy  Lady  Charity,  the 
Lord  save  thee,  with  thy  sister,  holy  Obedience  ! 
All  ye  most  holy  Virtues,  the  Lord  save  you,  from 
whom  you  proceed  and  come  !  There  is  no  man 
in  all  the  world  that  can  have  one  of  you  unless 
he  die  first.  Whoso  has  one  and  offends  not  the 
others  has  all ;  and  whoso  offends  one  has  none, 
and  offends  all ;  and  each  virtue  puts  vices  and  sins 
to  confusion.  Holy  Wisdom  confounds  Satan  and 
all  his  wiles.  Pure,  holy  Simplicity  confounds  all 
the  wisdom  of  this  world  and  the  wisdom  of  the 
flesh.  Holy  Poverty  confounds  greed,  avarice, 
and  the  cares  of  this  world.  Holy  Humility  con- 
founds pride,  and  all  the  men  of  this  world,  and 
all  things  that  are  in  the  world.  Holy  Charity 
confounds  all  the  temptations  of  the  Devil  and  the 
flesh,  and  all  fleshly  fears.  Holy  Obedience  con- 
founds all  bodily  and  fleshly  desires,  and  holds  her 
body  mortified  that  it  may  obey  the  Spirit  and 
obey  its  brother,  and  makes  a  man  subject  to  all 
the  men  of  this  world ;  and  not  to  men  alone,  but  to 
all  beasts  and  wild  creatures,  so  that  they  may  do 
with  him  what  they  will  so  far  as  it  shall  have  been 
given  them  from  above  by  the  Lord. — Opusc.  y8. 

APRIL  13  104 


STORY  OF  THE  ROBINS  FED  BY  S.  FRANCIS 

ONE  day  the  blessed  Francis  was  sitting  at 
table  with  the  brethren,  when  two  little 
birds,  cock  and  hen,  came  up,  eager  about  the 
bringing-up  of  their  new-born  chicks,  and  took 
away  crumbs  from  the  holy  man's  table.  So  they 
did  every  day  afterwards.  The  holy  man  took 
pleasure  in  them,  made  them  welcome  (as  he  was 
wont),  and  offered  them  grain  [which  he  had  got] 
on  purpose.  After  a  while  the  father  and  mother 
offered  their  chicks  to  the  brethren,  as  having 
been  reared  at  their  cost  ;  and  having  done  so, 
did  not  appear  in  that  place  any  more.  The 
young  birds  became  very  familiar  with  the 
brethren  ;  they  would  sit  on  their  hands,  and 
dwelt  in  the  house,  not  as  guests,  but  as  if  they 
were  at  home.  They  shunned  the  sight  of  lay- 
folk,  and  professed  themselves  nurslings  of  the 
brethren  only. — 2  Cel.  47. 


105  APRIL   14 


STORY  OF  THE  ROBINS  FED  BY  S.  FRANCIS 
(continued) 

WHEN  the  holy  man  noticed  how  tame 
the  young  birds  had  become,  he  was 
astonished,  and  invited  the  brethren  to  rejoice. 
'  Look,  brethren,'  said  he,  'at  what  our  brothers 
the  redbreasts  have  done  :  just  as  if  they  were 
gifted  with  reason  !  For  they  have  said,  "  See, 
brothers,  we  present  you  with  our  chicks  who 
have  been  fed  with  your  crumbs  :  do  with  them 
what  you  will.  We  betake  ourselves  to  another 
home."  '  So  the  little  birds  made  themselves 
quite  at  home  with  the  brethren,  and  took  their 
food  peaceably.  But  greed  broke  up  their  con- 
cord ...  for  when  the  biggest  had  eaten  as  much 
as  he  wanted  he  drove  the  rest  away  from  the 
food.  '  See,'  said  Francis,  '  what  this  greedy 
bird  is  doing.  Though  full  and  satisfied  himself, 
he  grudges  against  his  hungry  brothers  :  he  will 
come  to  a  bad  end  yet !'  The  punishment  fol- 
lowed instantly  on  the  holy  man's  words.  The 
disturber  of  his  brethren  went  up  on  a  vessel  of 
water  to  drink,  and  immediately  fell  in  and  was 
drowned  ;  nor  was  any  cat  or  other  beast  found 
who  durst  touch  the  creature  cursed  by  the 
Saint.  Horrible  indeed  is  greed  among  men 
when  it  is  thus  punished  in  birds  ! — 2  Cel.  47. 

APRIL  15  106 


ADMONITION  AGAINST  BOASTING 

*  /^^ONSIDER,  O  man,  in  what  excellence  God 
^^-^  has  set  thee,  for  He  created  and  fashioned 
thee  as  to  the  body  after  the  image  of  His  well- 
beloved  Son,  and  as  to  the  spirit  after  His  like- 
ness. And  all  the  creatures  that  are  under 
heaven,  in  their  own  measure,  serve,  acknow- 
ledge, and  obey  their  Creator  better  than  thou  ; 
and  it  was  not  the  devils  that  crucified  Him,  but 
thou  with  them  didst  crucify  Him,  and  dost  still 
crucify  Him  by  taking  pleasure  in  vices  and  sins. 
What,  then,  canst  thou  boast  of  ?  For  if  thou 
wert  so  subtle  and  so  wise  as  to  have  all  know- 
ledge, and  couldst  interpret  all  kinds  of  tongues, 
and  pry  with  subtlety  into  celestial  things,  thou 
couldst  not  boast  of  any  of  these  things,  for 
one  devil  knew  more  of  heavenly  things  and  now 
knows  more  of  earthly  things  than  all  men, 
though  there  was  one  man  who  received  from  the 
Lord  special  knowledge  of  the  supreme  wisdom. 
In  like  manner,  if  thou  wert  fairer  and  richer 
than  all,  and  couldst  even  work  wonders,  so  as  to 
put  devils  to  flight,  all  these  things  are  contrary 
to  thy  nature  and  in  nowise  belong  to  thee,  and 
in  them  thou  mayest  not  boast.  But  herein,  in 
our  infirmities  we  may  boast,  and  bear  daily  the 
holy  Cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. — Opusc.  60. 

107  APRIL    16 


THE  GODLY  BEHAVIOUR  OF  THE  FIRST 
BRETHREN  IN  ENGLAND 

THE  first  ordinance  that  S.  Francis  made 
after  the  sealed  Rule  was  that  when  the 
brethren  were  among  lay-folk  they  should  only 
eat  three  mouthfuls  at  one  time,  just  to  fulfil 
the  injunction  of  the  Holy  Gospel ;  because  a 
report  had  reached  him  that  the  brethren  ate 
greedily.  The  brethren  were  wont  to  keep 
silence  until  Tierce,  and  to  be  so  assiduous  in 
prayer  that  there  was  scarce  an  hour  through- 
out the  night  when  there  was  not  someone  at 
prayer  in  the  oratory.  .  .  .  There  had  sprung  up 
among  them  the  godly  custom  not  to  swear  at 
all,  but  only  to  say,  '  Know  ye.'  Whenever  one 
was  questioned  by  his  Superior  or  by  his  com- 
panion, he  answered  forthwith.  '  My  fault,'  and 
often  also  prostrated  himself.  Accordingly, 
brother  Jordan,  a  doctor  among  the  Preachers, 
said  that  the  Devil  had  once  appeared  to  him  and 
told  him  that  '  My  fault '  had  robbed  him  of  all 
he  thought  to  gain  among  the  Lesser  Brethren, 
for  that  they  owned  their  faults  to  one  another, 
if  one  had  wronged  another. — Eccleston,  Coll.  iv. 


APRIL  17  108 


S.  FRANCIS  GIVES  ALMS  TO  AN  OLD  WOMAN 

WHILST  he  was  dwelling  at  S.  Maria  de 
Portiuncula,  a  poor  old  woman  who 
had  two  sons  in  the  Order  came  to  the  place 
asking  alms  of  S.  Francis.  He  at  once  said  to 
brother  Peter  dei  Cattani,  who  was  at  that  time 
the  Minister-General :  '  Can  we  have  something 
to  give  to  this  our  mother  ?'  For  he  used  to 
say  that  the  mother  of  any  brother  was  his  own 
mother  and  the  mother  of  all  the  brethren. 
Brother  Peter  answered  :  '  There  is  nothing  in 
the  house  that  we  can  give  her,  for  she  needs 
such  alms  as  may  enable  her  to  get  sustenance 
for  her  body  ;  and  in  the  Church  we  only  have 
one  New  Testament  in  which  we  read  the  lessons 
at  Matins.'  For  at  that  time  the  brethren  had 
no  breviaries  and  not  many  psalters.  So  S.  Francis 
said  to  him  :  '  Give  the  Testament  to  our  mother 
that  she  may  sell  it  for  her  need  ;  for  I  firmly 
believe  that  this  will  be  more  pleasing  to  the 
Lord  and  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  than  if  we  were 
to  read  in  it.'     And  so  he  gave  it  her. — 5.  P.  38. 


109  APRIL    18 


S.  FRANCIS'  LOVE  TO  GOD'SSFCREATURES 

WHO  could  tell  the  sweetness  which  Francis 
enjoyed  in  contemplating  in  His  creatures 
the  wisdom,  power,  and  goodness  of  the  Creator  ? 
Truly  such  thoughts  often  filled  him  with  won- 
drous and  unspeakable  joy  as  he  beheld  the  sun, 
the  moon,  the  stars,  and  the  firmament.  O 
simple  piety !  O  pious  simplicity !  Even  to- 
wards little  worms  he  glowed  with  exceeding 
love,  because  he  had  read  that  word  concerning 
the  Saviour  :  '  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man.'  Where- 
fore he  used  to  pick  them  up  in  the  way  and  put 
them  in  a  safe  place,  that  they  might  not  be 
crushed  by  the  feet  of  passers-by.  What  shall  I 
say  of  other  lower  creatures,  when  in  winter  he 
would  provide  honey  or  the  best  wine  for  bees, 
that  they  might  not  perish  from  cold  ?  And  he 
used  to  extol,  to  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  the  efficacy 
of  their  works  and  the  excellence  of  their  skill 
with  such  abundant  utterance  that  many  times 
he  would  pass  a  day  in  praise  of  them  and  of  the 
other  creatures. — i  Cel.  80. 


APRIL   19  lio 


S.  FRANCIS'  JOY  IN  GOD'S  CREATURES 

AS  of  old  the  three  children  placed  in  the 
burning  fiery  furnace  invited  all  the 
elements  to  praise  and  glorify  the  Creator  of  the 
universe,  so  this  man,  full  of  the  spirit  of  God, 
ceased  not  to  glorify,  praise,  and  bless  in  all  the 
elements  and  creatures  the  Creator  and  Governor 
of  them  all.  What  gladness  thinkest  thou  the 
beauty  of  flowers  afforded  to  his  mind  as  he 
observed  the  grace  of  their  form  and  perceived 
the  sweetness  of  their  perfume  ?  For  he  turned 
the  eye  of  consideration  to  the  beauty  of  that 
Flower  which,  brightly  coming  forth  in  spring- 
time from  the  root  of  Jesse,  has  by  its  perfume 
raised  up  countless  thousands  of  the  dead.  And 
when  he  came  upon  a  great  quantity  of  flowers 
he  would  preach  to  them  and  invite  them  to 
praise  the  Lord,  just  as  if  they  had  been  gifted 
with  reason.  ...  He  called  all  creatures  by  the 
name  of  brother,  and  in  a  surpassing  manner,  of 
which  other  men  had  no  experience,  he  dis- 
cerned the  hidden  things  of  creation  with  the 
eye  of  the  heart,  as  one  who  had  already  escaped 
into  the  liberty  of  the  children  of  glory. — i  Cel. 
80,  81. 


Ill  APRIL  30 


S.  FRANCIS'  LOVE  FOR  FIRE 

AMONG  all  the  lower  and  insensible  creatures, 
S.  Francis  had  a  singular  affection  for  fire, 
because  of  its  beauty  and  usefulness  ;  wherefore 
he  would  never  hinder  it  from  doing  its  office. 
For  once,  while  he  was  sitting  near  the  fire,  his 
drawers  caught  fire  about  the  knee,  without  his 
being  aware,  and  though  he  felt  the  heat,  he 
would  not  put  the  fire  out.  But  his  companion 
ran  to  him,  seeing  his  clothes  burning,  intending 
to  quench  the  fire.  But  Francis  forbade  him, 
saying  :  '  Do  not,  dearest  brother — do  not  harm 
the  fire  !'  And  so  he  would  by  no  means  have 
it  put  out.  His  companion  hastened  to  the 
brother  who  was  Francis'  Warden,  and  brought 
him  to  Francis  ;  and  the  Warden,  against  Francis' 
will,  put  the  fire  out.  .  .  .  Nor  did  Francis  like 
a  brother  to  throw  fire  or  smoking  wood  about 
from  one  place  to  another,  as  is  commonly  done, 
but  he  wished  it  to  be  put  gently  on  the  ground, 
out  of  reverence  for  Him  whose  creature  it  is. — 
5.  P.  1x6. 


APRIL  21  112 


A  LETTER  TO  ALL  MAGISTRATES,  CONSULS,  ETC. 

♦T^O  all  the  Magistrates,  Consuls,  Judges, 
X  and*Rulers  everywhere  on  earthy  and  to  all 
to  whom  this  letter  shall  come,  brother  Francis, 
your  servant  in  the  Lord,  lowly  and  despised, 
desiring  salvation  and  peace  for  all  of  you. 

Behold  and  consider,  for  the  day  of  death 
draweth  nigh.  I  therefore  beseech  you  with 
reverence,  so  far  as  I  may,  not  to  forget  the 
Lord  and  turn  aside  from  His  commandments 
by  reason  of  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  this  world, 
which  you  have.  For  all  they  who  forget  Him 
and  turn  aside  from  His  commandments  are 
cursed,  and  shall  be  forgotten  of  Him  :  and  when 
the  day  of  death  shall  come  all  the  things  which 
they  thought  to  have  shall  be  taken  away  from 
them  ;  and  the  greater  their  wisdom  and  their 
power  have  been  in  this  world,  the  greater  will 
be  the  torments  they  shall  suffer  in  hell.  Where- 
fore I  earnestly  advise  you,  my  lords,  to  put 
aside  all  care  and  anxiety,  and  to  receive  with 
meekness  the  most  holy  Body  and  the  most  holy 
Blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  holy  remem- 
brance of  Him.  And  pay  ye  such  honour  to  the 
Lord  among  the  people  committed  to  you  as  to 
make  proclamation  every  evening  by  messenger 
or  other  sign,  that  praise  and  thanksgiving  be 
rendered  by  all  the  people  unto  the  Lord  God 
Almighty.  But  if  you  do  not  do  this,  know  that 
you  shall  give  account  thereof  before  Jesus 
Christ  your  Lord  God  at  the  day  of  judgment. — 
Epist.  XV.  (Ppusc.  50). 

113  »  APRII.  zz 


BROTHER  PETER  AND  THE  NOVICE 

BROTHER  PETER  the  Spaniard,  Warden  of 
Northampton,  had  a  novice  in  his  convent 
who  was  tempted  to  leave  the  Order,  and  it  was 
all  he  could  do  to  get  the  novice  to  go  with  him 
to  the  [Provincial]  Minister.  As  they  were  on 
their  way,  brother  Peter  began  to  preach  to 
the  novice  on  the  virtue  of  holy  obedience.  A 
certain  wild  bird  chanced  to  go  before  them  as 
they  walked  along.  So  the  novice  (Stephen  by 
name)  said  to  brother  Peter  :  '  Brother,  if  what 
thou  tellest  me  is  true,  bid  me  by  virtue  of 
obedience  to  catch  yonder  bird;  and  let  it  wait 
for  me.'  And  when  brother  Peter  had  bidden 
him,  the  bird  at  once  stood  still,  and  the  novice 
came  up,  held  it,  and  did  what  he  pleased  with 
it ;  whereupon  all  his  temptation  was  done 
away,  and  God  gave  him  a  new  heart,  and  he 
at  once  returned  to  Northampton  and  made  his 
profession  to  persevere  [in  the  Order],  and 
afterwards  he  became  a  great  preacher. — Eccleston, 
Coll,  V. 


APRIL  23  114 


THE  SIGN  OF  A  LUKEWARM  SPIRIT 

DEAREST  brethren,  when  pleasure  points 
out  as  a  necessity  what  reason  d<3es  not 
demand,  it  is  a  manifest  token  of  the  spirit's 
being  quenched.  For  when  the  spirit  is  luke- 
warm and  gradually  growing  cold  in  grace,  the 
flesh  and  blood  needs  must  seek  the  things  that 
are  their  own.  For  when  the  soul  is  lacking  in 
spiritual  enjoyments  what  remains  but  that  the 
flesh  should  turn  to  its  own  enjoyments  ?  And 
then  the  animal  appetite  puts  forward  the 
palliation  of  necessity  ;  then  the  feelings  of  the 
flesh  fashion  the  conscience.  If  my  brother  has 
a  real  want  and  forthwith  hastens  to  satisfy  it, 
what  reward  shall  he  receive  ?  For  he  had  the 
opportunity  of  deserving  well,  but  he  deliberately 
proved  that  he  did  not  like  to  profit  by  it ;  for 
not  to  bear  one's  wants  patiently  is  nothing  else 
but  to  turn  back  to  Egypt. — Opusc.  248. 


115  H  2  APRIL  24 


S.  FRANCIS'  LESSON  TO  A  DISOBEDIENT 
BROTHER 

S  FRANCIS  once  ordered  a  disobedient 
.  brother  to  be  stripped  of  all  his  garments, 
thrown  into  a  deep  pit,  and  buried.  As  the 
brethren,  at  the  command  of  the  man  of  God, 
were  casting  the  earth  over  him,  and  when  now 
his  head  alone  remained  unburied,  the  tender 
father  came  up  and  said :  *  Art  thou  dead, 
brother  ?  Art  thou  dead  ?'  The  brother,  peni- 
tent for  his  disobedience,  answered  :  '  Yes,  father  ; 
I  am  dead  now.'  '  Arise,'  said  Francis,  '  if  thou 
art  truly  dead,  and  obey  thy  Superior's  nod,  as 
thou  oughtest,  nor  withstand  orders  in  anything, 
even  as  a  dead  man  resists  in  nothing.  I  would 
have  my  followers  dead,  not  living.' — Opusc.  404. 

A  BROTHER  WARNED  AGAINST  FALSE 
HUMILITY 

AS  two  of  the  brethren  were  on  the  way  from 
Terra  di  Lavoro  to  visit  the  holy  father, 
the  elder  of  them  was  in  several  things  a  cause  of 
scandal  to  the  younger.  When  S.  Francis  asked 
the  younger  how  his  companion  had  behaved 
toward  him  on  the  way,  he  answered  :  *  Oh,  very 
well  indeed.'  '  Beware,  my  brother,'  replied 
S.  Francis,  '  of  telling  a  lie  from  false  humility, 
for  I  know — I  know  what  happened  ;  but  wait 
a  little,  and  thou  shalt  see.'  The  younger  won- 
dered how  the  sin  of  his  companion  became 
known  to  the  man  of  God.  But  the  elder,  being 
hardened,  repented  not  of  what  he  had  done,  and 
not  many  days  afterwards  bade  farewell  to  the 
Order. — Opusc.  400. 

APRIL  25  116 


A  PRAYER  OF  S.  FRANCIS 

*/^  ALMIGHTY,  eternal,  just,  and  merciful 
V^  God,  grant  unto  us  for  Thy  sake  to  do 
what  we  know  to  be  Thy  will,  and  ever  to  will 
what  is  pleasing  to  Thee,  that  we,  being  cleansed 
and  enlightened  within,  and  kindled  by  the  fire 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  may  follow  the  footsteps  of 
Thy  dearly  beloved  Son  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  of  Thy  grace  alone  attain  unto  Thee  the 
Most  High,  who  in  perfect  Trinity  and  undivided 
Unity  livest  and  reignest  in  glory  God  Almighty, 
world  without  end.     Amen. — Opusc.  90. 

A  WARNING  AGAINST  THE  FLESH 

THE  flesh  is  man's  greatest  foe  ;  it  knows 
not  how  to  call  to  mind  past  evil,  in  order 
to  grieve  over  it,  nor  to  look  forward  to  future 
evil,  in  order  to  dread  it.  Its  object  is  to  use  up 
the  present ;  and,  what  is  worse,  it  claims  all 
good  things  for  itself,  and  wrests  them  to  its 
own  glory.  It  shamelessly  claims  for  itself 
what  has  been  given,  not  to  it,  but  to  the  soul. 
It  snatches  at  praise  for  virtue  and  at  outward 
favour  for  prayers  and  watchings,  leaving  nothing 
to  the  soul,  and  it  seeks  to  make  money  even  out 
of  its  tears. — Opusc.  454. 

117  APRIL   26 


S.  FRANCIS'  REVERENCE  FOR  RELICS 

S  FRANCIS  showed  himself  most  attentive 
.  to  Divine  worship,  and  left  nothing  that 
pertains  to  God  dishonoured  by  neglect.  When 
he  was  at  Monte  Casale,  in  the  province  of  Massa, 
he  bade  the  brethren  reverently  to  remove  the 
sacred  relics  from  an  abandoned  church  to  a 
convent  of  the  brethren,  for  he  was  deeply 
grieved  that  they  should  for  a  long  time  have 
been  defrauded  of  their  due  devotion.  But 
having  been  obliged  to  go  to  another  place,  his 
sons,  heedless  of  their  father's  bidding,  neglected 
the  merit  of  obedience.  One  day  when  they  were 
preparing  to  celebrate,  they  removed  the  cloth 
from  the  altar,  as  is  customary,  and  found 
thereon  fair  and  fragrant  bones.  The  Saint  of 
God  returned  soon  after  and  asked  if  they  had 
done  his  bidding  concerning  the  relics :  they 
humbly  confessed  their  negligence.  He  forgave 
them,  and  said :  '  Blessed  be  the  Lord  my  God, 
who  Himself  has  fulfilled  that  which  ye  ought 
to  have  done.' — 2  CeL  202. 


APRIL   27 


118 


S.  FRANCIS'  EMOTION  ON  HEARING  THE 
WORDS  '  THE  LOVE  OF  GOD  ' 

THOUGH  as  a  man  who  enjoyed  the  unction 
of  the  Spirit  S.  Francis  was  devout  in 
all  things,  still  he  felt  a  special  emotion  with 
regard  to  certain  special  things.  Among  other 
expressions  in  common  use  he  could  never  hear 
the  words  *  the  love  of  God  '  without  undergoing 
a  kind  of  transformation  ;  for  immediately  on 
hearing  those  words  he  was  aroused,  stirred,  in- 
flamed, as  though  some  inner  chord  of  his  heart 
were  being  touched  by  the  plectrum  of  an  outward 
voice.  He  declared  that  to  offer  such  pa3mient 
as  '  the  love  of  God  '  in  exchange  for  alms  was 
a  noble  prodigality,  and  that  those  who  valued 
it  at  less  than  money  were  most  foolish.  For 
himself,  he  kept  unfailingly  until  his  death  the 
resolution  he  had  made  while  yet  mixed  up  with 
the  things  of  the  world,  never  to  refuse  any  poor 
man  who  asked  him  for  anything  for  the  love  of 
God. — 2  Cel.  196. 


119  APRIL  28 


OF  THE  DWELLINGS  OF  THE  BRETHREN 

S  FRANCIS  said:  'When  the  brethren  go 
.  to  any  city  where  they  have  no  dwelling 
and  find  anyone  willing  to  give  them  enough 
land  for  them  to  build  one  and  to  have  a  garden 
and  all  that  is  necessary,  they  ought  first  to  con- 
sider how  much  land  may  be  sufficient  for  them, 
ever  having  regard  to  poverty  and  the  good 
example  we  are  bound  to  show  in  all  things.  .  .  . 
So  having  considered  the  land  necessary  for  a 
dwelling,  the  brethren  should  go  to  the  Bishop 
of  the  city  and  say  to  him  :  "  My  lord,  So-and-so 
will  give  us  so  much  land  for  the  love  of  God 
and  for  the  salvation  of  his  soul,  that  we  may 
build  a  dwelling  there.  Wherefore  we  come  to 
you  first  because  you  are  the  father  and  lord  of 
the  souls  of  all  the  flock  committed  to  you,  and 
of  all  our  brethren  abiding  in  this  place  :  we 
wish,  therefore,  to  build  there  with  God's  blessing 
and  yours.  .  .  ."  Then,  having  obtained  the 
Bishop's  blessing,  let  them  go  and  get  a  great 
ditch  put  round  the  land  they  have  received  as 
the  site  for  their  dwelling,  and  put  a  good  hedge 
there  instead  of  a  wall,  as  a  token  of  holy  poverty 
and  humility.  Then  let  them  get  small  houses 
made  of  clay  and  wattle,  and  some  cells  wherein 
the  brethren  may  at  times  pray,  and  work,  for 
greater  decorum  and  for  the  avoiding  of  idleness.' 
—5.  P.  10. 

APRIL  29  120 


S.  FRANCIS'  EXPOSITION  OF  THREE  OF 
THE  BEATITUDES] 

*'  TOLESSED  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs 
JJ  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'  Many  there 
are  who  apply  themselves  to  prayers  and  ser- 
vices and  fast  and  afflict  their  bodies  much,  but 
are  immediately  scandalized  and  hurt  at  a  single 
word  which  they  feel  as  a  personal  slight,  or  at 
anything  being  taken  away  from  them.  These 
are  not  truly  poor  in  spirit,  for  that  he  who  is 
truly  poor  in  spirit  hates  himself  and  loves  those 
who  smite  him  on  the  cheek. 

*  Blessed  are  the  peace-makers,  for  they  shall 
be  called  children  of  God.'  They  are  truly 
peace-makers  who  in  all  the  things  they  suffer 
in  this  world  for  the  sake  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  keep  peace  in  mind  and  body. 

'  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall 
see  God.'  They  are  truly  pure  in  heart  who 
despise  earthly  and  seek  for  heavenly  things, 
and  never  cease  to  worship  and  behold  the  living 
and  true  Lord  God  with  pure  heart  and  mind. — 
Opusc.  68. 


121  APRIL  30 


BROTHER  GILES,  THE  QUAIL,  AND  THE  DOVE 

ONCE  when  brother  Giles  heard  a  quail  and 
a  dove,  he  said  in  fervour  of  spirit : 
'  O  lady  quail,  I  will  come  to  thee  to  listen  to 
the  praises  of  the  Lord.  I  will  remember  that 
thou  say  est  not  la,  la,  but  thou  say  est  qua,  qua  ; 
as  if  thou  saidst,  not  there  (la),  in  another  life, 
but  here,  here  (qua)y  be  it  thy  study  to  do  meri- 
torious actions.'  0  sister  dove,  what  a  beautiful 
lament  thou  makest !  O  sinner,  what  wilt  thou 
do  ?  for  thou  wilt  not  learn  it !' — An.  Fr.  iii.  86. 


BROTHER  GILES  ENCOURAGES  A  TEMPTED 
BROTHER 

A  CERTAIN  brother  who  was  beset  by  a 
temptation,  and  had  frequently  prayed  to 
the  Lord  that  He  would  take  it  away  without 
having  obtained  his  request,  went  to  Brother 
Giles  and  asked  his  advice.  '  Wonder  not, 
brother,'  was  his  answer,  '  if  the  Lord,  from  whom 
thou  hast  received  so  many  graces,  would  have 
thee  fight  against  the  foe,  for  the  better  a  King 
arms  his  knights  the  more  bravely  would  he  have 
them  wage  war.' — lb.  93. 


MAY    I  132 


OF  S.   FRANCIS'   CONVERSE  WITH  WOMEN 

WHEN  in  speaking  he  encountered  the 
troublesome  loquacity  of  women,  Francis, 
with  downcast  face  and  short  words,  would  call 
on  them  to  be  silent ;  sometimes,  on  the  other 
hand,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  heaven,  he  seemed  to 
be  drawing  thence  the  answers  he  gave  to  those 
who  were  muttering  of  earth.  But  those  women 
in  whose  minds  a  holy  urgency  of  devotion  had 
placed  the  abode  of  wisdom  he  taught  with 
wondrous  but  brief  discourses.  Whenever  he 
spoke  with  a  woman,  he  uttered  what  he  had  to 
say  in  a  tone  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  all. 
Once  he  said  to  his  companion  ;  '  I  tell  thee  the 
truth,  dearest  brother,  that  there  are  two  women 
only  whose  faces  I  should  recognise  if  I  looked  at 
them.  The  face  of  such  an  one,'  he  added, 
'  and  of  such  an  one,  is  known  to  me  ;  but  that 
of  no  other.'  '  It  is  well.  Father,'  answered  his 
companion,  '  for  the  sight  of  them  makes  no  one 
holy.' — 2  CeL  112. 


123  MAY  2 


S.  FRANCIS'  CARE  FOR  THE  POOR  LADIES 
AT  S.  DAMIAN 

AFTER  the  virgins  of  Christ  had  begun  to 
gather  from  different  parts  of  the  world 
at  S.  Damian,  vowing  most  perfectly  to  observe 
the  deepest  poverty,  and  to  adorn  themselves 
with  every  virtue,  though  S.  Francis  their  father 
gradually  withdrew  his  bodily  presence  from 
them,  still  he  ever  extended  to  them  his  affec- 
tionate care  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  when  by 
many  tokens  of  perfection  he  knew  them  to  be 
approved  and  ready  to  bear  the  loss  of  all  things 
for  Christ,  and  to  endure  toil,  and  never  to  decline 
from  the  holy  commandments,  he  promised  ever 
to  bestow  the  help  and  counsel  of  himself  and  his 
brethren  on  them  and  on  others  who  should  pro- 
fess poverty  in  a  similar  way  of  life  ;  which 
thing  he  diligently  performed  as  long  as  he  lived, 
and,  when  nigh  unto  death,  commanded  to  be 
evermore  performed,  and  that  not  negligently, 
declaring  that  it  was  one  and  the  same  spirit 
that  had  led  the  brethren  and  those  Poor  Ladies 
forth  from  this  world. — 2  Cel.  204. 


MAY   3  124 


o  i^  (  V  E  R  S  I  T  Y 


S.  FRANCIS'  INJUNCTIONS  AS  TO  MINISTERING 
TO  THE  POOR  LADIES  AT  S.  DAMIAN 

WHEN  the  brethren  sometimes  wondered 
why  S.  Francis  did  not  more  frequently 
visit  those  holy  handmaids  of  Christ  with  his 
bodily  presence,  '  Think  not,  dear  brethren,'  said 
he,  '  that  I  love  them  not  perfectly  ;  for  if  it  were 
a  fault  to  cherish  them  in  Christ,  was  it  not  a 
greater  fault  to  have  united  them  to  Christ  ? 
And,  indeed,  it  had  been  no  wrong  not  to  call 
them,  but  not  to  care  for  them  when  called  were 
the  utmost  unkindness.  But  I  am  giving  you 
an  example,  that  as  I  am  doing,  so  ye  should  also 
do.  I  will  not  that  any  of  you  should  of  his  own 
accord  offer  to  visit  them  ;  but  I  order  that 
unwilling  and  most  reluctant  men,  provided  they 
be  spiritual  and  approved  by  a  long  and  worthy 
life,  be  appointed  for  their  service.' — 2  Cel.  205. 


125  MAY  4 


S.  FRANCIS'  SERMON  TO  THE  POOR  LADIES 

[O  FRANCIS,  while  staying  at  S.  Damian,  had 
O.  often  been  entreated  to  preach  to  his 
spiritual  daughters,  and  at  last  consented  to  do 
so].  When  they  had  assembled  in  the  accus- 
tomed manner  to  hear  the  Word  of  God  (but  not 
less  in  order  to  see  their  father  Francis),  he  raised 
his  eyes  to  heaven,  where  his  heart  ever  was,  and 
began  to  pray  to  Christ.  Then  he  ordered  ashes 
to  be  brought,  and  having  spread  some  of  them 
on  the  ground  in  a  circle  round  him,  placed  the 
remamder  on  his  head.  They  waited  for  him 
to  begin,  but  as  he  remained  in  persistent  silence 
within  the  circle  of  ashes,  a  great  amazement 
arose  in  their  hearts.  Then  he  suddenly  stood 
up,  and,  to  their  astonishment,  repeated  by  way 
of  sermon  the  psalm,  '  Have  mercy  on  me,  O 
God,'  and  having  finished  it,  went  out  in  haste. 
By  the  power  of  this  symbolic  preaching  the 
handmaids  of  God  were  filled  with  such  con- 
trition that  they  shed  abundant  tears,  and 
scarce  refrained  from  punishing  themselves  with 
their  own  hands. — 2  Cd.  207. 


MAY  5  126 


THE  BRETHREN  EXHORTED  TO  BEWARE 
OF  ASSOCIATING  WITH  WOMEN 

THE  looks  and  talk  of  women  and  intimacy 
with  them  are  an  occasion  of  falling  to 
many,  and  we,  dearest  brethren,  ought  the  more 
carefully  to  avoid  them  the  oftener  we  see  the 
weak  spirit  overthrown  and  the  strong  weakened 
by  such  things.  Except  in  the  case  of  the  most 
approved  man,  I  judge  it  to  be  as  easy  for  anyone 
associating  with  women  to  avoid  their  contagion 
as  (in  Scriptural  phrase)  to  walk  in  the  fire  and 
not  burn  the  soles  of  his  feet.  Nor  do  I  think  it 
safe  to  make  inward  pictures  of  their  appearance, 
for  these  may  either  revive  the  fire  of  the  flesh 
which  has  been  subdued,  or  stain  the  whiteness 
of  a  modest  mind.  All  talk  with  women  is 
entirely  worthless  except  only  the  case  of  con- 
fession or  such  brief  instruction  as  is  expedient 
for  salvation  and  consistent  with  propriety. 
What  dealings,  I  should  like  to  know,  can  one 
have  with  a  woman  in  Religion  except  when  she 
makes  a  religious  request  for  holy  penance  or 
for  counsel  as  to  a  better  life  ?  Over-confidence 
makes  one  less  careful  of  the  foe,  and  if  the  Devil 
can  win  as  much  as  a  single  hair  in  a  man,  he  soon 
makes  it  grow  into  a  beam.  Not  only  ought 
fleshly  vices  to  be  done  to  death  and  incentives 
to  them  curbed,  but  it  is  meet  to  guard  with 
utmost  watchfulness  the  outward  senses  through 
which  death  gains  entrance  to  the  soul. — Ofusc. 
242. 


127  MAY  6 


EXAMPLE  OF  S.  FRANCIS'  CAUTION  IN  HIS 
DEALING  WITH  WOMEN 

IT  happened  once,  when  S.  Francis  was  on  his 
way  to  Bevagna,  that  he  was  unable  to  reach 
the  place,  being  weak  from  fasting.  His  com- 
panion sent  a  messenger  to  a  certain  spiritual 
lady  to  ask  humbly  for  bread  and  wine  for  the 
holy  man.  As  soon  as  she  heard  of  his  need,  she 
ran  to  him  with  her  daughter  (a  virgin  consecrated 
to  God),  bringing  what  was  necessary.  After 
the  holy  man  had  been  refreshed  and  was  some- 
what recovered,  he  in  his  turn  refreshed  the 
mother  and  daughter  with  the  Word  of  God  ; 
but,  though  he  preached  to  them,  he  looked  at 
neither  in  the  face.  As  they  withdrew,  his  com- 
panion said  to  him  :  '  Brother,  why  didst  thou 
not  look  at  the  holy  virgin  who  came  to  thee  with 
so  much  devotion  ?'  He  answered  :  '  Who  should 
not  fear  to  look  upon  the  bride  of  Christ  ?  But 
if  one  can  preach  with  the  eyes  and  the  face,  she 
saw  me,  though  I  did  not  see  her.' — 2  Cel.  114. 


MAY  7  128 


STORY  OF  S.  CLARA  BLESSING  THE  LOAVES 

POPE  GREGORY  IX.  visited  S.  Clara's  monas- 
tery that  he  might  hear  heavenly  and  divine 
words  from  her.  While  they  were  talking  to- 
gether, S.  Clara  had  had  loaves  made  ready  on  all 
the  tables  for  the  sisters,  and,  having  finished  their 
conversation,  S.  Clara  besought  the  Pope  on  her 
knees  to  bless  the  loaves.  But  he  answered  : 
'  Most  faithful  Sister  Clara,  I  would  have  thee 
bless  these  loaves  by  making  the  sign  of  the  cross 
over  them.'  *  Forgive  me,  most  holy  father,' 
she  said  ;  '  for  herein  I  were  much  to  be  blamed 
if  I,  a  worthless  woman,  presumed  to  give  a 
blessing  in  this  wise  in  the  presence  of  Christ's 
Vicar.'  The  Pope  answered  :  '  Well  then,  that 
it  be  not  set  down  to  presumption,  and,  further, 
that  merit  may  be  thine,  I  bid  thee  by  holy 
obedience  to  bless  these  loaves  by  making  with 
thine  hand  the  sign  of  the  Cross.'  She,  like  a 
truly  obedient  daughter,  raised  her  hands  in 
blessing,  and  made  the  sign  of  the  Cross  in  the 
air  over  against  the  loaves,  when  forthwith  the 
sign  of  the  Cross  appeared  on  all  those  loaves, 
some  of  which  were  devoutly  eaten,  and  others 
put  by,  on  account  of  the  miracle. — An.  Fr.  iii. 
182. 


129  I  MAY   8 


BROTHER  GILES  ON  THE  FEAR  OF  GOD 

THE  holy  fear  of  God  orders,  governs,  and 
rules  the  soul,  and  makes  it  enter  into  grace. 
If  one  possesses  any  grace  or  divine  virtue,  it  is 
the  fear  of  God  that  preserves  it.  And  if  one 
have  not  yet  acquired  virtue  or  grace,  holy  fear 
makes  him  acquire  it.  The  holy  fear  of  God  is 
a  guide  to  the  divine  graces,  because  it  makes  the 
soul  wherein  it  dwells  quickly  attain  to  holy  virtue 
and  the  divine  graces.  None  of  the  creatures 
that  have  ever  fallen  into  sin  would  have  fallen 
had  they  had  the  holy  fear  of  God.  But  this  holy 
gift  of  fear  is  not  given  except  to  the  perfect, 
because  the  more  perfect  a  man  is,  the  more 
fearing  and  the  humbler  he  is.  Happy  is  the 
man  who  knows  that  in  this  world  he  is  in  a 
prison,  and  ever  remembers  how  grievously  he 
has  offended  his  Lord.  Man  ought  ever  to  fear 
pride,  lest  it  thrust  at  him,  and  make  him  fall 
from  the  state  of  grace  wherein  he  is  ;  for  man 
can  never  be  secure  while  he  is  in  the  midst  of  our 
enemies — namely,  the  flatteries  of  this  wretched 
world  and  our  own  flesh,  which,  together  with 
the  devils,  is  ever  the  soul's  enemy. — Fioretti  240. 


MAY  9  130 


BROTHER  GILES  AND  THE  DOCTOR  OF 
DIVINITY 

FORASMUCH  as  brother  Giles  greatly  de- 
lighted in  the  virtue  of  humility,  he  desired 
to  have  experience  of  it  in  another  ;  and  once 
when  a  certain  English  brother,  a  Doctor  of 
Divinity,  was  preaching  at  the  monastery  of 
S.  Damian  in  the  presence  of  S.  Clara  and  brother 
Giles,  and  had  not  proceeded  very  far  in  his 
sermon,  brother  Giles  cried  out  with  fervour  : 
'  Hold  thy  peace.  Master,  hold  thy  peace,  because 
I  want  to  preach.'  The  other  at  once  was  silent, 
and  brother  Giles,  in  fervour  of  spirit,  uttered 
words  of  God  sweet  as  honey.  After  a  while  he 
said  ;  '  Now,  brother,  finish  the  sermon  thou  hast 
begun.'  So  the  doctor  resumed  and  concluded 
his  sermon.  But  when  blessed  Clara  saw  it,  she 
exulted  in  spirit,  saying :  '  To-day  has  been 
fulfilled  the  desire  of  our  holy  father  Francis, 
who  once  said  to  me,  "  I  greatly  long  that  my 
clerical  brethren  may  attain  to  such  humility  that 
a  Doctor  of  Divinity  shall  leave  off  preaching  at 
the  voice  of  a  layman  wanting  to  preach."  I 
tell  you^  brethren,  that  this  Doctor  has  edified 
me  more  than  if  I  had  seen  him  raising  the  dead.' 
— An,  Fr.ni,  8i. 


131  I  2  MAY  10 


THE  DUTY  OF  SHOWING  A  CHEERFUL 
COUNTENANCE 

SO  much  did  Francis  love  a  man  full  of  spiritual 
joy  that  he  had  these  words  written  down 
for  a  general  admonition :  '  Let  the  brethren 
beware  of  showing  themselves  outwardly  sullen 
and  gloomy  hypocrites,  but  let  them  show  them- 
selves rejoicing  in  the  Lord,  merry,  and  joyful, 
and  gracious,  as  is  meet.'  By  joy  of  countenance 
he  meant  fervour,  zeal,  readiness  and  preparation 
of  mind  and  body  gladly  to  do  every  good  thing, 
for  that  by  such  fervour  and  readiness  others 
are  more  provoked  [to  good]  than  by  the  good 
deed  itself.  Nay,  if  a  deed,  however  good,  seem 
not  to  be  done  gladly  and  fervently,  it  rather 
produces  distaste  than  provokes  to  good.  And 
so  he  disliked  seeing  in  a  face  that  gloom  which 
often  stands  for  spiritual  sloth,  disinclination  of 
mind,  and  sluggishness  of  body  as  regards  every 
good  work.  But  he  specially  loved  seriousness 
and  restraint  in  the  countenance  and  all  the 
members  of  the  body  and  in  the  senses  in  himself 
and  in  others,  and  tried  to  lead  others  thereto 
by  precept  and  example  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power. — 2  Cel.  128  ;  S.  P.  96. 


MAY  II  132 


BROTHER  GILES  ON  HUMILITY  AND  PATIENCE 

HE  who  with  steadfast  humility  and  patience, 
for  the  fervent  love  of  God  suffers  and 
endures  tribulations  shall  soon  attain  to  great 
graces  and  virtues,  and  shall  be  lord  of  this  world, 
and  shall  have  an  earnest  of  the  glorious  world  to 
come.  Everything,  good  or  bad,  that  a  man  does, 
he  does  unto  himself  ;  be  not,  therefore,  offended 
against  him  that  does  thee  wrong,  but  have 
humble  patience,  and  only  grieve  over  his  sin, 
pitying  him,  and  praying  effectually  to  God  for 
him.  By  how  much  a  man  is  strong  to  endure 
and  suffer  wrongs  and  tribulations  patiently  for 
the  love  of  God,  by  so  much,  and  no  more,  is  he 
great  in  God's  sight  ;  and  by  how  much  he  is 
weak  in  enduring  griefs  and  adversities  for  the 
love  of  God,  by  so  much  is  he  less  in  God's  sight. 
— Fioretti  241,  242. 


133  MAY   12 


S.  FRANCIS  AT  THE  SIEGE  OF  DAMIETTA 

AT  the  time  when  the  army  of  the  Christians 
was  besieging  Damietta,  Francis  and  some 
of  his  companions  were  there,  for  they  had  crossed 
the  sea  in  their  ardour  for  martyrdom.  And  one 
day,  when  our  soldiers  were  preparing  for  battle, 
the  holy  man  heard  of  it,  and  was  exceedingly 
grieved,  and  said  to  his  companion  :  '  If  they  fight 
to-day  the  Lord  hath  showed  me  that  the  Christ- 
ians will  not  prosper.  But  if  I  tell  them  this  I 
shall  be  deemed  a  fool,  while  if  I  keep  silence  I 
shall  not  elude  my  conscience.  What,  then, 
thinkest  thou  ?'  His  companion  answered  : 
'  Make  no  account  of  being  judged  by  men,  for 
thou  art  not  now  first  beginning  to  be  deemed 
a  fool.  Discharge  thy  conscience,  and  fear  God 
rather  than  men.'  So  Francis  gave  salutary 
warning  to  the  Christians,  urging  them  not  to 
fight,  and  announcing  disaster  if  they  did.  But 
they  hardened  their  hearts,  and  would  not  be 
warned.  .  .  .  During  the  battle  Francis,  being  in 
suspense,  made  his  companion  go  up  three  times 
to  watch,  .  .  .  and  at  the  third  time  the  Christ- 
ian army  was  in  full  flight. — 2  Cel.  30. 


MAY  13  134 


THE  WOOING  AND  ESPOUSAL  OF  LADY 
POVERTY 

PLACED  in  the  vale  of  tears,  the  blessed 
father  Francis  set  at  naught  the  common 
paltry  wealth  of  the  sons  of  men,  and  in  his 
ambition  to  attain  a  more  exalted  height  longed 
after  Poverty  with  all  his  heart.  Considering 
that  she  was  the  familiar  friend  of  the  Son  of 
God,  he  strove  in  perpetual  charity  to  espouse 
her,  now  that  she  was  cast  off  by  all  the  world. 
Therefore,  having  become  a  lover  of  her  beauty, 
in  order  that  he  might  cleave  yet  closer  to  her 
as  his  wife,  and  that  they  two  might  be  united 
in  one  spirit,  not  only  did  he  leave  his  father  and 
his  mother,  but  even  put  all  things  from  him. 
Therefore,  he  clasped  her  with  chaste  embraces, 
nor  for  an  hour  did  he  endure  not  to  be  her  hus- 
band. .  .  .  No  one  was  so  greedy  of  gold  as  he  of 
Poverty,  no  one  more  careful  in  guarding  a 
treasure  than  he  in  guarding  this  pearl  of  the 
Gospel.  Herein  especially  did  he  show  himself 
to  be  offended,  if  he  saw  in  the  brethren  anything 
either  at  home  or  abroad  contrary  to  poverty. 
Verily,  he  himself  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Religion  till  his  death  was  rich  in  a  tunic  only, 
a  cord,  and  drawers,  and  had  naught  else.  His 
poor  habit  showed  where  he  was  laying  up  his 
riches.  Deriving  hence  gladness,  confidence,  and 
freedom  to  run  his  course,  he  rejoiced  in  having 
exchanged  perishable  treasures  for  one  a  hundred- 
fold greater. — 2  Cel.  55. 


135  MAY    14 


S.  FRANCIS  REJECTS  A  RUNAWAY  BOY 

A  BOY  of  Lucca,  of  noble  births  came  to 
Assisi,  desiring  to  enter  the  Order.  He 
was  presented  to  S.  Francis,  and  on  bended  knees 
prayed  with  tears  that  he  would  receive  him. 
But  the  man  of  God  looked  upon  him,  and  im- 
mediately knew  by  the  Spirit  that  he  was  not 
being  driven  by  the  Spirit,  and  said  to  him  : 
'  Unhappy  and  carnal  boy,  why  dost  thou  trust 
in  being  able  to  lie  to  the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  me  ? 
Thou  art  weeping  in  a  carnal  manner,  and  thy 
heart  is  not  with  God.  Go,  for  thou  knowest 
naught  of  spiritual  things.'  Hereupon  it  was 
announced  that  the  boy's  parents  were  at  the 
door,  seeking  to  take  their  son  and  bring  him 
home  with  them.  So  the  boy  went  out  to  them, 
and  was  persuaded  at  last  to  return  of  his  own 
will.  But  the  brethren  wondered,  and  praised 
the  Lord  in  His  Saint. — 2  Cel.  40. 


MAY   15  136 


DENUNCIATION  OF  EMPTY  AND  WORDY 
PREACHERS 

THAT  preacher  is  to  be  pitied,  as  being  with- 
out true  piety,  who,  when  he  preaches, 
seeks  not  the  salvation  of  souls,  but  his  own 
renown,  or  who  pulls  down  by  the  wickedness  of 
his  life  what  he  builds  up  by  the  truth  of  his 
doctrine.  To  him  the  simple  and  tongueless 
brother  is  to  be  preferred,  who  by  his  good 
example  provokes  others  to  good.  '  Until  the 
barren  has  borne  plenteous  offspring,'  saith  the 
Prophetess,  '  and  she  who  had  many  sons  is 
waxed  feeble.'  The  '  barren  '  is  the  poor  humble 
brother  who  is  not  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 
begetting  sons  in  the  Church.  He  shall  bring 
forth  many  in  the  Judgment,  because  those  whom 
he  is  now  turning  to  Christ  by  private  prayers 
shall  then  be  reckoned  to  his  glory  by  the  Judge. 
'  She  who  has  many  children  shall  wax  feeble,' 
because  the  empty  and  wordy  preacher  who  now 
rejoices  in  many  children  gotten,  as  it  were,  by 
his  own  power,  shall  then  know  that  he  has 
nothing  of  his  own  in  them. — Opusc.  264. 


137  MAY  16 


BROTHER  GILES  AND  S.  BONAVENTURA 

BROTHER  GILES  said  once  to  the  Minister- 
General,  brother  Bonaventura  :  '  My  father, 
God  has  bestowed  many  graces  upon  you.  We 
ignorant  and  unlearned  ones,  who  have  received 
no  [such]  sufficiency,  what  can  we  do  that  we 
may  be  saved  ?'  The  General  answered  :  '  If 
God  gave  a  man  no  grace  save  that  he  might 
love  Him^  that  were  enough.'  Then  brother 
Giles  said  :  '  Can  an  unlettered  man  love  God  as 
much  as  a  learned  one  ?'  'A  poor  old  woman,' 
answered  Bonaventura,  '  may  love  God  more 
even  than  a  Doctor  of  Divinity  may.'  Then 
brother  Giles  arose  in  fervour  of  spirit,  went  into 
the  garden,  which  looks  toward  the  city  [of 
Perugia],  and  cried  :  '  0  poor  old  woman,  simple 
and  unlettered  !  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  thou 
mayest  be  greater  than  brother  Bonaventura  !' 
And  so  he  fell  into  an  ecstasy^  and  remained 
motionless  for  three  hours. — An.  Fr.  iii.  loi. 


MAY  17  "  138 


HOW  S.  FRANCIS  CLOTHED  A  POOR  BEGGAR 

A  POOR  man  came  to  the  place  where  S. 
Francis  was,  and  begged  of  the  brethren 
a  piece  of  cloth,  for  the  love  of  God.  S.  Francis, 
hearing  this,  said  to  a  brother  :  '  Look  through 
the  house  to  see  if  thou  canst  find  any  cloth,  and 
give  it  to  this  poor  man.'  The  brother  hurried 
through  the  house,  and  then  said  that  he  could 
find  none.  But  in  order  that  that  poor  brother 
might  not  go  back  again  empty,  S.  Francis  went 
stealthily  (for  fear  the  Warden  might  forbid  him), 
took  a  knife,  sat  down  in  a  secret  place,  and 
began  to  cut  off  a  piece  which  had  been  sewn  on 
inside  his  own  tunic,  meaning  to  give  it  to  the 
poor  man  secretly.  But  the  Warden,  hearing  of 
this,  went  to  him,  and  forbad  him  to  give  it, 
especially  as  the  weather  was  then  very  cold, 
and  S.  Francis  was  sick  and  very  chilly.  So 
S.  Francis  answered  :  '  If  thou  wilt  not  that  I 
should  give  this  piece,  thou  must  by  all  means 
see  that  some  piece  is  given  to  this  poor  brother.' 
And  so  the  brethren  gave  that  poor  man  some 
cloth  from  their  own  garments,  on  account  of 
S.  Francis. — S.  P.  35. 


139  MAY  18 


BROTHER  WALTER  AND  HIS  SOCKS 

[AT  Oxford  the  brethren  in  early  days  used 
l\    no  pillows],  nor  did  they  use  socks  unless 
they  were  sick  or  weakj  and  then  only  by  per- 
mission.    Brother  Walter  of  Maddeley  once  hap- 
pened to  find  a  pair  of  socks,  and  put  them  on 
when  he  was  going  to  Matins  ;  and  so  he  found 
himself    more    comfortable    than    usual    at    the 
service.     But  afterwards,  when  he  went  back  to 
bed,  he  dreamed  that  he  had  to  pass  through  a 
dangerous  place  between  Oxford  and  Gloucester, 
where  robbers  were  wont  to  be  ;  and  as  he  went 
down  into  the  deep  valley  they  came  up  on  either 
side  of  the  way  shouting,  '  Kill  him  !    kill  him  !' 
Being  sore  afraid,  he  cried  out  that  he  was  a 
Lesser  Brother.     But  they  said  r  '  Thou  liest,  for 
thou  goest  not  barefoot  !'     He,  thinking  he  was 
as  usual  barefoot,  replied  :  '  Nay,  but  I  am  bare- 
foot ';  and  then,  confidently  putting  his  foot  out, 
he  found  himself  wearing  in  their  presence  the 
said  socks ;  whereupon,  being  roused  from  sleep  by 
his  excessive  confusion,  he  threw  the  socks  out 
into  the  middle  of  the  garden. — Eccleston,  Coll.  vi. 


MAY   19  140 


THE  CONVERSION  OF  BROTHER  PAGIFICO 

THERE  was  in  the  March  of  Ancona  a  certain 
layman  who  had  altogether  sold  himself  to 
vanity.  He  was  known  as  *  the  King  of  Verses,' 
because  he  was  the  chief  of  those  who  sang  of 
wantonness,  and  a  composer  of  worldly  songs. 
.  .  .  He  and  the  blessed  Francis  happened  to 
meet  at  a  certain  monastery  of  poor  nuns. 
Francis,  with  his  brethren,  had  come  thither  to 
see  his  daughters  in  Religion ;  the  layman,  with 
many  boon  companions,  to  see  a  kinswoman  of 
his.  And  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  him, 
and  he  beheld  Francis  signed  as  with  a  cross  with 
two  glittering  swords,  one  of  which  went  from 
his  head  to  his  feet,  the  other  across  his  breast 
from  one  hand  to  the  other.  (He  did  not  know 
Francis  before,  but  recognised  him  immediately 
on  being  shown  so  great  a  miracle.)  Abashed  at 
the  sight,  he  began  to  purpose  better  things — at 
least,  in  the  distant  future.  But  the  blessed  father, 
after  first  preaching  to  all  generally,  turned  the 
sword  of  God's  word  against  this  man,  for  he  took 
him  aside  and  admonished  him  gently  concerning 
the  vanity  of  the  world,  and  then  pierced  his  heart 
by  the  threat  of  God's  judgments.  .  .  .  Next  day 
the  holy  man  vested  him,  and  named  him  Brother 
Pacifico,  for  that  he  had  been  restored  to  the  peace 
of  God. — 2  Cel.  io6. 


141  MAY  20 


S.  FRANCIS'  TEACHING  WITH  REGARD  TO 
BOOKS 

S  FRANCIS  taught  [the  brethren]  that  the 
•  testimony  of  God,  rather  than  value,  and 
edification,  rather  than  beauty,  should  be  sought 
in  books.  Still,  he  wished  that  a  few  should  be 
kept,  and  that  they  should  be  adapted  to  the 
requirements  of  needy  brethren  ;  and  so,  when  a 
certain  Minister  asked  that  certain  ambitious  and 
very  valuable  books  might  be  kept  by  his  per- 
mission, this  was  what  he  heard  in  reply  r  '  I  am 
not  going  to  lose  the  book  of  the  Gospel,  which  I 
have  promised  to  obey,  for  the  sake  of  thy  books. 
Do,  however,  what  thou  desirest,  but  it  shall  not 
be  by  my  permission.' — 2  Cel.  62. 

OF  TRUE  BROTHERLY  LOVE 

*  T)  LESSED  is  the  servant  who  loves  his  brother 
D  when  his  brother  is  sick  and  cannot  give 
him  satisfaction  as  much  as  when  he  is  well  and 
can  give  him  satisfaction.  And  blessed  is  he  who 
loves  and  fears  his  brother  when  his  brother  is 
absent  from  him  as  much  as  when  he  is  with  him, 
and  would  not  say  anything  behind  his  back  that 
he  could  not  with  charity  say  to  his  face. — 
Opusc.  74. 

MAY   21  142 


S.   FRANCIS    GIVES   HIS    CORD    TO   S.   DOMINIC 

AS  the  two  servants  of  God  [Francis  and 
Dominic]  were  departing  together  [from  a 
visit  to  the  Bishop  of  Ostia  at  Rome],  S.  Dominic 
asked  S.  Francis  if  he  would  deign  to  give  him 
the  cord  wherewith  he  was  girded.  Francis 
showed  reluctance  at  this,  being  moved  by 
humility  to  refuse  the  request,  even  as  the  other 
was  moved  by  love  to  make  it.  However,  the 
happy  devotion  of  the  suppliant  conquered,  and 
Dominic  most  devoutly  girded  himself  beneath 
his  tunic  with  the  cord  that  had  been  given  him. 
At  last  they  clasped  hands,  and  commended 
themselves  each  to  the  other  most  sweetly  ;  and 
the  one  holy  man  said  to  the  other  :  '  I  would, 
Brother  Francis,  that  thy  Order  and  mine  might 
be  one,  and  that  we  might  abide  in  the  Church 
after  the  like  pattern.'  And  when  at  length  they 
parted,  Dominic  said  to  several  of  the  bystanders  : 
'  Verily,  I  say  unto  you  that  all  Religious  ought 
to  follow  this  holy  man  Francis,  so  great  is  the 
perfection  of  his  holiness.' — S.  P.  43  ;  2  Cel.  150. 


143  MAY  22 


S.    FRANCIS    EXPOUNDS    A    PASSAGE    IN 
EZEKIEL  TO  A  DOCTOR  OF  DIVINITY 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  staying  at  Siena,  one 
of  the  Order  of  Preachers,  a  spiritual 
man  and  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  came  to  see  him. 
After  conversing  together  for  a  time  about  God's 
word,  the  divine  questioned  Francis  concerning 
Ezekiel's  saying,  '  If  thou  proclaim  not  to  the 
wicked  man  his  wickedness,  I  will  require  his 
soul  at  thy  hand,'  and  he  said  :  '  I  myself,  good 
father,  know  of  many  who  are  in  mortal  sin, 
but  I  do  not  always  proclaim  their  wickedness 
to  them.  Will  their  souls,  then,  be  required  at 
my  hand  ?'  Francis  humbly  said  that  he  was 
unlearned,  and  that  it  were  more  expedient  for 
him  to  be  taught  by  the  other  than  to  interpret 
the  meaning  of  Scripture.  [But  when  the  divine 
still  urged  him  to  answer],  Francis  said  :  '  If  the 
passage  is  of  general  application,  I  take  it  to 
mean  that  the  servant  of  God  ought  in  life  and 
holiness  so  to  burn  within  himself  as  to  reprove 
all  the  wicked  by  the  light  of  his  example  and 
discourse,  and  thus  the  brightness  of  his  life  and 
the  perfume  of  his  fame  will  proclaim  to  all  their 
wickedness.'  And  so  the  divine,  greatly  edified, 
said  to  the  companions  of  the  blessed  Francis  as 
he  went  away  :  '  My  brethren,  this  man's  theology, 
based  on  purity  and  contemplation,  is  a  soaring 
eagle,  while  our  learning  crawls  with  its  belly  on 
the  ground.' — 2  Cel.  103  ;  S.  P.  53. 


MAY  23  144 


S.  FRANCIS'  CONSIDERATION  FOR  THE 
BRETHREN 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  staying  at  the  her- 
mitage of  S.  EleutheriuSj  opposite  Rieti, 
he  lined  his  tunic  and  that  of  his  companion 
Ricerio  with  some  patches,  because  of  the  great 
cold  (for  his  custom  was  only  to  wear  one  tunic) i 
so  that  his  body  began  to  receive  some  little 
comfort  from  this.  And  soon  afterwards,  when 
he  was  returning  from  prayer,  he  said  with  great 
joy  to  his  companion  :  '  It  behoves  me  to  be  the 
pattern  and  example  of  all  the  brethren,  and 
therefore,  although  my  body  needs  to  have  a 
tunic  that  is  patched,  still  I  must  consider  my 
other  brethren,  who  are  in  need  of  the  same  thing, 
and  perhaps  neither  have  nor  can  get  it.  Where- 
fore I  must  consider  them,  to  the  end  I  may 
suffer  the  same  want  that  they  suffer^  so  that, 
when  they  see  this  in  me,  they  may  be  able  to 
endure  with  great  patience.' — 5.  P.  i6. 


145  K  MAY  24 


S.  FRANCIS  DENOUNCES  FALSE  TEACHERS 

THE  truth  of  holy  humiUty  and  simplicity, 
of  holy  prayer  and  poverty,  which  is  our 
calling,  shall  at  the  last  day  be  exalted,  glorified, 
and  magnified  ;  which  truth  those  that  have  been 
puffed  up  by  the  wind  of  learning  have  slandered 
by  their  lives  and  vain  discourses  of  their  own 
learning,  saying  that  the  very  truth  is  falsehood, 
and,  like  blind  men,  persecuting  those  who  have 
walked  in  truth.  Then  shall  the  error  and  false- 
ness of  their  opinions  by  which  they  have  walked, 
which  they  have  preached  as  the  truth,  by  which 
they  have  hurled  many  into  the  pit  of  blindness, 
be  ended  in  woe,  confusion,  and  shame,  and  they, 
with  their  dark  opinions,  shall  be  plunged  into 
outer  darkness  with  the  spirits  of  darkness. — 
Opusc.  260. 


MAY  25  146 


S.  FRANCIS'  SINGING 

THE  sweet  melody  of  the  spirit  within  Francis 
was  wont  sometimes  to  break  forth  into 
utterance  in  French,  and  the  vein  of  the  divine 
whisper  which  his  ear  perceived  in  secret  would 
burst  forth  into  a  French  song  of  joy.  Sometimes, 
as  we  have  seen  with  our  eyes,  he  would  pick  up 
a  stick  from  the  ground,  and,  putting  it  over  his 
left  arm,  would  draw  across  it  another  stick  like 
a  bow  which  he  held  in  his  right  hand,  as  though 
playing  on  a  viol  or  other  instrument,  and  going 
through  the  proper  motions,  he  would  sing  in 
French  about  the  Lord.  Oftentimes  this  ecstasy 
of  joy  would  end  in  tears,  and  the  song  of  gladness 
would  dissolve  into  compassion  for  the  Passion  of 
Christ  ;  and  then  this  holy  man  would  heave 
continual  sighs,  and  utter  repeated  groanings, 
and,  forgetting  the  things  he  was  holding  in  his 
hands,  would  be  uplifted  towards  heaven. — 
2  Cel.  127  ;  S.  P.  93. 


147  K2  MAY  26 


STORY  OF  S.  FRANCIS  AND  BROTHER  LEONARD 

AT  the  time  when  S.  Francis  was  returning 
from  beyond  the  sea,  having  brother 
Leonard  of  Assisi  as  his  companion,  it  chanced 
that,  being  weary  with  the  journey,  he  was 
riding  for  a  while  on  an  ass.  His  companion  was 
walking  behind,  and  being  not  a  little  tired,  he 
yielded  a  little  to  mortal  weakness,  and  began  to 
say  to  himself  :  '  This  man's  parents  and  mine 
were  not  wont  to  play  together  as  equals.  But 
now  he  is  riding,  and  I  on  foot  am  driving  his 
ass  !'  While  this  thought  was  passing  through 
his  mind  the  holy  man  dismounted  forthwith, 
saying  :  '  Brother,  it  is  not  meet  that  I  should  ride 
and  thou  be  walking,  because  in  the  world  thou 
wast  nobler  and  mightier  than  I.'  Brother 
Leonard  was  abashed  ;  he  turned  red,  and  knew 
that  the  holy  man  had  seen  through  him  ;  he 
fell  at  his  feet,  and,  bathed  in  tears,  laid  bare  his 
thought,  and  asked  for  pardon. — 2  Cel.  31. 


MAY  27  148 


ADMONITIONS  OF  S.  FRANCIS 

*  T)  LESSED  is  that  servant  who  speaks  not  in 
H)  hope  of  reward  nor  discloses  all  that  he 
has,  nor  is  swift  to  speak,  but  takes  thought 
wisely  beforehand  what  things  he  ought  to 
speak  and  to  answer.  Woe  to  that  Religious  who 
keeps  not  in  his  heart  the  good  things  that  the 
Lord  shows  him,  and  shows  them  not  to  others 
by  his  behaviour,  but  in  hope  of  reward  longs 
rather  to  show  them  to  men  by  words  ;  for  that 
man  receives  his  reward,  and  his  hearers  gather 
little  fruit. — Opusc.  72. 


*  T)  LESSED  is  that  servant  who  lays  up 
JD  treasure  in  heaven  of  the  good  things 
which  the  Lord  shows  him,  and  does  not  long 
to  display  them  to  men  in  hope  of  reward  ;  for  the 
Most  High  shall  make  that  man's  works  manifest 
to  whomsoever  it  shall  please  Him.  Blessed  is 
the  servant  who  keeps  in  his  own  heart  the  secrets 
of  the  Lord. — Opusc.  76. 


149  MAY  28 


S.  FRANCIS'  DESIRE  THAT  THE  BRETHREN 
SHOULD  CULTIVATE  HUMILITY 

FRANCIS,  the  faithful  servant  and  perfect 
imitator  of  Christ,  feeling  himself  trans- 
formed into  Christ  most  chiefly  through  the 
virtue  of  holy  humility,  desired  this  virtue  to  be 
in  his  brethren,  and  incessantly  and  most 
affectionately  would  encourage  them  by  precept 
and  example  to  love,  desire,  acquire,  and  maintain 
this  grace  ;  and  especially  did  he  admonish  and 
persuade  the  Ministers  and  preachers  to  practise 
deeds  of  humility.  For  he  used  to  say  that  they 
ought  not  by  reason  of  their  office  of  Superior,  or 
of  their  care  for  preaching,  to  give  up  holy  and 
devout  prayer,  going  for  alms,  working  sometimes 
with  their  hands,  and  doing  other  things  like  the 
rest  of  the  brethren,  for  the  sake  of  good  example 
and  the  gain  of  their  own  and  others'  souls. 
And  he  would  say :  *  The  brethren  who  are 
subject  are  much  edified  when  their  Ministers 
and  preachers  are  occupied  in  prayer,  and  willingly 
stoop  to  deeds  of  humility  and  to  the  commonest 
acts  of  service.  For  otherwise  they  cannot  with- 
out confusion,  harm,  and  condemnation  to  them- 
selves admonish  the  other  brethren  concerning 
this  matter.  For  it  is  necessary,  after  Christ's 
example,  to  act  rather  than  to  teach,  and  to  act 
and  teach  at  the  same  time,' — S.  P.  73. 


MAY   29  150 


S.  FRANCIS  DENOUNCES  PUNISHMENT 
AGAINST  THE  PERUGIANS 

[/^NE  day  Francis,  coming  down  from 
V^  Greccio],  said  to  the  brethren  who  were 
present  :  '  The  men  of  Perugia  have  done  much 
evil  to  their  neighbours,  and  their  heart  is  lifted 
up,  which  shall  be  for  their  ignominy.  But  the 
vengeance  of  the  Lord  is  nigh  :  and  His  hand  is 
on  His  sword.'  And  a  few  days  later  he  arose  in 
fervour  of  spirit,  and  turned  his  course  toward 
Perugia.  .  .  .  And  when  he  came  to  Perugia  he 
began  to  preach  to  the  assembled  people  ;  but 
when  the  knights  (after  their  manner)  rode  up 
armed  and  hindered  the  preaching  with  warlike 
sports,  he  turned  to  them,  and  said  with  groaning 
.  .  .  :  '  Hear  what  the  Lord  announces  to  you  by 
me,  the  little  poor  man.  The  Lord  hath  exalted 
you  above  all  that  are  round  about  you  ;  where- 
fore ye  ought  to  be  kinder  to  your  neighbours,  and 
more  thankful  to  God  ;  but,  unthankful  for  favour, 
you  attack,  kill,  and  plunder  your  neighbours 
with  armed  hand.  I  tell  you  this  shall  not  be 
left  unpunished,  and  for  your  heavier  punishment 
God  shaU  make  you  turn  your  arms  against  one 
another.  .  .  .'  And  not  many  days  after  [the 
city  was  in  arms],  and  they  fought  with  such  fury, 
and  there  was  such  slaughter,  that  the  very 
neighbours  whom  they  had  wronged  grieved  with 
them. — 2  Cel.  37. 

151  MAY  30 


S.  FRANCIS'  LANGUAGE  TO  THOSE  WHO 
PRAISED  HIM 

TO  some  who  proclaimed  him  blessed  and 
holy,  Francis  said  :  '  I  may  have  sons  and 
daughters  yet  ;  praise  not  one  who  is  not  yet 
secure.  No  one  ought  to  be  praised  whose  end 
is  uncertain.  If  ever  God  should  take  away  the 
treasures  of  His  grace  that  He  has  lent  me  now, 
what  else  would  be  left  to  me  but  the  body  and 
the  soul,  which  are  common  to  believers  and 
unbelievers  alike  ?'  Such  was  his  language  to 
those  who  praised  him.  But  to  himself  he  said  : 
'  If  the  Most  High  had  given  so  much  to  a  robber 
he  would  be  more  thankful,  Francis,  than  thou 
art.' — Opusc.  322  ;  2  Cel.  133. 


MAY  31  152 


STORY  OF  S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  UNHAPPY 
WIFE 

WHEN  Francis  was  on  his  way  to  the  Cells 
near  Corona,  a  noble  lady  of  Volusiano 
heard  of  it,  and  hastened  to  go  to  him.  At  length 
she  came  to  him,  wearied  with  the  long  journey 
(for  she  was  very  delicate  and  tender),  and  when 
he  saw  her  tired  and  panting  he  pitied  her,  and 
said  :  '  What  is  thy  pleasure,  lady  ?'  She  an- 
swered :  '  Father,  that  thou  wouldst  bless  me.' 
And  he  asked  :  '  Art  thou  married  or  unmarried  ?' 
'  Father,'  she  replied,  '  I  have  a  very  cruel  hus- 
band who  is  an  adversary  to  me  in  serving  Jesus 
Christ,  and  my  greatest  grief  is  that  I  cannot 
perform  the  good  will  wherewith  the  Lord  has 
inspired  me,  because  my  husband  hinders  me  ; 
wherefore  I  beseech  thee,  holy  man,  pray  for 
him,  that  God's  mercy  may  soften  his  heart.  .  .  . 
And  Francis  said  :  '  Go,  blessed  daughter,  and 
know  that  thou  shalt  soon  have  consolation  of 
thy  husband.'  And  he  added  :  '  Tell  him  on 
God's  behalf  and  on  mine  that  now  is  the  time 
of  salvation,  and  afterwards  that  of  justice.'  The 
lady  returned  home  and  told  her  husband  these 
words.  Forthwith  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  upon 
him  .  .  .  and  caused  him  to  make  this  answer 
with  all  gentleness  :  '  Lady,  let  us  serve  the  Lord 
and  save  our  souls  in  our  own  house.' — 2  Cel,  38. 

153  JUNE   1 


THE  LIFE  AT  PORTIUNCULA 

WHEN  the  lord  [Cardinal]  of  Ostia,  who 
afterwards  became  Pope  Gregory  [IX.], 
came  to  the  Chapter  of  the  brethren  at  S.  Maria 
de  Portiuncula,  he  went  with  many  knights  and 
clergy  into  the  house  to  see  the  brethren's  dormi- 
tory ;  and  noticing  that  the  brethren  lay  on  the 
ground,  with  nothing  under  them  but  a  little 
straw  and  some  wretched  mattresses  almost 
broken  to  pieces,  and  without  pillows,  he  began 
to  weep  aloud  before  all  the  company,  saying  : 
'  Look,  this  is  where  the  brethren  sleep,  while 
we  wretches  use  so  many  unnecessary  things  ! 
What,  then,  will  become  of  us  ?'  And  so  he 
and  all  the  others  were  greatly  edified.  More- 
over he  saw  no  table  there,  because  at  that  place 
the  brethren  ate  on  the  ground. — 5.  P.  21. 


JUNE   2  154 


S.  FRANCIS'  TEST  OF  A  VOCATION  TO  THE 
LIFE  OF  RELIGION 

TWO  young  men  came  to  S.  Francis  entreat- 
ing to  be  received  into  the  Order.  Wish- 
ing to  test  their  obedience  and  readiness  to  give 
up  their  own  will,  he  brought  them  into  the 
garden,  and  said  :  *  Come  with  me  and  plant 
cabbages  for  the  food  of  the  Religious,  just  as 
you  see  me  do.'  So  he  took  the  plants  and  put 
their  roots  above  and  their  leaves  in  the  earth. 
One  of  the  young  men,  who  was  truly  obedient, 
kept  exactly  to  this  way  of  planting,  but  the  other, 
with  a  smattering  of  human  knowledge,  disap- 
proved of  this  method  as  being  unusual  with 
gardeners,  and  maintained  that  cabbages  should 
be  planted  the  opposite  way.  Then  S.  Francis 
said  to  him  r  '  Son,  copy  me,  and  what  I  do,  do 
thou  likewise.'  But  he  would  not,  thinking  that 
what  they  were  doing  was  foolish  ;  whereupon  the 
man  of  God  said  :  '  Brother,  I  see  that  thou  art  a 
great  master.  Go  thy  way.  For  a  simple  and 
humble  Order  such  masters  are  not  meet,  but 
rather  simple  and  foolish  persons,  like  this  com- 
panion of  thine.' — Opusc.  386. 


155  JUNE  3 


ADMONITIONS  OF  S.  FRANCIS 

*  T  ET  us  all  give  heed,  brethren,  to  the  Good 
A  J  Shepherd,  who  bore  the  passion  of  the 
cross  to  save  His  sheep.  The  sheep  of  the  Lord 
followed  Him  in  tribulation  and  persecution,  in 
shame  and  hunger,  in  weakness,  in  temptation, 
and  in  other  trials,  for  which  they  have  received 
of  the  Lord  eternal  life.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
thing  for  us  servants  of  God  to  be  much  ashamed 
of  that  the  Saints  should  do  the  deeds,  while  we 
desire  to  get  glory  and  honour  by  rehearsing  and 
preaching  about  them. 


♦npHE  Apostle  said  :  '  The  letter  killeth,  but 
X  the  Spirit  giveth  life.'  They  are  killed  by 
the  letter  who  only  want  to  know  the  words  that 
they  may  be  thought  wiser  than  others,  and  may 
gain  great  riches  and  bestow  them  on  their  rela- 
tions and  friends.  And  those  Religious  are  killed 
by  the  letter  who  will  not  follow  the  spirit  of  the 
divine  text,  but  are  rather  eager  only  to  know  the 
words  and  interpret  them  to  others.  But  those 
are  quickened  by  the  spirit  of  the  divine  text  who 
do  not  attribute  all  the  knowledge  of  the  text 
which  they  knowj  and  wish  to  know,  to  themselves, 
but  by  word  and  example  ascribe  it  to  the  Lord 
Most  High,  to  whom  every  good  thing  belongs. — 
Opusc.  62,  64. 

JUNE  4  156 


A  NOVEL  REMEDY  AGAINST  TEMPTATION 

A  CERTAIN  spiritual  brother,  who  was  vexed 
with  grievous  temptations,  said  in  his  heart  : 
*  Oh,  if  ever  I  could  have  with  me  some — even 
if  only  a  few — of  the  parings  of  holy  Francis' 
nails,  I  believe  that  all  this  storm  of  temptations 
would  disperse,  and  peace  return,  by  the  Lord's 
favour.'  So,  having  obtained  permission,  he 
repaired  to  the  place  where  Francis  was,  and 
set  forth  his  case  to  one  of  the  holy  father's 
companions.  This  brother  answered  :  '  No  ;  I 
believe  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  thee  any  of 
his  nails  ;  for,  though  we  cut  them  for  him  some- 
times, he  forbids  us  to  keep  them.'  Forthwith  that 
brother  was  sent  for,  and  ordered  to  go  to  Francis, 
who  was  asking  for  him  ;  and  Francis  said  to  him  : 
'  Find  me  scissors,  my  son,  for  me  to  cut  my  nails 
at  once  !'  The  brother  handed  the  scissors,  which 
he  had  taken  up  for  that  purpose,  picked  up  the 
parings,  and  gave  them  to  the  brother  who  had 
asked  for  them  ;  and  that  brother,  having  re- 
ceived them  devoutly,  and  kept  them  still  more 
devoutly,  was  immediately  delivered  from  every 
assault. — 2  Cel.  42. 


157  JUNE  5 


S.  FRANCIS  REFUSES   TO   MITIGATE  HIS  RULE 

AT  the  suggestion  of  some  brethren,  who 
desired  a  relaxation  of  the  rule,  Ugolino, 
the  Cardinal  of  Ostia,  asked  S.  Francis  to  comply 
with  the  advice  of  certain  doctors  and  wise  men 
of  his  Order,  and  mitigate  the  precepts  of  the 
rule,  or  else  choose  one  of  the  ancient  rules  of 
Augustine,  Benedict,  or  Basil  for  himself  and  his 
brethren  to  observe.  The  zealot  for  the  Gospel 
state  of  life  said  not  a  word  in  reply,  but  when  he 
had  called  the  brethren  together  in  Chapter,  he 
said  with  great  fervour  of  spirit  in  the  presence 
of  that  Cardinal  :  '  My  brethren,  my  brethren,  the 
Lord  has  called  me  by  the  way  of  simplicity  and 
humility,  and  in  power  has  shown  this  way  to 
me  for  myself  and  for  those  who  would  cleave 
to  and  imitate  me.  Therefore,  I  will  not  have 
you  talk  to  me  of  observing  the  rule  of  Benedict, 
Basil,  or  any  other  than  that  which  God's  mercy 
has  given  and  shown  to  me.  The  Lord  Himself 
told  me  He  would  have  me  to  be  His  fool  in  this 
world,  and  would  not  lead  me  and  mine  by  any 
other  way  to  the  heavenly  country  than  by  this, 
which,  though  it  appear  folly  to  men,  is  deemed 
great  wisdom  in  the  sight  of  God.  I  fear  lest 
your  wisdom  and  learning  be  turned  for  you 
hereafter  into  ignorance  and  confusion.'  These 
words  struck  such  fear  into  the  Cardinal  and  the 
brethren  that  they  fell  at  his  feet,  and  humbly 
begged  him  to  pardon  their  request. — Opusc.  346. 

JUNE  6  158 


STORY  OF  S.   FRANCIS  AND  THE  LEVERET 

ONCE,  when  S.  Francis  was  staying  at 
Greccio,  one  of  the  brethren  brought  him 
a  live  leveret  that  had  been  taken  in  a  snare, 
and  when  the  blessed  man  saw  it  he  was  moved 
with  compassion,  and  said  :  '  Brother  leveret, 
come  to  me.  Why  didst  thou  let  thyself  be  so 
deceived  ?'  And  forthwith  the  leveret,  on  being 
released  by  the  brother  who  was  holding  him, 
fled  to  the  holy  man,  and,  without  being  driven 
thither  by  anyone,  lay  down  in  his  bosom,  as 
being  the  safest  place.  When  he  had  rested 
there  a  little  while,  the  holy  father,  caressing  him 
with  maternal  affection,  let  him  go,  so  that  he 
might  freely  return  to  the  woodland.  At  last, 
after  the  leveret  had  been  put  down  on  the 
ground  many  times,  and  had  each  time  returned 
to  the  holy  man,  he  bade  the  brethren  carry 
him  into  a  wood  which  was  hard  by. — i  Cel.  60. 


159  JUNE  7 


S.  FRANCIS'  DEVOTION  TO  THE  SACRAMENT 
OF  THE  LORD'S  BODY 

TOWARDS  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Body  S.  Francis  glowed  with  the  fervour 
of  all  his  being,  marvelling  at  the  thought  of  that 
loving  condescension,  of  that  most  condescending 
love.  He  deemed  it  to  be  treating  the  Sacra- 
ment with  no  small  contempt  if,  having  leisure, 
he  did  not  hear  at  least  one  Mass  daily.  He 
often  communicated,  and  that  so  devoutly  as  to 
make  others  devout.  ...  He  loved  France  as 
the  friend  of  the  Lord's  Body,  and  longed  to  die 
there,  by  reason  of  her  reverence  for  hallowed 
things.  ...  It  was  his  will  that  great  reverence 
should  be  shown  to  the  priestly  hands  which,  in 
the  offering  of  that  Sacrifice,  have  been  invested 
with  an  authority  so  divine  ;  and  he  often  used 
to  say  :  '  If  I  chanced  to  meet  at  the  same  time 
any  Saint  coming  from  heaven  and  any  poor 
priest,  I  would  do  honour  to  the  presbyter  first, 
and  would  sooner  go  to  kiss  his  hands,  and  I  would 
say  to  the  other,  "  Oh,  wait  for  me,  S.  Lawrence, 
for  the  hands  of  this  man  handle  the  Word  of 
Life,  and  possess  that  which  is  more  than 
human."  ' — 2  CeL  201. 


JUNE  8  160 


THE  SWALLOWS  OBEY  S.  FRANCIS 

ONE  day  when  Francis  was  come  to  Alviano 
to  set  forth  the  word  of  God,  he  went  up 
on  an  eminence  where  all  could  see  him,  and 
asked  for  silence.  But  though  all  the  company- 
held  their  peace  and  stood  reverently  by,  a  great 
number  of  swallows  who  were  building  their 
nests  in  that  same  place  were  chirping  and 
chattering  loudly.  And,  as  Francis  could  not 
be  heard  for  their  chirping,  he  spoke  to  the  birds 
and  said  :  '  My  sisters,  the  swallows,  it  is  now 
time  for  me  to  speakj  too,  because  you  have  been 
saying  enough  all  this  time.  Listen  to  the  word 
of  God  and  be  in  silence,  and  quiet,  until  the 
sermon  is  finished  !'  And  those  little  birds  (to 
the  amazement  of  the  bystanders)  kept  silence 
forthwith,  and  did  not  move  from  that  place 
till  the  preaching  was  ended.  So  those  men, 
when  they  had  seen  that  sign,  were  filled  with 
great  admiration,  and  said  :  '  Truly  this  man  is 
a  Saint,  and  a  friend  of  the  Most  High.' — i  Cel.  59. 


161  L  JUNE  9 


S.  FRANCIS'  LOVE  OF  FLOWERS 

FRANCIS  used  to  bid  the  brother  who  tilled 
the  garden  not  to  cultivate  all  the  ground 
merely  to  raise  plants  for  food,  but  to  leave  some 
part  of  the  ground  to  bring  forth  verdant  plants 
that  might  yield  in  their  seasons  our  brothers 
the  flowers,  for  love  of  Him  who  is  called  '  the 
flower  of  the  field  and  the  lily  of  the  valleys.' 
Indeed,  he  would  say  that  brother  gardener  must 
always  make  a  beautiful  little  plot  out  of  some 
part  of  the  garden,  placing  and  planting  therein 
some  of  all  sweet-smelling  plants,  and  of  all 
such  as  bring  forth  beautiful  flowers,  that  in  their 
season  they  might  invite  the  men  who  should 
behold  those  plants  and  flowers  to  praise.  For 
every  creature  cries,  saying  :  '  O  man,  God  made 
me  on  account  of  thee  !'  And  they  who  were 
with  him  used  to  see  him  so  rejoicing  inwardly 
and  outwardly,  as  it  were,  in  all  creatures,  that 
as  he  touched  or  looked  at  them  his  spirit  seemed 
to  be  not  on  earth,  but  in  heaven. — 5.  P.  ii8. 


JUNE  lo  162 


THE  VIRTUE  OF  BEGGING  ALMS  FROM 
^    f  ■  ;,     DOOR  TO  DOOR 

THE  holy  father  made  use  of  alms  gathered 
from  door  to  door  much  more  willingly 
than  of  such  as  had  been  offered.  He  declared 
that  to  be  ashamed  of  begging  was  hostile  to 
salvation,  but  that  that  shame  in  begging  which 
does  not  draw  back  the  foot  was  holy.  He 
praised  the  blush  rising  in  a  modest  forehead, 
but  not  the  being  confounded  by  fear.  Some- 
times in  exhorting  his  disciples  to  seek  alms  he 
used  these  words  :  '  Go,  for  at  this  latest  hour 
the  Lesser  Brethren  have  been  lent  to  the  world 
in  order  that  the  elect  may  fulfil  in  them  that 
which  shall  bring  them  this  commendation  from 
the  Judge  :  "  That  which  ye  have  done  to  one 
of  My  Lesser  Brethren  ye  have  done  to  Me."  ' 
And,  accordingly,  he  said  that  the  Order  had 
been  privileged  by  the  great  Prophet  who  had  so 
clearly  expressed  the  title  of  its  name. — 2  Cel.  71. 


163  2  L  JUNE    n 


STORY  OF  S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  CICALA 

NEAR  the  cell  of  the  Saint  of  God  at  Porti- 
uncula  a  cicala  used  to  perch  on  a  fig-tree, 
singing  sweetly.  Sometimes  the  blessed  father 
would  hold  out  his  hand  to  her,  and  call  her 
kindly  to  him,  saying,  '  My  sister  cicala,  come 
to  me,'  and  she  immediately  came  up  on  his 
hand,  as  though  endowed  with  reason.  Then  he 
said  :  '  Sing,  my  sister  cicala,  and  praise  the 
Lord  thy  Creator  with  a  joyful  song.'  And 
without  delay  she  began  obediently  to  sing,  and 
ceased  not  until  the  man  of  God  mingled  his  own 
praise  with  her  songs,  and  bade  her  fly  back  to 
her  accustomed  place,  where  she  remained  for 
eight  days  in  succession,  as  if  bound.  When  the 
Saint  came  down  from  his  cell  he  always  touched 
her  with  his  hands,  and  bade  her  sing,  and  she 
was  always  eager  to  do  his  bidding.  Then  he 
said  to  his  companions  :  '  Let  us  give  our  sister 
cicala  leave  to  depart,  for  she  has  gladdened  us 
enough  with  her  praise ;  that  our  flesh  may  not 
have  occasion  for  vainglory  by  such  things.' 
And  forthwith  the  cicala  dismissed  by  him  went 
away,  and  never  appeared  there  again. — 2  Cel.  171. 


JUNE  12  '  '  164 


OF  SELF-SACRIFICING  OBEDIENCE 

*npHE  Lord  said  in  the  Gospel :  '  He  who  re- 
X  nounces  not  everything  which  he  possesses 
cannot  be  My  disciple  ';  and  '  He  who  will  save 
his  soul  shall  lose  it.'  That  man  renounces  every- 
thing which  he  possesses  and  loses  his  body 
who  gives  himself  up  wholly  to  the  hands  of  his 
Superior,  in  obedience  ;  and  whatever  he  says 
or  does  that  he  knows  not  to  be  contrary  to  his 
Superior's  will  (provided  that  what  he  does  be 
good)  is  true  obedience.  And  when  the  inferior 
has  in  view  things  better  and  more  profitable 
for  his  soul  than  those  that  his  Superior  ordains, 
let  him  sacrifice  his  own  will  to  God,  and  study 
to  fulfil  what  his  Superior  ordains.  For  this 
is  obedience  founded  on  charity,  since  the  man 
sacrifices  himself  to  God  and  his  neighbour. 
But  if  the  Superior  should  give  an  order  to  the 
inferior  which  goes  against  his  conscience,  let 
the  inferior  not  forsake  him,  though  he  obey 
him  not.  And  if  he  is  persecuted  by  others  on 
that  account,  let  him  love  them  all  the  more  for 
God's  sake.  For  he  who  would  rather  bear 
persecution  than  be  separated  from  his  brethren 
truly  remains  in  perfect  obedience,  for  he  lays 
down  his  soul  for  his  brethren.  For  there  are 
many  Religious  who,  under  the  excuse  of  having 
better  things  in  view  than  those  their  Superiors 
enjoin,  look  behind  them  and  return  to  the  vomit 
of  self-will.  These  are  murderers  who  ruin 
many/souls  by  their  evil  examples. — Opusc.  58. 


165  JUNE   13 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  WATERFOWL 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  crossing  the  lake  of 
Rieti  in  a  little  boat  on  his  way  to  the 
hermitage  of  Greccio,  a  fisherman  presented  him 
with  a  waterfowl,  that  he  might  rejoice  over  it 
in  the  Lord.  The  blessed  father  received  the 
bird  with  joy,  and  then,  opening  his  hands,  gently 
invited  it  freely  to  fly  away.  The  bird  would 
not  depart,  but  rested  in  his  hands  as  in  a  nest, 
and  the  holy  man  remained  with  his  eyes  lifted 
up  in  prayer.  Then,  after  a  long  delay,  as 
though  coming  back  to  himself  from  elsewhere, 
he  sweetly  told  the  bird  to  return  without  fear 
to  its  former  liberty.  And  so,  on  receiving  this 
permission,  with  the  holy  man's  blessing,  the 
bird  showed  its  joy  by  some  motion  of  its  body, 
and  flew  away. — 2  Cel.  167. 


JUNE    14  ^^^ 


S.  FRANCIS'  INJUNCTIONS  TO  OFFICE- 
BEARERS IN  THE  ORDER 

IN  your  government,  my  brethren,  the  [pro- 
vincial] Ministers,  I  beg  two  things  of  you : 
First,  that  you  be  not  respecters  of  persons  ; 
second,  that  you  do  not  enjoin  a  light  thing  in 
virtue  of  holy  obedience,  for  this  is  to  draw  the 
sword  at  once,  which  ought  not  to  be  done  save 
on  mature  consideration  and  on  emergency. 
Be  moderate  in  commands,  merciful  to  sinners, 
ready  to  forgive,  sparing  in  food,  poor  in  apparel, 
gentle  in  word,  faithful  to  God  and  your  duties. 
Found  words  and  precepts  on  your  own  deeds, 
if  you  would  have  those  under  you  to  found  their 
deeds  on  your  words,  and  to  fulfil  in  action  what 
you  enjoin. — Opusc.  30. 

SUPERIORS  should  rarely  order  things  to  be 
done  *  on  obedience,'  nor  should  that  javelin 
be  hurled  first  which  ought  to  be  last.  The  hand 
should  not  at  once  be  put  to  the  sword.  But 
he  who  fears  not  the  sword,  or  that  inferior  who 
hastens  not  to  obey  a  demand  on  his  obedience, 
neither  fears  God  nor  respects  men,  if  he  has  no 
cause  at  all  for  hesitating  to  obey.  Therefore, 
the  Superior  must  not  be  rash  in  giving  orders ; 
for  what  is  authority  to  command  in  a  rash 
Superior  but  a  sword  in  the  hand  of  a  madman  ? 
— Opusc.  466. 

167  JUNE   15 


A  TIMELY  OFFERING 

WHEN  Francis,  the  father  of  the  poor,  was 
at  the  palace  of  the  Bishop  of  Rieti,  he 
was  wearing  a  worn-out  tunic,  and  one  day  he 
said  to  one  of  his  companions  whom  he  had  ap- 
pointed his  Warden :  '  I  would,  brother,  that,  if 
thou  couldst,  thou  wouldst  find  me  some  cloth 
for  a  tunic'  The  brother,  on  hearing  this,  cast 
about  in  his  mind  how  he  might  come  by  the 
cloth  which  had  been  asked  for  in  such  necessity 
and  with  such  humility  ;  and  next  morning  at 
dawn  he  went  to  the  door  intending  to  go  to  the 
village  for  the  cloth,  and  by  the  door  he  found  a 
man  sitting  who  wanted  to  speak  to  him,  and  he 
said  to  that  brother  :  '  Do,  for  the  love  of  God, 
accept  from  me  cloth  for  six  tunics.  Keep  one 
for  thyself,  and  distribute  the  rest  as  it  pleases 
thee,  for  the  benefit  of  my  soul !'  The  brother, 
filled  with  joy,  returned  to  Francis,  and  told  him 
of  the  offering  made  from  heaven  ;  and  Francis 
said  :  '  Accept  the  tunics,  for  the  man  has  been 
sent  hither  that  he  might  in  such  wise  supply  my 
need,'  adding  :  '  Thanks  be  to  Him  who  alone, 
it  seems,  takes  thought  for  us  !' — 2  Cel.  43. 


June  16  168 


BROTHER  GILES'  ZEAL  FOR  POVERTY 

TWO  of  the  brethren  had  been  driven  out  of 
the  kingdom  of  Sicily  by  the  Emperor 
Frederick,  who  was  under  the  ban  of  the  Church. 
They  came  to  brother  Giles,  who  kindly  wel- 
comed them,  and  inquired  whence  they  were 
and  whence  they  came.  They  replied  that  they 
had  been  driven  out  of  their  own  land  by  Frede- 
rick, the  persecutor  of  the  Church.  At  these 
words  brother  Giles,  inflamed  by  zeal  for  Poverty, 
began  to  cry  out  and  to  rebuke  them,  saying  : 
'  You  have  been  driven  out  of  your  own  land  ? 
chased  out  of  your  own  land  ?  Surely  ye  are 
not  Lesser  Brethren  !'  Then,  after  still  crying 
aloud  and  repeating  the  words,  he  added,  smiting 
the  palms  of  his  hands  together  :  '  Dear  brethren, 
you  are  sinning  against  Frederick,  that  greatest 
of  sinners.  For,  whereas  he  has  given  you  many 
good  things,  you  ought  to  pity  him  and  pray  for 
him,  that  the  Lord  would  soften  his  heart ;  and 
not  to  murmur  against  him,  for  he  has  not  cast 
you  out  of  your  own  land  if  ye  are  truly  Lesser 
Brethren,  for  ye  can  have  no  land  of  your  own.' 
— An.  Fr.  iii.  no. 


169  JUNE   17 


S.  FRANCIS  MAKES  NESTS  FOR  THE 
TURTLE-DOVES 

A  YOUTH  had  taken  some  turtle-doves,  and 
was  carrying  them  off  to  sell.  He  met 
S.  Francis,  who  looked  on  the  doves  with  a 
pitying  eye,  and  said  :  '  Kind  youth,  I  pray  thee 
give  me  these  turtle-doves,  that  such  gentle  and 
innocent  birds  (who  are  likened  in  Holy  Scrip- 
ture to  chaste,  humble,  and  faithful  souls)  may 
not  come  into  the  hands  of  cruel  men,  who  would 
kill  them.'  The  youth  (inspired  by  God)  forth- 
with gave  them  all  to  S.  Francis,  who  took  them 
into  his  lap,  and  began  sweetly  to  speak  to  them, 
saying  r  '  Oh,  my  sisters,  simple  turtle-doves,  in- 
nocent and  chaste,  why  do  ye  let  yourselves  be 
caught  ?  But  now  I  am  going  to  save  you  from 
death,  and  will  make  you  nests,  that  ye  may 
increase  and  multiply  according  to  the  command 
of  God  your  Creator.'  So  he  went  and  made 
nests  for  them  all,  and  they  settled  there  and 
began  to  lay  eggs  and  bring  forth  young  in  the 
presence  of  the  brethren,  and  they  were  as  tame 
and  familiar  with  S.  Francis  and  the  others  as  if 
they  had  been  hens  that  had  always  been  fed  by 
them.  Nor  did  they  depart  until  S.  Francis  with 
his  blessing  gave  them  leave. — Fioretti  62. 


JUNE  18  170 


BISHOP  GROSSETESTE  ON  BEGGING  AND 
WORKING 

BROTHER  WILLIAM  of  Nottingham  once 
said  that,  while  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln 
of  holy  memory  (Grosseteste)  held  the  office  of 
Lector  (teacher)  to  the  Lesser  Brethren  at 
Oxford,  he  preached  in  the  Chapter  of  the 
brethren  on  Poverty,  and  laid  down  that  in  the 
ladder  of  Poverty  mendicity  was  the  step  nearest 
to  the  embracing  of  heavenly  things.  After- 
wards, however,  he  took  brother  William  apart, 
and  told  him  that  there  was  one  step  higher — 
namely,  to  live  by  one's  own  work  ;  and  accord- 
ingly he  added  that  the  Beguines  belonged  to 
the  most  perfect  and  holy  Order,  because  they 
lived  by  their  own  toil,  and  did  not  burden  the 
world  by  their  demands. — Eccleston,  Coll.  xiv. 


171  JUNE    19 


BROTHER  GILES'  ZEAL  FOR  WORK 

BROTHER  GILES  went  by  S.  Francis'  leave 
to  visit  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  came  to 
the  port  of  Brindisi,  where  he  remained  some  days, 
because  there  was  no  ship  ready.  So,  desiring 
to  live  by  his  toil,  he  got  a  water-pot,  filled  it 
with  water,  and  went  through  the  town  crying, 
'  Who  wants  water  ?'  And  by  his  toil  he  received 
bread  and  what  was  necessary  for  the  bodily  life 
of  himself  and  his  companion  ;  and  then  he 
passed  the  sea,  and  visited  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
and  the  other  holy  places  very  devoutly.  On 
his  way  back  he  halted  at  the  city  of  Ancona 
for  some  days,  where,  since  he  was  wont  to  live 
by  his  labour,  he  made  himself  baskets  of  reeds, 
which  he  sold,  not  for  money,  but  for  bread  for 
himself  and  his  companion.  He  used  also  to 
carry  the  dead  to  burial  for  that  same  hire. 
When  this  means  failed  he  came  back  to  the 
table  of  Jesus  Christ,  asking  alms  from  door  to 
door.  And  so  with  great  toil  and  poverty  he 
returned  to  S.  Maria  degli  Angeli. — Fioretti  226. 


JUNE  20  172 


BROTHER  GILES'  LIFE  AT  ROME 

WHEN  brother  Giles  was  once  at  a  convent 
in  Rome  he  determined  to  live  by  his 
bodily  toil,  and  this  was  his  way  of  life  :  Early 
in  the  morning  he  heard  a  Mass  very  devoutly  ; 
then  he  went  off  to  a  wood  eight  miles  from 
Rome,  and  brought  thence  a  bundle  of  wood  on 
his  back,  which  he  sold  for  bread  and  other 
things  to  eat.  Once,  as  he  was  returning  with  a 
load  of  wood,  a  woman  asked  to  buy,  and  having 
agreed  about  the  price,  he  carried  the  wood 
home  for  her.  The  woman,  on  seeing  that  he 
was  a  Religious,  gave  him,  notwithstanding  the 
agreement,  a  great  deal  more  than  she  had  pro- 
mised- Said  brother  Giles  :  '  Good  woman,  I 
will  not  be  overcome  of  the  vice  of  avarice  ; 
therefore  I  will  not  take  a  greater  price  than 
that  agreed  on.'  And  so  not  only  would  he 
take  no  more,  but  he  took  the  half  of  what  had 
been  agreed ;  wherefore  that  woman  conceived  a 
great  devotion  for  him. — Fioretti  227,  228. 


173  JUNE   21 


S.   FRANCIS  DRIVES  DEVILS   OUT  OF  AREZZO 

S      FRANCIS    happened    once    to    come    to 
.     Arezzo  at  a  time  when  that  city  was  so 
shaken  with  intestinal  war  that  its  destruction 
seemed  imminent.     The  man   of  God  therefore 
lodged  outside  the  city  in  a  suburb,  and  beheld 
the   devils  exulting  over  it   and  inflaming  the 
citizens    to    their    mutual    destruction.     So    he 
called  brother  Sylvester,  a  godly  man  of  worthy 
simplicity,    and    commanded    him    thus  :     '  Go 
before  the  gate   of  the  city,   and  on  behalf  of 
Almighty  God  command  the  devils  to  go  out  of 
it    as    speedily    as    possible.'     The    simple    and 
dutiful  brother  hastened  to  obey,  and,  bespeaking 
the  favour  of  the  Lord  by  praise,  he  cried  aloud 
before  the   gate  :    '  On   behalf  of   God,   and  by 
order   of    our  father  Francis,  depart  far  hence, 
all  ye  devils !'     Soon  afterwards  peace  was  re- 
stored to  the  city,  and  Francis  opened  his  preach- 
ing to  the  citizens  with  these  words  :  '  I  speak 
to  you  as  to  men  formerly  in  subjection  to  the 
devil,  and  in  the  bonds  of  demons,  whom  now  I 
know  to  have  been  set  free  by  a  poor  man's 
prayers.' — 2  CeL  io8. 
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PARTICULARS  AS  TO  S.  FRANCIS'  PREACHING 

WHEN,  as  very  often  happened,  he  was 
preaching  God's  word  among  many 
thousands  of  people,  Francis  was  as  confident 
as  if  he  had  been  speaking  with  an  intimate 
companion.  He  saw  the  greatest  concourse  of 
people  as  one  man  ;  and  to  one  man  he  preached 
most  carefully,  as  if  to  a  multitude.  His  purity 
of  mind  furnished  him  with  confidence  in  preach- 
ing ;  and  without  premeditation  he  would  utter 
things  wonderful  and  unheard  before  by  all. 
Sometimes,  however,  it  happened  if  he  had 
meditated  his  sermon  beforehand  that  when 
the  people  were  come  together  he  had  forgotten 
what  he  had  thought  of,  and  could  not  say  any- 
thing else.  Then,  without  any  embarrassment, 
he  confessed  to  the  people  that  he  had  thought 
of  many  things  beforehand  of  which  he  could 
remember  nothing  at  all  ;  and  suddenly  he  would 
be  filled  with  such  eloquence  that  he  moved  his 
hearers  to  admiration.  At  other  times,  however, 
when  he  could  say  nothing,  he  dismissed  the 
people  with  his  blessing,  having  by  that  alone 
preached  to  them  most  effectually. — i  Cel.  72. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  FORERUNNER  IN  ASSISI 

AS  he  himself  afterwards  testified^  Francis 
had  learnt  by  revelation  from  the  Lord 
this  greeting — namely,  '  The  Lord  give  thee 
peace.'  And  therefore  in  all  his  preaching  he 
greeted  the  people  at  the  beginning  of  his  sermon, 
proclaiming  peace.  And,  strange  to  tell,  before 
his  conversion  he  had  had  a  certain  forerunner 
who  often  used  to  go  through  Assisi  greeting 
after  this  manner,  '  Peace  and  good  ;  peace  and 
good,'  concerning  whom  it  is  firmly  to  be  believed 
that  even  as  John  announcing  Christ  to  come, 
gave  way  when  Christ  began  to  preach,  so  also 
this  man,  like  a  second  John,  who  had  preceded 
the  blessed  Francis  in  announcing  peace,  appeared 
no  more  as  he  had  done  previously,  after  the 
coming  of  Francis.  Forthwith,  therefore,  the 
man  of  God,  Francis,  filled  with  the  spirit  of 
the  prophets,  began  to  announce  peace  imme- 
diately after  his  said  herald,  and  to  preach 
salvation  ;  and  by  his  wholesome  warnings  very 
many  entered  into  the  covenant  of  true  peace 
who  had  been  discordant  from  Christ  and  far 
from  salvation. — 3  Soc.  26. 
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ADMONITION  ON  THE  RECEPTION  OF  THE 
HOLY  COMMUNION 

*  T  T  E  who  has  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  that 
11  dwells  in  His  faithful  ones  is  he  who 
receives  the  most  holy  Body  and  Blood  of  the 
Lord  ;  all  others,  who  presume  to  receive  It,  not 
having  of  the  same  Spirit,  eat  and  drink  judg- 
ment to  themselves.  Wherefore  it  is  said : 
'  Ye  sons  of  men,  how  long  will  ye  be  gross  of 
heart  ?  Why  is  it  that  ye  love  vanity  and  seek 
falsehood  ?'  Why  do  ye  not  know  the  truth 
and  believe  in  the  Son  of  God  ?  Behold,  every 
day  He  humbles  Himself  ;  even  as  when  from 
His  royal  seat  He  came  to  the  Virgin's  womb, 
so  He  comes  to  us  daily  in  lowly  guise  ;  daily 
does  He  come  down  from  the  bosom  of  the  Father 
on  high  to  the  altar,  in  the  priest's  hands  ;  and 
as  He  appeared  to  the  holy  Apostles  in  very  flesh, 
so  now  He  shows  Himself  to  us  in  the  hallowed 
bread  ;  and  as  they,  when  looking  with  the  eye 
of  their  flesh,  only  saw  His  flesh,  but  when  con- 
templating with  the  eyes  of  the  Spirit  believed 
that  He  was  the  Lord  God,  so  let  us  also,  be- 
holding the  bread  and  wine  with  our  bodily  eyes, 
see  and  believe  firmly  that  it  is  His  most  holy 
Body  and  Blood  living  and  true.  And  in  such 
sort  is  the  Lord  ever  with  His  faithful  ones,  as 
He  said  Himself  :  '  Behold  I  am  with  you  until 
the  end  of  the  world.' — Opusc,  56. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  MANNER  OF  PRAYER 

S  FRANCIS  often  used  to  choose  out  solitary 
places  in  order  that  he  might  therein  wholly 
direct  his  mind  to  God  ;  but  yet,  when  he  saw 
that  the  time  was  favourable,  he  was  not  sloth- 
ful in  attending  to  business  and  in  applying  him- 
self gladly  to  the  salvation  of  his  neighbours. 
For  his  safest  haven  was  prayer  :  not  prayer 
for  one  moment,  not  vacant  or  presumptuous 
prayer,  but  long -continued,  full  of  devotion, 
calm,  and  humble  ;  if  he  began  late  he  scarce 
ended  with  morning.  Whether  he  were  walking, 
sitting,  or  eating  and  drinking,  he  was  intent 
on  prayer.  He  would  often  go  alone  by  night 
to  pray  in  churches  which  were  deserted,  or  in 
lonely  places,  wherein,  under  the  protection  of 
God's  grace,  he  got  the  better  of  many  fears 
and  distresses  of  mind.  In  such  places  he  fought 
hand  to  hand  with  the  Devil,  who  not  only  smote 
him  inwardly  by  temptations,  but  terrified  him 
outwardly  through  the  falling  in  and  overthrow 
[of  buildings]. — i  Cel.  71,  72. 
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HOW  S.  FRANCIS  BY  PRAYER  BROUGHT 
WATER  OUT  OF  THE  ROCK 

ONCE,  when  S.  Francis  would  go  to  a  certain 
hermitage  in  order  there  to  give  himself 
more  freely  to  contemplation,  he  borrowed  from 
a  poor  man  an  ass  to  ride  on,  for  he  was  very 
weak.  It  was  in  summer,  and  as  the  countryman 
followed  the  man  of  God  up  the  mountain  he 
became  weary  by  reason  of  the  length  and  steep- 
ness of  the  way,  and  before  they  reached  the 
place  he  became  faint  from  thirst.  He  cried 
urgently  after  Francis,  and  begged  him  to  take 
pity  on  him,  saying  that  he  should  die  unless 
he  could  be  refreshed  by  some  drink.  Without 
delay  the  holy  man  (who  always  pitied  the  dis- 
tressed) dismounted,  and  fell  on  his  knees, 
stretching  up  the  palms  of  his  hands  to  heaven, 
nor  did  he  cease  to  pray  until  he  felt  that  he 
had  been  heard.  '  Make  haste,'  said  he  to  the 
countryman,  '  and  yonder  thou  wilt  find  water 
which  Christ  has  brought  to  thee  at  this  hour  out 
of  the  rock  to  drink.'  The  countryman  drank 
a  draught  out  of  the  hard  rock  by  the  power  of 
him  who  had  prayed.  Water  had  never  flowed 
there  before,  nor  could  any  be  found  afterwards, 
though  diligent  search  was  made. — 2  CeL  46. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  STRICTNESS  IN  GOING   FOR   ALMS 

THAT  he  might  not  even  once  offend  his 
holy  spouse,  Francis,  the  servant  of  the 
Most  High,  used  to  act  thus  :  If  ever,  when  in- 
vited to  eat  by  great  lords,  he  was  to  be  honoured 
by  a  lavish  table,  he  would  first  seek  for  scraps 
of  bread  among  the  neighbouring  houses,  and 
then,  enriched  thus  by  want,-  he  hastened  to  sit 
down  to  meat.  Sometimes,  when  he  was  asked 
why  he  did  this,  he  answered  that  he  would  not 
relinquish  an  enduring  inheritance  for  a  fief 
granted  for  an  hour.  '  It  is  poverty,'  said  he, 
'  that  appoints  the  heirs  and  kings  ol  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  and  not  your  false  riches.' — 
2  Cel.  72. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  NEARNESS  TO  GOD 

FRANCIS,  the  man  of  God,  though  absent 
in  body  from  the  Lord,  strove  to  make 
his  spirit  present  in  heaven,  and  having  already 
become  a  fellow-citizen  of  the  angels,  was  sepa- 
rated from  them  by  the  wall  of  the  flesh  only. 
His  whole  soul  thirsted  for  his  Christ,  to  whom 
he  devoted  not  only  his  whole  heart,  but  his 
whole  body.  .  .  .  The  world  had  no  savour  for 
him,  who  was  fed  with  heavenly  sweetness,  and 
divine  delights  made  him  revolt  from  the  gross 
pleasures  of  men.  He  always  sought  out  a  hidden 
place  wherein  he  might  make  not  only  his  spirit 
but  his  very  members  fit  for  his  God.  When  in 
public  he  was  suddenly  visited  by  the  Lord,  in 
order  that  he  might  not  lack  a  cell,  he  made  a 
cell  of  his  cloak.  And  if  he  had  no  cloak,  he 
covered  his  face  with  his  sleeve,  that  he  might 
not  disclose  the  hidden  manna. — 2  Cel.  94. 
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S.  FRANCIS  IN  PRAYER 

WHEN  praying  in  solitary  places,  S.  Francis 
would  fill  the  woods  with  groanings, 
water  the  ground  with  tears,  smite  his  breast  with 
his  hands,  and  having  there  discovered,  as  it 
were,  a  secret  hiding-place,  he  would  often  speak 
with  his  Lord  in  words,  would  make  answer  to 
his  Judge,  entreat  his  Father  ;  there  he  would 
converse  with  his  Friend,  and  rejoice  with  the 
Bridegroom.  And  in  order  that  he  might  make 
of  the  whole  marrow  of  his  being  a  whole  burnt- 
offering  in  manifold  ways,  he  would  set  before 
his  eyes  in  manifold  ways  Him  who  is  supremely 
simple.  .  .  .  And  so  the  whole  man,  not  so  much 
praying,  as  having  become  a  living  prayer,  con- 
centrated his  whole  attention  and  affection  on 
the  one  thing  which  he  was  seeking  from  the  Lord. 
With  what  sweetness,  think  you,  was  he  encom- 
passed as  he  became  accustomed  to  such  inter- 
course ?  No  one  knows  but  he  himself  .  .  .  such 
knowledge  is  not  given  to  those  who  have  had 
no  experience. — 2  Cel.  95. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  RESPONSE  TO  VISITATIONS 
OF  THE  SPIRIT 

THE  blessed  father  Francis  was  wont  never 
to  pass  over  negligently  any  visitation  of 
the  Spirit  ;  but  when  it  was  offered  he  followed 
it  up,  and,  so  long  as  the  Lord  permitted,  he 
enjoyed  the  sweetness  thus  offered.  If,  therefore, 
while  he  was  being  pressed  by  any  business,  or 
was  engaged  on  a  journey,  he  gradually  became 
aware  of  the  touch  of  grace,  he  would  taste  that 
manna  of  utmost  sweetness  by  frequent  snatches 
here  and  there.  For  as  he  was  on  his  way  he 
would  allow  his  companions  to  go  on  ahead,  and 
himself  stand  still,  and  so,  converting  into  enjoy- 
ment the  inspiration  that  had  newly  come  to 
him,  he  received  not  the  grace  in  vain. — 2  Cel.  95. 
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S.  FRANCIS  AS  THOUGHT-READER 

IT  was  S.  Francis'  custom  [at  Greccio]  to  pass  the 
whole  day  in  his  cell  alone,  and  not  to  come 
back  to  the  brethren  until  compelled  by  the  need 
of  taking  food.  .  .  .  Now  it  happened  once  that 
two  brethren  of  worthy  conversation  came  to 
the  hermitage  from  a  long  distance,  the  whole 
cause  of  their  coming  being  their  desire  to  see 
the  holy  man  and  to  receive  his  long-coveted 
blessing.  So  when  they  arrived,  and  did  not  find 
him  (for  he  had  already  retired  from  public  view 
into  his  cell),  they  were  wondrously  afflicted,  and, 
since  the  uncertainty  concerning  his  return  would 
impose  on  them  a  long  delay,  they  withdrew  in 
great  sorrow,  attributing  their  disappointment 
to  their  unworthiness,  and  followed  by  S.  Francis' 
companions,  who  tried  to  comfort  them  in  their 
desolation.  But  when  they  were  gone  about  a 
stone's  cast  from  the  place  suddenly  the  holy 
man  cried  after  them,  and  said  to  one  of  his  com- 
panions :  '  Tell  my  brethren  who  are  come  hither 
to  look  back  at  me.'  And  when  the  said  brethren 
had  turned  their  faces  toward  him  he  made  the 
sign  of  the  cross  over  them,  and  affectionately 
blessed  them.  And  they  went  back  on  their  way 
praising  and  blessing  the  Lord. — 2  Cel.  45. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  CARE  TO  GUARD  AGAINST 
WANDERING  THOUGHTS 

S  FRANCIS  deemed  himself  grievously  to 
•  offend  if  at  any  time  he  were  moved  by  vain 
fancies  when  at  prayer.  If  any  such  thing  hap- 
pened he  never  failed  to  atone  for  it  by  immediate 
confession,  and  his  zeal  herein  had  become  so 
much  a  matter  of  use  that  he  was  very  seldom 
troubled  by  flies  of  this  sort.  One  Lent  he  had 
spent  his  odds  and  ends  of  time  (that  they  might 
not  be  altogether  lost)  in  making  a  certain  vessel. 
One  day  while  he  was  devoutly  saying  Tierce 
his  eyes  chanced  to  turn  to  look  at  the  vessel, 
and  he  felt  that  the  fervour  of  his  inner  man  was 
checked.  Grieving,  therefore,  that  the  cry  from 
his  heart  to  the  Divine  ears  had  been  interrupted, 
when  Tierce  was  finished  he  said  in  the  hearing 
of  the  brethren  :  '  Alas  for  the  fruitless  work 
which  has  had  the  power  to  turn  away  my  mind 
to  it  !  I  will  sacrifice  it  to  the  Lord,  whose 
sacrifice  it  has  hindered.'  And  with  these  words 
he  seized  the  vessel  and  threw  it  into  the  fire. — 
2  Cel.  97. 
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AN  INSTANCE  OF  S.  FRANCIS'  ABSORPTION 
IN  HEAVENLY  THINGS 

MANY  times  the  blessed  Francis  was  caught 
up  out  of  himself  in  such  rapture  of  con- 
templation that  he  could  disclose  to  none  that 
which  he  experienced  transcending  human  sense. 
...  He  was  once  riding  on  an  ass  at  a  time 
when  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  pass  through 
Borgo  S.  Sepolcro,  and  as  he  intended  to  rest  at 
a  certain  leper's  house,  it  became  known  to  many 
that  the  man  of  God  was  to  pass  through.  Men 
and  women  flocked  from  all  sides  to  see  him, 
desiring,  with  their  accustomed  devotion,  to 
touch  him.  They  came  and  felt  him,  pulled  him 
along,  and  cut  off  little  pieces  from  his  tunic  to 
put  away.  Francis  seemed  insensible  to  it  all, 
and  heeded  what  was  going  on  as  little  as  a  corpse. 
At  length  he  and  his  company  reached  their 
destination,  and  having  long  since  left  Borgo 
S.  Sepolcro,  the  contemplator  of  heavenly  things 
(as  though  coming  back  from  elsewhere)  anxiously 
inquired  when  they  would  be  getting  near  Borgo. 
— 2  Cel.  98. 
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OF  HUMILITY  IN  SPIRITUAL  THINGS 

S  FRANCIS  often  spoke  thus  to  his  familiar 
•  friends  :  '  When  a  servant  of  God  is  visited 
at  prayer  by  some  fresh  consolation  from  the 
Lord,  he  ought,  before  coming  forth  from  prayer, 
to  raise  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and,  clasping  his 
hands,  to  say  to  God  :  "  O  Lord,  thou  hast  sent 
this  consolation  and  sweetness  from  heaven  to 
me,  an  unworthy  sinner,  and  I  restore  it  to  Thee 
that  Thou  mayest  keep  it  for  me,  for  that  I  am  a 
robber  of  Thy  treasure."  And  again  :  "  Lord, 
take  from  me  Thy  good  in  this  world,  that  Thou 
mayest  keep  it  for  me  hereafter."  Such  should 
be  his  language ;  and  when  he  comes  forth  from 
prayer  he  ought  to  bear  himself  toward  others  as 
much  after  the  manner  of  a  poor  sinner  as  if  he 
had  gained  no  fresh  grace.  .  .  .'  It  was  S.  Francis' 
custom  to  rise  for  prayer  so  stealthily  and  gently 
that  none  of  his  companions  noticed  either  that 
he  was  rising  or  that  he  was  praying.  But  when 
late  at  night  he  went  to  bed  he  made  a  noise  and 
almost  a  din,  so  that  all  might  know  that  he  was 
going  to  rest. — 2  Cel.  99. 
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THE  BITER  BIT 

ONCE,  when  S.  Francis  came  to  Alexandria,  in 
Lombardy,  to  preach  the  word  of  God,  he 
was  entertained  by  a  God-fearing  man  of  good 
report.  His  host  begged  him  to  observe  the  holy 
Gospel  by  eating  that  which  was  set  before  him. 
He  agreed,  being  conquered  by  the  devotion  of 
his  host,  who  hastened  to  prepare  a  capon  seven 
years  old  (sic)  for  the  man  of  God  to  eat.  As 
they  sat  at  table  a  son  of  Belial  appeared  at  the 
door  feigning  poverty,  and  begging  for  help  for 
God's  sake.  The  holy  man  acknowledged  that 
Name  blessed  above  all  things  and  sweeter  to  him 
than  honey,  and  most  thankfully  took  up  a  piece 
of  the  bird,  put  it  on  some  bread,  and  sent  it  to 
the  beggar.  .  .  .  Next  morning  S.  Francis 
preached  to  the  assembled  people.  That  wicked 
man  began  to  bluster,  and  tried  to  show  the 
piece  of  capon  (which  he  had  kept)  to  everyone. 
'  See,'  he  cried,  '  what  manner  of  man  is  this 
Francis  whom  you  honour  as  a  Saint  ?  Look  at 
all  the  meat  he  gave  me  while  he  was  eating  last 
night.'  All  the  people  cried  out  against  him, 
and  said  he  was  filled  with  the  Devil ;  but  what  he 
tried  to  persuade  them  was  a  piece  of  capon 
appeared  to  all  to  be  a  fish;  and  the  wretched 
man,  abashed  by  the  miracle,  was  forced  to  admit 
what  everyone  else  asserted.  He  begged  the 
Saint's  pardon  before  them  all,  and  the  meat 
returned  to  its  own  species  after  the  transgressor 
had  returned  to  his  right  mind. — 2  Cel.  78,  79. 


JULY  6  188 


S.  FRANCIS  RESCUES  A  SHEEP 

AS  Francis  was  journeying  with  brother  Paul 
to  Osimo,  he  found  in  the  fields  a  shepherd 
feeding  a  herd  of  goats.  Among  the  multitude 
of  goats  there  was  one  little  sheep  going  along 
in  humble  fashion  and  quietly  grazing.  When 
Francis  saw  her  he  stopped,  and,  moved  in  his 
heart  with  grief,  said  to  his  companion,  groaning 
aloud  :  *  Seest  thou  not  this  sheep  which  is  walking 
so  meekly  among  these  she-goats  and  he-goats  ? 
I  tell  thee  that  even  so  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
walked  meek  and  lowly  among  the  Pharisees  and 
chief  priests.  Wherefore  I  ask  thee,  my  son, 
for  love  of  Him,  to  take  pity  with  me  on  this 
little  sheep,  and  let  us  pay  the  price  and  get  her 
out  from  among  these  goats.'  And  brother  Paul, 
wondering  at  his  grief,  began  to  grieve  with  him. 
But  they  had  nothing  but  the  poor  tunics  they 
wore,  and  as  they  were  anxiously  considering  how 
the  price  might  be  paid,  a  merchant  who  was  on 
a  journey  came  up,  and  offered  the  price  they 
desired.  They  took  the  sheep,  giving  thanks  to 
God,  and  came  to  Osimo,  where  the  Bishop 
received  them  with  great  reverence. — i  Cel.  yy. 


189  JULY  7 


S.  FRANCIS  RESCUES  A  SHEEP  {continued) 

[AT  rHEN  Francis  and  his  companion  had 
V  V  been  received  by  the  Bishop  of  Osimo], 
the  Bishop  wondered  both  at  the  sheep  which 
the  man  of  God  was  leading  and  at  the  affection 
wherewith  he  was  moved  toward  her.  But  after 
Christ's  servant  had  unfolded  to  him  at  some 
length  the  parable  of  the  sheep,  the  Bishop, 
pricked  at  the  heart,  gave  thanks  to  God  for  the 
purity  of  the  man  of  God.  Next  day,  on  leaving 
the  city,  Francis  considered  what  he  should  do 
with  the  sheep,  and  on  the  advice  of  his  com- 
panion he  handed  it  over  to  a  monastery  of  the 
handmaids  of  Christ  at  S.  Severino  to  be  taken 
care  of.  The  venerable  handmaids  of  Christ 
received  the  sheep  with  joy  as  a  great  gift  be- 
stowed on  them  by  God,  and  they  kept  it  care- 
fully for  a  long  time,  and  wove  of  the  wool  a 
tunic,  which  they  sent  to  Francis  at  S.  Maria  de 
Portiuncula  on  the  occasion  of  a  Chapter  of  the 
Order.  The  holy  man  of  God  received  it  with 
great  gladness,  and  kissed  it  again  and  again, 
inviting  all  the  bystanders  to  share  his  joy. — 
I  Cel.  yS, 


JULY  8  tgO 


THE  APPARITION  OF  THE  THREE  POOR 
WOMEN 

WHEN  Francis,  Christ's  poor  man,  was 
hastening  from  Rieti  to  Siena  for  the 
cure  of  his  eyes,  he  passed  over  a  plain  near 
Rocca  di  CampigHo,  accompanied  by  a  certain 
physician  who  was  attached  to  the  Order.  And 
lo  !  three  poor  women  appeared  by  the  wayside 
as  S.  Francis  was  passing.  They  were  so  much 
aUke  in  stature,  age,  and  countenance  that  you 
might  suppose  that  threefold  matter  had  been 
perfected  by  one  form.  And  as  S.  Francis  came 
up  they  reverently  bowed  their  heads  and  ex- 
tolled him  by  a  new  greeting,  saying  :  '  Welcome, 
Lady  Poverty  !'  Forthwith  the  Saint  was  filled 
with  joy  unspeakable,  for  there  was  nothing  in 
him  that  he  would  so  gladly  have  men  salute  as 
that  which  those  women  had  fixed  on.  And 
first,  thinking  that  they  really  were  poor  women, 
he  turned  to  the  doctor  who  accompanied  him, 
and  said  :  '  I  pray  thee,  for  God's  sake,  give,  so 
that  I  may  give  something  to  these  poor  women.' 
The  doctor  quickly  took  out  money,  and  leaping 
from  his  horse,  gave  some  coins  to  each  one.  So 
they  went  on  a  little  further  on  their  way,  and 
then  the  brethren  and  the  doctor  looked  round, 
and  saw  that  all  the  plain  was  void  of  women. 
Greatly  amazed,  they  reckoned  the  occurrence 
among  the  wonders  of  God,  knowing  that  those 
were  not  women  who  had  flown  away  more 
swiftly  than  birds. — 2  Cel.  93. 


191  JULY  9 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  STATE  OF  A  LESSER 
BROTHER 

S  FRANCIS  once  said  to  his  companion  :  *  I 
•  should  not  seem  to  myself  a  Lesser  Brother 
unless  I  were  in  the  state  which  I  will  describe 
to  thee.  Suppose,  being  set  over  the  brethren, 
I  go  to  the  Chapter,  and  they,  being  assembled, 
ask  me  to  announce  to  them  the  word  of  God, 
and  I  get  up  and  preach  as  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
have  taught  me,  and  at  the  end  they  say  to  me  : 
"  We  will  not  have  thee  to  reign  over  us,  for 
thou  art  unlettered,  uneloquent,  homely,  and 
simple,"  and  finally  I  am  expelled  with  obloquy, 
and  despised  by  them  all.  I  tell  thee  that  I 
should  not  seem  to  myself  a  Lesser  Brother  unless 
I  rejoiced  when  they  reviled  me  and  ignominiously 
cast  me  out,  just  as  much  as  when  they  paid  me 
respect  and  honour^  their  own  profit  and  ad- 
vantage being  equal  in  either  case.  For  if  I 
rejoice  over  their  profit  and  devotion  when  they 
exalt  and  honour  me^  wherein,  however,  there 
may  be  danger  to  my  own  soul,  much  more  ought 
I  to  be  glad  and  rejoice  over  the  profit  and  health 
of  my  own  soul  when  they  blame  me,  for  herein 
the  soul's  gain  is  certain.' — S.  P.  64  ;  Bonaven- 
tura  vi.  5  ;  2  Cel.  145. 


JULY  10  192 


S.  FRANCIS'  LIBERALITY 

ONCE}  when  S.  Francis  was  going  through  a 
certain  province  preachings  two  French 
brethren  met  him  ;  and  they^  having  received 
great  comfort  from  him,  finally  asked  him  for 
his  tunic,  for  the  love  of  God.  As  soon  as  he 
heard  the  words  '  the  love  of  God,'  he  instantly 
put  off  his  tunic  and  gave  it  to  them,  himself 
remaining  naked  for  some  while.  (For  whenever 
the  love  of  God  was  mentioned  to  him,  he  never 
refused  to  give  to  anyone  his  cord,  or  his  tunic, 
or  anything  else  that  was  asked  for  ;  indeed,  it 
used  to  displease  him  greatly,  and  he  would  often 
rebuke  the  brethren  when  he  heard  them  on  any 
account  name  the  love  of  God  unprofitably.  For 
he  used  to  say  :  *  The  love  of  God  is  a  thing  so 
high  and  precious  that  it  ought  not  to  be  named 
except  rarely,  and  in  great  necessity,  and  with 
great  reverence.')  But  one  of  those  brethren 
took  off  his  tunic  and  gave  it  in  like  manner  to 
him. 

Whenever  he  gave  his  tunic  or  a  part  of  it  to 
anyone  1  he  suffered  great  want  and  discomfort, 
because  he  could  not  at  once  get  another  tunic, 
particularly  as  he  always  wished  to  have  a  poor 
tunic  made  up  of  patches,  sometimes  both  inside 
and  out  ;  indeed,  he  never,  or  very  seldom,  would 
wear  a  tunic  of  new  cloth,  but  would  get  from  a 
brother  a  tunic  the  latter  had  been  wearing  for 
some  time. — S.  P.  34. 

193  N  JULY    II 


S.  FRANCIS^  STRIPS  THE  VIRGIN'S  ALTAR 
TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  BRETHREN 

ONCE,  when  brother  Peter  dei  Cattani 
(S.  Francis'  vicar)  saw  that  S.  Maria 
de  Portiuncula  was  crowded  by  brethren  from 
distant  partsj  and  that  the  alms  were  not  enough 
to  provide  them  with  necessaries,  he  said  to 
S.  Francis  i  '  I  know  not,  brother,  what  I  am  to 
do,  for  I  have  not  wherewith  to  provide  suffi- 
ciently for  the  crowd  of  brethren  coming  together 
from  every  quarter.  I  pray  thee  to  allow  some- 
what of  the  property  of  novices  entering  the  Order 
to  be  reserved,  so  that  recourse  may  be  had  to  it 
in  time  of  need.'  The  holy  man  answered  : 
*  Away  with  such  piety  as  that  of  acting  impiously 
against  the  Rule  for  the  sake  of  anyone  whom- 
soever !'  '  What  am  I  to  do,  then  ?'  said  the 
other.  '  Strip  the  Virgin's  altar,'  replied  Francis, 
'  and  take  away  its  various  ornaments,  since  thou 
canst  not  help  the  needy  in  any  other  way. 
Believe  me,  she  will  be  better  pleased  to  have 
her  Son's  Gospel  observed  and  her  altar  stript, 
than  to  have  the  altar  vested  and  her  Son  des- 
pised. The  Lord  will  send  someone  to  restore 
to  His  Mother  the  ornaments  which  He  has  lent 
us.' — 2  Cel.  67. 


JULY  12  194 


S.  FRANCIS'  UNION  WITH  JESUS 

S  FRANCIS  was  ever  on  the  Cross,  shrinking 
•  from  no  toil  and  pain  if  only  he  might 
accomplish  God's  will  in  himself  and  concerning 
himself.  The  brethren,  moreover,  who  lived  with 
him  knew  how  continually  every  day  his  talk 
was  of  Jesus ;  how  sweet  and  tender,  how  benign 
and  full  of  love,  his  conversation  ever  was.  Out 
of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  his  mouth  spoke » 
and  the  spring  of  enlightened  love  which  filled 
him  inwardly  through  and  through  bubbled  forth 
outwardly.  Verily,  he  was  much  with  Jesus  ; 
ever  did  he  bear  Jesus  in  his  heart,  Jesus  in  his 
mouthi  Jesus  in  his  earsj  Jesus  in  his  eyes,  Jesus 
in  his  hands  J  Jesus  in  his  other  members.  Oh, 
how  often,  when  sitting  at  table,  if  he  heard  or 
named  or  thought  of  Jesus,  did  he  forget  the 
bodily  food,  even  as  we  read  concerning  the 
Saint  :"  *  Seeing,  he  saw  not  ;  and  hearing,  heard 
not.'  Nay  more,  many  a  time,  as  he  was  walk- 
ing on,  meditating  and  singing  of  Jesus,  did  he 
forget  whither  he  was  going,  and  invite  all  the 
elements  to  praise  Jesus. — i  CeL  115. 


195  N  2  JULY  13 


S.  FRANCIS  PREACHES  BEFORE  THE 
BISHOP  OF  TERNI 

IN  the  city  of  Terni  S.  Francis  preached  to 
the  people  in  the  presence  of  the  Bishop  a 
sermon  which  seemed  to  the  prelate  of  such 
eloquence,  such  learning,  and  such  insight  into 
the  mysteries  [of  God]  that  after  the  humble 
preacher  had  come  down  from  the  pulpit  the 
Bishop  rose  and  said  to  the  people  :  '  Give  no 
scanty  praise  to  the  Lord,  who  by  the  mouth  of 
a  despised  poor  man  has  taught  you  so  many 
good  things,  has  revealed  His  mysteries,  and  has 
set  before  you  the  reward  of  virtue,  and  declared 
the  punishments  appointed  for  sins.  Take  heed 
to  yourselves  that  ye  sin  not  i  the  Lord  Himself 
has  shown  you  to-day  by  this  poor  man  what 
you  ought  to  do  and  to  avoid.'  Then  the  blessed 
father  fell  at  the  Bishop's  feet,  and  said  r  *  I  tell 
you  in  truth j  my  Lord  Bishop,  that  no  one  has 
ever  paid  me  such  honour  as  thou  hast  done 
to-day  :  some  proclaim  me  holy,  some  proclaim 
me  blessed  in  doing  the  works  of  God,  ascribing 
honour  and  glory  to  me,  not  to  God  ;  but  thou, 
in  thy  wisdom,  hast  done  me  true  honour  to-day 
in  ascribing  to  God  praise  and  honour,  for  they 
are  His.  Thou  hast  separated  the  precious  from 
the  worthless  in  appropriating  to  God  wisdom 
and  virtue,  but  to  me  ignorance  and  worthless- 
ness.' — Opusc.  344. 

JULY    14  196 


S.  FRANCIS  ON  PREACHING 

I  WOULD  have  the  ministers  of  the  word  of 
God  not  to  be  hindered  by  any  other 
duties  from  applying  themselves  to  spiritual 
efforts,  for  they  have  been  chosen  by  that  great 
King  to  announce  to  the  peoples  the  decrees 
which  proceed  out  of  His  mouth.  The  preacher, 
therefore,  ought  first  to  draw  in  by  secret  prayer 
what  he  is  afterwards  to  show  forth  by  his  sacred 
discourses  ;  he  must  grow  hot  within  before  he 
utters  his  words  outwardly.  Assuredly  this 
office  is  to  be  reverenced,  and  those  who  minister 
in  it  are  to  be  reverenced  by  all.  These  are  the 
life  of  the  body,  the  assailers  of  devils,  the  lantern 
of  the  world.  Those  preachers  are  to  be  praised 
who  at  the  right  season  are  wise  for  themselves, 
and  taste  for  themselves  ;  but  those  divide  [their 
time]  badly  who  spend  all  of  it  on  preaching  and 
none  on  devotion.  Others,  again,  are  to  be 
pitied  who  often  barter  what  they  do  for  the 
oil  of  empty  praise.  The  office  of  preaching  is 
more  acceptable  to  the  Father  of  mercies  than 
any  sacrifice,  especially  if  it  be  discharged  with 
zeal  for  charity,  so  that  the  preacher  may  toil 
in  it  more  by  his  example  than  by  his  words, 
more  by  tearful  prayer  than  by  wordy  discourse. 
— Opusc.  262. 


197  JULY  15 


SOME  SAYINGS  OF  BROTHER  GILES 

NOT  only  did  brother  Giles  shun  idleness  in 
himselfj  but  he  sternly  rebuked  it  in 
others.  And  so  when  he  saw  that  many  liked 
to  preach  things  that  they  avoided  in  practice 
he  would  say :  '  If  thou  doest  the  good  thou 
understandest,  thou  shalt  enter  into  the  good 
thou  understandest  not.  Deeds  are  farther  from 
words  than  heaven  from  earth.  If  one  let  thee 
go  into  his  vineyard  to  gather  the  grapes,  would 
he  forbid  thee  the  leaves  ?  It  is  ten  thousand 
times  better  for  a  man  to  teach  himself  than  to 
teach  the  whole  world.  If  thou  wouldst  know 
much,  work  much  and  bow  thy  head  much.  A 
noble  preacher  is  Lady  Humility.  .  .  .'  And  he 
would  say  with  a  sigh  :  '  A  bleating  sheep  is  very 
different  from  a  browsing  one  ' — i.e.,  a  preacher 
from  a  worker.  A  brother  once  wanted  to  preach 
in  the  piazza  of  Perugia.  Brother  Giles  advised 
him  to  say  in  his  sermon,  '  Boo,  boo  ;  much  I 
talk,  but  little  I  do.'— An.  Fr.  iii.  85. 


JULY    16  198 


ANGELS  IN  THE  KITCHEN 

S  FRANCIS  received  into  the  Order  a  certain 
•  knight  named  Benvenuto,  who,  out  of 
humiHty,  desired  always  to  serve  the  brethren 
in  the  kitchen.  One  Saturday  a  certain  burgher 
in  the  province  of  Sicily,  desiring  to  offer  some 
refreshment  to  the  brethren,  sent  to  their  dwelling 
in  good  time  all  that  was  necessary.  Brother 
Benvenuto,  before  preparing  the  foodj  first 
heard  the  Mass  of  the  day  with  great  devotion. 
When  this  was  overj  and  the  brethren  were 
solemnly  beginning  the  Mass  of  Our  Lady,  he, 
for  the  sweetness  of  it,  fell  into  an  ecstasy,  and 
so  remained  till  the  end,  entirely  forgetful  of  his 
duties  in  the  kitchen.  When  he  came  to  himself 
again,  fearing  to  be  put  to  confusion,  he  hastened 
to  the  kitchen,  and  as  he  drew  near  he  heard  the 
sound  of  many  who  were  busy  there.  Wondering 
at  this  (for  the  kitchen  was  shut),  he  opened  the 
door  and  found  no  one  within,  but  everything 
prepared  as  he  wished.  And  he  held  of  a  surety 
that,  by  reason  of  the  said  Mass,  the  food  had 
been  prepared  by  the  ministry  of  angels. — 
An.  Fr.  iii.  189. 


199  JULY  17 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  PHEASANT 

ONCE,  when  S.  Francis  was  ill,  a  Sienese 
nobleman  sent  him  a  pheasant.  S.  Francis 
received  it  joyfully,  not  because  he  desired  to 
eat  it,  but  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  always 
wont  to  rejoice  in  such  creatures  for  love  of  the 
Creator  ;  and  he  said  to  the  pheasant  :  '  Praised 
be  our  Creator,  brother  pheasant !'  and,  turning 
to  the  brethren,  '  Let  us  try  now  whether  brother 
pheasant  will  stay  with  us  or  go  to  his  usual 
haunts.'  So  one  of  the  brethren  carried  the 
pheasant  far  off  to  the  vineyard,  but  the  bird 
hastened  back  to  the  father's  cell.  Again 
S.  Francis  ordered  it  to  be  taken  farther  away, 
but  it  again  returned  as  fast  as  possible  to  the 
cell  door,  and  came  in,  almost  forcing  its  way 
under  the  tunics  of  the  brethren  who  were  at 
the  door.  So  S.  Francis  ordered  the  pheasant 
to  be  carefully  fed,  embracing  it  and  caressing 
it  with  sweet  words.  [A  physician  devoted  to 
S.  Francis  offered  to  feed  the  pheasant,  and  took 
it  home  with  him  ;  but  the  pheasant  refused  to 
eat.  The  physician  brought  it  back],  and  as 
soon  as  it  was  put  down  on  the  ground  and  saw 
its  father  Francis,  it  began  to  feed  joyfully. — 
2  Cel.  170. 


JULY  18  200 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  TENCH 

THE  same  feeling  of  pity  [by  which  Francis 
was  moved  toward  other  creatures]  he  also 
had  towards  fish,  which,  whenever  he  had  the 
opportunity,  he  used  to  throw  back  into  the 
water  when  they  were  taken  alive,  bidding  them 
beware  of  being  caught  a  second  time.  Once, 
when  Francis  was  sitting  in  a  boat  near  a  port 
on  the  lake  of  Rieti,  a  fisherman  caught  a  big 
fish  called  a  tench,  and  respectfully  offered  it 
to  him.  He  took  it  up  joyfully  and  kindly, 
began  to  call  it  by  the  name  of  brother,  and  then 
put  it  back  out  of  the  boat  into  the  water.  Then 
he  began  devoutly  to  bless  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  while  he  continued  thus  for  some  time  in 
prayer,  the  said  fish  played  about  in  the  water 
close  to  the  boat,  and  did  not  leave  the  place 
where  Francis  had  put  him,  until,  having  finished 
his  prayer,  the  holy  man  of  God  gave  him  leave 
to  depart. — i  CeL  60,  61. 


201  JULY    19 


ON  THE  STUDY  OF  HOLY  SCRIPTURE 

WHEN  some  of  the  brethren  asked  Francis 
whether  it  were  his  pleasure  that  men 
of  learning  already  received  into  the  Order  should 
apply  themselves  to  the  study  of  Holy  Scripture ^ 
he  replied  :  '  It  pleases  me  well,  provided,  how- 
ever,  that,  according  to  Christ's  example,  of  whom 
it  is  written  that  He  prayed  more  than  He  read, 
they  omit  not  the  study  of  prayer.  Nor  let 
them  study  merely  in  order  to  know  how  they 
ought  to  speak,  but  in  order  that  they  may  do 
the  things  they  have  heard,  and  when  they  have 
done  them  set  them  before  others  to  do.  I 
wish,'  said  he,  '  my  brethren  to  be  disciples  of 
the  Gospel,  and  so  to  profit  in  knowledge  of  the 
truth  that  they  may  grow  in  the  purity  of  sim- 
plicity, and  not  divide  the  simplicity  of  the 
dove  from  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent,  which  our 
most  excellent  Master  has  by  His  blessed  mouth 
joined  together.' — Bonaventura  xi.  i. 


JULY  20  202 


BROTHER  GILES'  RESPECT  FOR  THE  MONKS 
OF  S.  SISTO 

BROTHER  GILES  once  went  to  the  fountain 
of  S.  Sisto  at  Rome  to  draw  water  for  the 
monks  there.  A  man  asked  him  for  a  drink. 
Brother  Giles  answered  :  '  How  can  I  take  the 
water-pot  to  the  monks  after  some  of  the  water 
has  been  drunk  ?'  On  this  the  man  was  angry, 
and  railed  on  brother  Giles  with  many  abusive 
words.  Brother  Giles  went  back  to  the  monks 
in  great  distress.  Then  he  got  a  large  vesselj 
returned  to  the  fountain  for  water,  and  found  the 
man  still  there.  *  My  friend,'  said  he,  '  take 
and  drink  as  much  as  thy  soul  longs  for  :  do  not 
be  angry  ;  for  it  seemed  to  me  discourteous  to 
take  to  those  holy  monks  water  from  which  one 
had  drunk.'  The  man,  filled  with  compunction, 
and  constrained  by  brother  Giles'  charity  and 
humility,  acknowledged  his  fault,  and  thenceforth 
held  him  in  great  devotion. — FioreUi  229. 


203  JULY   21 


S.  FRANCIS  PREACHES  TO  THE  BIRDS 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  journeying  through 
the  valley  of  Spoleto,  he  came  to  a  spot 
near  Bevagna  where  a  great  number  of  birds  of 
different  sorts  were  gathered  together.  On  seeing 
this,  S.  Francis  left  his  companions  and  ran 
eagerly  towards  the  birds.  When  he  was  come 
close  to  them,  and  saw  that  they  were  awaiting 
him,  he  gave  them  his  accustomed  greeting. 
But,  not  a  little  surprised  that  they  did  not  fly 
away,  as  they  are  wont  to  do^  he  was  filled  with 
joy,  and  humbly  begged  them  to  hear  the  word 
of  God,  and  after  saying  many  things  to  them, 
he  added  :  '  My  brother  birds,  much  ought  ye 
to  praise  your  Creator,  and  ever  to  love  him,  who 
has  given  you  feathers  for  clothing,  wings  for 
flight,  and  all  that  ye  had  need  of.  God  has 
made  you  noble  among  His  creatures,  for  He 
has  given  you  a  habitation  in  the  purity  of  the 
air,  and,  whereas  ye  neither  sow  nor  reap,  He 
Himself  doth  still  protect  and  govern  you  without 
any  care  of  your  own.'  On  this  (as  he  used  to 
say  himself)  those  little  birds,  rejoicing  in  won- 
drous fashion,  after  their  nature,  began  to 
stretch  out  their  necks,  to  spread  their  wings, 
to  open  their  beaksi  and  to  gaze  on  him.  And 
then  he  went  to  and  fro  amidst  them^  touching 
their  heads  and  bodies  with  his  tunic.  At  length 
he  blessed  them,  and,  having  made  the  sign  of 
the  cross,  gave  them  leave  to  fly  away. — i  Cel.  58. 

JULY  22  204 


S.  FRANCIS'  REVERENCE  FOR  WRITINGS 

WHEREVER  S.  Francis  found  any  writing, 
Divine  or  human,  whether  by  the  way, 
in  a  house,  or  on  the  floor,  he  picked  it  up  most 
reverently  and  placed  it  in  some  sacred  or  decent 
place,  in  case  the  name  of  the  Lord  or  anything 
pertaining  thereto  should  have  been  written  on 
it.  And  one  day,  when  one  of  the  brethren  asked 
him  why  he  so  diligently  picked  up  even  writings 
of  pagans,  and  writings  in  which  the  name  of  the 
Lord  was  not  traced,  he  gave  this  answer  t  *  My 
son,  it  is  because  the  letters  are  there  whereof 
the  most  glorious  name  of  the  Lord  God  is  com- 
posed. The  good,  moreover,  that  is  in  the  writing 
belongs  not  to  the  pagans  nor  to  any  men, 
but  to  God  alone,  of  whom  is  all  good.'  Andj 
what  is  not  less  to  be  wondered  at,  when  he 
caused  anything  to  be  written  in  the  way  of 
greeting  or  admonition,  he  would  not  suffer  a 
single  letter  or  syllable  to  be  cancelled,  even 
though  (as  often  happened)  it  were  superfluous 
or  misplaced. — i  Cel,  82. 


205  JULY   23 


S.  FRANCIS'  STRICTNESS  IN  SAYING  THE 
HOURS 

S  FRANCIS  used  to  say  the  Canonical  Hours 
•  with  no  less  reverence  than  devotion.  For^ 
though  suffering  from  disease  of  the  eyes,  stomach, 
spleen,  and  liver,  he  would  never,  when  reciting 
the  Psalms,  lean  against  a  wall  or  door-post,  but 
always  said  the  Hours  upright  and  bareheaded, 
without  letting  his  eyes  wander,  and  without 
interruption.  When  going  on  foot  through  the 
world  he  always  stood  still  to  say  the  Hours  ; 
and  when,  on  account  of  infirmity,  he  was  riding, 
he  dismounted.  One  day,  when  he  was  returning 
from  Rome  J  it  was  raining  heavily »  and  though 
he  was  already  wet  through,  he  got  down  from 
his  horse  when  he  would  say  the  Hours,  and 
recited  the  office  standing  in  the  road  amid  the 
continued  rain,  with  as  much  fervour  of  devotion 
as  if  he  had  been  in  church  or  in  his  cell.  And 
[then]  he  said  to  his  companion  :  '  If  the  body 
desires  to  eat  its  food  in  peace  and  quietness, 
which  food  together  with  itself  will  become 
meat  for  worms,  with  what  quietness  and  peace, 
with  what  reverence  and  devotion,  ought  the 
soul  to  take  its  food,  which  is  God  Himself  ?' — 
5.  P.  94  ;  2  Cel.  96. 


JULY  24 


206 


S.  FRANCIS  AT  TABLE  WITH  THE  CARDINAL 
OF  OSTIA 

ONCE,  when  S.  Francis  was  visiting  the 
Cardinal  of  Ostia,  he  went  out,  as  if  by 
stealthj  at  the  dinner-hour  to  beg  alms  from 
door  to  door,  and  when  he  came  back  the  Cardinal 
had  already  gone  in  to  table  with  many  knights 
and  nobles.  S.  Francis  came  up  and  put  on  the 
table  before  the  Cardinal  the  scraps  of  black 
bread  that  he  had  gathered  as  alms,  and  took  his 
place  beside  him,  for  the  Cardinal  desired  that 
S.  Francis  should  always  sit  by  him.  The  Car- 
dinal felt  a  little  ashamed  on  seeing  what 
S.  Francis  had  done,  especially  on  account  of 
the  newly-invited  guests.  After  he  had  eaten 
a  little,  S.  Francis  took  of  his  alms  and  sent  a 
little  to  each  of  the  Cardinals,  knights^  and 
chaplains  on  behalf  of  the  Lord  God.  They  all 
received  the  alms  with  great  devotion,  some 
eating  the  food,  others  putting  it  by  out  of 
reverence.  After  dinner  the  Cardinal  took 
S.  Francis  into  his  chamber,  embraced  him,  and 
said  ;  '  My  brother,  why  hast  thou  put  me  to 
shame  in  the  house  which  is  thine  and  thy 
brethren's  by  going  for  alms  V  'I  have  rather 
shown  you  honour,'  S.  Francis  replied,  '  for  God 
is  well  pleased  with  poverty  and  with  that 
especially  which  is  voluntary  begging.' — 2  Cel.  73  ; 
5.  P.  23. 

207  JULY   25 


S.  FRANCIS'  SCRUPULOUS  AVOIDANCE  OF 
HYPOCRISY 

S  FRANCIS'  study  was  to  crush  vainglory  in 
•  the  seed,  and  not  to  suffer  that  which  might 
offend  the  eyes  of  his  God  to  exist  even  for  a 
moment.  For  oftentimes  when  he  was  being 
extolled  by  the  acclamations  of  many,  he  would 
grieve  and  groan  over  it,  immediately  becoming 
sad.  Once,  in  winter,  his  only  covering  being  a 
single  tunic  patched  with  very  common  stuff, 
his  companion  procured  a  fox's  skin  and  brought 
it  to  him,  saying  :  '  Father,  thou  art  suffering 
from  infirmity  of  the  spleen  and  stomach  ;  I 
pray  thee  of  thy  charity  in  the  Lord  to  allow 
this  skin  to  be  sewn  underneath  thy  tunic,  or, 
if  not  the  whole,  at  least  a  little  of  it  over  thy 
spleen  and  stomach.'  S.  Francis  replied :  '  If 
thou  dost  wish  me  to  have  this  done  inside  my 
tunic,  let  a  piece  of  the  skin  of  the  same  size  be 
sewn  on  over  the  tunic  outside,  that  all  may 
thereby  know  that  I  am  wearing  a  fox's  skin 
inside  also.'  And  so  his  companion  had  the  skin 
arranged  for  him  ;  but  he  did  not  wear  it  long, 
though  it  was  very  needful  for  him. — 2  Cel.  130  ; 
S.  P.  62. 


JULY   26  208 


S.  FRANCIS  RESCUES  TWO  LAMBS 

S  FRANCIS  once  met  a  man  carrying  two 
•  lambs,  bound  and  hanging  over  his  shoulders, 
which  he  was  taking  to  market  to  sell.  When 
Francis  heard  them  bleating,  he  was  moved  with 
compassion,  and  came  near  and  touched  them, 
showing  pity  for  them  like  a  mother  towards  her 
crying  child.  And  he  said  to  the  man  :  '  Why 
dost  thou  thus  torment  my  brother  lambs  by 
carrying  them  bound  and  hanging  thus  ?'  The 
man  answered  :  '  I  am  taking  them  to  market 
to  sell,  for  I  must  get  a  price  for  them.'  '  What 
will  become  of  them  afterwards  ?'  said  the  holy 
man.  '  The  buyers  will  kill  and  eat  them.' 
'  God  forbid,'  said  Francis.  '  This  must  not  be  ; 
but  take  the  cloak  I  am  wearing  for  their  price, 
and  give  the  lambs  to  me.'  The  man  gladly 
gave  him  the  lambs  and  took  the  cloak,  for  it 
was  of  much  greater  value.  (Francis  had  bor- 
rowed it  that  day  from  a  faithful  man,  to  keep 
off  the  cold.)  After  consulting  with  his  com- 
panion as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  the 
lambs,  Francis  gave  them  back  to  the  man, 
charging  him  never  to  sell  them  or  do  them  hurt, 
but  to  keep  them,  feed  them,  and  take  good  care 
of  them. — I  Cel.  79. 


209  o  JULY  27 


S.  FRANCIS  ENCOURAGES  A  TEMPTED 
BROTHER 

ONCE,  when  one  of  the  brethren  was  sitting 
alone  with  S.  Francis,  he  said  to  him  : 
'  Pray  for  me,  kind  father,  for  I  believe  I  shall 
be  forthwith  delivered  from  my  temptations  if 
thou  deign  to  pray  for  me.  For  I  am  afflicted 
above  my  strength,  and  I  know  that  this  is  not 
hidden  from  thee.'  S.  Francis  replied :  '  Be- 
lieve me,  son,  for  I  believe  thee  to  be  all  the 
more  a  servant  of  God  on  this  very  account  ; 
and  know  that  the  more  thou  art  tempted  the 
dearer  thou  art  to  me.'     And  he  added  :  '  Verily, 

1  say  unto  thee  that  no  one  should  deem  himself 
a  servant  of  God  until  he  has  passed  through 
temptations  and  tribulations.  Temptation  con- 
quered is  in  some  sort  the  ring  whereby  the  Lord 
espouses  to  Himself  the  soul  of  His  servant.' — 

2  Cel  ii8. 


JULY  28  210 


S.  FRANCIS  PERSUADES  A  MAN  TO  FORGIVE 
HIS  ENEMY 

AT  Colle,  in  the  territory  of  Perugia,*  S.  Francis 
once  found  a  poor  man  whom  he  had 
known  in  former  days  in  the  world,  and  said  to 
him  :  '  Brother,  how  art  thou  ?'  But  the  other 
began  angrily  to  heap  curses  on  his  lord,  who 
had  taken  away  all  his  goods,  saying  :  '  Thanks 
to  my  lord,  whom  the  Lord  Almighty  curse,  I  am 
but  in  a  bad  way.'  S.  Francis,  pitying  him  in 
soul  more  than  in  body,  because  he  was  persisting 
in  mortal  hatred,  said  to  him  :  '  Brother^  forgive 
thy  lord  for  the  love  of  God,  that  thou  mayest 
deliver  thy  soul>  and  it  may  be  that  he  will 
restore  what  he  has  taken  from  thee.  Otherwise, 
having  lost  thy  property,  thou  wilt  lose  thy  soul 
as  well.'  '  I  cannot  forgive  him  entirely/  said 
the  man,  '  unless  he  first  restore  what  he  has 
taken  away.'  Then  S.  Francis,  having  a  cloak 
on  his  back,  said  :  '  See,  I  give  thee  this  mantlcj 
and  I  entreat  thee  for  the  love  of  the  Lord  God 
to  forgive  thy  lord.'  Forthwith  the  man's  heart 
was  softened,  and,  moved  by  this  act  of  kindness, 
he  took  the  gift  and  forgave  the  wrongs  he  had 
suffered. — 2  Cel.  89. 


211  o  2  JULY  29 


THE    BISHOP   OF   ASSISI   PUNISHED   FOR 
DISTURBING  S.  FRANCIS  AT  PRAYER 

WHILE  S.  Francis  was  praying  one  day  at 
the  abode  of  Portiuncula,  the  Bishop  of 
Assisi  happened  to  come  to  pay  him  a  friendly  visit, 
as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing.  He  immediately 
entered  the  place >  went  without  ceremony  to  the 
cell,  not  having  been  summoned,  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  was  about  to  go  in.  And  behold,  as  he 
was  putting  his  head  inside,  and  perceived  the 
holy  man  at  prayer,  forthwith  a  trembling  seized 
him,  his  limbs  stiffened,  and  he  became  speechless. 
Suddenly,  by  the  will  of  God,  he  was  forcibly 
driven  out,  and  led  away  backwards  for  some 
distance.  .  .  .  The  Bishop,  abashed,  returned 
to  the  brethren,  and  on  opening  his  mouth  to 
confess  his  fault  he  recovered  his  speech. — 
2  Cel.  100. 


JULY   30  212 


BROTHER  GILES  ADVISES  A  MAN  TO  KILL 
HIS  RELATIONS 

A  MAN  came  to  brother  Giles,  and  told  him 
that  he  desired  by  all  means  to  enter  the 
Order.  Brother  Giles  listened  to  him,  and  said 
at  last  :  '  If  thou  wilt  do  thiSj  make  haste  and  kill 
thy  parents,  thy  brothers,  and  thy  cousins.'  He 
was  confounded  at  these  words,  and,  clasping  his 
hands,  said  with  tears  :  *  O  brother  Giles,  how 
could  I  commit  so  horrid  a  crime  ?'  *  What  a 
blockhead  thou  art  !'  said  brother  Giles.  'Is  it 
possible  thou  canst  be  such  a  simpleton  ?  I  mean 
not  that  thou  shouldst  kill  them  with  the  material 
sword,  but  with  the  mental,  for  "  he  who  hateth 
not  father  and  mother  cannot  be  Christ's 
disciple."  ' — An.  Ft.  iii.  92. 


213  JULY  31 


HOW  S.  FRANCIS  GOT  THE  BISHOP  OF 
IMOLA'S  LICENSE  TO  PREACH 

ONCE,  when  S.  Francis  came  to  Imola,  a  city 
of  Romagna,  he  presented  himself  before 
the  Bishop  of  the  place  to  ask  him  for  license  to 
preach.  The  Bishop  said  :  '  Brother,  it  is  enough 
for  me  to  preach  to  my  people.'  S.  Francis 
bowed  his  head  and  humbly  went  out ;  but  after 
a  short  time  he  came  back  again.  The  Bishop 
said  :  '  What  dost  thou  want,  brother  ?  What 
art  thou  seeking  for  now  ?'  And  Francis  replied  : 
'  My  lord,  when  a  father  has  driven  a  son  out  oi 
one  door  he  must  come  in  again  by  another.' 
The  Bishop,  conquered  by  this  humility,  embraced 
him  with  glad  looks,  and  said  :  '  Thou  and  all  thy 
brethren  may  for  the  future  take  my  general 
license  to  preach  in  my  diocese,  for  [thy]  holy 
humility  has  earned  this  privilege.' — 2  Cel.  147. 


AUGUST  I  214 


BROTHER  GILES'  ZEAL  FOR  WORK  AND 
PRAYER 

WHEN  brother  Giles  was  at  Rome]  he  used 
at  harvest -time  to  go  with  other  poor 
folk  through  the  fields  gleaning  the  ears  of  corn 
that  had  been  left ;  but  if  anyone  offered  him  a 
sheaf  of  corn  he  would  refuse  it,  saying  :  *  I  have 
no  barn  wherein  to  bestow  grain.'  But  even 
what  he  thus  gleaned  himself  he  gave  to  the 
needy. 

One  day  while  he  was  lodging  at  the  monastery 
of  the  Four  Saints  by  the  Lateran^  the  cellarer  of 
the  monks  was  looking  for  a  man  to  sift  flour  for 
him.  Hearing  this,  brother  Giles  offered  to  do 
the  work,  and  having  made  an  agreement,  he 
received  seven  loaves  for  the  measure  of  flour  he 
had  sifted.  The  cellarer  also  gave  him  a  certain 
number  of  loaves  for  carrying  water  and  helping  in 
the  bread-making.  But  he  rarely  bound  himself 
for  a  whole  day,  so  that  he  might  have  oppor- 
tunity for  prayer ;  and  if  ever  he  did  bind  himself 
for  the  whole  day,  he  always  stipulated  that  he 
might  have  time  to  say  his  Hours. — An.  Fr,  iii.  82. 


215  AUGUST  2 


THE   RIGHT   SPIRIT   IN   WHICH   TO   GO 
FOR   ALMS 

ONCE,  when  the  blessed  Francis  was  at 
S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula,  a  poor  man,  who 
was  full  of  the  Spirit,  was  coming  along  the  road 
on  his  way  back  from  gathering  alms  at  Assisi, 
praising  God  with  a  loud  voice  with  great  gladness. 
When  he  was  come  near  the  church  of  S.  Maria 
the  blessed  Francis  heard  him,  and  instantly  went 
out  with  the  utmost  fervour  and  joy  to  meet  him  ; 
then,  with  great  rejoicing,  he  kissed  the  man's 
shoulder  where  he  was  carrying  a  bag  containing 
the  alms.  Then  Francis  took  the  bag  off  the 
man's  shoulder,  put  it  on  his  own,  carried  it  into 
the  brethren's  dwelling,  and  said  to  the  brethren  ; 
'  This  is  the  way  I  want  my  brother  to  go  and 
come  back  with  alms,  gladj  rejoicing,  and 
praising  God.' — 5.  P.  25. 


AUGUST  3  216 


S.  FRANCIS  PUNISHES  A  BROTHER  FOR  A 
HARSH  JUDGMENT 

ONCE,  when  S.  Francis  had  gone  to  a  certain 
place  to  preach,  a  poor  infirm  man  came 
thither.  S.  Francis  felt  great  pity  for  him,  and 
began  to  speak  to  his  companion  about  the  man's 
poverty  and  infirmity.  His  companion  replied  : 
*  Brother,  the  man  truly  seems  to  be  very  poor, 
but  perhaps  in  all  the  province  there  is  no  one 
richer  in  will  than  he !'  S.  Francis  at  once 
rebuked  him  sharply,  and,  on  his  owning  his 
fault,  said  :  '  Wilt  thou  do  the  penance  for  this 
that  I  shall  bid  thee  ?'  '  WHlingly.'  '  Make 
haste,  then  ;  take  off  thy  tunic  ;  go  and  fall 
down  naked  at  the  poor  man's  feet  ;  proclaim 
thyself  guilty  ;  and  not  only  beg  his  pardon,  but 
ask  him  to  pray  for  thee.'  So  he  went  and  did 
all  that  S.  Francis  had  told  him.  Then  he  got 
up,  put  on  his  tunic,  and  came  back  to  S.  Francis, 
who  said  :  '  Wouldst  thou  know  how  thou  hast 
sinned  against  this  man,  or,  rather,  against 
Christ  ?  Whenever  thou  seest  a  poor  man,  thou 
oughtest  to  consider  Him  in  whose  name  he  comes 
— I  mean  Christ i  who  took  on  Him  our  poverty 
and  infirmity.  For  the  infirmity  and  poverty 
of  this  man  isj  as  it  were^  a  mirror  for  us,  wherein 
we  ought  with  pity  to  observe  and  consider  the 
infirmity  and  poverty  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' — 
5.  P.  37  ;  2  Cel.  85. 

217  AUGUST  4 


AGAINST  VAINGLORIOUS  PREACHERS 

THERE  are  many  brethren  who  make  it 
their  whole  study  and  care  to  acquire 
learning,  and  forsake  their  holy  calling  by 
wandering,  both  with  mind  and  body,  outside 
the  way  of  humility  and  holy  prayer.  These, 
when  they  have  preached  to  the  people  and  know 
that  some  have  been  edified  or  turned  to  re- 
pentance thereby,  are  puffed  up,  and  exalt 
themselves  concerning  that  which  is  the  work 
and  gain  of  others  ;  whereas  they  have  preached 
rather  to  their  own  condemnation  and  hurt, 
and  have  wrought  nothing  therein  according  to 
the  truth,  save  as  the  instruments  of  them 
through  whom  God  has  really  gotten  this  fruit. 
For  those  whom  they  believe  to  be  edified  and 
turned  to  repentance  through  their  own  learning 
and  preaching  the  Lord  is  edifying  and  turning 
by  the  prayers  and  tears  of  holy,  poor,  humble, 
and  simple  brethren,  though  these  holy  brethren 
are  for  the  most  part  unaware  of  it.  For  so  is 
the  will  of  God,  that  they  should  not  know  it,  that 
they  may  not  have  of  it  whereof  to  glory. — 
Opusc.  258. 


AUGUST  5  218 


SAYINGS  OF  BROTHER  GILES 

BROTHER  GILES  once  said  to  a  man  who 
seemed  much  puffed  up  by  his  learning  : 
*  If  all  the  earth  belonged  to  one  man,  and  he  did 
not  till  it,  what  profit  would  he  have  of  it  ? 
But  another  man  who  has  a  little  plot  of  the  earth 
and  tills  it  well  gets  crops  out  of  it  for  himself  and 
for  others.  Trust  not,  therefore,  in  thy  learn- 
ing, for  if  thou  hadst  all  learning,  but  wroughtest 
nothing,  it  were  of  no  avail  to  save  thee.'  Hear- 
ing once  the  owner  of  a  vineyard  near  his  convent 
chiding  his  labourers  (who  were  talking  a  great 
deal)  with  the  words,  '  Work  !  work  !  and  don't 
talk  !'  brother  Giles  came  out  of  his  cell,  crying 
in  fervour  of  spirit  :  '  Listen,  my  preaching 
brethren — ^listen  to  what  that  man  is  saying, 
"Work!  work!  and  don't  talk !" '— ^w.  Fr, 
iii.  86. 
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BROTHER  GILES  ADVISES  BROTHER  GRATIAN 
TO  HANG  HIMSELF 

BROTHER  GRATIAN,  who  was  almost  always 
speaking  of  God,  said  to  brother  Giles  r 
'  I  can  preach  to  others  and  advise  them,  and  I 
seem  to  know  what  I  ought  to  do  myself  ;  and, 
being  able  to  do  many  things,  I  cannot  tell  to 
what  work  I  ought  chiefly  to  devote  myself,  and 
by  what  work  I  ought  chiefly  to  please  God  ; 
advise  me,  therefore,  and  tell  me  what  thou 
thinkest.'  Brother  Giles  answered  :  '  There  is 
nothing  whereby  thou  wouldst  please  God  more 
than  by  hanging  thyself.'  After  brother  Gratian 
had  entreated  him  for  many  days  to  expound 
that  saying,  he  at  length  gave  the  following 
answer  ;  '  A  man  who  is  hanged  is  not  in  heaven, 
but  yet  he  is  raised  above  the  earth,  and  always 
looks  beneath  him  ;  do  thou  likewise.  Though 
thou  be  not  in  heaven,  still  mayest  thou  be 
raised  above  earthly  things,  and  in  virtuous 
actions  mayest  think  humbly  of  thyself  and 
await  God's  mercy.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  92. 
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S.  FRANCIS  COMFORTS  BROTHER  RICERIO 

A  CERTAIN  brother  named  Ricerio,  noble 
by  birthj  but  more  noble  by  character,  a 
lover  of  God  and  a  despiser  of  himself  [was  greatly 
distressed  by  the  thought  that  S.  Francis  did 
not  love  him,  for  he  considered]  that  if  S.  Francis 
loved  anyone  with  the  deepest  charity,  such  a 
one  would  also  be  worthy  to  deserve  God's  favour, 
but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  anyone  to  whom 
S.  Francis  did  not  show  himself  well  disposed 
and  benign  would  fall  under  the  wrath  of  the 
Judge  on  high.  .  .  .  And  one  day,  when  the 
blessed  father  was  praying  in  his  cell,  and 
Ricerio  was  come  to  that  place  distressed  by  his 
wonted  cogitation,  the  holy  man,  knowing  of 
his  arrival,  and  understanding  his  thoughts,  at 
once  sent  for  him  and  said  :  '  Let  no  temptation 
disturb  thee,  my  son  ;  let  no  cogitation  afflict 
thee,  for  thou  art  most  dear  to  me  ;  and  know 
that  among  those  specially  dear  to  me  thou  art 
worthy  of  my  affection  and  intimacy.  Come 
in  to  me  confidently  whenever  thou  wilt.'  Ricerio 
wondered  with  great  amazement,  and  thence- 
forth ...  as  he  grew  in  S.  Francis'  favour,  so  he 
began  to  have  a  larger  trust  in  God's  mercy. — 
I  Cel.  49. 
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OF  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  '  BROTHER  BODY ' 

BROTHER  BODY  must  be  provided  for  with 
discretion)  dearest  brethren,  that  the  tem- 
pest of  sloth  be  not  raised  by  him.  For  the 
servant  of  God  should  satisfy  his  body  with 
discretion  as  regards  food,  drink,  sleep,  and  its 
other  needs,  so  that  he  may  not  be  wearied  with 
watching  and  reverent  persistence  in  prayer, 
and  that  brother  body  may  not  be  able  to  grumble, 
saying  :  '  I  am  hungry  ;  I  cannot  bear  the  burden 
of  thy  exercise  ;  I  cannot  stand  upright  and  apply 
myself  to  prayer,  nor  rejoice  in  my  troubles,  nor 
do  other  good  things,  because  thou  satisfiest  not 
my  needs.'  But  if  the  servant  of  God  should 
satisfy  his  body  with  discretion  and  in  accordance 
with  virtue,  and  brother  body,  after  having  eaten 
enough  food,  should  then  grumble  and  be  negli- 
gent, lazy,  or  sleepy  in  prayers,  vigils,  and  other 
good  works,  let  him  know  that  a  lazy  animal 
wants  the  spur,  and  an  ass  that  will  not  go  re- 
quires the  goad  ;  and  then  let  him  chastise  him 
for  a  bad  and  lazy  beast  who  wants  to  eat  and 
not  to  earn  and  not  to  carry  the  load. — Opusc. 
246. 
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BROTHER  MASSEO'S  STRUGGLES  FOR  SELF- 
ABASEMENT 

['nr^HOUGH  brother  Masseo  was  naturally  of  a 
X  cheerful  countenance,  there  was  a  time 
when  he  was  very  sad.  The  brethren  asked  if  they 
had  caused  him  distress,  but  he  said] :  '  The  cause 
of  my  trouble  is  this.  Though  I  have  for  a  long 
time  been  trying  to  attain  to  such  humility  that 
I  should  deem  myself  viler  and  worse  than  other 
men,  my  reason  could  not  persuade  me  that  one 
who  disciplines  himself  day  and  night  by  fasting 
and  prayer  and  the  constant  practice  of  the 
virtues  is  not  a  better  man  than  one  who  utters 
idle  and  vicious  words  all  day  long,  says  the  office 
badly,  and  observes  neither  chastity,  poverty, 
nor  obedience.  And  my  mind  could  not  be  bent 
to  think  so  humbly  of  myself  as  that.  But  after 
much  prayer  and  toil  the  Lord  said  to  me  :  "  That 
for  which  thou  prayest  thou  canst  not  win  by 
thyself,  but  by  Me  this  grace  shall  be  given  thee." 
Now,  however,  I  am  sad  because  I  cannot  get  to 
the  point  of  feeling  that  if  anyone  cut  off  my 
hands  or  feet  or  plucked  my  eyes  out,  though  I 
had  served  him  to  the  best  of  my  power,  still  I 
could  love  him  as  much  as  I  did  before,  and  be 
equally  pleased  to  hear  him  well  spoken  of.' — 
An.  Fr.  iii.  120. 
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BROTHER  MASSEO'S  COUNSEL  AGAINST 
EVIL-SPEAKING 

AT  Cibottola  [near  Perugia]  there  was  a  certain 
steward  of  the  brethren  who  was  often 
murmuring  about  the  other  brethren,  and  teUing 
tales  of  the  bad  things  he  had  seen  them  do  or 
heard  reported  of  them.  Brother  Masseo  was 
distressed  at  this,  but,  out  of  reverence  for  the 
Warden,  said  nothing  to  the  man  for  some  time. 
At  last  he  took  him  aside,  and  said  to  him  :  *  My 
son,  I  pray  thee  ever  to  keep  before  thee  the 
good  deeds  of  good  men  and  of  the  Saints  ;  so 
from  bad  shalt  thou  become  good,  and  from  good 
thou  shalt  become  still  better.  But  if  thou  settest 
before  thine  eyes  the  deeds  of  bad  men,  thinking 
about  them  and  disclosing  them  to  others,  from 
good  thou  shalt  become  bad,  and  from  bad  thou 
shalt  become  still  worse.' — An.  Ft.  iii.  120. 
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BROTHER  GILES  ADVISES  A  LAYMAN  NOT 
TO  PRAY  BY  DEPUTY 

A  LAYMAN  asked  brother  Giles  to  pray  to 
God  for  him.  He  answered  :  '  Pray  for 
thyself  ;  why,  being  able  to  go,  dost  thou  stay 
behind  and  send  another  in  thy  plac^  ?'  '  What 
a  thing  to  say,  brother  Giles  !  I  am  a  sinner,  and 
far  removed  from  God,  but  you  are  a  friend  of 
God,  and  can  therefore  find  Him  quickly  on 
behalf  of  yourself  and  of  others.'  And  the  holy 
man  said  :  '  Dear  brother,  if  all  the  open  spaces 
in  Perugia  were  full  of  silver  and  gold,  and 
proclamation  were  made  through  the  city  that 
anyone  might  take  it,  wouldst  thou  send  a  mes- 
senger to  get  it  for  thee  ?'  '  Certainly  not,' 
replied  the  other,  '  on  the  contrary,  I  should  go 
myself  and  trust  to  no  other,  however  faithful.' 

*  Even  so  is  it  with  God,'  said   brother   Giles. 

*  The  whole  world  is  filled  with  Him,  all  can  find 
Him.  Go,  therefore,  thyself,  and  send  not 
another.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  107. 
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S.  ANTONY  AND  THE  TYRANT  EZZELINO 

S  ANTONY  of  Padua  often  preached  boldly 
•  against  the  cruelties  of  the  tyrant  Ezzelino 
of  Romano,  and  the  latter,  desiring  artfully  to 
prove  the  uprightness  and  inflexible  justice  of 
the  man  of  God,  sent  him  a  splendid  present  by 
the  hand  of  his  servants,  whom  he  charged,  say- 
ing :  '  Present  this  humbly  and  devoutly  to 
brother  Antony  from  me.  If  he  takes  it,  kill  him 
on  the  spot  ;  if  he  indignantly  refuses  it,  come 
back  and  do  him  no  harm.'  They  came  before 
him,  and  said  :  '  Thy  son  Ezzelino  commends 
him  to  thy  prayers,  and  begs  thee  to  accept  this 
little  present,  which  he  sends  out  of  devotion  to 
thee.'  But  S.  Antony,  with  great  indignation, 
rebuked  them,  and  refused  it  all,  saying  that  he 
would  receive  none  of  the  plunder  of  men,  that 
all  their  stuff  might  go  to  perdition,  and  that 
they  were  to  depart  at  once  lest  the  place  should 
be  defiled  with  their  presence.  When  they  had 
told  the  tyrant  all  that  had  happened,  he  said  : 
'  It  is  a  man  of  God,  let  him  alone  ;  he  may  say 
what  he  likes  in  future.' — An,  Fr.  iii.  139. 
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THE  BRETHREN  SHOULD  BEHAVE  AS 
MEMBERS  OF  A  FAMILY 

S  FRANCIS,  in  exhorting  all  his  followers  to 
•  charity,  encouraged  them  to  show  to  one 
another  the  kindness  and  friendliness  of  members 
of  a  family.  '  I  will,'  said  he,  '  that  my  brethren 
show  themselves  the  sons  of  the  same  mother, 
and  that  if  one  asks  another  for  a  tunic,  or  cord, 
or  anything  else,  that  other  should  give  it  liberally. 
Let  them  share  their  books  and  all  their  pleasant 
things ;  nay,  let  one  compel  another  to  take 
them.'  And  lest  in  this  matter  he  should  be 
speaking  of  anything  which  Christ  was  not  work- 
ing in  himself,  he  was  the  first  to  do  all  these 
things. — 2  Cel.  i8o. 


S.  FRANCIS  WILL  NOT  BE  A  THIEF 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  returning  from  Siena 
he  met  a  poor  man,  and  said  to  his 
companion  :  '  Brother,  we  must  give  this  cloak 
back  to  the  poor  man  to  whom  it  belongs,  for  we 
have  borrowed  it  until  we  should  happen  to 
meet  someone  poorer  than  ourselves.'  His  com- 
panion, bearing  in  mind  the  father's  necessity, 
persisted  in  opposing  him,  so  that  he  might  not 
provide  for  another  by  neglecting  himself.  But 
the  holy  man  said  :  '  I  will  not  be  a  thief  ;  it 
would  be  reckoned  to  us  as  theft  if  we  gave  not 
to  one  in  greater  need.'  So  the  other  said  no 
more,  and  Francis  handed  the  cloak  [to  the 
stranger]. — 2  Cel.  8y. 
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THE  MIRACLE  OF  THE  THREE  LILIES 

A  DOCTOR  of  Divinity  of  the  Order  of  the 
Preachers  had  for  many  years  suffered 
from  great  doubt  concerning  the  virginity  of  Mary, 
the  mother  of  Christ.  For  he  found  it  hard  to 
believe  that  the  Blessed  Mary  could  have  been 
mother  and  virgin  at  the  same  time.  Hearing 
that  brother  Giles  was  a  very  enlightened  man 
he  came  to  consult  him.  Now  brother  Giles, 
knowing  of  his  coming  and  his  purpose  by 
revelation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  went  to  meet  him, 
and  before  the  Preacher  had  come  up  to  him,  and 
in  anticipation  of  what  the  Preacher  would  say, 
he  struck  the  ground  with  a  staff  he  was  carrying 
m  his  hand,  and  said :  *  0  brother  Preacher,  a 
virgin  before  child-bearing !'  and  forthwith  a 
beauteous  lily  sprang  up  where  he  had  struck  the 
ground.  A  second  time  he  struck  the  ground  in 
another  place,  and  said  :  '  O  brother  Preacher,  a 
virgin  in  child-bearing  !'  And  another  lily  sprang 
up.  Then,  striking  the  ground  a  third  time,  he 
said  :  '  0  brother  Preacher,  a  virgin  after  child- 
bearing  !'  And  a  third  lily  sprang  up.  And 
this  done,  brother  Giles  fled  away.  But  that 
Preacher  was  forthwith  delivered  from  his  tempta- 
tion, and  thenceforth  held  brother  Giles  in  great 
devotion. — An.  Fr.  iii.  90. 
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S.  FRANCIS  DESCRIBES  PERFECT  JOY 

THOUGH  a  Lesser  Brother  should  give  sight 
to  the  blind,  should  straighten  the  crooked, 
should  cast  out  devils,  should  make  the  deaf  to  hear, 
the  lame  to  walk,  the  dumb  to  speak,  and,  what  is 
more,  should  raise  one  that  had  been  dead  four 
days,  therein  is  no  perfect  joy.  .  .  .  And  if  a  Lesser 
Brother  should  preach  so  earnestly  as  to  convert 
all  the  unbelievers  to  the  Faith,  therein  is  no 
perfect  joy.  But  if,  when  we  came  to  S.  Maria 
degli  Angeli  wet  through  with  rain  and  frozen 
with  cold,  filthy  with  mud,  and  suffering  hunger, 
and  knocked  at  the  door,  and  the  porter  came  in 
a  rage  and  said,  '  Who  are  you  ?'  and  we  replied, 
'  We  are  two  of  your  brethren,'  and  he  contra- 
dicted us,  saying,  '  Nay,  but  you  are  two  vaga- 
bonds who  go  about  the  world  snatching  away 
the  alms  of  the  poor,'  and  he  did  not  open  to  us, 
but  made  us  stand  in  the  snow  and  rain,  in  cold 
and  hunger  until  night — then,  if  we  bore  so  many 
repulses  and  harsh  words  patiently  without  annoy- 
ance and  repining,  and  considered  in  humility 
and  charity  that  that  porter  knew  us  for  what 
we  were,  and  that  God  had  prompted  him  to 
speak  against  us,  then  write  that  therein  is  per- 
fect joy.  .  .  .  Among  all  the  unctions  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  which  Christ  has  granted  and  will 
grant  to  His  servants,  the  chief  is  to  conquer 
self  and  willingly  to  bear  reproach  for  the  sake 
of  God  and  the  charity  of  God. — Opusc.  82. 
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BROTHER  GILES'  PENANCE 

WHEN  brother  Giles  was  at  Fabriano,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Perugia,  he  went  into 
a  wood  one  day  that  he  might  reflect  upon  his 
sins ;  then,  calling  a  boy-brother,  he  stripped 
himself,  and  put  his  cord  round  his  neck,  bidding 
the  boy  drag  him  with  the  cord  as  far  as  the 
convent.  When  they  came  in,  brother  Giles  cried 
with  a  loud  voice  :  '  Brethren,  have  mercy  on  me 
a  most  miserable  sinner  !'  The  brethren  came 
about  him,  and,  seeing  him  thus  naked,  began  to 
weep  bitterly,  and  said  to  him  :  '  Put  on  thy 
tunic,  father.'  But  he  said  :  '  I  am  not  worthy  to 
be  a  Lesser  Brother ;  yet  if  you  will  give  me  back 
my  tunic  of  your  mercy,  and  as  an  alms,  I  receive 
it,  though  unworthy.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  79. 
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S.  FRANCIS  COMMENDS  POVERTY  TO  THE 
BRETHREN 

KNOW  ye,  dearest  brethren,  that  Poverty  is 
the  queen  of  virtues,  because  she  shone 
forth  so  pre-eminently  in  the  King  of  Kings  and 
the  Queen  His  Mother.  Know,  my  brethren,  that 
Poverty  is  the  special  way  of  salvation,  as  being 
the  nurturer  of  humility  and  the  root  of  perfec- 
tion, whose  fruit  is  manifold,  but  hidden.  For 
Poverty  is  the  '  treasure  hid  in  a  field  '  in  the 
Gospel,  and  in  order  to  buy  it  everything  must 
be  sold,  and  what  cannot  be  sold  must  be  despised 
in  comparison  of  it.  He  who  would  rise  to  the 
utmost  height  of  Poverty  must  not  only  renounce 
the  wisdom  of  the  world,  but  even,  in  some  sort, 
skill  in  letters,  in  order  that,  being  stript  of  such 
possession,  he  may  enter  upon  the  powers  of  the 
Lord,  and  offer  himself  naked  to  the  arms  of  the 
Crucified.  For  he  by  no  means  perfectly  re- 
nounces the  world  who  keeps  back  within  the 
secrets  of  his  heart  the  purse  of  his  own  inclina- 
tions. In  all  things,  therefore,  let  holy  Poverty 
shine  among  you,  and  especially  in  the  houses 
that  you  shall  build,  bearing  in  mind  that  word 
of  the  Gospel  that  '  the  foxes  have  holes  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nests;  but  the  Son  of  man 
had  not  where  to  lay  His  head.' — Opusc.  240. 
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STORY  OF  S.  ELIZABETH  AND  THE  LEPER 

THERE  were  dwelling  in  the  castle  of  Neuen- 
burg  Louis,  Landgrave  of  Thuringia,  with 
his  wife  S.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  King  of 
Hungary,  and  the  Lady  Sophia  of  Bavaria,  the 
mother  of  the  said  Prince.  Now,  Elizabeth,  a 
lover  of  humility  and  follower  of  mercy,  had  laid 
a  certain  leper,  when  he  had  been  bathed,  in  the 
Prince's  bed,  and  when  her  mother-in-law  found 
it  out  she  took  her  son  by  the  hand,  and  brought 
him  to  the  bed,  saying  :  '  Know  that  Elizabeth  is 
thus  wont  to  defile  thy  couch  !'  Then  did  God 
open  the  inward  eyes  of  the  devout  Prince,  who 
beheld  the  Crucified  laid  in  the  bed ;  and,  uplifted 
by  that  sight,  the  pious  Prince  begged  his  sacred 
consort  that  she  would  often  fill  his  bed  thus ;  for 
he  understood  that  in  His  sick  members  Christ 
is  cherished  and  received. 

That  holy  matron  Elizabeth  was  found  worthy 
of  being  comforted  by  a  letter  from  S.  Francis 
before  her  death,  and  was  a  mother  of  all  the  poor, 
especially  of  the  Lesser  Brethren. — An,  Fr.  ii.  33. 
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S.  ELIZABETH  AND  THE  BLIND  MAN 

S  ELIZABETH  had  built  a  hospital  wherein 
•  she  ministered  most  devoutly  to  the  poor. 
But  she  did  not  like  to  receive  any  sick  person 
there  unless  he  had  first  made  his  confession, 
knowing  that  a  sinner  is  not  worthy  of  the  bread 
he  eats.  A  certain  blind  man  asked  to  be  received 
there,  but  on  being  refused  admission  because 
he  had  not  confessed,  he  was  angry,  and  blas- 
phemed the  Lord.  However,  on  being  rebuked 
by  the  Saint  and  a  certain  devout  Lesser  Brother, 
he  confessed,  and  was  admitted.  But  that 
brother  said  to  the  Saint :  '  Lady,  since  thou  hast 
given  him  food,  give  him  back  his  sight  also.' 
'  That  were  much,'  said  she,  '  but  do  thou  try 
to  get  him  one  eye,  while  I  will  labour  for  the 
other.'  So  the  brother  prayed  to  God,  and  there 
was  given  back  to  the  blind  man  one  very  small 
eye  ;  but  the  Saint  by  prayer  gave  him  back 
another,  which  was  larger.  And  so  he  saw  per- 
fectly; and  by  the  inequality  of  the  eyes  is  perhaps 
set  forth  the  difference  between  the  two  sup- 
pliants, and  the  inequality  of  their  merits. — 
An.  Fr.  iii.  222. 
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THE  SOW  AND  THE  LAMB 

IT  chanced  that  a  certain  ewe  brought  forth  a 
lamb  one  night  when  the  servant  of  the 
Most  High  was  lodging  in  the  monastery  of 
S.  Verecondo,  in  the  diocese  of  Gubbio.  But  a 
cruel  sow  that  was  there  spared  not  the  innocent 
creature's  life,  but  ravenously  bit  the  lamb  to 
death.  .  .  .  When  the  tender  father  heard  this 
he  was  moved  to  wondrous  pity,  and,  at  the  recol- 
lection of  another  Lamb,  bewailed  before  all  who 
were  present  this  lamb  that  had  been  killed, 
saying  :  '  Alas,  brother  lamb,  innocent  creature, 
who  representest  the  everlasting  advantage  of  us 
all !  Cursed  be  the  pitiless  one  that  slew  thee, 
and  let  no  man  nor  beast  eat  of  her  !'  Wonderful 
to  relate,  that  baleful  sow  immediately  sickened, 
and  after  suffering  torments  for  three  days,  at 
length  paid  the  penalty  of  death.  It  was  cast 
into  the  ditch,  where  its  carcass  lay  for  a  long 
time  dried  up  like  a  board,  nor  furnished  food  to 
any  famished  creature. — 2  Cel.  iii. 
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A  PREDICTION  OF  PEACE  FULFILLED 

AT  the  time  when  the  brethren  began  to 
multiply  in  Germany,  two  of  them  came 
to  the  castle  of  Michelstein,  and  were  kindly  wel- 
comed by  the  lord  of  the  castle,  though  he  was 
about  to  fight  with  his  enemies  next  day.  After 
supper  the  lady  of  the  castle  begged  them  to  pray 
earnestly  to  God  that  He  would  mercifully  pre- 
serve her  husband  from  the  imminent  peril  of 
war.  The  elder  of  the  brethren  replied  :  '  Fear 
not,  lady  ;  trust  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  merits 
of  our  blessed  father  Francis  ;  and  know  that  the 
appointed  battle  will  not  come  to  pass,  but  that 
both  sides  shall  make  peace  in  a  wonderful  way, 
and  return  in  safety.'  Next  morning,  when  both 
armies  were  drawn  up  in  array,  and  while  the 
brethren,  with  the  lady  of  the  castle,  were 
engaged  in  earnest  prayer,  the  spirit  of  peace 
came  upon  a  Count  who  was  one  of  the  lord  of 
Michelstein's  enemies,  and  with  a  few  men  he 
went  to  the  lord  of  Michelstein  and  said  :  *  My 
lord,  have  we  not  had  enough  of  this  long-standing 
folly  of  ours  ?  Were  it  not  better  to  make  peace 
than  to  continue  a  strife  which  has  caused  us 
so  much  loss  and  expense  ?'  The  lord  of  Michel- 
stein consented,  and  so  peace  was  made  without 
any  mediator  save  God  only  between  men  who 
had  been  at  strife  for  twenty-two  years. — An, 
Fr.  ii.  35. 
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BROTHER  GILES  AND  THE  TWO  CARDINALS 

TWO  Cardinals  once  came  to  brother  Giles 
that  they  might  hear  from  him  the  words 
of  life.  And  as  they  were  about  to  withdraw, 
they  asked  him  to  pray  for  them.  He  answered  : 
'  What  need  is  there  that  I  should  pray  to  God 
for  you,  seeing  that  ye  have  greater  faith  and 
hope  than  I  ?'  '  How  so  ?'  said  they.  '  Because 
ye  with  so  much  of  riches,  honours,  and  worldly 
prosperity  hope  to  be  saved,'  answered  brother 
Giles,  '  whereas  I,  with  so  much  calamity  and 
adversity,  fear  to  be  damned.'  Whereat  they 
were  pricked  in  their  heart,  and  departed  from 
him  changed  for  the  better. — An.  Fr.  iii.  93. 

S.  FRANCIS'  ATTITUDE  TOWARDS  THOSE 
IN  HIGH  STATION 

'  T  ET  not  us  '  [said  S.  Francis]  '  judge  nor 
JL-/  despise  those  that  live  delicately  and 
wear  fine  and  superfluous  apparel.  God  is  their 
Lord  as  well  as  ours,  and  He  can  call  them  to 
Himself,  and  justify  them  when  called.  There- 
fore, let  us  respect  such  as  our  brothers  and  our 
lords  ;  for  they  are  brothers  because  created  by 
one  and  the  same  Creator,  and  our  lords  in  so  far 
as  they  help  the  good  in  their  repentance  by 
supplying  them  with  what  is  necessary  for  the 
body.' — Opusc.  234. 
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A  CELESTIAL  MUSICIAN 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  at  Rieti  for  the  cure 
of  his  eyes,  he  called  one  of  his  com- 
panions who  had  been  a  lute-player  in  the  world, 
and  said  .  .  .  :  '  Brother,  I  would  have  thee  secretly 
borrow  a  lute,  so  that  by  a  virtuous  song  thou 
mightest  give  some  solace  to  my  brother  body, 
which  is  full  of  pains.'  The  brother  answered  : 
*  Father,  I  am  not  a  little  ashamed  to  do  so,  lest 
men  might  think  that  I  am  tempted  by  such 
frivolity.'  '  Let  us  give  it  up,  then,  brother,' 
said  Francis.  '  It  is  good  to  give  up  many 
things  to  avoid  shocking  the  opinion  of  others.' 
The  next  night,  as  the  holy  man  was  watching 
and  meditating  on  God,  suddenly  there  sounded 
a  lute  of  wondrous  harmony  and  sweetest  melody. 
No  one  was  seen,  but  the  music,  as  it  floated 
hither  and  thither,  marked  the  movements  of 
the  lute-player  passing  to  and  fro.  At  length, 
fixing  his  spirit  on  God,  the  holy  father  enjoyed 
such  sweetness  in  those  melodious  strains  that 
he  fancied  himself  transported  into  the  other 
world. — 2  Cel.  126. 
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S.  FRANCIS  REBUKES  A  BROTHER  OF 
GLOOMY  COUNTENANCE 

SEEING  one  of  his  companions  walking  along 
with  bent  head  and  gloomy  countenance, 
Francis  rebuked  him,  saying :  '  Even  though 
thou  be  sorry  for  thy  sins,  brother,  why  dost 
thou  make  outward  show  of  grief  for  thy  wrong- 
doings ?  Keep  this  sorrow  between  thyself  and 
God,  and  pray  Him  of  His  mercy  to  forgive  thee 
and  restore  to  thy  soul  the  joy  of  His  healing, 
whereof  it  has  been  deprived  by  sin.  But  before 
me  and  others  show  thyself  as  always  having  joy  ; 
for  it  is  not  meet  for  a  servant  of  God  to  show 
sadness  outwardly,  or  to  have  a  clouded  face.' 
Yet  must  it  not  be  understood  or  supposed  that 
our  father,  a  lover  of  all  gravity  and  decorum, 
desired  that  such  joy  should  be  manifested  by 
laughter  or  by  so  much  as  the  smallest  idle 
word,  since  thereby  vanity  and  folly  rather  than 
spiritual  joy  is  shown.  Nay,  in  a  servant  of 
God  he  singularly  disliked  laughter  and  frivolous 
talk. — Opusc.  306  ;  5.  P.  96. 
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S.  FRANCIS  RESTORES  A  'BORROWED 
MANTLE 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  staying  at  the  Bishop 
of  Rieti's  palace  to  be  cured  of  a  disease 
of  'the  eyes,  a  poor  woman  suffering  from  the 
same  ailment  came  to  consult  the  doctor. 
[S.  Francis,  having  heard  of  her  poverty  from 
the  doctor],  called  one  of  the  brethren,  who  was 
his  Warden,  and  said  to  him :  '  Brother  Warden, 
we  must  restore  the  property  of  another.'  '  What 
does  that  mean,  brother  ?'  '  That  mantle  which 
we  have  borrowed  from  that  poor  sick  woman 
we  must  give  back  to  her  !'  And  his  Warden 
said  :  '  Brother,  the  mantle  is  mine,  and  has  not 
been  lent  us  by  anyone  .  .  .  but  do  as  thou  thinkest 
best.'  Then  S.  Francis  joyfully  called  a  certain 
friend  of  his,  a  spiritual  man,  and  said  to  him  : 
'  Take  this  mantle  and  twelve  loaves  with  it,  and 
go  to  the  poor  woman  with  the  bad  eyes,  whom 
the  doctor  will  point  out  to  thee,  and  say  to  her : 
"  The  poor  man  to  whom  thou  lentest  this  mantle 
thanks  thee  for  it  :  but  now  take  what  is  thine 
own."  '  He  went,  and  spoke  as  he  had  been  told 
to.  The  woman,  thinking  it  was  in  joke,  answered 
with  shame  :  '  Let  me  alone,  for  I  don't  know 
what  thou  art  talking  about.'  But  he  placed  the 
mantle  and  the  twelve  loaves  in  her  hands.  When 
she  saw  that  he  was  in  earnest,  she  took  the  gift, 
rejoicing  and  praising  the  Lord. — 5.  P.  33 ; 
2  CeL  92. 
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THE  DEVIL  IN  THE  PILLOW 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  at  the  hermitage  at 
Greccio,  suffering  more  than  usual  from 
the  infirmity  of  his  eyes,  he  was  induced,  contrary 
to  his  custom,  to  use  a  small  pillow.  In  the 
morning  watch  at  the  end  of  the  first  night  he 
called  his  companion  and  said  to  him  t  '  Brother, 

1  have  not  been  able  to  sleep  to-night,  nor  to 
remain  upright  for  prayer  ;  my  head  trembles, 
my  knees  sink  under  me,  and  my  whole  body  is 
out  of  gear,  just  as  if  I  had  eaten  bread  made  of 
darnel.  I  believe  the  devil  is  in  this  pillow 
which  I  have  at  my  head  ;  take  it  away,  for  I 
won't  have  the  devil  at  my  head  any  longer.' 
His  companion  caught  the  pillow  which  Francis 
had  thrown  at  him,  to  carry  it  away.  So  he 
went  out,  and  at  once  lost  the  power  of  speech, 
and  was  oppressed  and  bound  by  such  horror 
that  he  could  move  neither  feet  nor  arms.  After 
a  little,  S.  Francis,  who  knew  what  had  happened, 
called  him,  and  he  was  set  free.  .  .  .  And 
Francis  said  :  '  Very  crafty  and  subtle  is  our 
foe,  for,  when  he  cannot  hurt  the  soul  within,  at 
least  he  gives  the  body  matter  for  murmuring.' — 

2  Cel.  64. 
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S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  DISSOLUTE  CANON 

WHEN  S.  Francis  lay  sick  in  the  palace  of 
the  Bishop  of  Rieti,  a  certain  dissolute 
and  worldly  canon  had  been  seized  with  illness, 
and  lay  in  bed  compassed  about  on  all  sides 
with  pains.  He  caused  himself  to  be  carried 
before  S.  Francis,  and  begged  him  with  tears 
to  sign  him  with  the  sign  of  the  Cross.  And 
S.  Francis  said  to  him  :  '  Since  thou  hast  lived 
in  the  past  according  to  the  desires  of  the  flesh, 
without  fearing  God's  judgments,  how  shall  I 
sign  thee  with  the  Cross  ?'  Then  he  said  :  '  I 
sign  thee  in  Christ's  name  ;  but  know  that  if, 
after  having  been  delivered,  thou  return  to  thy 
vomit,  thou  shalt  suffer  heavier  things.'  And  he 
added  :  '  For  the  sin  of  ingratitude  worse  things 
than  the  former  are  ever  added.'  So  he  made 
the  sign  of  the  Cross  over  him,  and  forthwith  he 
who  had  been  lying  bowed  together  rose  up  whole, 
and,  praising  God,  cried  :  '  I  am  set  free  !'  (Now, 
the  bones  of  his  loins,  in  the  hearing  of  many, 
made  a  noise  like  that  of  dry  pieces  of  wood 
broken  by  the  hand.)  [After  a  short  time  he 
fell  back  into  sin],  and  one  evening  when  after 
supper  he  was  sleeping  at  the  house  of  one  of  his 
fellow-canons,  the  roof  fell  in  ;  the  other  inmates 
all  escaped  death,  and  he  alone  perished. — 
2  Cel.  41. 
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S.  FRANCIS*  CURSE  ON  BRETHREN  WHO 
SET  A  BAD  EXAMPLE 

[npWO  brethren,  in  order  to  mark  their  con- 
X  tempt  of  themselves,  had  allowed  their 
beards  to  grow  to  excessive  length,  and  had  been 
warned  by  the  Bishop  of  Fondi  against  bringing 
their  Order  into  disrepute  by  such  extravagance. 
S.  Francis,  hearing  of  the  incident,  exclaimed]  : 
O  Lord  Jesu  Christ,  who  didst  choose  the 
Apostles  twelve  in  number,  and  though  from  this 
number,  one  fell,  the  rest  clave  to  Thee,  and 
preached  the  Gospel,  being  filled  with  one  spirit ; 
Thou,  Lord,  in  this  last  hour,  remembering  Thy 
mercy  of  old,  hast  planted  the  Religion  of  the 
brethren  to  prop  Thy  faith,  and  that  the  mystery 
of  Thy  Gospel  may  be  fulfilled  by  their  means. 
Who,  then,  shall  make  satisfaction  for  them  before 
Thee,  if  not  only  do  they  not  display  examples  of 
light  to  all  men  (for  which  purpose  they  have 
been  sent  forth),  but  rather  show  forth  works  of 
darkness  ?  Let  them  who  by  their  evil  example 
confound  and  destroy  that  which  Thou  hast 
built  up  in  the  past  by  the  holy  brethren  of  this 
Order,  and  dost  not  cease  to  build  up — let  them 
be  cursed  by  Thee,  most  holy  Lord,  by  all  the 
Court  of  Heaven,  and  by  me,  thy  little  servant.' — 
2  Cel.  156. 
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ADMONITIONS  OF  S.  FRANCIS 

*  ^  I  ^HE  Lord  saith  in  the  Gospel,  '  Love  your 
-L  enemies,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you, 
and  pray  for  them  that  persecute  you,'  etc.  He 
truly  loves  his  enemy  who  complains  not  of  the 
wrong  his  enemy  has  done  him,  but  burns  for 
the  sin  of  his  own  soul  because  of  the  love  of 
God,  and  shows  love  to  his  enemy  by  his  deeds. 

♦Many  are  they  who  when  they  sin  or  suffer 
wrong  often  blame  their  enemy  or  their  neigh- 
bour. But  this  is  not  right,  for  each  one  has  in 
his  own  power  his  enemy — namely,  the  body,  by 
which  he  sins.  Blessed,  therefore,  is  that  servant 
who  ever  keeps  captive  that  enemy  that  has  been 
placed  in  his  power,  and  wisely  guards  himself 
from  him,  for  so  long  as  he  does  this  no  other 
enemy,  visible  or  invisible,  can  do  him  harm. — 
Opusc.  64,  66. 
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S.  FRANCIS  LAMENTS  THE  DEGENERATION 
OF  THE  BRETHREN 

S  FRANCIS  said  :  '  Although  at  the  time  when 
•  I  resigned  my  office  among  the  brethren  I 
excused  myself  before  them  in  Chapter-general 
on  the  ground  that  I  could  no  longer  take  charge 
of  them  on  account  of  my  infirmities,  yet  if  the 
brethren  would  [even]  now  walk  according  to  my 
will,  I  would  not,  for  their  consolation  and  profit, 
that  they  should  have  any  other  Minister  but  me 
until  the  day  of  my  death.  For  if  a  good  and 
faithful  subject  knows  and  observes  his  Superior's 
will,  the  Superior  need  have  but  little  anxiety 
about  him.  Indeed,  I  should  rejoice  so  much 
over  the  goodness  of  the  brethren  because  of 
their  own  gain  and  mine  that  even  if  I  were  lying 
sick  in  bed  it  would  not  irk  me  to  give  them 
satisfaction,  because  my  office  of  Superior  is 
spiritual  only — namely,  to  keep  vices  in  subjec- 
tion, and  correct  and  amend  them  in  spiritual 
sort.  But  since  1  can  no  longer  amend  and 
correct  them  by  admonition  and  example,  I  will 
not  become  an  executioner  to  punish  and  to 
scourge,  like  the  magistrates  of  this  world.  .  .  . 
Nevertheless,  I  shall  not  cease  until  the  day  of 
my  death  to  teach  the  brethren  by  practice  and 
example  to  walk  in  the  way  which  the  Lord  has 
shown  me.' — Opusc.  382. 
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S.  FRANCIS  IS  PERSUADED  TO  RESORT  TO 
PHYSICIANS 

[npOWARDS  the  close  of  Francis'  ministry], 
X  amid  the  weakness  of  the  flesh,  his  spirit 
became  even  more  active  than  before.  So  ear- 
nestly was  his  affection  set  on  the  salvation  of 
souls,  and  such  was  his  thirst  for  his  neighbour's 
advantage,  that  when  he  could  no  longer  walk 
he  went  round  the  country  riding  on  an  ass.  The 
brethren  often  warned  him  with  the  most  urgent 
entreaties  that  he  should  in  some  sort  restore  his 
sick  and  greatly  enfeebled  body  by  the  aid  of 
physicians.  But  he,  with  that  noble  spirit  of 
his  fixed  on  Heaven,  and  longing  only  to  be 
dissolved  and  to  be  with  Christ,  altogether  refused 
to  do  it.  Then,  for  that  he  had  not  yet  fulfilled 
those  sufferings  of  Christ  which  were  still  lacking 
in  his  flesh,  there  came  upon  him  a  grievous 
infirmity  of  the  eyes,  according  as  God  multiplied 
His  mercy  on  him.  .  .  .  And  at  length  brother 
Elias,  whom  he  had  chosen  for  himself  in  place 
of  a  mother,  and  had  made  the  father  of  the 
other  brethren,  urged  him  not  to  shrink  from 
medicine,  but  to  receive  it  in  the  name  of  the 
Son  of  God  by  whom  it  had  been  created,  even 
as  it  is  written  :  '  The  Most  High  hath  created 
medicine  out  of  the  earth,  and  the  wise  man  will 
not  shrink  from  it.'  Then  the  holy  father 
acquiesced,  and  humbly  obeyed  the  admonition. — 
I  Cel.  98. 
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HOW  '  BROTHER  FIRE  '  DID  NOT  HURT 
S.  FRANCIS 

WHILE  suffering  from  infirmity  of  the  eyes, 
Francis  was  advised  by  the  physicians 
and  urgently  persuaded  by  the  brethren  to  allow 
himself  to  undergo  the  remedy  of  cauterization. 
He  humbly  assented.  The  surgeon  came,  and 
told  him  that  he  would  cauterize  his  face  from 
the  jawbone  to  the  eyebrow  of  that  eye  which  was 
more  affected  than  the  other.  When  the  iron 
had  been  put  into  the  fire,  Francis,  to  encourage 
himself,  so  that  he  might  not  fear,  spoke  to  the 
fire  in  these  words  :  '  My  brother  fire,  noble  and 
useful  among  all  other  creatures,  be  kind  to  me 
in  this  hour,  for  I  have  loved  thee  of  old,  and  will 
love  thee  for  the  sake  of  Him  who  created  thee. 
I  also  pray  our  Creator  that  He  may  so  temper 
thy  heat  that  I  may  be  able  to  bear  it.'  And 
having  finished  his  prayer,  he  made  the  sign  of 
the  cross  over  the  fire.  When  the  cauterization 
was  over,  he  said  to  the  brethren,  who  had  fled 
and  were  now  returned  :  '  Faint-hearted  men  and 
of  little  faith,  why  did  ye  fly  ?  I  tell  you  truly  I 
felt  no  pain  nor  heat  of  the  fire ;'  and  turning  to 
the  surgeon,  he  said  :  '  If  the  flesh  is  not  well 
burnt,  apply  the  iron  again.'  The  surgeon,  who 
had  witnessed  the  power  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
weakness  of  the  flesh,  said  :  '  I  tell  you,  brethren, 
I  have  seen  wondrous  things  to  -  day.' — Bona- 
ventura  v.  8  ;  5.  P.  115  ;  2  Cel.  166. 
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THE  LAST  JOURNEY  TO  ASSISI 

IN  the  sixth  month  before  his  death,  while 
Francis  was  at  Siena,  whither  he  had  gone 
for  the  cure  of  the  infirmity  of  his  eyes,  he  began 
to  sicken  in  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  his  body  .  .  . 
so  that  he  seemed  to  be  drawing  nigh  to  death. 
.  .  .  Then  he  asked  brother  Elias  that  he  would 
have  him  brought  to  Assisi.  Elias  did  as  he  was 
bidden,  and  brought  him  to  the  longed-for  place. 
The  city  rejoiced  over  the  arrival  of  the  blessed 
father,  and  the  mouths  of  all  the  people  praised 
God,  for  they  hoped  that  the  holy  man  might 
soon  die  [so  that  they  might  keep  his  remains], 
which  was  the  matter  of  their  so  great  exulta- 
tion. It  came  to  pass  also  by  the  will  of  God 
that  his  holy  soul,  when  released  from  the 
body,  passed  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  from 
the  place  where,  while  still  abiding  in  the  flesh, 
the  knowledge  of  heavenly  things  had  been  first 
vouchsafed  to  him,  and  the  saving  unction 
poured  upon  him.  For  though  ...  he  believed 
that  in  every  place  grace  is  bestowed  on  God's 
elect,  he  had  found  by  experience  that  the  place 
of  the  church  of  S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula  was 
filled  with  more  fruitful  grace,  and  frequented  by 
the  visitation  of  heavenly  spirits.  Therefore  he 
often  used  to  say  to  the  brethren  :  '  See,  my 
sons,  that  ye  never  desert  this  place.' — i  Cel.  105. 
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S.  FRANCIS  BIDS  HIS  ESCORT  BEG  FOR  ALMS 

WHEN  the  blessed  Francis,  in  grievous  sick- 
ness, and  now  near  his  end,  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Nocera,  and  the  men  of  Assisi 
had  heard  of  it,  certain  knights  hastened  to  the 
place,  that  they  might  bring  him  to  Assisi,  for 
fear  that  he  might  die  where  he  was,  and  that 
others  might  get  his  holy  body.  As  they  were 
bringing  him,  they  stopped  at  a  poor  village 
called  Satriano  to  dine  ;  and  S.  Francis  rested  in 
the  house  of  a  poor  man,  who  gladly  received  him, 
while  the  knights  went  through  the  village  to 
buy  what  was  necessary,  but  could  find  nothing 
for  sale.  So  they  came  back  to  S.  Francis,  and 
said  playfully  :  '  Brother,  you  must  needs  give 
us  of  your  alms,  for  we  can  get  nothing  to  eat.' 
But  he  said  to  them  with  great  earnestness  : 
'  You  can  find  nothing  because  you  trust  in  your 
flies  more  than  in  God.'  (For  he  called  pieces  of 
money  '  flies.')  '  But  go  again  round  the  houses 
you  have  visited,  and,  putting  shame  aside,  ask 
alms  there  for  the  love  of  the  Lord  God  ;  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  inspire  them  to  give  abundantly.' 
So  they  went  and  did  as  Francis  had  told  them, 
and  those  from  whom  they  asked  alms  gave  them 
plentifully  and  cheerfully  of  what  they  had. — 
5.  P.  22  ;  2  Cel.  77. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  PATIENCE  IN  SUFFERING 

[  A  FTER  S.  Francis'  removal  from  Siena  to 
Jr\  Assisi],  his  sickness  increased,  and,  being 
deprived  of  all  strength,  he  was  unable  to  move 
at  all.  One  of  the  brethren  asked  him  which  he 
would  rather  bear,  this  sickness,  so  lingering  and 
so  long,  or  to  undergo  from  an  executioner  any 
martyrdom,  however  terrible.  His  answer  was  : 
'  That  ever  is  and  has  been  dearest,  sweetest, 
and  most  acceptable  to  me  which  it  most  pleases 
the  Lord  my  God  to  do  in  me  and  with  me,  to 
whose  will  I  ever  desire  to  be  found  conform- 
able and  obedient  in  all  things.  But  in  exchange 
for  any  kind  of  martyrdom  it  would  be  more  dis- 
tressing to  me  to  bear  this  sickness,  were  it  but  for 
three  days  ;  and  I  do  not  say  this  having  regard 
to  the  reward,  but  only  to  the  distress  which  the 
suffering  causes.'  0  martyr,  and  once  again 
martyr,  who  with  laughter  and  rejoicing  bore 
that  which  to  all  was  most  bitter  and  grievous  to 
behold  ! — i  Cel.  107. 
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THE  MOUNTAIN  REMOVED 

AS  the  merits  of  holy  Francis  increased,  so 
did  his  enmity  with  the  old  Serpent  .  .  . 
and  at  a  certain  season  there  was  sent  to  the  holy 
father  a  most  grievous  temptation  of  the  spirit, 
assuredly  for  the  increase  of  his  crown.  Thence- 
forward he  was  so  distressed  in  mind  and  body 
that  many  times  he  withdrew  himself  from  the 
society  of  the  brethren  because  he  could  not 
show  himself  joyful  before  them  as  he  had  been 
wont.  He  afflicted  and  mortified  his  body  ;  he 
prayed  earnestly  and  shed  plenteous  tears.  After 
having  been  thus  assailed  for  more  than  two 
years,  one  day  while  he  was  praying  in  S.  Maria 
de  Portiuncula,  he  heard  in  the  spirit  a  voice 
saying  :  '  Francis,  if  thou  wilt  have  faith  as  a 
grain  of  mustard-seed,  thou  shalt  bid  a  mountain 
to  remove,  and  it  shall  remove.'  The  holy  man 
answered  :  '  Lord,  which  is  the  mountain  ?'  And 
again  he  heard  it  said  :  '  The  mountain  is  thy 
temptation.'  Then  he  said  with  tears  :  '  So  be 
it.  Lord  I  as  Thou  hast  spoken.'  And  forthwith 
all  the  temptation  was  driven  away,  and  he 
was  set  free  so  perfectly  that  it  seemed  as  though 
he  had  never  had  any  temptation. — 2  Cel.  115  ; 
S.P.  99. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  BODY  WORN  OUT  BY  THE 
FERVOUR  OF  HIS  SPIRIT 

[THvURING  the  last  two  years  of  his  life 
JLy  Francis]  suffered  frequent  infirmities, 
being  one  who  had  during  many  years  past  per- 
fectly chastised  his  body  and  brought  it  into 
subjection.  For  the  space  of  eighteen  years  .  .  . 
his  flesh  had  had  little  or  no  rest,  travelling 
through  many  different  and  very  extensive 
regions  that  the  ready,  devoted,  fervent  spirit 
which  dwelt  within  might  scatter  everywhere  the 
seeds  of  God's  word.  He  was  filling  all  the  earth 
with  Christ's  Gospel,  so  that  in  one  day  he  would 
make  the  circuit  of  four  or  five  villages,  or  even 
towns,  preaching  to  everyone  the  Gospel  of 
God's  kingdom  ;  and,  edifying  the  hearers  by 
his  example  not  less  than  by  his  words,  he  had 
made  a  tongue  of  his  whole  body.  .  .  .  But 
forasmuch  as,  according  to  Nature's  laws  and 
the  manner  of  man's  condition,  the  outward  man 
must  needs  perish  from  day  to  day  (though  the 
inward  be  renewed),  that  most  precious  vessel, 
wherein  was  hidden  a  heavenly  treasure,  began 
on  all  sides  to  be  shattered  and  to  suffer  the  loss 
of  all  its  strength. — i  Cel.  97,  98. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  REVERENCE  FOR  THE  ANGELS 

THE  angels,  who  are  with  us  in  our  warfare, 
who  pray  with  us  amid  the  shadow  of 
death,  Francis  venerated  with  the  utmost  affec- 
tion. He  used  to  say  that  everywhere  they  are 
companions  to  be  revered,  but  also  to  be  called 
upon  to  guard  us.  He  taught  that  their  presence 
must  not  be  outraged,  and  that  we  ought  not  to 
presume  to  do  before  them  what  we  should  not 
do  before  men.  And  forasmuch  as  the  psalmody 
in  the  choir  was  performed  in  the  angels'  sight, 
he  desired  that  all  who  could  should  come  together 
to  the  oratory,  and  there  sing  with  wisdom.  He 
would  often  say  that  S.  Michael  should  receive 
more  excellent  honour  for  that  he  had  the  office 
of  presenting  souls  [before  God]  ;  and  in  honour 
of  S.  Michael  he  used  to  fast  most  devoutly  for 
forty  days  between  the  Feast  of  the  Assumption 
and  the  Feast  of  S.  Michael ;  for  he  said  :  '  Every- 
one should  make  some  special  offering  of  praise 
or  of  gift  to  God  in  honour  of  so  great  a  Prince.' — 
2  Cel.  197. 
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S.  FRANCIS  IS  LED  BY  GOD'S  PROVIDENCE 
TO  THE  MOUNTAIN  OF  LA  VERNA 

TWO  years  before  he  gave  up  his  spirit  to 
heaven,  S.  Francis,  after  manifold  labours, 
was  led  by  the  Providence  of  God  to  a  high  place 
apart,  which  is  called  the  mountain  of  La  Verna. 
And  when  (as  he  was  wont)  he  had  there  begun  to 
keep  the  forty  days'  fast  in  honour  of  S.  Michael 
the  archangel,  there  was  poured  out  upon  him 
in  yet  more  abundant  measure  than  before  the 
sweetness  of  the  contemplation  of  things  on 
high.  .  .  .  And  by  an  oracle  of  God  there  was 
put  into  his  mind  that  in  opening  the  book  of  the 
Gospel  there  should  be  revealed  to  him  by  Christ 
that  which  in  him  and  concerning  him  would  be 
most  acceptable  to  God.  Wherefore  after  earnest 
prayer  he  took  the  book  of  the  Gospels  from  the 
altar,  and  caused  it  to  be  opened  by  his  com- 
panion. And  when  the  book  had  been  opened 
thrice,  and  each  time  the  Lord's  Passion  had  met 
his  eye,  he  understood  that  even  as  he  had 
imitated  Christ  in  the  actions  of  his  life,  so  he 
must  be  conformed  to  Him  in  the  affections  and 
sufferings  of  His  Passion  before  he  should  pass 
out  of  this  world. — Bonaventura  xiii.  i. 
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S.  FRANCIS  TALKS  WITH  GOD  ON  THE 
MOUNTAIN  OF  LA  VERNA 

[TOURING  S.  Francis'  fast  on  La  Verna] 
-L'  it  was  brother  Leo  alone  who  durst 
approach  him  once  in  the  day  to  bring  him  bread 
and  water,  and  once  at  midnight  to  say  Matins. 
And  sometimes  brother  Leo  found  him  with  his 
whole  body  raised  above  the  earth  to  the  height 
of  a  man,  and  then  brother  Leo  would  devoutly 
kiss  his  feet  with  tears  (when  he  could  reach  them), 
saying  :  '  God  be  favourable  to  me  a  sinner,  and 
bring  me  to  Thy  mercy  through  the  merits  of  this 
most  holy  man.  .  .  .'  Once  at  midnight,  not 
finding  him  in  his  cell,  he  went  secretly  looking 
for  him  on  the  mountain,  and  when  he  drew  near 
he  saw  him  in  the  moonlight  on  his  knees,  with 
his  face  turned  to  God,  praying  and  saying  these 
words  :  '  Who  art  Thou,  O  Lord  my  God  ?  and 
who  am  I  ? — a  worm,  and  thy  little,  poor  servant.' 
And  this  he  often  repeated,  but  said  naught  else. 
And  as  brother  Leo  looked  he  saw  a  flame  of  fire 
beautiful  and  radiant,  and  pleasant  to  the  eyes, 
coming  down  from  the  height  of  heaven  on 
S.  Francis'  head,  and  from  that  flame  a  voice 
came  forth,  and  S.  Francis  made  answer  thereto. 
— An.  Fr.  iii.  65. 
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S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  FALCON 

[TOURING  his  forty  days'  fast  on  the  mountain 
JLy  of  La  Verna],  though  S.  Francis  endured 
many  assaults  from  the  Devil,  still  he  received 
many  consolations  from  God,  not  only  by  angels' 
visits,  but  also  by  means  of  the  wild  birds.  For 
during  the  whole  time  a  falcon  which  was  building 
its  nest  close  to  his  cell  used  to  come  every  night 
before  Matins,  and  by  its  song  and  by  the  rustling 
of  its  wings  at  his  cell  used  to  wake  him,  and  did 
not  go  away  till  he  arose  to  say  Matins.  But  if 
S.  Francis  was  more  tired  at  one  time  than  at 
another,  or  was  weak  or  sick,  the  falcon,  like  a 
discreet  and  compassionate  person,  would  sing 
at  a  later  hour.  And  so  S.  Francis  took  great 
pleasure  in  this  clock,  because  the  falcon's  care- 
fulness drove  away  all  sluggishness  from  him,  and 
urged  him  to  prayer.  The  falcon  used  also  some- 
times to  remain  familiarly  with  him  by  day. — 
Fioretti  162. 
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S.  FRANCIS  GIVES  A  WRITING  TO 
BROTHER  LEO 

WHILE  the  holy  man  abode  shut  up  in  a 
cell  on  the  mountain  of  La  Verna,  one 
of  his  companions  longed  with  great  desire  to 
have  for  his  refreshment  a  writing  of  words  of 
the  Lord  briefly  annotated  by  the  hand  of  holy 
Francis.  For  he  thought  thereby  to  escape,  or 
at  least  to  endure  more  easily,  a  grievous  tempta- 
tion (not  of  the  flesh,  but  of  the  spirit)  whereby 
he  was  molested.  Though  languishing  with  this 
desire,  he  feared  to  open  the  matter  to  the  holy 
father,  but  .  .  .  the  Spirit  revealed  it  to  him.  And 
one  day  S.  Francis  called  him,  and  said  :  '  Bring 
me  paper  and  ink,  for  I  wiU  write  down  words  of 
God,  and  His  praises,  which  I  have  pondered  in 
my  heart.'  The  materials  he  had  asked  for  were 
brought  forthwith,  and  with  his  own  hand  he 
wrote  the  praises  of  God  and  the  words  he  chose 
to  write,  and  lastly  a  blessing  for  that  brother, 
saying  :  '  Take  this  paper,  and  keep  it  diligently 
till  the  day  of  thy  death.'  Immediately  all  that 
temptation  was  put  to  flight ;  the  writing  was 
preserved,  and  afterwards  wrought  wondrous 
things. — 2  Cel.  49. 
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THE  WASHING  OF  THE  STONE 

r/^N  the  mountain  of  La  Verna  S.  Francis 
^^  showed  to  brother  Leo  a  stone,  and  said 
to  him]  :  '  Brother  little  sheep,  wash  this  stone 
with  water  ;  '  which  done,  he  said  t  '  Wash  it 
with  wine ; '  which  done,  he  said :  *  Wash  it 
with  oil.'  And  so  he  did.  Then  S.  Francis  said  : 
'  Wash  it  a  fourth  time  with  balm.'  '  And  how,' 
said  brother  Leo,  '  might  I  find  balm  here  ?' 
S.  Francis  answered  r  '  Know,  brother  little  sheep 
of  God,  that  this  is  the  stone  whereon  the  Lord 
once  sat  when  He  appeared  to  me.  And  I  bade 
thee  wash  it  four  times  because  then  the  Lord 
promised  me  four  things  for  the  Order  r  first,  that 
whosoever  should  from  his  heart  love  the  brethren 
and  the  Order  should,  God's  blessing  preventing 
him,  make  a  good  end  ;  second,  that  an  un- 
righteous persecutor  of  this  Order  should  be 
signally  punished  ;  third,  that  a  wicked  brother 
persisting  in  his  wickedness  should  not  be  able  to 
continue  long  without  either  leaving  the  Order 
or  being  put  to  confusion  within  it  ;  fourth,  that 
this  Religion  should  endure  till  the  end  of  the 
world.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  67. 
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S.  FRANCIS  RECEIVES  IN  HIS  BODY  THE 
MARKS  OF  THE  LORD  JESUS 

THE  Lord  Himself,  willing  to  show  to  the 
whole  world  the  fervour  of  Francis'  love 
and  his  continual  remembrance  of  Christ's  Passion, 
honoured   him   in   wondrous   fashion  while   still 
living  in  the  flesh  by  a  unique  privilege.     For 
while  he  was  being  borne  upward  by  seraphic 
ardour  of  longing  to  God,  and  was  being  trans- 
formed by  the  sweetness  of  suffering  with  Him  into 
Him  who  of   His  exceeding  love  willed  to   be 
crucified,  on  a  certain  morning  about  the  Feast 
of  the  Exaltation  of  the  Holy  Cross,  while  he 
was  praying  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  called 
La    Verna,  two    years    before    his    death,  there 
appeared  to  him  a  seraph  having  six  wings,  and 
bearing  between  the  wings  the  figure  of  a  man 
most  beautiful,  crucified,  with  his  hands  and  feet 
stretched  out  in  the  manner  of  a   cross,  most 
clearly  showing  forth  the  effigy  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
.  .  .    And  as  the  vision  faded  away  a  wondrous 
ardour  of  love  remained  in  the  soul  of  Francis, 
and  in  his  flesh  there  appeared  the  still  more 
wondrous  imprint  of  the  stigmata  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  which  the  man  of  God  concealed  as 
well  as  he  was  able  until  his  death,  unwilling  to 
make  public  this  sacrament  of  the  Lord,  though 
he  could  not  altogether  hide  it  from  being  manifest 
at  least  to  his  familiar  companions. — 3  Soc.  69. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  STIGMATA 

BUT  after  Francis'  most  happy  decease  all 
the  brethren  who  were  present  and  very 
many  lay-folk  most  plainly  saw  his  body  adorned 
with  the  stigmata  of  Christ.  For  they  discerned 
in  his  hands  and  in  his  feet  not  only  the  prints 
of  the  nails,  but  also  the  nails  themselves  formed 
of  his  flesh  and  arisen  in  his  flesh,  and  showing, 
moreover,  the  blackness  of  iron ;  and  his  right  side, 
as  though  pierced  by  a  lance,  was  overlaid  with 
the  red  scar  of  a  most  true  and  manifest  wound, 
which  also  often  shed  forth  the  sacred  blood 
while  he  was  alive.  And  the  irrefragable  truth 
of  these  stigmata  appeared  most  openly  and 
clearly  not  only  in  his  lifetime  and  at  his  death 
by  sight  and  touch,  but  also  after  his  death 
through  many  miracles  displayed  in  different 
parts  of  the  world  ...  by  which  miracles  the 
hearts  even  of  many  who  had  not  thought  rightly 
concerning  the  man  of  God  and  had  doubted  of 
his  stigmata  were  changed  to  such  certainty  of 
faith  that  those  who  had  formerly  been  detractors 
of  him  became,  by  the  working  of  God's  goodness 
and  the  compulsion  of  the  truth  itself^  his  praisers 
and  most  faithful  preachers. — 3  Soc.  70. 
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BROTHER  RUFINO  TOUCHES  THE  WOUND 
IN  S.  FRANCIS'  SIDE 

THE  blessed  Francis  concealed  the  stigmata 
most  diligently  from  strangers,  and  from 
those  about  him  he  hid  them  so  carefully  that 
even  the  brethren  at  his  side  and  his  most  devoted 
followers  were  for  a  long  time  unaware  of  them. 
But  once,  when  Brother  Rufino  had  put  his  hand 
into  the  holy  man's  bosom  that  he  might  scratch 
him,  his  hand  slipped  down  to  Francis'  right  side, 
and  he  happened  to  touch  that  precious  scar,  at 
which  touch  the  holy  man  of  God  was  not  a  little 
distressed,  and,  pushing  the  hand  away,  he  cried 
that  the  Lord  might  forgive  him  (Rufino).  And 
though  this  servant  and  friend  of  the  Most  High 
saw  himself  adorned  with  such  and  so  many 
of  these  pearls  (as  with  most  precious  jewels), 
and  distinguished  in  wondrous  fashion  beyond 
the  glory  and  honour  of  all  men,  he  was  not  vain 
in  his  heart,  nor  did  he  seek  to  gratify  [the 
curiosity]  of  any  concerning  this  matter  from  lust 
of  vainglory,  but,  that  man's  favour  might  not 
rob  him  of  the  grace  bestowed  on  him,  he  exerted 
himself  in  every  way  he  could  to  hide  it. — i  Cel. 
95. 


SEPTEMBER    16  260 


OF  THE  HIDING  OF  SECRET  THINGS 

S  FRANCIS'  custom  was  to  reveal  his  chiefest 
•  secret  to  few  or  none.  .  .  .  Accordingly  he 
ever  had  in  his  heart  and  often  on  his  lips  the 
saying  of  the  Prophet  :  '  I  have  hidden  Thy  words 
in  my  heart,  that  I  should  not  sin  against  Thee.' 
And  whenever  any  lay-people  came  to  him,  and 
he  wished  to  refrain  from  talking  with  them,  he 
had  given  this  token  to  the  brethren  who  abode 
with  him,  that  when  he  recited  the  aforesaid  verse 
they  were  at  once  with  all  courtesy  to  dismiss 
visitors.  For  he  had  found  by  experience  that 
it  is  a  very  evil  thing  to  impart  all  things  to 
everybody,  and  he  knew  that  no  one  can  be 
spiritual  whose  secret  perfections  are  not  more  and 
greater  than  those  which  appear  outwardly,  and 
that  such  secrets,  if  made  apparent,  may  give  rise 
to  different  judgments  among  men.  And  he 
had  found  some  who  agreed  with  him  outwardly, 
and  disagreed  with  him  inwardly,  applauding  him 
to  his  face  and  mocking  him  behind  his  back  ; 
who  had  got  credit  for  themselves,  and  had  made 
him  somewhat  mistrustful  [even]  of  the  upright. — 
I  Cel.  96. 
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IMPERTINENT  CURIOSITY  REBUKED 

THOUGH  the  holy  father  could  not  wholly 
hide  from  his  companions  the  stigmata  in 
his  hands  and  feet,  he  was  distressed  if  anyone 
looked  at  them,  and  so  his  companions  used  to 
turn  their  eyes  away  whenever  any  necessity 
compelled  him  to  uncover  his  hands  or  feet. 
Once  when  one  of  the  brethren  saw  the  stigmata 
in  his  feet,  he  cried  :  '  What  is  this,  good  brother  ?' 
'  Mind  your  own  business,'  said  S.  Francis. 
Another  time  the  same  brother  asked  for  S. 
Francis'  tunic  to  shake  it  out,  and,  seeing  that  it 
was  bloody,  he  said  to  the  holy  man  after  he  had 
returned  it  :  '  What  manner  of  blood  is  this 
wherewith  thy  tunic  seems  stained  ?'  But  S. 
Francis  put  his  finger  to  his  eye,  and  answered  : 
'Ask  what  that  is,  if  you  don't  know  it  to  be  an  eye.' 
He  rarely  washed  his  hands  all  over,  only  bathing 
the  fingers,  lest  that  thing  should  be  revealed  to 
the  bystanders.  His  feet  he  washed  most  rarely, 
and  not  less  secretly  than  rarely.  If  anyone 
asked  for  his  hand  to  kiss  he  held  out  the  fingers^ 
and  only  so  far  as  to  leave  place  for  the  kiss,  and 
sometimes  he  held  out  his  sleeve  only  instead  of 
his  hand. — 2  Cel.  135,  136. 
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A  PIOUS  FRAUD 

WHILE  the  man  of  God  abode  at  Siena,  a 
brother  from  Brescia  chanced  to  come 
there  who  greatly  desired  to  see  the  stigmata  of 
the  holy  father,  and  earnestly  besought  brother 
Pacifico  that  he  might  do  so.  Brother  Pacifico 
said  :  *  When  I  am  about  to  depart  hence  I  will 
ask  to  kiss  his  hands,  and  when  he  gives  them 
I  will  wink  at  thee,  and  thou  wilt  see.'  So  they 
both  came  to  the  holy  man  prepared  to  start,  and 
Pacifico  knelt  down,  and  said  to  him  :  *  Bless  uSj 
dearest  father,  and  give  me  thy  hand  to  kiss.' 
He  kissed  the  hand  (unwillingly  held  out),  and 
winked  at  the  brother  that  he  might  look ;  then 
he  asked  for  the  other  hand,  and  did  the  same. 
As  they  were  departing,  S.  Francis  suspected  that 
there  had  been  a  pious  fraud  (as  was  indeed  the 
case),  and  called  brother  Pacifico  back,  and  said 
to  him  :  '  God  pardon  thee,  brother,  for  thou 
givest  me  much  distress  sometimes.'  Pacifico  at 
once  fell  at  his  feet,  and  humbly  asked  :  '  What 
distress  have  I  given  thee,  dearest  mother  (sic)?' 
But  S.  Francis  made  no  answer. — 2  Cel.  137. 
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S.  FRANCIS  DESIRES  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  HIS 
LIFE  TO  BEGIN  TO  SERVE  THE  LORD 

[npOWARDS  the  close  of  his  life  S.  Francis] 
JL  burned  with  a  great  desire  to  return  to 
the  beginnings  of  humility,  and,  rejoicing  in  hope 
by  reason  ot  boundless  love,  he  thought  to  bring 
back  his  body — now  reduced  to  such  extremity — 
to  its  former  subjection.  .  .  .  '  Let  us  begin, 
brethren,'  he  would  say,  '  to  serve  the  Lord  God, 
for  hitherto  we  have  profited  little  or  nothing.' 
He  counted  not  himself  as  yet  to  have  appre- 
hended, and  remaining  indefatigable  in  his  pur- 
pose to  attain  new  sanctity,  ever  hoped  that  he 
might  make  a  beginning.  He  desired  once  more 
to  return  to  the  service  of  lepers,  and  to  be  held 
in  contempt,  as  he  had  once  been.  He  purposed 
to  fly  from  the  intercourse  of  men,  and  betake 
himself  to  the  remotest  places,  that  so,  having 
put  off  all  care,  and  laid  aside  anxiety  for  others, 
the  wall  of  the  flesh  alone  might  separate  him  from 
God.  For  he  saw  that  many  were  running  after 
offices  of  government  whose  temerity  he  hated, 
and  whom  he  strove  by  his  example  to  recall  from 
such  pestilence. — i  Cel.  103. 
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S.  FRANCIS  IS  PERSUADED  TO  GIVE  '  BROTHER 
BODY  '  SOME  INDULGENCE 

rO  FRANCIS  in  his  last  illness  scrupled  to 
0»  allow  his  enfeebled  body  the  indulgences 
which  it  required,  and  consulted  one  of  the 
brethren  about  these  scruples.  The  brother 
said] :  '  Tell  me,  father,  with  what  diligence  thy 
body,  while  it  could,  obeyed  thy  behests  ?' 
S.  Francis  replied  :  '  I  bear  it  witness  that  it  has 
been  obedient  in  all  things,  and  has  spared  itself 
in  nothing.  ...  It  has  shirked  no  toil,  has  refused 
no  discomfort,  if  only  it  might  do  as  it  was  bid.' 
.  .  .  The  brother  said  :  '  Where,  then,  father,  is 
thy  liberality  ?  where  thy  compassion  and  thine 
eminent  discretion  ?  Is  it  a  worthy  reward  of 
faithful  friends  to  accept  a  kindness  gladly, 
and  then  in  the  time  of  need  not  to  requite  the 
giver's  merit  ?  How  couldst  thou  have  served 
Christ  thy  Lord  all  this  time  without  the  help  of 
the  body  ?  .  .  .'  '  My  son,'  said  the  father, 
'  I  confess  that  this  is  most  true.  .  .  .'  And  he 
began  joyfully  to  address  his  body  thus  :  '  Rejoice, 
brother  body,  and  forgive  me,  for  behold  now  I 
gladly  fulfil  thy  desires,  and  gladly  hasten  to 
attend  to  thy  complaints.'  But  what  could  de- 
light his  frail  and  exhausted  body  now  ?  What 
could  sustain  that  which  had  given  way  on  every 
side  ?  Francis  was  now  dead  to  the  world,  but 
Christ  was  hving  in  him. — 2  CeL  211. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  PRAYER  IN  HIS  SUFFERINGS 

ONCE,  when  S.  Francis'  sufferings  were  more 
grievous  than  usual,  a  certain  simple 
brother  said  to  him  :  '  Brother,  pray  to  the  Lord 
that  He  deal  more  gently  with  thee,  for  He 
seemeth  to  be  laying  His  hand  more  heavily  upon 
thee  than  He  ought.'  On  hearing  this  the  holy 
man  cried  aloud  with  wailing,  and  said  :  '  If  I 
knew  not  the  simple  purity  that  is  in  thee  I  would 
shun  thy  company  henceforth,  for  that  thou  hast 
dared  to  judge  God's  judgments  upon  me  to  be 
reprehensible  ; '  and  then,  worn  out  as  he  was 
by  his  long  and  grievous  sickness,  he  dashed  his 
feeble  frame  to  the  ground,  and,  kissing  the 
ground,  said  :  '  I  yield  thee  thanks,  O  Lord  God, 
for  all  these  my  sufferings,  and  I  beseech  Thee, 
O  my  Lord,  to  add  to  them,  if  it  please  Thee,  a 
hundredfold,  for  this  will  be  most  acceptable  to 
me,  that  in  afflicting  me  with  suffering  Thou  spare 
not,  for  that  the  fulfilment  of  Thy  holy  will  is  to 
me  an  exceeding  great  consolation.' — Bonaventura 
xiv.  2. 
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S.  FRANCIS  REFRESHED  BY  PARSLEY 

ONE  night  towards  the  end  of  his  last  sick- 
ness the  blessed  Francis  desired  to  eat 
some  parsley,  and  humbly  asked  for  it.  When 
the  cook  was  called  to  bring  it,  he  answered  that 
he  could  not  then  gather  any  in  the  garden,  and 
said  :  '  I  have  been  picking  parsley  every  day, 
and  have  gathered  so  much  that  I  could  scarce 
find  any  more  even  by  daylight,  and  how  much 
less  could  I  distinguish  it  from  other  herbs  now 
that  it  is  dark  ?'  '  Go,  brother^'  said  the  holy 
man, '  never  mind,  and  bring  the  first  herbs  thou 
touchest.'  The  brother  went  into  the  garden, 
picked  the  wild  herbs  which  first  came  to  hand, 
for  he  saw  nothings  and  brought  them  to  the 
house.  The  brethren  looked  at  the  wild  herbs, 
turned  them  over  carefully,  and  found  among 
them  a  tender  leafy  bit  of  parsley,  of  which 
Francis  ate  a  little,  and  was  greatly  comforted. — 
2  Cel.  51. 
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OFFICIOUSNESS  OF  BROTHER  ELIAS 

["XT  THILE  S.  Francis  was  lying  in  his  last 
VV  sickness  at  the  palace  of  the  Bishop  of 
Assisi  he  often  caused  his  companions  to  sing  his 
*  Praises  of  the  Lord  '  for  the  consolation  of  those 
who  were  watching  outside.  Brother  Elias 
fearing  they  might  consider  that  this  display 
of  joy  was  unbecoming,  and  that  Francis  ought 
rather  to  be  thinking  of  death,  Francis  said  to 
him]  :  '  Rememberest  thou  how  at  Foligno  thou 
sawest  a  vision,  and  didst  tell  me  that  one  had 
told  thee  that  I  should  not  live  more  than  two 
years  ?  Before  thou  sawest  that  vision  ...  I 
often  used  to  think  of  my  end  by  day  and  night. 
But  from  the  hour  when  thou  sawest  that  vision 
I  have  been  still  more  careful  daily  to  consider 
the  day  of  my  death.'  And  forthwith  he  added, 
with  great  fervour  of  spirit  :  '  Brother,  let  me 
rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  in  His  praises,  and  in  my 
infirmities ;  for  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
working  with  me  I  am  so  united  and  joined  unto 
my  Lord  that  of  His  mercy  I  am  well  able  to  be 
joyful  in  Him,  the  Most  High.' — 5.  P.  121. 
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GOD  COMFORTS  S.  FRANCIS  IN  HIS 
EXTREMITY 

[/^NE  night  during  his  last  illness  the  bitter- 
V_>'  ness  of  his  sufferings  caused  S.  Francis  to 
feel  some  pity  for  himself],  but  by  praying  to 
Christ  he  preserved  the  shield  of  patience  un- 
moved. And  as  he  prayed,  amid  the  conflict 
there  was  vouchsafed  to  him  from  the  Lord  the 
promise  of  eternal  life  under  this  similitude  : 
'  If  the  whole  bulk  of  the  earth  were  gold  beyond 
price,  and  if  in  exchange  for  the  heavy  sufferings 
thou  art  enduring  all  thy  pain  were  removed, 
and  there  were  given  thee  for  a  reward  a  treasure 
of  glory  in  comparison  whereof  the  aforesaid 
gold  should  be  nothing,  and  unworthy  even  to 
be  named,  wouldst  not  thou  rejoice  and  gladly 
bear  what  thou  art  bearing  for  a  moment  ?'  'I 
should  rejoice  indeed,'  said  the  Saint  ;  '  yea,  and 
above  measure  I  should  rejoice.'  '  Exult,  then,' 
said  the  Lord  to  him,  '  for  thy  sickness  is  the 
earnest  of  My  kingdom,  and  do  thou,  secure 
through  the  merit  of  patience,  confidently  wait  to 
inherit  that  kingdom.' — 2  Cel.  213. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  MASTERY  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  ill  and  oppressed  by 
pain  everywhere,  his  companion  once 
said  to  him  :  '  Father,  thou  hast  ever  fled  for 
refuge  to  the  Scriptures,  they  have  ever  furnished 
remedies  for  thy  pains  ;  I  pray  thee  now  also  to 
have  something  read  to  thee  from  the  Prophets^ 
and  perhaps  thy  spirit  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord.' 
The  holy  man  answered  :  '  It  is  good  to  read  the 
testimonies  of  Scripture  ;  it  is  good  to  seek  out 
our  Lord  God  in  them  ;  but  for  myself  I  have 
already  mastered  so  much  of  the  Scriptures  that 
I  have  an  ample  store  for  meditation  and  reflec- 
tion. I  need  no  more,  my  son  ;  I  know  Christ, 
poor  and  crucified.' — 2  Cel.  105. 
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S.  FRANCIS  WELCOMES  '  SISTER  DEATH  ' 

[TT  THEN  he  was  lying  in  the  palace  of  the 
VV       Bishop  of  Assisi]  a  doctor  of  Arezzo, 
named  Buongiovanni  (Good  John),  who  was  very 
intimate  with  S.  Francis,  came  to  visit  him  ;  and 
S.    Francis    questioned    him,    saying :     '  What 
thinkest  thou,  brother  John,  of  this  my  sickness 
of  dropsy  ?'     (For  he  would  not  call  him  by  his 
proper  name,  because  he  never  would  name  any- 
one who  was  called  '  Good  '  out  of  reverence  for 
the  Lord,  who  said  :  '  No  one  is  good  save  God 
only ').    .    .    .     And   the    doctor    said   to   him  : 
'  Brother,  it  will  be  well  with  thee  by  God's  grace.' 
Again  S.  Francis  said  to  him  :  *  Tell  me  the  truth. 
What  thinkest  thou  ?     Fear  not  ...  for  by  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost  working  with  me  I  am  so 
united  with  my  Lord  that  I  am  equally  content 
to  die  or  to  live.'     So  the  doctor  said  to  him 
openly  :    '  Father,  according  to  our  physic  thy 
sickness  is  incurable,   and   I   believe  thou   wilt 
die  either  at  the  end  of  September  or  on  the  fourth 
of  October.'     Then  S.  Francis,  as  he  lay  in  bed, 
stretched  out  his  hands  to  the  Lord  with  great 
devotion  and  reverence,  and  said,  with  great  joy 
of  mind  and  body :  '  Welcome,  my  sister  Death.' 
— 5.  P.  122  (5  Redactio  i.). 
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HOW  S.  FRANCIS  BADE  BROTHER  ANGELO 

AND  BROTHER  LEO  SING  TO  HIM 

OF  '  SISTER  DEATH  ' 

[THvURING  his  last  illness  one  of  the  brethren 
JL/  said  to  S.  Francis] :  '  Father,  know  of  a 
surety  that  unless  the  Lord  should  send  thee 
medicine  from  heaven  thy  sickness  is  incurable, 
and  now,  as  the  physicians  have  already  said,  thou 
hast  but  a  short  time  to  live.  .  .  .'  Then  Francis, 
though  more  oppressed  by  infirmities  than  usual, 
seemed  to  derive  from  these  words  a  new  gladness 
of  mind  on  hearing  that  sister  Death  was  close 
upon  him,  and  with  great  fervour  of  spirit  he  said  : 
'  Therefore,  if  it  please  the  Lord  that  I  must  die 
soon,  call  me  brother  Angelo  and  brother  Leo, 
that  they  may  sing  to  me  of  sister  Death.  When 
these  two  brethren  were  come  before  him  full  of 
grief  and  woe,  they  sang  with  many  tears  the 
hymn  of  brother  Sun  and  the  other  creatures  of 
the  Lord  which  the  holy  man  himself  had  made, 
and  then  before  the  last  verse  of  the  hymn  he 
added  some  more  verses  about  sister  Death, 
saying  : 

'  Praised  be  Thou,  my  Lord,  for  our  sister,  the  death  of  the 
body,  from  whom  no  living  man  may  escape. 

'  Woe  to  them  who  shall  die  in  mortal  sins. 

'  Blessed  are  they  who  are  found  in  Thy  most  holy  will, 
for  the  second  death  shall  hurt  them  not.' 

s.  p.  123. 
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S.  FRANCIS  BLESSES  HIS  NATIVE  CITY 

WHEN  the  most  holy  father  had  been 
assured  both  by  the  Holy  Ghost  and  by 
the  physicians'  sentence  that  his  death  was  at 
hand,  while  he  was  still  at  the  Bishop's  palace,  and 
felt  that  his  sickness  was  continually  increasing, 
and  that  his  bodily  strength  was  failing,  he 
caused  himself  to  be  carried  in  his  bed  to  S.  Maria 
de  Portiuncula,  in  order  that  he  might  end  the 
life  of  the  body  in  the  place  where  he  had  begun 
to  experience  the  life  of  the  soul.  But  when 
the  bearers  were  come  to  the  hospital  that  is  in 
the  midst  of  the  way  by  which  you  go  from 
Assisi  to  S.  Maria,  he  told  them  to  set  the  bed 
down  on  the  ground,  and  (since  he  was  now  scarce 
able  to  see  by  reason  of  long  and  grievous 
infirmity  of  the  eyes)  he  caused  the  bed  to  be 
turned  so  that  they  might  keep  his  face  toward 
the  city  of  Assisi.  And  raising  himself  a  little 
in  the  bed,  he  blessed  the  city,  saying  :  '  Blessed 
be  thou  of  the  Lord,  city  faithful  to  God,  for 
through  thee  and  in  thee  shall  many  souls  be 
saved,  and  in  thee  many  servants  of  the  Most 
High  shall  dwell,  and  of  thee  shall  not  a  few 
righteous  be  elected  to  the  everlasting  kingdom.' 
— S.  P.  124  ;  Opusc,  448. 
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S.  FRANCIS  BLESSES  THE  BRETHREN,  AND, 
AFTER  CHRIST'S  EXAMPLE,  GIVES  A 
MORSEL  OF  BREAD  TO  EACH  ONE  OF 
THEM 

r^T  THEN  he  was  now  near  his  end  S.  Francis 
VV  sent  for  all  the  brethren  who  were  in 
the  place  where  he  was],  and  as  they  sat  around 
he  laid  his  right  hand  on  the  head  of  each  one, 
and  blessed  all  those  present  and  absent,  and 
those  who  should  enter  the  Order  until  the  end 
of  the  world.  Then,  desiring  in  his  death  to 
imitate  his  Lord  and  Master  whom  he  had 
perfectly  imitated  in  his  life,  he  sent  for  loaves 
and  blessed  them,  and  caused  them  to  be  broken 
into  many  small  pieces,  for  he  could  not  break 
them  himself  because  of  his  extreme  weakness. 
And  he  took  them  and  gave  a  piece  to  each  one 
of  the  brethren,  bidding  him  to  eat  it  all.  And 
as  the  Lord  before  His  death  would,  for  a  sign  of 
His  love,  eat  with  the  Apostles  on  Thursday,  so 
His  perfect  imitator,  the  blessed  Francis,  would 
show  the  same  sign  of  love  to  his  brethren.  And 
that  he  desired  to  do  this  after  the  likeness  of 
Christ  appears  from  his  having  asked  afterwards 
whether  the  day  were  Thursday ;  and  when  he 
learnt  that  it  was  not,  he  said  he  thought  it  had 
been  Thursday.-— 5.  P.  88  ;  2  Cel.  216. 
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HOW  S.  FRANCIS  KEPT  FAITH  WITH  LADY 
POVERTY  UNTO  THE  END 

rTT7HEN  he  was  now  nigh  unto  death  S. 
VV  Francis]  ordered  himself  to  be  laid  on 
the  bare  ground,  that  in  that  last  hour  wherein 
the  enemy  could  yet  rage  against  him  he  might 
wrestle  with  him  naked.  .  .  .  Laid  thus  on  the 
ground,  he  put  off  his  garment  of  sackcloth,  and 
raised  his  face  (as  he  was  wont)  to  heaven,  and, 
covering  with  his  left  hand  the  wound  in  his 
right  side  that  it  might  not  be  seen,  he  said  to 
the  brethren  :  '  I  have  done  my  duty,  may  Christ 
teach  you  yours.'  [The  brethren  wept  and  wailed 
greatly  at  this  sight,  and  when  their  sobs  were 
somewhat  abated],  his  Warden  (with  truer  know- 
ledge, through  Divine  inspiration,  of  the  Saint's 
wish)  hastily  rose,  took  the  tunic,  the  drawers 
and  the  little  cap  of  sackcloth,  and  said  to  the 
father  :  '  Know  that  this  tunic,  these  drawers,  and 
this  cap  have  been  lent  thee  by  me  by  order  of 
holy  obedience :  but  that  thou  mayest  know  that 
thou  hast  no  property  in  them  I  deprive  thee  of 
all  power  of  giving  them  to  anyone.'  S.  Francis 
rejoiced  and  exulted  for  gladness  of  heart,  for 
he  saw  that  he  had  kept  faith  with  the  Lady 
Poverty  even  to  the  end. — 2  Cel,  214,  215. 
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S.  FRANCIS  ON  HIS  DEATH-BED  COMFORTS 
THE  BRETHREN 

AS  the  hour  of  his  death  drew  near,  S.  Francis 
sent  for  all  the  brethren  in  the  place,  and 
soothed  them  with  comforting  words  touching 
his  decease,  and  exhorted  them  to  the  love  of 
God.  He  spoke  at  large  on  maintaining  patience, 
poverty,  and  the  faith  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Church,  putting  the  Holy  Gospel  before  all  other 
institutions.  As  the  brethren  sat  around  he 
stretched  forth  his  hands  over  them,  putting  his 
arms  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  because  he  ever  loved 
that  sign,  and  he  blessed  all  the  brethren  both 
present  and  absent  in  the  power  and  name  of 
the  Crucified.  And  he  added  :  '  Fare  ye  well,  all 
my  sons,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  remain  in 
it  always  ;  and  forasmuch  as  trial  and  tribulation 
is  at  hand,  happy  are  they  who  persevere  in  what 
they  have  begun.  .  .  .'  Then  he  asked  to  have 
read  to  him  the  passage  in  the  Gospel  according 
to  John  beginning,  '  Before  the  Feast  of  the 
Passover,'  etc. ;  while  he,  according  to  his  power, 
broke  out  into  the  words  of  the  Psalm,  '  I  cried 
unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice,'  and  continued  it 
to  the  end. — Bonaventura  xiv.  5. 
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HOW  THE  LARKS  SHOWED  THEIR  AFFECTION 
TO  S.  FRANCIS  AT  HIS  DEATH 

ABOVE  all  birds  S.  Francis  loved  that  little 
bird  the  lark,  which  is  called  in  the  vulgar 
tongue  Lodola  capellata  (hooded  lark).  And  he 
would  say  of  her  :  '  Sister  lark  has  a  hood  like  a 
Religious,  and  she  is  a  humble  bird,  for  she  gladly 
goes  along  the  way  to  look  for  grains  for  herself, 
and  if  she  find  any  among  the  dirt  she  pulls  them 
out  and  eats  them.  As  she  flies  she  praises  the 
Lord  very  sweetly,  like  good  Religious  who 
despise  earthly  things,  whose  conversation  is  ever 
in  heaven,  and  their  intention  ever  set  on  praising 
God.  .  .  .'  And  forasmuch  as  he  had  such 
thoughts  concerning  the  larks,  he  always  took 
great  pleasure  in  seeing  them.  Therefore  it 
pleased  the  Lord  that  these  holy  little  birds 
should  show  some  sign  of  their  affection  to  him 
in  the  hour  of  his  death.  For  late  in  the  after- 
noon before  the  night  when  he  passed  away  to 
the  Lord  a  great  multitude  of  larks  came  over 
the  roof  of  the  house  wherein  he  lay,  and  fluttered 
in  a  circle  round  the  roof,  and,  singing  sweetly j 
seemed  to  be  praising  the  Lord  together. — 
5.  P.  113. 


277  OCTOBER  3 


THE  WAILING  OF  THE  POOR  LADIES  AT 
S.  DAMIAN 

[AS  they  bore  Francis  to  his  burial]  they 
JLJL  reached  the  place  where  he  himself  had 
planted  the  Religion  and  Order  of  Sacred  Virgins 
and  Poor  Ladies,  and  here,  as  they  laid  him  in 
the  church  of  S.  Damian,  wherein  his  said 
daughters  dwelt  whom  he  had  won  to  the  Lord, 
a  little  window  was  opened  through  which  the 
handmaids  of  Christ  were  wont  at  the  appointed 
time  to  partake  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Body.  .  .  .  And  behold  the  Lady  Clara  .  .  .  the 
mother  of  the  rest,  came  with  her  daughters  to 
look  upon  the  father  that  spake  not  to  them,  and 
would  not  return  to  them,  for  he  was  hastening 
elsewhither.  And  looking  on  him  with  many 
tears,  they  began  to  cry  with  choked  voices : 
'  Father,  father,  what  shall  we  do  ?  Why  for- 
sakest  thou  us  in  our  misery,  and  to  whom  dost 
thou  leave  us  in  our  desolation  ?  Why  didst  thou 
not  send  us  before  thee  rejoicing  to  the  place 
whither  thou  art  going  ?  .  .  .  What  dost  thou  bid 
us  to  do  shut  up  thus  in  this  prison,  us  whom  thou 
determinest  never  more  to  visit  as  thou  usedst 
to  do  ?  .  .  .'  And  so  they  kissed  his  hands, 
adorned  with  most  precious  jewels  ;  and  when  he 
was  taken  away  the  gate  was  shut  upon  them, 
which  shall  never  more  be  opened  to  such  woe. — 
I  Cel.  ii6,  117. 

OCTOBER  4  278 


HOW  S.  FRANCIS  APPEARED  TO  ONE  OF 
THE  BRETHREN 

ON  the  night  and  at  the  hour  when  S.  Francis 
died,  the  glorious  father  appeared  to  one 
of  the  brethren  (a  man  of  praiseworthy  life  who 
was  then  absorbed  in  prayer)  clothed  in  a  purple 
dalmatic,  and  followed  by  a  countless  multitude 
of  men,  from  which  multitude  several  detached 
themselves,  and  said  to  that  brother  :  '  Is  not  this 
Christ,  brother  ?'  And  he  replied  :  'It  is  He.' 
Others  again  asked  him  :  '  Is  not  this  S.  Francis  ?' 
And  the  brother  gave  the  like  answer  *  that  it  was 
he.'  Truly  it  seemed  to  the  brother  and  to  aU 
the  multitude  that  the  person  of  Christ  and  of 
S.  Francis  was  one,  a  judgment  which  seems  by 
no  means  temerarious  to  those  of  sound  under- 
standing, since  he  who  cleaves  to  God  is  one 
spirit  with  Him,  and  God  Himself  shall  be  all  in 
all. — 2  Cel.  219. 


279  OCTOBER  S 


A  RELIC  AT  LA  VERNA 

A  CELL  was  made  on  the  mountain  of  La 
Verna,  wherein  the  servant  of  God  did  most 
severe  penance  for  forty  days.  When  he  departed 
thence  at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  cell,  being 
in  a  lonely  place,  remained  untenanted,  and  an 
earthen  vessel,  out  of  which  the  Saint  used  to 
drink,  was  left  there.  It  happened  that  when 
some  men  visited  the  spot  later  out  of  reverence 
for  the  Saint,  they  found  that  vessel  full  of  bees, 
who  with  wondrous  skill  were  building  their 
little  cells  therein,  surely  signifying  the  sweetness 
of  contemplation  which  the  servant  of  God  had 
there  enjoyed. — 2  Cel.  169. 


OCTOBER  6  280 


S.  FRANCIS  BLESSES  THE  BRETHREN 

r/^NCE  when  S.  Francis  was  in  grievous  sick- 
v^  ness,  and  it  seemed  as  if  he  must  die, 
some  of  the  brethren  came  about  him,  and  after 
bitter  lamentations  asked  for  his  blessing.  Then 
he  said  to  them]  :  '  Call  me  brother  Benedict  of 
Pirato.'  This  was  a  holy  and  discreet  priest  who 
used  to  celebrate  sometimes  for  S.  Francis  where 
he  was  lying  sick,  for  always  when  he  was  able 
he  wished  to  have  or  to  hear  Mass,  however  sick 
he  might  be.  When  brother  Benedict  was  come, 
Francis  said  :  '  Write  that  I  bless  all  my  brethren 
who  are  in  the  Order,  and  who  shall  come  into  it 
even  to  the  end  of  the  world.  And  since  I  cannot 
speak  for  weakness  and  the  pain  of  my  sickness,  I 
declare  my  will  and  intention  briefly  to  all  the 
brethren  present  and  to  come  in  these  three 
words — namely,  that  as  a  token  of  my  memory, 
my  blessing,  and  my  testament,  they  ever  love 
one  another  as  I  have  loved  and  love  them  ;  that 
they  ever  love  and  observe  Poverty,  our  Lady, 
and  ever  be  faithful  subjects  to  the  prelates  and 
clergy  of  Holy  Mother  Church.'— S.  P.  Sj. 


281  OCTOBER  7 


S.  FRANCIS'  TENDER  CARE  FOR  THE 
BRETHREN 

WHEN  S.  Francis  could  not  rest  because  of 
the  pain  of  his  infirmities,  and  saw  that 
the  brethren  were  greatly  distracted  and  wearied 
on  his  account  ...  he  began  to  fear  lest,  by  reason 
of  their  excessive  toil  for  him,  they  might  in  the 
slightest  degree  offend  God  by  any  little  im- 
patience. And  so  he  said  once  to  his  companions 
with  tender  pity  :  '  Dearest  brethren  and  my  sons, 
let  it  not  weary  you  to  toil  on  account  of  my 
sickness,  for  that  the  Lord  for  the  sake  of  me. 
His  little  servant,  shall  restore  you  in  this  world 
and  the  next  all  the  fruit  of  those  deeds  which  in 
caring  for  my  sickness  you  are  not  now  able  to 
perform.  Nay,  your  gain  is  much  greater  than  if 
you  were  toiling  for  yourselves,  inasmuch  as  he 
who  is  helping  me  is  helping  the  whole  Religion 
and  life  of  the  brethren.  And  ye  may  even  say  : 
"  We  are  spending  on  thee,  and  the  Lord  will  be 
our  debtor  on  thy  behalf."  '—5.  P.  89. 


OCTOBER  8  282 


HOW  THOSE  IN  AUTHORITY  SHOULD 
BEHAVE  THEMSELVES 

[T N  his  latter  days  S.  Francis]  used  to  say  that 
JL  it  was  good  and  acceptable  before  God  to 
have  charge  of  others,  and  that  those  ought  to 
undertake  the  care  of  souls  who  should  seek 
naught  therein  of  their  own,  but  should  always 
give  heed  to  the  will  of  God  in  all  things — such 
men  as  should  put  nothing  before  their  own 
salvation,  should  attend  not  to  the  applause,  but 
to  the  profit  of  those  put  under  them,  seeking  not 
pomp  in  the  sight  of  men,  but  glory  before  God ; 
such  men  as  should  not  strive  after  office,  but  fear 
it ;  such  men  as  should  not  be  puffed  up  by  it 
when  they  got  it,  but  humbled,  and  when  it  was 
taken  away  from  them  should  not  be  cast  down, 
but  exalted.  But  especially  at  that  time,  when 
wickedness  had  grown  to  such  excess,  and  iniquity 
abounded,,  he  pronounced  that  it  was  dangerous 
to  rule  and  more  profitable  to  be  ruled. — i  CeL 
104. 


283  OCTOBER  9 


THE  PRAISES  OF  GOD 

*'T^HOU  art  the  holy  Lord  God,  Thou  art  the 
X  God  of  gods  who  only  doest  wondrous 
things.  Thou  art  strong,  Thou  art  great,  Thou 
art  most  high,  Thou  art  almighty,  Thou  art  the 
holy  Father,  the  King  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  Thou 
art  the  triune  God,  Thou  art  good,  Thou  art  all 
good,  the  highest  good,  the  Lord  God  one  and 
true.  Thou  art  love  and  charity.  Thou  art 
wisdom,  Thou  art  humility,  Thou  art  patience, 
Thou  art  beauty.  Thou  art  security,  Thou  art 
rest.  Thou  art  joy,  Thou  art  our  hope  and  gladness, 
Thou  art  justice  and  temperance,  Thou  art  forti- 
tude and  prudence,  Thou  art  all-sufficing  riches, 
Thou  art  gentleness.  Thou  art  the  protector, 
guard,  and  defender,  Thou  art  our  refuge  and 
strength,  Thou  art  our  hope,  Thou  art  our  faith, 
Thou  art  our  great  sweetness.  Thou  art  our 
eternal  life,  the  great  and  wonderful  Lord,  the 
Almighty  Godj  the  merciful  Saviour. — Opusc.  89. 


OCTOBER    10  284 


S.  FRANCIS'  HUMILITY 

HUMILITY  is  the  guard  and  ornament  of 
all  the  virtues.  When  the  spiritual  build- 
ing does  not  rest  on  this  foundation  it  tends  to 
fall  even  when  it  seems  to  be  growing.  That 
nothing  might  be  wanting  to  a  man  adorned  with 
so  many  gifts,  this  grace  filled  S.  Francis  in  more 
abundant  measure,  for  he  reputed  himself  nothing 
but  a  sinner,  whereas  he  was  the  ornament  and 
splendour  of  every  kind  of  holiness.  In  order 
that  he  might  lay  the  foundation  which  he  had 
learnt  from  Christ,  he  strove  to  build  himself  on 
this  virtue  of  humility.  Forgetful  of  the  things 
he  had  gained,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  his  failings 
alone,  considering  that  more  was  lacking  to  him 
than  was  present  with  him.  The  only  thing  he 
coveted  was  to  become  better,  and  to  add  fresh 
virtues  to  the  former,  wherewith  he  was  not 
content. — 2  Cel.  140. 


285  OCTOBER  II 


S.  FRANCIS'  CARE  TO  BE  AN  EXAMPLE  TO 
THE  BRETHREN 

WHENEVER  the  hardness  of  his  own  life 
was  blamed,  S.  Francis  answered  that 
he  had  been  given  to  the  Order  for  a  pattern, 
that,  like  an  eagle,  he  might  incite  his  young  ones 
to  fly  :  and  accordingly,  though  his  innocent  flesh, 
which  was  already  subjecting  itself  voluntarily 
to  the  spirit,  needed  no  scourge  for  offences  com- 
mitted, still,  for  example's  sake^  he  renewed  his 
chastisement  of  it,  only  keeping  to  these  hard 
ways  on  account  of  others.  And  rightly,  for 
more  regard  is  paid  to  the  deeds  than  to  the 
words  of  those  in  authority.  It  was  by  his  deeds 
that  the  father  discoursed  most  sweetly,  persuaded 
most  readily,  and  proved  most  surely. — 2  Cel.  173. 


OCTOBER  12  286 


FROM  S.  FRANCIS'  LETTER  TO  ALL  THE 
FAITHFUL 

*T  ET  those  who  have  received  authority  to 
-L/  judge  ever  exercise  judgment  with  mercy, 
even  as  they  would  themselves  obtain  mercy 
from  the  Lord.  For  he  shall  have  judgment 
without  mercy  who  doeth  not  mercy.  Let  us, 
therefore,  have  charity  and  humility,  and  let  us 
give  alms,  for  these  shall  wash  our  souls  from  the 
defilements  of  sins.  For  men  lose  all  that  they 
leave  behind  them  in  this  world,  but  they  carry 
with  them  the  wages  of  charity  and  the  alms  that 
they  have  done,  for  which  they  shall  receive  from 
the  Lord  a  reward  and  worthy  recompense.  We 
ought  also  to  fast  and  abstain  from  vices  and  sins 
and  from  superfluity  in  food  and  drink,  and  to 
be  Catholics.  We  ought  also  to  visit  churches 
frequently,  and  to  reverence  the  clergy  for  the 
sake  of  their  office  and  administration  of  the 
most  holy  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ  which  they 
sacrifice,  receive,  and  administer  to  others.  And 
know  we  all  of  a  surety  that  none  can  be  saved 
but  by  the  Blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by 
the  holy  words  of  the  Lord  which  the  clergy 
utter,  proclaim,  and  administer,  and  which  they 
alone  and  none  others  ought  to  minister. — 
Epist.  ii.  (Opusc.  8,  lo). 


287  OCTOBER  13 


S.  FRANCIS  TEACHES  BROTHER  ANGELO 
NOT  TO  FEAR  DEVILS 

S  FRANCIS  heard  that  one  of  the  brethren 
•  named  Angelo  was  sore  afraid  of  the  evil 
angels  by  reason  of  a  terrible  fight  he  had  had 
with  them.  S.  Francis  sent  for  him,  and  he  con- 
fessed that  this  was  so,  and  further  begged  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  have  a  companion  to  sleep 
with  him  in  his  cell  by  night,  for  he  said  that 
night -fears  were  greater  and  more  troublesome 
than  day-fears.  '  Come,  thou  fearful  one,'  said 
the  blessed  father,  '  why  fearest  thou  weak  and 
feeble  foes,  all  whose  strength  and  power,  as  thou 
well  knowest,  are  under  God's  control  ?  And 
that  thou  mayest  prove  this,  I  bid  thee  go  to-night 
to  the  top  of  yonder  mountain  alone,  and  say  with 
a  loud  voice  :  '  Ye  proud  devils,  come  to  me  now, 
all  of  you,  do  your  worst,  and  exercise  your  fury 
upon  me  !'  With  humility  he  did  so,  and  no 
devil  came  near  him ;  and  thenceforth  he  cast 
aside  all  his  fear. — Opusc.  390. 


OCTOBER  14  288 


OF  REVERENCING  THE  CLERGY 

♦T3LESSED  is  the  servant  who  puts  trust  in 
JD  the  clergy  who  live  uprightly  according 
to  the  form  of  the  Holy  Roman  Church,  and  woe 
to  those  who  despise  them ;  for,  though  they  be 
sinners,  no  man  ought  to  judge  them,  for  that 
the  Lord  Himself  alone  reserves  them  for  Himself 
to  judge.  For  by  how  much  greater  than  all 
others  is  their  ministry  of  the  most  holy  Body 
and  Blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  which  they 
receive  and  alone  minister  to  others,  by  so  much 
greater  is  the  sin  of  those  who  sin  against  them 
than  that  of  those  who  sin  against  any  other  men 
in  this  world. — Opusc.  74. 

*  T  ET  all  the  brethren  be  Catholics,  and  live 
JL/  and  speak  as  such.  But  if  any  one  shall 
have  erred  from  the  Catholic  faith  and  life  in 
word  or  in  deed,  let  him  be  utterly  driven  out 
from  our  brotherhood.  And  let  us  hold  all  the 
clergy  and  all  Religious  as  lords  in  those  things 
which  concern  the  salvation  of  the  soul,  and  are 
not  inconsistent  with  our  own  Religion.  And  let 
us  revere  their  Order,  office,  and  administration 
in  the  Lord. — Regula  i.  19  (Opusc.  148). 


289  T  OCTOBER  15 


S.  FRANCIS'  AFFECTION  FOR  THE  SUN  AND 
FOR  FIRE 

ABOVE  all  creatures  void  of  reason,  S.  Francis 
loved  the  sun  and  fire  with  most  affection, 
for  he  used  to  say  :  '  In  the  morning  when  the 
sun  rises  every  man  ought  to  praise  God  who 
created  him  for  our  profit,  for  by  him  our  eyes 
are  enlightened  by  day ;  and  in  the  evening,  when 
night  comes  on,  every  man  ought  to  give  praise 
for  brother  fire,  because  by  him  our  eyes  are 
enlightened  by  night.  For  we  are  all,  as  it  were, 
blind,  and  the  Lord  by  these  two  brothers  en- 
lightens our  eyes,  and  therefore  we  ought  specially 
to  praise  the  Creator  for  these  and  the  other 
creatures  which  we  daily  use.'  Which  thing  he 
himself  also  always  did  down  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  Nay,  when  he  was  oppressed  with 
grievous  sickness  he  himself  would  begin  to  sing 
the  '  Praises  of  the  Lord '  which  he  had  made 
concerning  the  creatures,  and  then  he  would  make 
his  companions  sing  them,  so  that  he  might 
forget  the  bitterness  of  his  sufferings  and  in- 
firmities in  the  consideration  of  the  praise  of  the 
Lord. — 5.  P.  119. 


OCTOBER  16  290 


S.  FRANCIS'  AFFECTION  FOR  WATER 

NEXT  after  fire  S.  Francis  singularly  loved 
water,  because  by  it  is  represented  the  holy 
penitence  and  tribulation  whereby  the  defilements 
of  the  soul  are  washed  away,  and  because  the  first 
washing  of  the  soul  is  done  by  the  water  of 
baptism.  And  so  when  he  washed  his  hands  he 
would  choose  such  a  place  that  the  water  which 
fell  should  not  be  trodden  by  his  feet.  Also  in 
going  over  stones  he  walked  with  great  trembling 
and  reverence,  for  love  of  Him  who  is  called  the 
Rock ;  wherefore,  in  saying  those  words  of  the 
Psalm,  '  Upon  a  rock  hast  Thou  exalted  me,'  he 
said,  out  of  his  great  reverence  and  devotion, 
'  Beneath  the  foot  of  a  rock  hast  Thou  exalted 
me.'  Moreover,  he  used  to  bid  the  brother  who 
cut  and  made  ready  the  firewood  never  to  cut 
down  a  whole  tree,  in  order  that  some  part  of  the 
tree  might  always  remain  entire,  for  love  of  Him 
whose  will  it  was  to  work  our  salvation  on  the 
wood  of  the  cross. — 5.  P.  ii8. 


291  T  2  OCTOBER  17 


ADMONITIONS  OF  S.  FRANCIS 

*  T3  Y  these  marks  may  it  be  known  whether 

j3  the  servant  of  God  has  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  :  If  when  the  Lord  works  some  good  through 
him  his  flesh  is  not  Hfted  up  thereby  (for  the  flesh 
is  ever  contrary  to  all  good),  but  if  rather  he  holds 
himself  of  less  account  in  his  own  sight,  and 
esteems  himself  the  least  among  all  other  men. 

*It  is  impossible  for  it  to  be  known  how  much 
patience  and  humility  the  servant  of  God  has  so 
long  as  he  is  satisfied  as  regards  what  he  wishes 
or  what  he  needs.  But  when  the  time  comes  that 
they  who  ought  to  give  him  satisfaction  do  the 
contrary,  the  amount  of  patience  and  humility 
he  shows  then  (and  no  more)  is  the  measure  of 
the  patience  and  humility  that  he  has. 

*Blessed  is  that  servant  who  does  not  exalt  him- 
self more  concerning  the  good  that  the  Lord  says 
and  does  through  him  than  concerning  the  good 
that  He  says  and  does  through  another.  For 
that  man  sins  who  wishes  to  receive  more  from 
his  neighbour  than  he  wishes  to  give  of  himself  to 
the  Lord  God. 

♦Blessed  is  the  man  who  supports  his  neighbour 
according  to  the  measure  of  his  weakness  in  that 
wherein  he,  if  in  the  like  case,  would  wish  to  be 
supported  by  his  neighbour. — Of  use.  66,  68,  70. 
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THE  HUMILITY  OF  BROTHER  MASSEO 

WHEN  S.  Francis  and  his  companions  were 
once  dwelling  in  some  solitary  place  he 
gathered  them  all  together,  and  said  to  brother 
Masseo  :  *  Brother,  all  these  thy  companions  have 
the  grace  of  prayer  and  contemplation,  but  thou 
hast  the  grace  of  utterance  to  give  satisfaction  to 
strangers.  Wherefore  I  will  that,  in  order  that 
these  others  may  be  the  better  able  to  attend  to 
prayer  and  contemplation,  thou  act  as  porter, 
alms-seeker,  and  cook,  so  that  no  one  beside  thee 
shall  have  any  call  for  temporal  things.  When 
the  brethren  shall  eat,  thou  shalt  eat  outside,  so 
that  before  any  strangers  knock  at  the  gate  thou 
mayest  satisfy  them  with  some  good  words ;  and 
so  no  one  need  go  out  except  thee.  And  thus 
shalt  thou  do  in  merit  of  saving  obedience.' 
Masseo  bowed  his  head,  drew  off  his  hood,  and 
humbly  obeyed,  and  so  for  several  days  he  kept 
the  gate,  went  for  alms,  and  humbly  cooked  for 
the  brethren. — An.  Fr.  iii.  115. 


293  OCTOBER    19 


THE  HUMILITY  OF  BROTHER  MASSEO 

(continued) 

BUT  brother  Masseo's  companions  felt  a 
great  struggle  in  their  hearts,  because  he 
was  a  man  of  as  great  perfection  and  prayer  as 
they,  and  greater,  and  yet  the  whole  weight  of  the 
service  of  the  convent  had  been  put  upon  him. 
So  they  begged  their  holy  father  to  distribute 
those  offices  among  them,  for  their  consciences 
could  not  bear  that  so  many  burdens  should  be 
laid  on  him.  When  S.  Francis  heard  this  he  called 
brother  Masseo,  and  said  :  '  Thy  companions 
wish  to  share  in  the  duties  I  have  laid  on  thee, 
and  therefore  I  will  that  they  be  divided  among 
you.'  '  Father,'  answered  Masseo  humbly  and 
patiently,  '  whatsoever  thou  layest  upon  me  in 
whole  or  in  part,  I  deem  it  all  to  be  done  by  God.' 
Then  S.  Francis,  seeing  this  charity  of  the  others 
and  the  humility  of  brother  Masseo,  preached 
to  them  in  wondrous  fashion  concerning  holy 
humility,  and  afterwards  distributed  the  offices 
among  them,  and  blessed  them  all  with  the  grace 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. — An.  Fr.  iii.  115,  116. 
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FROM  S.  FRANCIS'  LETTER  TO  ALL  THE 
FAITHFUL 

*T  ET  US  not  be  wise  and  prudent  after  the 
L-^  flesh,  but  simple,  humble,  and  pure.  .  .  . 
Never  ought  we  to  desire  to  be  above  others,  but 
rather  to  be  in  submission  and  subjection  to  every 
human  creature  for  God's  sake.  And  upon  all 
who  shall  have  wrought  such  things  and  perse- 
vered therein  unto  the  end  shall  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  rest,  and  He  shall  make  His  abode  and 
dwelling  in  them,  and  they  shall  be  the  children 
of  the  heavenly  Father  whose  works  they  do, 
and  they  are  the  brides,  the  brothers,  and  the 
mothers  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  brides 
when  the  faithful  soul  is  joined  to  Jesus  Christ  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  ;  we  are  His  brothers  when  we  do 
the  will  of  His  Father  who  is  in  heaven  ;  we  are 
His  mothers  when  we  bear  Him  in  our  heart  and 
body  by  love  and  a  pure  conscience,  and  bring 
Him  to  birth  by  doing  good  works  which  must 
shine  for  an  example  to  others.  O  how  glorious 
and  how  great  it  is  to  have  a  Father  in  heaven  ! 
O  how  holy,  fair,  and  amiable  to  have  a  Bride- 
groom in  heaven  !  O  how  holy  and  delightsome, 
well-pleasing,  humble,  peaceable,  sweet,  amiable, 
and  above  all  things  to  be  desired,  to  have  such  a 
Brother  who  laid  down  His  life  for  His  sheep  ! — 
Epist.  ii.  (Opusc.  12). 

295  OCTOBER  21 


BROTHER  GILES  ON  THE  ENDURANCE  OF 
TRIBULATION 

ONE  of  the  brethren  said  to  brother  Giles  : 
'  Father,  if  great  adversities  or  tribulations 
come  in  our  time  what  are  we  to  do  ?'  He 
answered  :  '  My  brother,  I  would  have  thee  know 
that  if  the  Lord  rained  arrows  out  of  heaven  they 
could  not  hurt  us  if  we  were  such  as  we  ought  to 
be  ;  for  if  a  man  were  in  truth  such  as  he  ought  to 
be,  every  ill,  every  tribulation,  would  be  turned 
for  him  into  good ;  and  so  in  like  manner  to  the 
man  who  has  an  evil  will  all  good  things  are 
turned  to  evil  and  judgment.  If  thou  wilt  be 
saved  and  go  to  the  glory  of  heaven,  thou  must 
never  desire  that  any  vengeance  or  punishment 
be  inflicted  on  any  creature,  for  the  inheritance 
of  the  Saints  is  always  to  do  good  and  always  to 
receive  evil.  If  thou  didst  truly  know  how  and 
how  grievously  thou  hast  offended  thy  Creator, 
thou  wouldst  acknowledge  that  it  is  meet  and 
right  that  all  creatures  should  persecute  thee,  and 
give  thee  punishment  and  tribulation  to  avenge 
the  offences  thou  hast  done  to  their  Creator. — 
Fioretti  243,  244. 
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S.  FRANCIS,  DISTRESSED  BY  THE  EVIL 

EXAMPLE  OF  THE  BRETHREN,  IS  COMFORTED 

BY  THE  LORD 

[TI^RANCIS,  being  distressed  by  the  evil 
A  example  of  some  of  the  brethren,  betook 
himself  to  prayer,  and  thereupon  the  Lord  said 
unto  him]  :  '  Tell  Me,  thou  simple  and  unlettered 
mannikin,  wherefore  thou  art  sad  when  anyone 
leaves  the  Order,  and  when  the  brethren  walk 
not  by  the  way  I  have  shown  thee  ?  Tell  Me  also 
who  planted  this  Religion  of  the  brethren  ? 
Who  is  it  who  turns  man  to  repentance  ?  Who 
gives  the  power  to  persevere  therein  ?  Is  it 
not  I  ?  I  chose  thee  not  to  set  thee  over  My 
family  as  a  learned  and  eloquent  man,  but  I 
chose  thee  as  a  simple  man,  that  both  thou  and 
others  may  know  that  I  will  watch  over  My  flock  ; 
and  I  have  set  thee  as  a  sign  to  them  that  it  may 
be  their  duty  to  work  in  themselves  those  things 
that  I  work  in  thee.  .  .  .  And  that  thou  mayest 
know  how  that  I  freely  love  the  life  and  Religion 
of  the  brethren,  even  though  there  should  remain 
but  three  brethren  in  the  whole  Religion,  yet  shall 
that  be  My  Religion,  nor  will  I  forsake  it  for  ever.' 
And  S.  Francis  was  greatly  comforted  by  these 
words,  for  he  was  grieved  beyond  measure  when- 
ever he  heard  of  any  evil  example  among  the 
brethren. — 5.  P.  8i  (40  Redactio  i.). 
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OF  THE  DUTY  OF  MEDITATING  ON  CHRIST'S 
PASSION 

EVER  have  before  your  eyes  the  way  of 
humOity  and  poverty  and  of  the  holy  Cross, 
along  which  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  driven  us. 
Consider  that  if  it  was  needful  for  His  Divine 
Majesty  to  enter  into  His  glory  through  suffering, 
much  more  will  it  be  necessary  for  us,  such 
monstrous  sinners  as  we  are,  to  go  by  the  way  of 
the  Cross  and  Passion.  ...  A  good  will  and 
longing  to  imitate  our  Saviour's  Passion  is  a 
peculiar  gift  which  the  Holy  Ghost  gives  to  the 
soul  that  truly  loves  and  serves  God,  for  the 
soul  which  sticks  to  its  own  likings  alone,  and  is 
fond  of  itself  alone,  does  not  love,  but  rather 
shrinks  from  this  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
deems  it  not  necessary  to  become  a  sharer  in 
Christ's  Passion  in  order  to  win  perfection.  Nay, 
promising  itself  greater  advantage  by  other 
roads,  which  are  not  true  roads,  but  hidden  preci- 
pices, and  fleeing  from  the  gall  of  tribulation  by 
human  and  self-willed  contrivances,  it  has  its 
heart  fixed  in  its  own  affections  and  blinded  by 
them,  asserting  that  it  can  serve  God  better  in 
such-like  freedom  of  life.  Nor  does  it  care  in 
the  smallest  measure  for  the  countless  delights 
which  that  soul  inwardly  receives  that  has  been 
wholly  absorbed  in  such  contemplation,  and  in 
suffering  with  its  Lord,  for  these  cannot  be  tasted 
unless  some  tribulation  have  been  suffered  for 
Christ. — Opusc.  276. 
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OF  SUFFERING  WITH  CHRIST 

THE  soul  that  has  been  cleansed  and  stripped 
of  its  own  affections  humbly  allows  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  guide  it  and  to  work  in  it  at  His 
good  pleasure  as  the  best  master  of  that  unex- 
ampled teaching  which  the  Lord  has  left  written 
in  the  books  of  His  humility,  His  patience,  and 
His  Passion,  which  are  the  sure  roads  to  Christian 
perfection.  Wherefore  that  soul  which  has  ob- 
tained purification  from  God  vehemently  longs  to 
be  transformed  into  those  sufferings  of  His,  com- 
paring all  other  roads  and  consolations  to  mortal 
foods  which  perish,  and  this  one  alone  to  the 
healing  medicine  which  is  bitter  to  taste  but  most 
sweet  in  operation.  Wherefore,  preferring  health 
to  taste,  that  soul  proves  how  wondrous  is  the 
sweetness  of  the  abiding  life  that  despises  mo- 
mentary and  mortal  consolation,  and  clearly 
proves  that  its  love  can  rest  in  nothing  else  more 
perfectly  than  in  the  loving  suffering  with  Christ, 
and  that  the  more  it  is  transformed  into  Christ 
crucified,  the  more  it  is  transformed  into  God 
exalted  and  glorious. — Opusc.  278. 


299  OCTOBER   25 


OF  TAKING  UP  THE  CROSS 

THE  Manhood  is  never  separated  from  the 
Godhead,  and  Christ  Himself  prayed  the 
Father,  saying  :   '  I  will  that  where  I  am  Mine 
may  be   also.'     And   so  the   soul   contemplates 
either  state  of  the  Lord  to  the  end  it  may  never 
be  separated  from  Him.     For  if  the  soul  flies 
from  Him  in  His  Passion  it  shall  be  separated  from 
Him  in  His  glory,  according  to  the  Apostle  Paul's 
words :  '  If,  however,  we  suffer  with  Him,  that  we 
may  be  also  glorified  with  Him.'     The  soul,  there- 
fore, contemplates  Christ  mortal  and  immortal, 
and  of  these  states  one  is  that  of  those  who  still 
are  running,  the  other  that  of  those  who  have 
already   received   the  prize.     Wherefore,  as   the 
prize  is  only  given  to  those  who  run,  so  heaven  is 
only  given  to  those  who  take  up  the  Cross,  for  the 
servant  ought  not  to  be  better  off  than  the  Lord, 
nor  the  disciple  above  the  master.     Accordingly 
we  see  that  God  imparts  His  grace  to  them  who 
in  this  way  follow  Him,  and  contrariwise  that 
He  takes  it  away  from  those  presumptuous  ones 
who  say  that  they  will  be  united  to  Him  by 
means  of  other   chimeras,  yet  never  get  away 
from  themselves ;   but   at   last   they  come  to  a 
miserable  end. — Opusc.  280. 
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BROTHER  JUNIPER'S  PITY  FOR  THE  POOR 

BROTHER  JUNIPER  was  so  moved  by  pity 
for  the  poor  that  if  ever  he  met  with  anyone 
who  seemed  more  poorly  clad  than  himself  he 
at  once  cut  off  a  sleeve,  or  the  hood,  or  some 
piece  of  his  tunic,  and  gave  it  to  the  poor  man ; 
wherefore  the  Warden  forbade  him  to  give  away 
his  tunic  or  any  part  of  it.  One  day,  meeting  a 
poor  man, almost  naked,  who  asked  alms  of  him, he 
said  :  '  I  have  nothing  to  give  thee  but  my  tunic, 
which  I  am  forbidden  to  give  by  my  Superior. 
But  if  thou  wilt  strip  it  off  me  I  will  not  resist.' 
So  the  poor  man  stripped  him,  took  the  tunic, 
and  left  brother  Juniper  naked.  When  he 
returned  to  the  convent  he  was  asked  where  his 
tunic  was.  '  A  good  man  took  it  off  my  back  and 
went  away  with  it,'  answered  he. — An.  Fr.  iii. 
58  ;  Fioretti  209. 
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BROTHER  GILES  REBUKES  A  MURMURING 
RELIGIOUS 

A  RELIGIOUS  was  once  murmuring  at  his 
Superior  in  brother  Giles'  presence  on 
account  of  a  hard  thing  he  had  ordered  him  to 
do.  Brother  Giles  said  to  him  :  '  Dear  brother, 
the  more  thou  murmurest  the  more  thou  increasest 
thy  burden,  and  the  heavier  it  will  be  for  thee  to 
bear ;  and  the  more  humbly  and  devotedly  thou 
shalt  bow  thy  neck  under  the  yoke  of  holy 
obedience,  the  lighter  and  sweeter  that  obedience 
will  be  to  bear.  But  methinks  thou  art  not  willing 
to  be  reproached  in  this  world  for  Christ's  sake, 
and  yet  wouldst  be  honoured  with  Christ  in  the 
other  ;  thou  art  not  willing  to  be  persecuted  in 
this  world,  nor  to  be  accursed  for  Christ,  and  yet 
wouldst  be  blessed  and  received  by  Christ  in  the 
other  ;  thou  wouldst  not  toil  in  this  world,  and  yet 
wouldst  rest  in  the  other.  Brother,  brother,  thou 
art  woefully  mistaken,  for  it  is  by  the  way  of 
abjectness,  shame,  and  reproach  that  man 
attains  to  the  true  honour  of  heaven,  and  it  is 
by  bearing  derision  and  cursing  patiently  for 
Christ's  sake  that  man  attains  to  Christ's  glory.' — 
Fioretti  244. 
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ADMONITIONS  OF  S.  FRANCIS 

*  13  LESSED  is  the  servant  who  bears  chastening, 
jL)  accusation,  and  reproof  as  patiently  from 
another  as  from  himself.  Blessed  is  the  servant 
who  when  reproved  takes  it  meekly,  obeys  with 
compunction,  makes  humble  confession  and 
willing  satisfaction.  Blessed  is  the  servant  who 
is  not  swift  to  excuse  himself,  but  humbly  bears 
shame  and  rebuke  for  sin  where  he  has  committed 
no  fault. 

♦Blessed  is  the  servant  who  shall  be  found  as 
humble  among  his  inferiors  as  if  he  were  among 
his  lords.  Blessed  is  the  servant  who  ever  abides 
under  the  rod  of  correction.  Faithful  and  wise 
is  the  servant  who,  whensoever  he  offends,  delays 
not  the  inward  punishment  of  contrition  and  the 
outward  of  confession  and  satisfaction  by  deed. — 
Opusc.  72,  74. 
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BROTHER  GILES  ON  THE  FEAR  OF  GOD 

MORE  than  any  other  of  his  enemies  must 
man  fear  lest  his  own  wickedness  conquer 
or  deceive  him.  .  .  .  He  who  has  no  fear  of  God 
runs  the  risk  of  perishing  and  of  being  wholly  lost. 
The  fear  of  God  makes  man  obey  humbly  and  bow 
his  head  under  the  yoke  of  obedience,  and  the 
more  he  possesses  of  this  fear,  the  more  fervently 
does  he  worship.  The  gift  of  prayer  is  no  small 
gift  to  him  on  whom  it  has  been  bestowed.  Men's 
virtuous  actions,  how  great  soever  I  may  deem 
them,  are  not  reckoned  or  rewarded  according  to 
our  scrutiny,  but  according  to  the  good  pleasure 
of  God,  for  God  regards  not  the  quantity  of  the 
toil,  but  the  quantity  of  the  love  and  humility. 
Wherefore  the  safest  course  for  us  is  ever  to  love 
and  fear  with  humility,  and  never  to  trust  in  our- 
selves for  any  good  thing,  always  regarding  with 
suspicion  thoughts  that  arise  in  the  mind  under  a 
semblance  of  good. — Fioretti  241. 
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AGAINST  MORBID  ANXIETY 

A  CERTAIN  brother  once  questioned  brother 
Giles,  saying  :  '  What  am  I  to  do  ?  If  I 
act  well  it  makes  me  puffed  up,  if  I  act  badly  I 
fall  into  sadness  and  wellnigh  into  despair.' 
Brother  Giles  answered  :  '  Thou  doest  well  if  thou 
grievest  for  sin,  but  grieve  moderately,  and 
remember  that  God's  power  to  have  mercy  is 
greater  than  thine  to  sin.  For  if  a  farmer  were 
before  sowing  to  consider  within  himself,  saying, 
"  If  thou  sowest  now  the  birds  of  heaven  and  the 
beasts  of  the  earth  will  come  and  eat  up  the 
grain,"  he  never  would  sow,  and  consequently 
would  have  nothing  to  eat  ;  but  the  judicious 
husbandman  sows,  and  at  length  gathers  what  is 
sufficient  for  him.  Forsake  not,  therefore,  a  good 
work  by  reason  of  vainglory;  for  if  it  displeases 
thee,  a  larger  and  better  part  shall  always  remain 
with  thee  at  last.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  94. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  '  KNIGHTS  OF  THE  ROUND 
TABLE ' 

'  'T^HESE,'  said  S.  Francis,  '  are  my  brethren, 
JL  Knights  of  the  Round  Table,  who  lurk 
in  deserts  and  remote  places  in  order  the  more 
diligently  to  attend  to  prayer  and  meditation, 
bewailing  their  own  and  others'  sins,  living  a  life 
of  simplicity  and  humility,  whose  holiness  is 
known  to  God,  and  is  sometimes  unknown  to 
their  brethren  and  to  other  men.  Their  souls 
shall  be  presented  by  angels  to  God;  then  the 
Lord  shall  show  them  the  fruit  and  reward  of 
their  labours — namely,  the  many  souls  that  have 
been  saved  by  their  examples,  their  prayers,  and 
their  tears,  and  He  shall  say  to  them  :  "  My 
beloved  sons,  behold  these  many  souls  that  have 
been  saved  by  your  prayers,  tears,  and  examples. 
Because  ye  have  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I 
will  set  you  over  many  things.  For  others  have 
preached  and  toiled  with  discourses  of  their  own 
wisdom  and  learning,  but  I  have  wrought  the 
fruit  of  salvation  for  your  merits.  Receive  ye, 
therefore,  the  hire  of  their  labours  and  the  fruit 
of  your  own  merits,  which  is  the  eternal  kingdom 
that  you  have  seized  by  the  violence  of  your 
humility  and  simplicity,  and  of  your  prayers  and 
tears."  ' — Opusc.  260  ;  S.  P.  72. 
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THE  VISION  OF  BROTHER  JOHN  OF  LA  VERNA 

WHEN  Brother  John  of  La  Verna  was  once 
on  the  morrow  of  All  Saints'  Day  saying 
Mass  for  all  the  souls  of  the  departed  (as  the 
Church  has  ordained),  he  offered  that  sublime 
Sacrament  (which  for  its  efficacy  the  departed 
spirits  long  for  above  all  other  good  things  that 
may  be  done  for  them)  with  such  affection  of 
charity  and  such  compassion  that  he  seemed  as 
though  dissolved  through  sweetness  of  pity  and 
brotherly  love.  Wherefore  in  that  Mass,  as  he 
was  devoutly  elevating  the  Body  of  Christ  and 
offering  it  to  God  the  Father,  and  praying  that 
for  His  Blessed  Son  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  who  had 
hung  upon  the  cross  to  redeem  souls,  He  would 
vouchsafe  to  deliver  the  souls  of  the  departed  by 
Him  created  and  redeemed  from  the  pains  of 
Purgatory,  immediately  he  saw  countless  souls 
coming  forth  from  Purgatory  like  innumerable 
sparks  issuing  from  a  burning  furnace,  and  he  saw 
them  rise  to  heaven  through  the  merits  of  the 
Passion  of  Christ. — Fioretti  135. 


dP7  "  *  NOVEMBER  2 


PRAYER  OR  OBEDIENCE  ? 

A  BROTHER  was  once  at  prayer  in  his  cell, 
and  his  Warden  sent  to  order  him  on  his 
obedience  to  go  for  alms.  The  brother  at  once 
went  to  brother  Giles,  and  said  :  '  My  father,  I 
was  at  prayer,  and  the  Warden  has  ordered  me 
to  go  for  bread ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  remain  at  prayer.'  Brother  Giles  answered  : 
'  My  son,  knowest  and  understandest  thou  not 
yet  what  prayer  is  ?  True  prayer  is  to  do  the 
will  of  one's  Superior,  and  it  is  a  sign  of  great 
pride  in  one  who  has  put  his  neck  under  the 
yoke  of  holy  obedience  if  he  sets  obedience  aside 
in  order  to  do  his  own  will,  however  he  may  think 
himself  to  be  acting  more  perfectly.  ...  I  tell 
thee  that  if  a  man  had  such  devotion  and  elevation 
of  mindthat  he  might  speak  with  the  Angels,  and 
while  so  engaged  were  called  by  his  Superior,  he 
ought  forthwith  to  leave  his  converse  with  the 
Angels  and  obey  his  Superior. — Fioretti  227. 
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ADMONITIONS  OF  S.  FRANCIS 

*'nr^HE  Lord  said  to  Adam  :  '  Eat  of  every  tree 
X  of  Paradise,  but  of  the  tree  of  the  know- 
ledge of  good  and  evil  eat  not.'  Adam  might  eat  of 
every  tree  of  Paradise,  because  so  long  as  he  did 
not  violate  obedience  he  sinned  not.  Now,  that 
man  eats  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil  who  makes  his  will  his  own,  and  exalts 
himself  concerning  those  good  things  which  the 
Lord  speaks  and  works  in  him,  and  thus  by  the 
prompting  of  the  Devil  and  transgression  of  the 
command  it  is  become  to  him  the  fruit  of  the 
knowledge  of  evil.  Wherefore  he  must  needs 
suffer  punishment. 

*The  Apostle  saith  :  '  No  one  can  say  "  the 
Lord  Jesus "  except  in  the  Holy  Ghost,'  and 
'  There  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no  not  one.' 
Whosoever,  therefore,  is  envious  of  his  brother 
touching  the  good  which  God  speaks  and  does  in 
him  is  guilty  of  the  sin  of  blasphemy,  because  he 
is  envious  against  the  Most  High,  the  speaker  and 
doer  of  everything  that  is  good. — Opusc.  58,  64. 
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GOD'S  FAVOURED  SERVANT 

ONE  day  the  blessed  father  imparted  to  one 
of  the  brethren  whom  he  greatly  loved 
this  word  which  he  had  at  that  time  brought  from 
the  council-chamber  (familiar  to  him)  of  the 
Divine  Majesty  :  '  To-day  there  is  on  the  earth  a 
servant  of  God  for  whose  sake  as  long  as  he  shall 
live  God  will  not  allow  famine  to  rage  against 
men.  .  .  .'  All  we  who  were  witnesses  of  it  know 
how  quietly  and  peacefully  the  times  passed 
during  which  the  servant  of  Christ  lived,  and 
how  they  abounded  in  fruitfulness  of  all  good 
things  [spiritual  and  temporal].  .  .  .  When  he 
was  removed  all  was  changed  ;  wars  and  rebellions 
prevailed  everywhere.  ...  A  terrible  famine 
spread  far  and  wide,  and  its  cruelty  consumed  very 
many.  ...  A  few  days  after  his  death  S.  Francis 
openly  revealed  to  that  same  brother  .  .  .  that 
he  was  that  servant  of  God.  For  one  night, 
when  that  brother  was  sleeping,  S.  Francis 
called  him  with  clear  voice,  saying  :  '  Brother, 
now  is  coming  the  famine  which,  so  long  as  I  was 
alive,  God  did  not  suffer  to  come  on  the  earth.' — 
2  Cel  52,  53. 
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THE  DUTY  OF  PROMPT  OBEDIENCE 

DEAREST  brethren,'  said  S.  Francis,  '  obey 
the  orders  given  you  at  once,  and  do  not 
wait  for  them  to  be  repeated,  and  do  not  pass 
judgment  on  an  order,  or  allege  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  perform,  for  even  were  I  to  bid  you 
do  anything  beyond  your  own  strength,  holy 
obedience  will  not  want  for  strength.  Nor  ought 
you  to  consider  who  or  what  he  is  that  gives  you 
orders,  but  only  that  he  is  set  over  you.  The 
Divine  Compassion  has  deigned  to  grant  me 
among  other  things  this  grace,  that  I  would  obey 
a  novice  of  an  hour's  standing  if  he  were  given 
me  as  my  Warden  as  diligently  as  I  would  obey 
the  most  senior  and  the  discreet  est  of  the  brethren. 
The  inferior  ought  not  to  consider  in  his  Superior 
the  man,  but  Him  for  whose  sake  he  is  in  sub- 
jection, for  the  more  contemptible  the  Superior, 
the  more  pleasing  is  the  humility  of  him  who 
obeys.' — Opusc.  238. 
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BROTHER  JUNIPER'S  GRIEF  OVER  HIS 
COMPANION'S  DEATH 

BROTHER  JUNIPER  had  as  his  companion 
brother  Attientialbene  (Cleave-to-good),  a 
man  of  the  utmost  obedience,  patience,  and  virtue. 
For  if  one  were  to  beat  him  all  day  long  he  would 
not  utter  a  word  of  complaint.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly sometimes  sent  to  convents  where  the 
communities  were  of  forward  conversation,  and 
from  them  he  bore  much  abuse  most  patiently. 
Furthermore,  at  a  word  from  brother  Juniper  he 
would  weep  or  laugh.  But  when  Juniper  heard 
that  his  companion  was  dead  he  was  exceeding 
sorry,  and  cried  :  '  There  is  no  good  left  me  in 
the  world;'  and  then,  breaking  all  the  utensils,  he 
declared  that  the  whole  world  was  overthrown 
in  that  brother's  death.  '  Were  it  not  that  I 
should  not  be  able  to  live  with  the  brethren,  and 
that  they  would  not  let  me  go,  I  would  go  straight 
to  his  grave,  and  take  his  skull,  and  divide  it  into 
two  parts  ;  of  one  I  would  make  a  dish  to  eat 
from,  and  of  the  other  a  cup  to  drink  from.' — 
An,  Fr,  iii.  64. 
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BROTHER  JUNIPER'S  WALK  TO  ASSISI 

BROTHER  JUNIPER  was  once  dwelling  in 
the  valley  of  Spoleto,  and  hearing  that  there 
was  a  great  festival  at  Assisi,  and  that  a  great 
company  of  people  were  assembled  there,  he 
wished  to  go  thither  also  ;  and  on  the  day  he 
stripped  himself  entirely  naked,  and,  passing 
through  Spello  and  two  other  places,  walked 
through  the  middle  of  the  city  of  Assisi,  and 
came  to  the  brethren.  They  were  dismayed, 
and  rebuked  him,  saying  that  he  had  put  the 
Order  to  confusion.  But  the  Minister-General 
called  the  brethren  together,  and  after  a  stern 
reprimand  said  to  Juniper  :  '  What  penance  can 
I  assign  thee  which  shall  be  worthy  of  such 
outrageous  conduct  ?'  '  I  will  tell  thee,  father,' 
answered  Juniper.  '  As  I  came  hither  naked,  so 
let  me  return  by  the  same  way.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  63  ; 
Fioretti  218. 
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BROTHER  GILES  AND  THE  DOCTOR  OF  LAW 

A  DOCTOR  of  Law  once  came  to  brother  Giles, 
who  said  to  him  :  '  Believest  thou  that  the 
gifts  of  God  are  great  ?'  'I  beHeve  so.'  'I  will 
show  thee,'  said  Giles,  '  that  thou  dost  not 
believe  so  ; '  adding,  '  How  much  is  thy  property 
worth  ?'  '  Perhaps  a  thousand  pounds,'  said  the 
lawyer.  '  Therefore  what  I  said  is  true,'  rejoined 
the  holy  man,  'for  thou  believest  in  word  only. 
For  if  thou  wert  to  sell  thy  property  for  a  hundred 
thousand  thou  wouldst  think  the  gain  great,  and 
yet  thou  wouldst  not  exchange  it  for  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  Therefore  heavenly  things  are  counted 
as  nothing  by  thee  in  comparison  of  earthly 
things.'  '  Dost  thou  believe,'  answered  the 
lawyer,  '  that  anybody  acts  up  to  his  belief  ?' 
'  If  thou  didst  believe  well  thou  wouldst  act  well, 
as  the  Saints  have  done.'  Whereupon  the  lawyer 
allowed  that  Brother  Giles'  sentence  was  true. — 
An.  Fr.  iii.  94. 


NOVEMBER   9  3X4 


THE  TRUE  SERVANT  OF  GOD 

*  A  H,  brethren,'  said  S.  Francis,  '  how  good  it 
X3l  is  to  serve  God !  Better  is  it  to  serve 
God  than  to  be  lord  of  the  world.  But  who  is 
he  that  knows  of  a  surety  that  he  is  a  servant  of 
God  ?  Nothing  is  better  than  to  be  a  servant 
of  God,  but  nothing  is  more  difficult  for  a  man  to 
know  certainly  than  whether  he  is  a  servant  or  a 
friend  of  God.  I  confess  to  you  that  I  asked  the 
Lord  that  he  would  deign  to  show  me  when  I  am 
a  servant  of  God,  and  when  not,  and  the  Lord 
Himself,  of  his  exceeding  kindness,  deigned  to 
give  me  this  answer  :  "  Know  that  thou  art  truly 
My  servant  when  thou  thinkest,  speakest,  and 
doest  holy  things."  And  I  have  intimated  this 
to  you  that  you  also  may  know  when  you  are 
God's  servants  and  are  pleasing  Him,  and  in 
order  that  I  may  be  ashamed  before  you  when 
you  shall  see  me  fail  in  all  or  any  of  these  things.' 


WHAT  A  SINNER  CANNOT  DO 

NO  one  ought  to  flatter  himself  with  unjust 
applause  for  anything  that  a  sinner  can  do. 
A  sinner  can  fast,  pray,  weep,  and  afflict  his 
flesh.  This  one  thing  alone  he  cannot  do — be 
faithful  to  his  Lord.  We  should  therefore  glory 
in  this,  to  render  to  the  Lord  His  glory,  and, 
serving  Him  faithfully,  to  ascribe  to  Him  what- 
soever He  gives. — Opusc.  252,  468. 
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LIVING  SAINTS  AND  DEAD  SAINTS 

BROTHER  MASSEO  used  sometimes  to  say 
in  dissuasion  of  •  those  who  wanted  to  be 
gadding  about  on  many  pilgrimages  :  '  It  is  better 
to  go  to  the  living  Saints  than  to  the  dead  Saints 
— that  is  to  say,  to  goodmen  who  are  alive,  rather 
than  to  visit  the  thresholds  of  the  Saints.  For 
the  living  Saints,'  he  added,  '  will  teach  thee  of 
the  dangers  they  have  passed  through,  and  the 
temptations  of  the  spirit  and  of  the  flesh  that 
they  have  overcome.'  He  used  often  also  to  say  : 
'  Where  there  is  the  greatest  usefulness  there  is 
the  greatest  gain.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  121. 
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STORY  OF  BROTHER  WILLIAM  OF  PERUGIA 

THERE  was  in  the  convent  at  Perugia  a 
brother,  William  by  name,  of  very  high 
birth,  but  lax  in  his  words  and  deeds,  so  that  he 
gave  displeasure  to  the  spiritual  brethren.  One 
day,  when  he  was  going  to  a  fortress  where  a 
sister  of  his  was  living,  he  saw  among  a  number 
of  boys  bathing  in  a  river  one  carried  away  by 
the  current  and  in  danger  of  drowning.  William 
plunged  in  forthwith  to  save  the  boy,  but  was 
himself  carried  away  by  the  violence  of  the  stream, 
and  was  drowned  with  the  boy.  And  at  about  the 
same  hour,  as  brother  Giles,  who  was  staying  at 
Perugia,  was  washing  his  hands  with  the  others 
(for  it  was  dinner-time),  he  said  to  the  brethren, 
with  a  smile  :  '  It  is  well  with  brother  William, 
and  it  shall  be  still  better  with  him.'  The  brethren 
did  not  know  that  he  was  dead,  and  soon  after, 
when  they  heard  that  he  had  been  drowned, 
fearing  that  he  would  be  damned  because  he  had 
been  so  lax,  they  prayed  that  the  Lord  would 
reveal  his  state  to  them.  And  it  was  said  to  one 
of  them  in  the  spirit  that  brother  William  was 
saved  because  of  his  charity  in  trying  to  rescue 
the  boy,  whereby  they  perceived  why  it  was  that 
brother  Giles  had  said  those  words. — An,  Fr, 
iii.  III. 
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GOD'S  MESSAGE  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  GRECCIO 

r'T^HE  people  of  Greccio  were  suffering  from  a 
X  plague  of  wolves  and  from  hailstorms 
which  destroyed  their  crops].  One  day,  as 
S.  Francis  was  preaching  to  them,  he  said  :  '  To 
the  honour  and  praise  of  Almighty  God,  listen  to 
the  truth  which  I  announce  to  you.  If  each  one 
of  you  confesses  his  sins  and  brings  forth  worthy 
fruits  of  penitence,  I  pledge  my  word  to  you  that 
this  plague  shall  wholly  depart,  and  that  the  Lord 
shall  look  upon  you  and  multiply  you  in  temporal 
goods.  But  hear  this  also  :  i\.gain  I  announce 
to  you  that  if  ye  shall  be  ungrateful  for  His  benefits 
and  return  to  your  vomit,  the  plague  shall  be 
renewed,  the  punishment  doubled,  and  greater 
wrath  shall  prevail  against  you.'  And  so  it  came 
to  pass  by  the  merits  and  prayers  of  the  holy 
father,  that  the  plague  of  wolves  and  the  hail 
ceased  from  that  hour.  .  .  .  And  the  people  were 
multiplied  exceedingly,  and  filled  with  temporal 
goods  .  .  .  but  at  length  they  forgot  God  who 
had  saved  them  .  .  .  and  the  fury  of  God  was 
aroused  against  them  ,and  the  evils  that  had 
departed  returned,  and  there  was  added  to  them 
the  sword  of  man  ;  a  pestilence  ordained  from 
heaven  consumed  many  of  the  people,  and  at 
length  the  whole  fortress  was  burnt  up  with 
avenging  flames. — 2  CeL  35,  36. 
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A  PARABLE  OF  BROTHER  GILES 

ONE  of  the  brethren  questioned  brother 
Giles,  saying  :  '  What  could  I  do  so  that  I 
might  go  willingly  to  prayer  when  I  am  feeling 
hard  and  undevout  ?'  He  answered  :  '  A  king 
had  two  faithful  servants,  one  of  whom  was 
armed,  and  the  other  unarmed.  He  sent  them 
both  to  battle  against  his  enemies.  The  armed 
man  went  forth  bravely  to  battle,  but  the  unarmed 
man  said  to  his  lord  :  "  Lord,  as  thou  seest,  I  have 
no  arms,  but  for  love  of  thee  I  will  go  forth  to 
battle  even  without  them."  But  when  the  king 
marked  the  faithfulness  of  that  servant  he  said 
to  his  attendants  :  "  Go,  make  ready  arms  where- 
with this  my  faithful  servant  may  be  clad,  and  put 
upon  him  the  ensign  of  my  own  arms."  Even  so, 
however  listless,  do  thou  go  forth  confidently  to 
the  battle  of  prayer,  and  the  Lord  will  provide 
thee  with  what  is  needful.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  93. 
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REMEDIES  AGAINST  TEMPTATIONS  OF  THE 
FLESH 

ONCE  when  brother  Giles  was  with  brother 
Rufino,  brother  Juniper,  and  brother 
Simon,  he  said  to  them  :  '  How  do  you  deal  with 
temptations "^f  the  flesh  ?'  Brother  Rufino  an- 
swered :  '  I  commend  myself  to  God  and  Blessed 
Mary,  and  throw  myself  on  the  ground.'  '  I 
understand  thee  well,'  said  brother  Giles.  Then 
he  put  the  question  to  brother  Simon,  who  an- 
swered :  '  I  ponder  on  the  shamefulness  of  the 
deeds  of  the  flesh  and  escape.'  And  to  him 
brother  Giles  said :  '  I  understand  thee  well. 
And  thou,  brother  Juniper  ?'  'As  soon  as  I 
feel  such  temptations  I  say,  "  Away,  away,  for 
the  lodging  is  taken."  '  And  brother  Giles  said  : 
'  I  hold  with  thee.  For  it  is  safest  to  fight  with 
this  vice  by  flight.' — An.  Fr.  iii.  89. 
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S.  FRANCIS  PRAYS  FOR  THE  ABBOT  OF 
S.  GIUSTINO 

THE  Abbot  of  the  monastery  of  S.  Giustino, 
in  the  diocese  of  Perugia,  happened  once 
to  meet  S.  Francis.  Dismounting  quickly  from 
his  horse,  the  Abbot  talked  with  S.  Francis  for  a 
short  time  concerning  his  soul's  health,  and  then, 
as  he  was  going  away,  humbly  begged  S.  Francis 
to  pray  for  him.  '  I  will  gladly  pray  for  thee, 
my  lord,'  answered  S.  Francis.  And  soon  after 
parting  from  the  Abbot  he  said  to  his  companion  : 
'  Wait  a  little,  brother,  for  I  wish  to  pay  the  debt 
which  I  have  promised  to  discharge.'  (For  his 
custom  always  was  when  asked  to  pray  for  anyone 
not  to  put  the  matter  aside,  but  to  perform  such 
promise  quickly.)  And  so,  as  the  holy  man  was 
praying,  suddenly  the  Abbot  felt  in  his  spirit  an 
unwonted  warmth  and  a  sweetness  he  had  never 
experienced  before,  so  that  he  seemed  quite  carried 
out  of  himself  in  rapture  of  mind.  He  stood  still 
for  awhile,  and  then,  coming  to  himself  again,  he 
knew  the  power  of  holy  Francis'  prayer. — 2  Cel. 

lOI. 
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NO  REWARD  WITHOUT  SERVICE 

A  CERTAIN  brother  once  told  brother  Giles 
that  the  brethren  made  him  work  so  hard 
that  he  could  scarce  attend  to  prayer,  and  there- 
fore he  asked  to  be  ordered  to  go  to  some  hermi- 
tage where  he  might  serve  God  in  greater  quiet- 
ness. Brother  Giles  said  to  him  :  '  If  thou  wert 
to  go  to  the  King  of  France  and  ask  him  to  give 
thee  a  thousand  marks  of  silver,  would  he  not 
answer,  "  Fool !  what  hast  thou  done  for  me  that 
I  should  give  thee  a  thousand  marks  of  silver  ?" 
But  if  thou  hadst  first  done  him  a  great  service 
thou  might  est  boldly  demand  a  reward.  If, 
therefore,  thou  wilt  make  a  demand  thou  must 
work  first  ;  moreover,  it  is  a  greater  virtue  to  do 
one  thing  at  another's  will  than  two  at  one's  own.' 
— An.  Fr.  iii.  86. 
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STORIES  OF  BROTHER  GILES 

A  CERTAIN  nobleman  once  asked  brother 
Giles  why  S.  John,  since  he  was  holy  even 
from  the  womb,  went  into  the  wilderness,  and 
there  practised  such  strict  penitence  as  the 
Gospel  testifies.  '  Tell  me,'  answered  brother 
Giles,  '  why  fresh  meat  is  salted  when  it  is  still 
so  good  ?'  *  The  better  to  keep  it,'  at  once  replied 
the  other.  Then  the  holy  man  said  :  *  Even  so 
S.  John  was  seasoned  with  the  salt  of  penitence 
that  his  holiness  might  be  the  longer  preserved.' 
By  the  which  answer  the  nobleman  was  greatly 
edified. 

Brother  Giles  once  rebuked  a  brother  who 
was  worthy  of  rebuke.  That  brother  was  angry, 
and  did  not  bear  the  rebuke  patiently.  The  next 
night  there  stood  by  him  in  a  vision  one  who  said  : 
'  Be  not  angry,  brother,  for  blessed  shall  he  be 
who  shall  believe  Brother  Giles.'  Whereupon  the 
brother  arose  betimes,  went  to  brother  Giles, 
humbly  begged  pardon  for  his  anger,  and  begged 
him  often  to  rebuke  him,  for  that  he  was  ever  ready 
to  bear  his  rebukes  patiently. — An.  Fr.  iii.  109,  95. 
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BROTHER  GILES  LOSES  HIS  TEMPER 

WHEN  brother  Giles  abode  at  the  convent 
of  Cetona  he  made  a  little  garden  in 
which  he  planted  some  very  fine  cabbages.  One 
day  when  he  was  in  the  garden  with  a  stick  in 
his  hand  saying  the  Lord's  Prayer,  one  of  the 
brethren  (perchance  to  try  him)  came  with  a 
great  sword,  and  began  to  cut  the  cabbages  to 
pieces.  At  this  sight  brother  Giles  rose  up 
against  him  with  hasty  words,  reproached  him, 
and  drove  him  even  by  force  out  of  the  garden. 
'  O  brother  Giles,'  said  the  other,  '  where  are  thy 
patience  and  sanctity  now  ?'  Brother  Giles 
sighed,  and  answered  :  '  O  my  brother,  forgive 
me,  for  thou  didst  come  against  me  suddenly,  and 
I  was  not  armed,  and  could  not  guard  myself  in 
time.' — An,  Fr.  iii.  io8. 
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A  HARD  SAYING  OF  BROTHER  GILES 

TWO  brethren  of  the  Preachers  once  came  to 
visit  brother  Giles  at  Cetona,  and  as  they 
were  talking  together  of  God,  one  of  the  Preachers 
said  :  '  Reverend  father,  S.  John  the  Evangelist 
has  spoken  things  exceeding  high  and  deep 
about  God.'  'Dearest  brother,'  said  Giles,  'S. 
John  says  naught  about  God.'  7  Beware,  dearest 
father,'  said  the  other ;  '  what  is  this  thou  art 
saying  ?  .  .  .'  *  I  tell  you  again  and  again,'  said 
Giles,  *  that  S.  John  says  naught  about  God. 
[The  Preachers  withdrew,  scandalized,  but  brother 
Giles  called  them  back],  and  pointed  to  the 
mountain  above  the  convent  of  Cetona,  saying  : 
'  Imagine  a  mountain  of  millet  seed  as  big  as 
that,  and  at  the  foot  a  sparrow  to  eat  of  it.  By 
how  much  would  the  sparrow  lessen  it  in  a  day, 
a  month,  or  a  year,  or  how  much  would  it  take 
in  a  hundred  years  ?'  'It  would  hardly  lessen 
it  in  a  thousand  years,'  answered  the  Preachers. 
*  Then/  said  Brother  Giles,  '  so  boundless  is  the 
everlasting  Godhead,  and  so  great  a  mountain, 
that  S.  John,  who  was  as  a  sparrow,  says  naught 
in  respect  of  the  greatness  of  God.' — An.  Fr. 
iii.  109. 
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BROTHER  MASSEO'S  DEVOTION 

BROTHER  MASSED  was  a  man  of  much  prayer 
and.  many  tears,  as  some  of  the  brethren 
found  who  used  stealthily  to  watch  him  by  day 
and  by  night.  Once  a  day  only  did  he  eaf;  and 
that  in  the  evening,  and  then  he  entered  his  cell 
and  slept  a  little.  About  midnight  he  always 
awoke,  and,  praying  with  fervour,  would  say 
these  words  all  through  the  night  :  '  My  Lord 
Jesu  Christ,  give  me  contrition  for  my  sins,  and 
give  me  grace  to  amend  and  to  make  satisfaction 
according  to  Thy  will ;'  nor  did  he  cease  to  say 
these  words  unless  he  were  overpowered  by 
weeping.  In  the  morning,  after  hearing  Mass,  he 
would  retire  to  his  cell,  and  chant  in  plain-song  : 
'  O  Lord  my  God,  make  me  to  know  Thee,  to  fear 
Thee,  and  to  'ove  Thee  with  all  my  heart.' — 
An.  Fr.  iii.  119. 
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A  SCRUPULOUS  CONSCIENCE  RELIEVED 

A  CERTAIN  spiritual  brother  of  long  standing 
in  the  Order  was  afflicted  by  sore  tribula- 
tion of  the  flesh,  and  seemed  sunk  in  the  depth  of 
despair.  And  his  grief  was  doubled  daily,  for 
his  conscience,  which  was  more  tender  than 
discerning,  drove  him  to  make  confession  about 
nothing  ;  for  one  is  bound  diligently  to  confess, 
not  the  fact  of  being  tempted,  but  the  having 
yielded  to  temptation,  even  if  but  a  little.  But 
this  brother  was  so  shy  that  he  feared  to  disclose 
the  whole  (which  amounted  to  nothing)  to  one 
priest,  and  so  he  divided  his  cogitations,  and 
imparted  some  to  one  and  others  to  others. 
One  day  when  he  was  walking  with  S.  Francis 
the  latter  said  to  him  :  '  Brother,  I  tell  thee  that 
thou  art  not  bound  to  confess  thy  tribulation  any 
more  to  anyone,  and  fear  not,  because  that  which 
besets  thee  without  thy  yielding  to  it  shall 
redound  to  thy  glory,  not  to  thy  guilt.  And  as 
often  as  thou  shalt  be  troubled  say  the  Lord's 
Prayer  seven  times  on  my  authority.'  The 
brother  marvelled  how  the  holy  man  knew  of  his 
trouble,  and  was  filled  with  the  utmost  joy,  and 
before  long  escaped  from  all  tribulation. — 
2  Cel.  124. 
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OF  SPIRITUAL  JOY 

S  FRANCIS  held  that  the  surest  remedy 
•  against  the  thousand  wiles  of  the  foe  was 
spiritual  joy.  For  he  used  to  say  :  '  The  Devil 
most  exults  when  he  can  filch  from  the  servant 
of  God  his  joy  of  spirit.  He  carries  dust  that  he 
may  cast  it  into  the  conscience  through  even  the 
smallest  chinks,  and  defile  the  candour  of  the 
mind  and  the  purity  of  the  life  ;  but  when  spiritual 
joy  fills  the  heart,  in  vain  does  the  serpent  shed 
his  deadly  poison.  Devils  cannot  hurt  Christ's 
servant  when  they  see  him  filled  with  holy  mirth.' 
He  strove,  therefore,  ever  to  be  gladsome  of  heart, 
and  to  maintain  the  unction  of  the  Spirit  and  the 
oil  of  joy.  He  avoided  with  the  utmost  care  the 
wretched  malady  of  spiritual  sloth,  so  that  if  he 
felt  it  stealing  ever  so  little  into  his  mind  he  flew 
immediately  to  prayer,  for  he  said  :  '  When  God's 
servant  is  (as  often  happens)  disturbed  about 
anything,  he  ought  forthwith  to  arise  and  pray, 
and  remain  persistently  in  his  heavenly  Father's 
presence  until  He  restores  to  him  the  joy  of  His 
salvation.  For  if  he  tarries  in  gloom  that  Baby- 
lonian stuff  will  increase,  and,  unless  it  be  at 
length  purged  out  by  tears,  will  produce  abiding 
rust  in  the  heart.' — 2  Cel.  125. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  HATRED  OF  SLANDERERS 

S  FRANCIS  hated  slanderers  above  all  other 
kinds  of  wicked  men.  He  said  that  they 
carry  poison  on  their  tongues,  and  taint  others 
therewith.  Tale-bearers,  therefore,  as  biting  fleas, 
he  avoided,  and  (as  we  have  ourselves  seen) 
turned  away  his  ears  when  they  were  speaking, 
that  they  might  not  be  defiled  by  hearing  such 
things.  Once,  on  hearing  a  brother  slandering 
another,  S.  Francis  turned  to  brother  Peter 
dei  Cattani,  his  vicar,  and  spoke  these  terrible 
words  :  '  There  is  instant  danger  to  the  Order 
unless  slanderers  are  put  down.  The  sweet 
savour  of  many  will  soon  stink  unless  the  mouths 
of  the  stinking  ones  be  stopped.  Arise  quickly, 
examine  carefully,  and  if  thou  find  the  accused 
brother  innocent,  punish  the  accuser  so  severely 
as  to  render  him  a  marked  man.  Hand  him 
over  to  the  Florentine  bruiser  if  thou  canst  not 
punish  him  thyself.'  (He  used  to  call  brother 
John  of  Florence,  a  man  of  great  stature  and 
strength,  the  '  bruiser.')  '  Do  thou  and  all  the 
ministers  give  the  utmost  heed  that  this  pestilent 
disease  spread  no  further.' — 2  Cel.  182. 
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S.    FRANCIS'   CARE   TO   AVOID   HYPOCRISY 

ONCE,  during  the  forty  days'  fast  known  as 
S.  Martin's  Lent,  Francis  had  eaten  food 
seasoned  with  lard,  on  account  of  his  infirmities, 
which  did  not  allow  him  to  take  oil.  At  the  end 
of  the  fast  he  was  preaching  to  a  large  concourse 
of  people,  and  his  first  words  were  these  t  '  You 
believe  that  I  am  a  holy  man,  and  that  is  why 
you  have  come  to  me  with  great  devotion.  But 
I  confess  to  you  that  during  all  this  fast  I  have 
been  eating  food  seasoned  with  lard.'  Even  so 
he  often  ascribed  to  self-indulgence  what  had 
been  a  concession  to  his  infirmity.  With  the  like 
fervour  he  would,  if  ever  his  spirit  were  moved  to 
vainglory,  at  once  reveal  it  before  all  men  by 
open  confession.  Once,  when  walking  through 
Assisi,  an  old  woman  came  up  to  him  asking  alms 
for  the  love  of  God.  Having  nothing  but  the 
cloak  on  his  back,  he  forthwith  gave  her  that,  but 
immediately  afterwards  confessed  to  all  the 
bystanders  that  he  had  felt  some  vainglory  at 
his  action. — S.  P.  62,  63  ;  2  Cel.  131,  132. 
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SPIRITUAL  JOY  TO  BE  STRIVEN  FOR 

DO  ye,  dearest  brethren,  have  the  holy  joy 
of  God  both  within  and  without,  for  if 
the  servant  of  God  strives  to  have  and  to  keep 
the  spiritual  joy  which  comes  from  purity  of 
heart  and  is  won  by  devout  prayer,  the  devils  can 
do  him  no  harm,  for  they  say  :  '  Since  the  servant 
of  God  has  joy  both  in  trouble  and  in  prosperity, 
we  can  find  no  entrance  into  him,  nor  can  we  hurt 
him.'  But  the  devils  exult  when  they  can  quench 
or  in  any  measure  hinder  the  devotion  and  joy 
that  come  from  pure  supplication  and  other 
virtuous  deeds.  .  .  .  Therefore,  dearest  brethren, 
since  this  spiritual  joy  arises  from  cleanness  ot 
heart  and  purity  of  prayer,  our  principal  effort 
should  be  to  attain  to  these  two  things,  in  order 
that  you  may  have  both  within  and  without  that 
joy  which  with  the  utmost  affection  I  long  for 
and  love  to  see  and  to  feel  in  myself  and  in  you, 
to  the  edification  of  our  neighbour  and  the 
reproach  of  the  foe ;  for  he  and  his  members  must 
needs  be  sorry,  but  we  must  ever  be  glad,  and 
rejoice  in  the  Lord. — Opusc.  250. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  REGARD  FOR  BROTHER  FIRE 

WHILE  S.  Francis  was  keeping  his  fast  of 
forty  days  on  the  mountain  of  La  Verna, 
his  companion  one  day,  at  the  time  for  eating, 
lighted  a  fire  in  the  cell  where  he  was  wont  to 
eat ;  and  when  he  had  done  so  he  went  to  fetch 
S.  Francis  from  another  cell,  where  he  was  praying, 
and  took  with  him  a  missal  in  order  that  he  might 
read  him  the  gospel  of  the  day ;  for  S.  Francis 
always  desired  before  eating  to  hear  the  gospel 
which  was  read  on  the  day  at  Mass,  when  he  was 
unable  to  hear  Mass.  When  S.  Francis  was  come 
to  the  cell  to  eat,  the  cell  was  on  fire,  and  the 
flame  had  reached  the  roof.  His  companion 
began  to  do  his  best  to  put  the  fire  out,  but  could 
not  do  it  by  himself.  S.  Francis  would  not  help 
him,  but  took  a  skin  which  he  kept  over  him  at 
night,  and  went  out  with  it  into  the  wood.  The 
brethren  in  that  place,  who  lodged  a  long  way  from 
that  cell,  hastened  thither  as  soon  as  they  heard 
that  it  was  burning,  and  put  the  fire  out.  After- 
wards S.  Francis  returned  to  eat,  and  when  he  had 
eaten  he  said  to  his  companion  :  '  I  will  not  have 
that  skin  over  me  any  more,  because  through  my 
greed  I  would  not  let  brother  fire  consume  it.' — 
S.  P.  117. 
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HOW  S.  FRANCIS  CLOTHED  THE  POOR  IN 
WINTER 

FRANCIS,  the  poor  man,  the  father  of  the 
poor,  making  himself  like  unto  the  poor 
in  all  things,  used  to  be  distressed  to  see  anyone 
poorer  than  himself,  not  because  he  coveted  vain 
renown,  but  only  from  a  feeling  of  sympathy  ; 
and  though  he  was  content  with  a  very  common 
and  rough  tunic,  he  often  longed  to  share  it  with 
some  poor  man.  But  in  order  that  this  richest 
of  poor  men  might  (in  whatsoever  way)  help  the 
poor,  he  would  in  very  cold  weather  ask  the  rich 
of  this  world  to  lend  him  a  mantle  or  furs.  When 
in  their  devotion  they  complied  with  his  request 
even  more  readily  than  he  had  made  it,  he  would 
say  to  them  :  '  I  will  take  this  from  you  on  the 
understanding  that  you  do  not  expect  to  have 
it  back  any  more  ;'  and  then  with  joy  and  exulta- 
tion he  would  clothe  the  first  poor  man  he  met 
with  whatever  had  been  given  him.  He  was  very 
much  distressed  if  he  saw  any  poor  man  harshly 
spoken  to,  or  if  he  heard  anyone  curse  any  crea- 
ture.— I  Cel.  76. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  KINDNESS  TO  THE  POOR 

IT  happened  once  that  a  certain  brother  had 
given  a  sharp  answer  to  a  poor  man  who 
had  asked  alms,  for  he  had  said  to  him  :  '  See  to 
it,  for  perhaps  thou  art  a  rich  man  feigning 
poverty.'  When  holy  Francis,  the  father  of  the 
poor,  heard  it,  he  was  deeply  grieved,  and  sharply 
rebuked  the  brother  who  had  spoken  thus,  and 
ordered  him  to  strip  himself  before  the  poor  man, 
kiss  his  feet,  and  beg  his  pardon.  For  he  used  to 
say  :  '  He  who  reviles  the  poor  does  a  wrong  to 
Christ,  for  the  poor  man  bears  the  noble  ensign 
of  Christ,  who  made  Himself  poor  in  this  world 
for  us.'  Often,  therefore,  when  he  found  poor 
people  laden  with  wood  or  other  burdens,  he 
would  help  them  by  giving  the  support  of  his 
own  shoulders,  even  though  he  was  very  weak. 
He  overflowed  with  the  spirit  of  charity,  pitying 
not  only  men  who  were  suffering  need,  but  even 
the  dumb  brutes,  reptiles,  birds,  and  other  crea- 
tures with  and  without  sensation. — i  CeL  76,  yy. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  PENANCE  AT  ASSISI 

IT  happened  once  that  Francis  in  a  severe  ill- 
ness relaxed  a  little  of  the  rigour  of  his 
abstinence  in  order  to  recover  his  health.  When 
he  had  regained  somewhat  of  his  bodily  strength 
he  said :  *  It  is  not  meet  that  people  should 
believe  me  to  be  abstinent  when,  on  the  contrary, 
my  flesh  is  being  refreshed  in  secret.'  And  so, 
aflame  with  the  spirit  of  holy  humility,  he  arose 
and  called  the  people  together  in  the  Piazza  of 
Assisi,  with  many  of  the  brethren  whom  he  had 
brought  with  him,  and  went  into  the  principal 
church,  where,  with  a  cord  tied  to  his  neck  and 
naked  save  for  his  drawers,  in  the  sight  of  all  he 
ordered  himself  to  be  dragged  to  the  stone  where- 
on malefactors  were  wont  to  be  placed  for  punish- 
ment ;  and  sitting  down  on  it,  though  he  was 
weak  from  quartan  fever  and  it  was  a  time  of 
bitter  cold,  he  preached  with  great  fervour,  and 
declared  in  the  hearing  of  all  that  he  was  not  to 
be  honoured  as  spiritual,  but  rather  to  be  despised 
by  all  as  carnal  and  gluttonous.  But  the  hearers 
smote  upon  their  breasts,  and  said  :  '  If  this  holy 
man  is  accusing  himself,  and  putting  his  body 
to  such  shame  for  his  conduct  in  a  case  of  mani- 
fest necessity,  what  shall  we  do  who  all  our  lives 
have  lived,  and  are  still  living,  according  to  the 
desires  of  the  flesh  V — Bonaventura  vi.  2  ;  S.  P.  61. 
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PRECEPTS  OF  BROTHER  GILES 

IF  any  man  should  praise  thee,  speaking  well 
of  thee,  return  that  praise  to  God  alone  ; 
and  if  any  man  speaks  ill  of  thee,  or  reviles  thee, 
do  thou  reinforce  him,  speaking  as  ill,  and  worse, 
of  thyself.  If  thou  wilt  make  thine  own  case 
good,  ever  strive  to  make  it  bad,  and  make  thy 
companion's  case  good,- always  blaming  thyself, 
and  always  praising,  or  at  least  excusing,  thy 
neighbour.  When  anyone  will  contend  or  go  to 
law  with  thee,  if  thou  wilt  win,  lose,  and  thou 
shalt  win  ;  for  if  thou  wouldst  go  to  law  in  order 
to  win,  then,  when  thou  thoughtest  to  have  won, 
thou  wouldst  find  that  thou  hadst  utterly  lost. 
And  therefore,  my  brother,  believe  me  of  a  surety 
that  the  straight  way  of  salvation  is  the  way  of 
loss. — Fioretti  242. 
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BROTHER   MONALDO'S  VISION  OF  S.   FRANCIS 

[  A  T  a  certain  chapter  of  the  brethren  held  in 
l\  Provence,  a  brother  named  Monaldo,  a 
priest  conspicuous  by  his  virtue,  was  present.] 
Brother  Antony  was  also  present,  whose  mind 
the  Lord  opened,  so  that  he  might  understand 
the  Scriptures,  and  utter  among  all  the  people 
words  sweeter  than  honey  and  the  honeycomb 
concerning  Jesus.  While  he  was  most  earnestly 
and  devoutly  preaching  to  the  brethren  on  the 
text,  '  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  King  of  the  Jews,' 
brother  Monaldo  looked  toward  the  door  of  the 
house  wherein  the  brethren  were  assembled,  and 
there  saw  with  his  bodily  eyes  blessed  Francis 
raised  up  in  the  air,  with  his  hands  stretched  out 
as  on  a  cross,  blessing  the  brethren.  All  who  were 
present  seemed  to  be  filled  with  the  comfort  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  saving  joy  which  they 
experienced  availed  to  render  credible  to  them 
what  they  were  told  concerning  the  sight  and 
presence  of  their  glorious  father. — i  Cel.  48. 
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THE  PRIVILEGES  OF  HOLY  POVERTY 

AMONG  the  other  illustrious  and  chiefest  vir- 
tues which  make  ready  in  man  an  abiding- 
place  for  God,  and  point  out  the  best  and  shortest 
way  of  approaching  and  attaining  to  Him,  holy 
Poverty  is  privileged  above  all,  and  by  singular 
favour  her  title  excels  those  of  the  others  ;  for 
she  is  the  foundation  and  guard  of  all  the  virtues, 
and  among  the  virtues  of  the  Gospel  is  in  place 
and  name  deservedly  supreme.  For  the  other 
virtues,  if  established  on  this  foundation,  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  rain  descending,  the 
floods  coming,  and  the  winds  blowing,  threaten- 
ing destruction.  And  rightly  so,  since  the  Son 
of  God,  the  Lord  of  the  virtues,  loved  Poverty 
with  special  affection,  sought  her  out  and  found 
her,  as  He  wrought  salvation  in  the  midst  of  the 
earth.  Her  at  the  beginning  of  His  preaching 
did  He  set  as  a  light  of  the  faith  to  those  entering 
port,  and  her  did  He  first  lay  as  the  foundation- 
stone  of  His  house.  On  her  is  bestowed  without 
any  delay  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  which  the  other 
virtues  have  from  Him  by  promise  [only]. 
'  Blessed,'  says  He,  '  are  ye  poor  in  spirit,  for 
yours  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.' — S.  C.  i. 
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S.  FRANCIS  EXHORTS  HIS  COMPANIONS  TO 
SEEK  THE  LADY  POVERTY'S  ABODE 

AND  Francis  said  to  his  brethren  :  '  Come,  let 
us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  and 
to  the  dwelling  of  the  Lady  Poverty,  that  she  may 
teach  us  her  ways,  and  that  we  may  walk  in  her 
paths.'  But  as  they  were  looking  round  on  all 
sides  to  see  how  they  could  go  up  the  mountain, 
for  it  was  exceeding  high  and  steep,  some  of  them 
began  to  talk  together,  saying  :  '  Who  shall  ascend 
this  mountain  ?  and  who  shall  attain  to  its  sum- 
mit ?'  But  Francis,  understanding  this,  said  to 
them  :  '  Narrow  is  the  way,  my  brothers,  and 
strait  is  the  gate,  that  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few 
there  are  who  find  it.  Be  strong  in  the  Lord, 
and  in  the  power  of  His  might,  for  every  hard 
thing  shall  be  easy  to  us.  Lay  down  the  burdens 
of  your  own  will,  cast  away  the  loads  of  your 
sins,  and  gird  you  as  strong  men.  Forget  the 
things  that  are  behind,  and  reach  forward  with 
all  your  might  to  the  things  that  are  before  you. 
I  tell  you  that  every  place  on  which  you  tread 
shall  be  yours.  For  there  is  a  Spirit  before  our 
face,  Christ  the  Lord,  who  shall  draw  us  to  the 
mountain-tops  in  the  bonds  of  love.  Wondrous, 
my  brothers,  are  the  espousals  of  Poverty,  but 
we  may  easily  enjoy  her  embraces,  for  the  Lady 
of  the  Nations  is  become,  as  it  were,  a  widow,  and 
the  Queen  of  all  the  virtues  has  been  made  vile 
and  contemptible.' — S.  C.  3. 

339  Y2  DECEMBER  4 


OF  THE  HOUSE  AT  PORTIUNCULA  WHICH 
S.  FRANCIS  BEGAN  TO  DESTROY 

S  FRANCIS,  when  speaking  of  poverty,  would 
•  often  urge  on  the  brethren  that  saying  of 
the  Gospel  :  '  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds 
of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of  God  hath 
not  where  to  lay  His  head.'  Once,  when  a  chapter 
was  to  be  held  at  S.  Maria  de  Portiuncula,  and 
the  time  was  at  hand,  the  people  of  Assisi,  in 
Francis'  absence,  and  without  his  knowledge, 
built  with  the  utmost  speed  a  house  for  the 
chapter  to  be  held  in.  On  his  return  he  saw 
the  house,  and,  being  deeply  displeased,  com- 
plained in  no  gentle  tones.  Presently  he  arose, 
the  foremost  to  demolish  the  building,  got  up  on 
the  roof,  and  with  strong  hand  tore  down  the 
slates  and  tiles.  He  bade  the  brethren  also  come 
up  and  remove  that  monstrous  thing,  opposed  to 
poverty,  for  he  said  that  anything  savouring  of 
arrogance  that  was  seen  in  that  place  would 
quickly  spread  through  the  Order,  and  be  taken 
by  all  as  an  example.  Therefore,  he  would  have 
utterly  destroyed  that  house  if  certain  knights 
who  were  present  had  not  resisted  the  fervour  of 
his  spirit  by  declaring  that  it  was  the  property 
of  the  State,  and  not  of  the  brethren. — 2  Cel.  56, 

57- 

DECEMBER  34O 


OF  THE  MUTUAL  OBLIGATIONS  OF  THE 
BRETHREN  AND  THE  WORLD 

S  FRANCIS  would  sometimes  repeat  these 
.  words  :  '  In  proportion  as  the  brethren 
shall  decline  from  poverty  the  world  shall  decline 
from  them,  and  they  shall  seek,  but  shall  not  find ; 
but  if  they  embrace  my  Lady  Poverty,  the  world 
shall  nourish  them,  because  they  have  been  given 
to  the  world  for  salvation.'  And  again  :  '  There 
are  mutual  obligations  between  the  world  and 
the  brethren  ;  they  owe  to  the  world  a  good 
example,  the  world  owes  them  the  provision  of 
necessaries.  When  they  belie  their  faith,  and 
cease  to  give  a  good  example,  the  world,  by  a 
just  judgment,  draws  back  its  hand  from  them.' 
In  his  care  for  Poverty  the  man  of  God  feared  a 
multitude  ;  for  appearance,  even  though  not  fact, 
points  it  out  as  rich.  Wherefore  he  used  to  say  : 
'  O  that  it  might  come  to  pass  that  the  world, 
beholding  the  Lesser  Brethren  very  rarely,  should 
wonder  at  the  fewness  of  them  !  .  .  .'  Those 
psalms  which  refer  to  poverty — for  instance, 
'  The  patience  of  the  poor  shall  not  perish  for 
ever,'  and  'Let  the  poor  see  and  be  glad' — he  used 
to  chant  with  more  fervent  affection  and  more 
gladsome  rejoicing. — 2  Cel.  70. 


341  DECEMBER  6 


BROTHER  GILES  KINDLES  BROTHER  LEO'S 
ZEAL  FOR  POVERTY 

NOW  brother  Giles  was  very  zealous  for 
Poverty,  for  he  dwelt  in  a  little  cell  made 
of  wattle  and  clay,  was  content  with  a  single 
poor  tunic,  and  abhorred  all  superfluity.  So 
when  he  heard  from  brother  Leo  and  other 
brethren  that  a  great  and  sumptuous  basilica  was 
building  at  Assisi,  and  that  a  marble  receptacle 
had  been  placed  there  by  brother  Elias,  into 
which  visitors  might  put  money  for  that  work, 
he  answered  :  '  Though  a  house  stretched  from 
here  (Perugia)  to  Assisi,  one  corner  is  enough  for 
me  to  live  in.'  Then  he  turned  to  brother  Leo, 
and  said  with  tears  :  '  If  thou  art  dead,  go  and 
break  that  marble  vessel  which  has  been  ordained 
to  receive  the  money  of  contributors,  contrary  to 
holy  Poverty.  If  thou  art  alive,  let  it  alone  ;  for 
thou  couldst  hardly  bear  the  persecutions  of 
yonder  Elias.'  When  brother  Leo  understood 
this  he  was  strengthened  in  the  Lord,  and  he  and 
some  other  brethren  broke  that  vessel  to  pieces. 
Wherefore  brother  Elias  was  indignant,  and 
caused  them  to  be  severely  flogged  and  driven 
out  of  the  city. — An.  Fr.  iii.  34,  72,  89. 


DECEMBER  7  34^ 


HOW  LEARNED  MEN  SHOULD  STRIP  THEM- 
SELVES ON  ENTERING  THE  ORDER 

S  FRANCIS  once  said  that  when  a  great  clerk 
•  joined  the  Order  he  ought  in  some  sort  to 
resign  even  his  learning,  in  order  that,  having 
stript  himself  of  such  a  possession,  he  might  offer 
himself  naked  to  the  arms  of  the  Crucified. 
'  Learning,'  he  said,  '  makes  many  men  indocile, 
not  suffering  a  certain  stiffness  of  theirs  to  be 
bent  by  the  discipline  of  humility.  Wherefore  I 
would  have  a  lettered  man  first  of  all  make  this 
petition  to  me :  "  See,  brother,  I  have  lived  long 
in  the  world,  and  have  never  truly  known  my 
God.  Give  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  place  removed 
from  the  turmoil  of  the  world  where  I  may  grieve 
over  my  past  years,  and  where,  gathering  together 
the  scattered  energies  of  my  heart,  I  may  reform 
my  soul  for  better  things."  What,  think  you, 
would  the  man  become  who  should  make  such  a 
beginning  ?  Verily  he  would  go  forth  to  all 
things  with  the  strength  of  a  lion  unchained,  and 
the  blessed  juice  which  he  had  tasted  at  the 
beginning  would  increase  in  him  with  continual 
profit.' — 2  Cel.  194. 


343  DECEMBER  8 


AGAINST  PHILOSOPHIZING  IN  THE  PULPIT 

THERE  was  once  in  England  a  brother  whose 
sermons  were  in  much  acceptance,  and 
who  displayed  no  little  ingenuity  in  weaving  a 
certain  amount  of  philosophy  into  his  theology. 
One  night  when  he  was  preparing  to  preach, 
intending  to  philosophize  in  that  sermon  beyond 
his  wont,  Christ  appeared  to  him  as  he  was 
praying,  holding  a  beautiful  book  in  His  hand, 
in  the  middle  of  which  were  fair  golden  letters, 
but  on  the  margins  there  was  mire  which  gave 
off  a  grievous  stench  ;  the  outward  surface  of  the 
book  was  also  foul.  And  when  the  brother  asked 
Christ  what  that  book  so  foul  and  fair  represented. 
He  answered  :  '  The  golden  letters  are  the  words 
of  theological  truth,  the  stinking  mire  the  sayings 
of  philosophers,  the  outward  foulness  the  show 
of  ingenuity  whereby  ye  defile  My  words  in  many 
ways.'  And  so  that  brother,  on  coming  back 
to  himself,  changed  his  subject,  laid  aside  his 
ingenuity,  and,  content  with  the  utterances  of 
Holy  Scripture  and  the  holy  doctors  alone, 
renounced  philosophic  learning  in  his  sermons. — 
An.  Fr.  iii.  288. 


DECEMBER  9  344 


SAYINGS   OF  BROTHER  WILLIAM   OF 
NOTTINGHAM 

BROTHER  WILLIAM  of  Nottingham  used  to 
say  that  regard  must  be  had  to  the  mind 
and  intention  of  S.  Francis  in  the  Rule,  lest,  even 
as  the  hairs  of  the  beard  grow  insensibly,  so 
superfluities  should  grow  up  in  the  Order.  Further, 
that  we  must  struggle  more  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  against  the  current  of  the  world,  else 
it  will  draw  us  lower  down  than  we  intend,  just 
as  a  stream  does  to  those  who  are  crossing  it,  and 
making  straight  for  the  opposite  shore  ;  and  that 
no  one  can  tell  whether  he  will  dislike  being 
removed  from  any  place  until  he  has  tried  it,  any 
more  than  we  notice  that  hairs  stick  to  the  head 
until  they  are  pulled.  ...  He  believed  anyone's 
report  very  reluctantly  unless  the  person  were 
willing  to  make  his  statement  in  the  presence  of 
several  others. — Eccleston,  Coll.  xiv. 


345  DECEMBER    lO 


ADMONITIONS  OF  S.  FRANCIS 

*"pLESSED  is  the  servant  who  renders  and 
JL)  attributes  all  his  good  things  to  the 
Lord  God,  for  he  who  keeps  back  anything  for 
himself  hides  the  money  of  the  Lord  his  God,  and 
that  which  he  thinks  he  has  shall  be  taken  away 
from  him. 

♦Blessed  is  that  servant  who  does  not  deem 
himself  better  when  he  is  magnified  and  exalted 
by  men  than  when  he  is  deemed  of  no  account, 
simple,  and  an  object  of  contempt ;  for  a  man  is 
just  so  great  as  he  is  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  no 
greater.  Woe  to  that  Religious  who  has  been 
set  on  high  by  others,  and  will  not  come  down 
of  his  own  will ;  and  blessed  is  that  servant  who 
is  not  set  on  high  of  his  own  will,  and  ever 
desires  to  be  under  the  feet  of  others. 

♦Blessed  is  that  Religious  who  has  no  joy  and 
gladness  save  in  the  most  holy  words  and  works 
of  God,  and  thereby  leads  men  to  the  love  of  God 
in  joy,  gladness,  and  exultation  ;  and  woe  to  that 
Religious  who  delights  in  vain  and  idle  words, 
and  thereby  leads  men  to  laughter. — Opusc.  70, 72. 


DECEMBER    II  346 


VIRTUE  TO  BE  PREFERRED  TO  LEARNING 

THOSE  brethren  who  are  being  led  by  curiosity 
of  learning  shall  find  their  hands  empty  in 
the  day  of  tribulation.  Therefore  I  would  rather 
have  them  strengthened  in  virtue,  that  when  the 
time  of  tribulation  comes  they  might  have  the 
Lord  with  them  in  their  distress ;  for  tribulation 
is  coming,  when  books  shall  profit  nothing,  and  be 
thrown  out  of  windows  or  hidden  away.  I  would 
not  have  my  brethren  eager  for  learning  and 
books,  but  I  would  have  them  be  founded  on 
holy  humility,  and  imitate  pure  simplicity,  holy 
prayer,  and  the  Lady  Poverty.  This  is  the  only 
safe  way  to  save  themselves  and  edify  others, 
for  Christ,  whom  the  brethren  have  been  called 
to  imitate,  pointed  out  to  us  this  way  alone,  and 
taught  it  alike  by  word  and  example.  Many 
brethren,  with  a  view  to  edifying  others,  will 
forsake  their  calling — namely,  holy  humility, 
pure  simplicity,  prayer,  devotion,  and  our  Lady 
Poverty.  And  it  shall  happen  to  them  that  the 
understanding  of  Scripture,  which  they  think  will 
make  them  the  more  imbued  or  filled  with  devo- 
tion, inflamed  by  love,  and  enlightened  by  the 
knowledge  of  God,  shall  be  the  occasion  of  their 
remaining  cold  and  empty  within ;  and  so  they 
will  not  be  able  to  return  to  their  old  vocation, 
because  they  have  wasted  in  vain  and  false  study 
the  time  for  living  after  their  vocation. — Opusc.  256. 

347  DECEMBER    12 


OF  PERFECT  OBEDIENCE 

ONCE  when  S.  Francis  was  sitting  with  his 
companions  he  sighed  forth  some  such 
lament  as  this  :  '  There  is  scarce  any  Religious 
in  all  the  world  that  obeys  his  Superior  perfectly.' 
His  companions,  much  moved,  said  to  him  : 
'  Tell  us,  father,  what  perfect  and  supreme 
obedience  is.'  He  answered  :  '  Take  a  corpse, 
and  put  it  where  you  please ;  you  will  see  that  it 
does  not  resist  being  moved,  grumbles  not  at  its 
position,  asks  not  for  release.  If  it  be  placed  on 
a  throne  it  will  look,  not  above,  but  beneath  ;  if 
arrayed  in  purple  its  pallor  will  be  doubled.  This,' 
he  added,  '  is  the  truly  obedient  man  ;  he  dis- 
cusses not  wherefore  he  is  moved,  cares  not  where 
he  is  placed,  does  not  press  to  be  transferred 
elsewhither.  When  raised  to  office,  he  keeps  his 
wonted  humility  ;  the  more  he  is  honoured,  the 
more  unworthy  he  deems  himself  to  be.' — 
2  Cel.  152. 


DECEMBER   13  348 


S.  FRANCIS  EXHORTS  THE  BRETHREN  TO 
REVERENCE  THE  WORDS  OF  GOD,  AND 
CONFESSES  HIS  OWN  SHORTCOMINGS 

*  T7ORASMUCH  as  '  he  who  is  of  God  heareth 
X~^  God's  words,'  we,  my  loving  brethreiij 
who  are  appointed  in  a  more  special  manner  to 
divine  duties,  must  not  only  hear  and  do  what 
God  says,  but  must  also  (in  order  that  we  may 
be  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  the  height  of  our 
Creator  and  of  our  subjection  to  Him)  protect 
the  vessels  and  other  receptacles  which  contain 
His  holy  words.  Wherefore  I  admonish  all  my 
brethren  and  encourage  them  in  Christ  to  revere 
the  words  of  God  to  the  best  of  their  power 
wheresoever  they  find  them  written,  and,  so  far 
as  they  may,  to  collect  them  and  put  them  away 
if  they  are  not  kept  in  a  proper  place,  or  are  lying 
scattered  anywhere  in  an  unseemly  way,  honour- 
ing in  the  words  the  Lord  who  spoke  them.  For 
many  things  are  hallowed  by  the  words  of  God, 
and  it  is  by  the  power  of  Christ's  words  that  the 
Sacrament  of  the  altar  is  accomplished.  Further- 
more, I  confess  all  my  sins  to  God  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  the  Blessed  Mary 
ever  virgin,  and  to  all  the  Saints  in  heaven  and 
in  earth,  and  to  the  Minister-General  of  this  our 
Religion  (as  to  my  venerable  lord),  and  to  all  the 
priests  of  our  Order,  and  to  all  other  my  blessed 
brethren.  In  many  things  I  have  offended  by 
my  grievous  fault,  especially  in  that  I  have  not 
kept  the  Rule  which  I  promised  to  the  Lord,  nor 
said  the  office,  as  the  Rule  prescribes,  whether 
through  negligence  or  by  occasion  of  my  infirmity, 
or  because  I  am  ignorant  and  unlettered. — 
Epist.  xi.  {Opusc.  32). 

349  DECEMBER    14 


S.  FRANCIS  ENTREATS  THAT  THE  RULE 
BE  OBSERVED 

*  T  ENTREAT  my  Minister-General  as  earnestly 
JL  as  I  can  to  cause  the  Rule  to  be  observed 
by  all,  and  let  the  clerks  say  the  office  devoutly 
before  God,  so  that  they  may  please  God  by  their 
singleness  of  mind,  and  not  tickle  the  ears  of  the 
people  by  wantonness  of  voice.  Let  them  not 
heed  melody  of  voice,  but  harmony  of  mind,  so 
that  the  voice  may  be  in  concord  with  the  mind, 
and  the  mind  with  God.  I  for  my  part  promise 
steadfastly  to  keep  these  things,  as  God  shall 
give  me  grace.  .  .  .  But  if  any  of  the  brethren 
will  not  observe  these  things,  I  hold  them  not  for 
Catholics  nor  for  my  brethren.  I  will  neither 
see  them  nor  speak  to  them  until  they  shall  have 
done  penance.  And  this  I  say  of  all  others  who 
go  wandering  about  setting  aside  the  discipline 
of  the  Rule ;  for  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  laid  down 
His  life  that  He  might  not  break  His  obedience 
to  the  most  holy  Father. — Epist.  xi.  {Opusc.  34). 


DECEMBER    15  35O 


EXHORTATION  TO  THE  BRETHREN 
TO  REVERENCE  THE  HOLY  SACRAMENT— I. 

*  T  T  EAR  ye,  children  of  the  Lord  and  my 
XT  brethren,  and  receive  with  your  ears  my 
words.  Incline  the  ears  of  your  heart,  and  obey 
the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God.  Keep  His  com- 
mandments with  your  whole  heart,  and  fulfil  His 
counsels  with  perfect  mind.  Give  praise  to  Him, 
for  He  is  good,  and  exalt  Him  in  your  works. 
The  Lord  God  offers  Himself  to  us  as  to  His  chil- 
dren. I  therefore  entreat  all  you  brethren,  with 
kissing  of  your  feet  and  with  that  charity  which 
I  am  capable  of,  that  to  the  uttermost  of  your 
power  you  show  all  reverence  and  all  honour  to 
the  Body  and  Blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in 
whom  the  things  that  are  in  heaven  and  that  are 
on  earth  have  been  reconciled  to  Almighty  God, 
and  made  to  be  at  peace  with  Him.  I  also 
beseech  in  the  Lord  all  my  brethren  who  are  and 
shall  be  and  desire  to  be  priests  of  the  Most  High, 
whensoever  they  wish  to  celebrate  Mass,  to  be 
pure  and  to  perform  with  purity  and  reverence 
the  true  Sacrifice  of  the  most  holy  Body  and  Blood 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  with  holy  and  undefiled 
intention — not  for  any  worldly  object,  not  for  fear 
or  love  of  any  man,  as  though  they  were  men- 
pleasers,  but  let  the  whole  will  (in  so  far  as 
the  grace  of  the  Almighty  gives  help  thereto) 
be  directed  to  Him.  And  desire  to  please  Him, 
the  supreme  God,  alone,  for  He  alone  it  is 
who  works  therein  as  pleases  Him. — Epist.  xii. 
(Opusc.  36). 


351  DECEMBER    16 


EXHORTATION  TO  THE  BRETHREN 
TO  REVERENCE  THE  HOLY  SACRAMENT— 11. 

*  yy  EMEMBER,  my  brother  priests,  that  it 
Xv  was  written  in  Moses'  law  that  those  who 
transgressed  even  in  corporal  matters  died  with- 
out any  mercy  by  the  sentence  of  the  Lord.  How 
much  greater  and  severer  punishment  does  he 
deserve  to  undergo  who  shall  have  trodden  under 
foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  held  the  blood  of  the 
testament,  wherein  he  was  sanctified,  a  polluted 
thing,  and  done  despite  to  the  Holy  Ghost  ? 
For  a  man  that  is  polluted  despises  and  treads 
under  foot  the  Lamb  of  God,  since,  as  saith  the 
Apostle,  he  who,  not  discerning  and  distinguishing 
between  the  holy  bread  of  Christ  and  other  foods, 
or  other  unworthy  deeds,  eats  unworthily ;  for  that 
the  Lord  saith  by  the  Prophet  :  '  Cursed  is  the 
man  who  does  the  Lord's  work  negligently  or 
fraudulently.'  And,  by  reason  of  the  priests  who 
will  not  apply  their  hearts  to  this  in  truth,  God 
condemns  us,  saying  :  '  I  will  curse  your  blessings. 
.  .  .'  Let  every  man  be  abashed,  let  the  whole 
world  tremble,  and  let  heaven  exult  whensoever 
Christ  the  Son  of  the  living  God  is  upon  the 
altar  in  the  hands  of  the  priest.  O  wondrous 
height,  O  astounding  condescension,  O  sublime 
humility,  that  the  Lord  of  the  universe,  God  and 
the  Son  of  God,  should  so  humble  Himself  as 
to  hide  Himself  for  our  salvation  beneath  the 
lowly  form  of  bread.  Behold,  my  brethren,  the 
humility  of  God,  pour  out  your  hearts  before 
Him,  and  humble  yourselves  that  ye  may  also 
be  exalted  by  Him. — Epist.  xii.  {Opusc.  ;^8). 


DECEMBER    17  352 


S.  FRANCIS  AND  THE  APOSTATE  BROTHER 

WHEN  S.  Francis  was  passing  through 
Apulia  he  met  a  man  who  had  aposta- 
tized from  his  Order.  The  man  fell  at  his  feet, 
and  humbly  begged  forgiveness  for  his  apostasy. 
Then  the  holy  father  pointed  to  a  gallows  standing 
on  an  eminence  in  front  of  them,  and  said  :  *  I 
pardon  thee  this  offence  now ;  return  to  the 
Order,  but  beware ;  for  if  thou  reject  the  habit  a 
second  time,  or  leave  the  Order,  thou  shalt  be 
hanged  on  that  gallows.'  The  apostate  returned 
to  the  Order,  but  remained  therein  but  a  short 
time,  and  a  few  days  after  bidding  it  farewell  he 
committed  some  crime,  for  which,  according  to 
the  holy  man's  prophecy,  he  came  to  a  wretched 
and  shameful  end  on  the  gallows. — Opu$c.  420. 


353  2  DECEMBER    1 8 


HOW  BROTHER  GILES  FORETOLD  THAT  HE 
WOULD  NOT  BE  CANONIZED 

WHEN  brother  Giles  was  in  his  last  sickness, 
and  so  grievously  afflicted  by  fever, 
cough,  and  pains  in  head  and  chest  that  he  could 
neither  eat  nor  sleep,  and  the  brethren  had  to 
carry  him  about  on  a  bed  trying  if  he  might  find 
any  rest,  the  people  of  Perugia  sent  many  armed 
men  to  guard  him,  fearing  that  after  his  death  he 
might  be  carried  elsewhither,  especially  because 
he  had  a  great  wish  to  be  buried  in  S.  Maria  degli 
Angeli  [by  Assisi].  But  when  the  holy  man 
heard  of  it,  he  said  in  fervour  of  spirit :  '  Tell  the 
Perugians  that  the  bells  shall  never  be  rung  for 
my  canonization,  nor  for  great  miracles  [wrought 
by  me]  ;  no  sign  shall  be  given  [them]  but  the 
sign  of  Jonah.'  On  hearing  this,  they  answered  : 
'  Though  he  be  not  canonized,  we  will  have  him.' 
— An.  Fr.  iii.  113. 


DECEMBER   19  354 


S.  FRANCIS  FORETELLS  A  TIME  OF 
TRIBULATION 

S  FRANCIS  used  to  say :  'The  time  wiU  come 
•  when  through  the  evil  examples  of  evil 
brethren  this  Religion,  beloved  of  God,  shall  be 
so  ill  spoken  of  that  it  shall  be  ashamed  to  show 
itself  in  public.  .  .  .  But  those  who  in  that  time 
shall  have  been  found  approved  shall  be  better 
than  their  predecessors.  But  woe  to  those  who, 
applauding  themselves  on  account  of  the  mere 
show  and  appearance  of  religious  conversation, 
and  trusting  in  their  own  wisdom  and  learning, 
shall  be  found  idle — ^that  is,  not  exercising  them- 
selves in  works  of  virtue,  in  the  way  of  the  Cross 
and  of  repentance,  and  in  the  pure  observance  of 
the  Gospel,  which  they  are  bound  by  their  pro- 
fession to  observe  purely  and  simply.  For  these 
will  not  steadfastly  resist  the  temptations  which 
shall  be  allowed  to  come  for  the  trial  of  the  elect ; 
but  they  who  shall  have  been  tried  and  approved 
shall  receive  the  crown  of  life  for  the  attainment 
of  which  they  are  exercised  meanwhile  by  the 
wickedness  of  the  reprobate. — S.  P.  70. 
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THE  BRETHREN  MUST  HAVE  NO  DWELLING 
OF  THEIR  OWN 

ONCE  when  S.  Francis  was  returning  from 
Verona,  and  was  intending  to  go  through 
Bologna,  he  was  told  '  that  a  house  of  the  brethren 
had  just  been  built  there.'  No  sooner  did  he 
hear  the  words  '  a  house  of  the  brethren '  than 
he  turned  aside  and  went  elsewhere  without  going 
to  Bologna,  giving  orders  that  all  the  brethren 
were  to  leave  the  house  with  haste,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  even  the  sick  were  not  left  behind, 
but  turned  out  with  the  rest.  Nor  were  they 
allowed  to  go  back  until  the  Lord  Hugh  (then 
Bishop  of  Ostia  and  Legate  in  Lombardy)  had 
made  it  publicly  known  that  the  house  belonged 
to  him. — 2  Cel.  58  ;  5.  P.  6. 


HE  would  not  let  the  brethren  live  in  any 
dwelling,  even  a  small  one^  unless  he 
were  sure  of  there  being  some  owner  to  whom 
the  property  belonged,  for  he  always  aimed  at 
his  sons'  observing  the  laws  of  pilgrims — namely, 
to  be  gathered  under  another's  roof,  to  pass 
onward  peaceably,  and  to  thirst  after  their  native 
land.  So  even  in  the  hermitage  of  Sartiano, 
when  one  brother  asked  another  where  he  was 
coming  from,  and  the  answer  was  '  From  brother 
Francis'  cell,'  the  holy  man,  on  hearing  it,  replied  : 
'  Since  thou  hast  appropriated  the  cell  to  me  by 
putting  Francis'  name  to  it,  look  out  for  another 
tenant  for  it,  for  I  will  not  stay  in  it  any  more.' — 
2  Cel.  59. 
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S.  FRANCIS  FORETELLS  THE  FORSAKING 
OF  POVERTY  BY  THE  BRETHREN 

BROTHER  LEO,  the  blessed  father's  com- 
panion and  confessor,  on  seeing  several 
large  and  sumptuous  buildings  being  reared, 
which  bore  little  testimony  to  the  strict  poverty 
of  the  Lesser  Brethren,  desired  greatly  to  know 
the  father's  will  and  opinion  in  this  matter,  and 
spoke  to  him  about  it  in  the  presence  of  other 
brethren.  S.  Francis  said  these  words  in  reply  : 
'  Hearken,  my  brethren  :  some  of  our  Order  are 
now  building  many  great  convents,  and  after  us 
there  will  come  other  brethren  of  ours  who  will 
build  great  houses,  wherein  nobles  of  the  world 
may  dwell  honourably  ;  and  these  brethren  shall 
make  for  themselves  very  good  tunics.  But  it  is 
enough  for  me  now  if  my  brethren  keep  them- 
selves from  mortal  sins.' — Opusc.  372. 
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HOW  S.  FRANCIS  CLOTHED  A  POOR  WOMAN 
AT  CELANO 

IT  happened  at  Celano  in  winter-time  that 
S.  Francis  was  wearing  a  cloth  folded  like 
a  mantle,  which  a  friend  of  the  brethren,  a  man 
of  Tivoli,  had  lent  him  ;  and  when  he  was  in  the 
palace  of  the  Bishop  of  Marsi  he  met  an  old 
woman  asking  alms.  Immediately  he  unfas- 
tened the  cloth,  and  though  it  did  not  belong 
to  him,  gave  it  to  the  poor  old  woman,  saying  : 
'  Go  and  make  thyself  a  gown,  for  thou  art  in 
sore  need  of  one.'  The  old  woman  smiled,  being 
quite  overcome  either  by  shyness  or  joy,  took 
the  cloth  from  his  hands,  hurried  off,  and,  fearing 
that  it  might  be  asked  for  again  if  she  delayed, 
cut  it  up  with  scissors.  But  finding  that  the 
cloth  she  had  cut  would  not  be  enough  for  a 
gown,  she  was  encouraged  by  his  former  kind- 
ness to  go  back  to  the  holy  man  and  point  out 
that  there  was  too  little  cloth.  Francis  looked 
round  at  his  companion,  who  had  just  the  amount 
of  cloth  required  on  his  back,  and  said  :  '  Hearest 
thou,  brother,  what  this  poor  woman  is  saying  ? 
Let  us  bear  the  cold  for  the  love  of  God,  and  do 
thou  give  her  cloth  to  finish  her  gown  with.' 
Whereupon  his  companion  gave,  even  as  he  had 
given,  and  both  remained  naked  that  the  old 
woman  might  be  clothed. — 2  Cel.  86. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  CARE  FOR  THE  BIRDS  AND 
BEASTS  AT  CHRISTMAS 

S  FRANCIS  was  often  heard  to  say :  '  If  I  can 
•  have  speech  of  the  Emperor,  to  entreat 
and  persuade  him,  I  will  ask  that  for  the  love  of 
God  and  of  me  he  will  make  a  special  law  that 
no  one  should  take  or  kill  our  sisters  the  larks, 
nor  do  them  any  harm  ;  and  likewise  that  all 
the  magistrates  of  cities  and  lords  of  fortresses 
and  villages  should  be  bound  every  year  on 
Christmas  Day  to  compel  men  to  throw  out  corn 
and  other  grain  on  the  roads  outside  the  cities 
and  fortresses,  that  our  sisters  the  larks  and  the 
other  birds,  too,  may  have  somewhat  to  eat  on 
the  day  of  so  great  a  festival ;  and  that  for  rever- 
ence to  the  Son  of  God,  whom^  as  on  that  night 
the  most  blessed  Virgin  Mary  laid  in  a  manger 
between  the  ox  and  the  ass,  everyone  who  has 
an  ox  and  an  ass  should  be  bound  that  night  to 
provide  them  abundantly  with  good  fodder  ;  and 
likewise  that  on  that  day  all  the  poor  should  be 
satisfied  by  the  rich  with  good  food.' — S.  P.  114. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  CHRISTMAS  AT  GRECCIO 

THERE  dwelt  at  Greccio  a  man  named  John, 
whom  Francis  loved  with  special  affection, 
because,  having  been  a  man  of  noble  and  honour- 
able position  in  his  town,  he  had  trampled  on  the 
nobility  of  the  flesh,  and  followed  after  the 
nobility  of  the  mind.  This  man  did  blessed 
Francis  send  for  about  fifteen  days  before  the 
Nativity  of  the  Lord,  and  said  to  him  :  '  If  thou 
wilt  that  we  celebrate  the  present  festival  of  the 
Lord  at  Greccio,  make  haste  and  diligently  pre- 
pare what  I  tell  thee.  For  I  would  make  memorial 
of  that  Child  who  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  and  in 
some  sort  behold  with  bodily  eyes  His  infant 
hardships :  how  He  lay  in  a  manger  on  the  hay, 
with  the  ox  and  the  ass  standing  by.'  When  the 
good  and  faithful  man  heard  it,  he  made  haste 
and  prepared  in  the  aforesaid  place  all  the  things 
that  Francis  had  told  him  of.  .  .  .  The  holy 
man  came,  found  all  things  ready,  and  rejoiced. 
The  manger  was  prepared,  with  the  hay  ;  the  ox 
and  the  ass  had  been  brought  in.  The  people 
came  together,  the  brethren  sang  praises  to  God. 
The  Saint  of  God  stood  before  the  manger,  full 
of  sighs,  overcome  with  pity,  and  filled  with 
wondrous  joy.  The  solemnities  of  Mass  were 
celebrated  over  the  manger  .  .  .  and  the  holy 
man  of  God  with  sonorous  voice  chanted  the 
Gospel,  and  then  preached  to  the  people  who 
stood  around,  uttering  words  sweet  as  honey  con- 
cerning the  birth  of  the  poor  King  and  the  little 
town  of  Bethlehem.— I  Cel.  84,  85. 
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S.  FRANCIS'  LOVE  FOR  THE  CHRISTMAS 
FESTIVAL 

S  FRANCIS  observed  with  ineffable  eagerness 
•  the  Nativity  of  the  child  Jesus  above  all 
other  festivals,  declaring  that  it  was  the  feast  of 
feasts,  whereon  God,  become  a  tiny  infant,  hung 
upon  a  human  breast.  He  cherished  with  hungry 
thoughts  the  image  of  those  infant  limbs,  and  his 
compassion  for  the  Child,  which  flooded  his  heart, 
made  him  even  lisp  words  of  sweetness,  as  infants 
do.  When  there  was  a  talk  of  not  eating  flesh, 
because  it  was  a  Friday,  he  answered  brother 
Morico,  saying  :  '  Thou  sinnest,  brother,  in  calling 
the  day  on  which  a  Child  has  been  born  to  us 
Friday.  I  would,'  said  he,  '  that  the  very  walls 
should  eat  flesh  on  such  a  day,  or,  if  they  cannot, 
that  they  should  at  any  rate  be  greased  outside  !' 
— 2  CeL  199. 
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S.  FRANCIS  INSISTS  ON  THE  BRETHREN 
WORKING 

THE  blessed  Francis  used  to  say  that  those 
who  did  not  apply  themselves  with  willing 
humility  to  some  work  should  soon  be  spewed 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Lord.  No  one  could 
appear  before  him  idle  without  being  at  once 
checked  by  a  sharp  reproof.  For  he,  the  pattern 
of  all  perfection,  used  himself  humbly  to  work 
with  his  hands,  and  did  not  allow  any  part  of 
that  best  of  gifts,  time,  to  run  to  waste.  For 
he  used  to  say  :  '  I  wish  my  brethren  to  labour 
and  humbly  train  themselves  in  good  works,  that 
we  may  be  the  less  burdensome  to  men,  and  that 
neither  our  heart  nor  our  tongue  may  go  astray 
in  idleness.  But  let  those  who  know  nothing 
learn  to  work.'  He  said,  however,  that  what 
was  gained  or  earned  by  work  should  not  be  at 
the  disposal  of  the  worker,  but  of  the  Warden  or 
of  the  family. — 5.  P.  75. 
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SAYINGS  OF  BROTHER  GILES 

BROTHER  GILES  once  said  :  '  A  certain  man 
had  neither  eyes,  hands,  nor  feet.  Some- 
one asked  him  :  "  If  anyone  gave  thee  back  thy 
feet,  what  wouldst  thou  give  him  ?"  "A  hundred 
pounds,"  he  answered.  "  And  if  anyone  gave 
thee  back  thy  hands  ?"  "All  my  goods,"  was 
his  reply.  "  And  if  anyone  gave  thee  light  ?" 
"  I  would  serve  him  all  the  days  of  my  life." ' 
And  brother  Giles  said  :  '  Behold,  dear  brother, 
the  Lord  has  given  thee  hands,  eyes,  and  feet, 
and  all  bodily  and  spiritual  good  things,  and  wilt 
thou  not  serve  him  ?' 

A  brother  asked  brother  Giles  :  '  How  might 
I  fly  from  temptations  ?'  His  answer  was  :  *  The 
man  who  flies  from  temptations  flies  from  eternal 
life,  for  "  None  shall  be  crowned  unless  he  have 
striven  lawfully."  ' — An.  Fr.  iii.  Sy. 
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S.  FRANCIS  DESCRIBES  THE  STATE  OF 
THE  WICKED 

*  A  LL  those  who  are  not  in  a  state  of  repentance, 
I~\  and  do  not  receive  the  Body  and  Blood  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but  are  workers  of  vices 
and  sins,  and  walk  after  their  lust  and  evil 
desires,  and  observe  not  the  things  they  have 
promised,  and  serve  with  their  body  the  world, 
and  the  carnal  desires,  the  cares,  and  anxieties 
of  this  life,  and  with  their  mind  serve  the  Devil, 
by  whom  they  have  been  deceived,  and  whose 
works  they  do — all  these  are  blind,  because  they 
see  not  the  true  Light,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
They  have  not  the  wisdom  of  the  Spirit,  for  they 
have  not  the  Son  of  God  within  them,  who  is  the 
true  Wisdom  of  the  Father.  Of  such  it  is  said  : 
'  Their  wisdom  hath  been  swallowed  up.'  They 
see,  they  recognise,  they  know  what  is  evil,  and 
they  do  it,  and  knowingly  destroy  their  own  souls. 
Give  heed,  ye  blind,  deceived  by  your  enemies — 
namely,  the  flesh,  the  world,  and  the  Devil — for 
to  the  body  to  sin  is  sweet  and  to  serve  God 
bitter,  because  all  evil  things  issue  and  proceed 
from  the  heart  of  man,  as  saith  the  Lord  in  the 
Gospel. — Epist.  ii.  {Opusc.  14). 
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S.  FRANCIS  DESCRIBES  THE  DEATH  OF 
THE  WICKED 

*'TnHE  body  is  sick,  death  is  drawing  nigh,  the 
X  neighbours  and  friends  come  and  say, 
*  Set  thy  house  in  order.'  And  see,  his  wife  and 
children,  his  neighbours  and  friends,  are  weeping 
feigned  tears,  and  he  looks  round  and  sees  them 
weeping,  and  is  moved  by  a  bad  impulse,  and, 
thinking  within  himself,  says  :  '  See,  I  put  my 
soul  and  body  and  all  that  is  mine  into  your 
hands.'  Truly  that  man  is  cursed  who  entrusts 
and  exposes  his  soul  and  body  and  all  that  is  his 
to  such  hands  !  Wherefore  the  Lord  saith  by 
the  Prophet  :  '  Cursed  is  the  man  who  putteth 
his  trust  in  man.'  And  his  friends  send  at  once 
for  the  priest,  who  says  to  him  :  '  Wouldst  thou 
receive  absolution  for  all  thy  sins  ?'  'I  would,' 
he  answers.  '  Wilt  thou  make  satisfaction  out 
of  thy  substance  for  what  thou  hast  done,  and 
for  thy  acts  of  fraud  and  deceit  ?'  '  No.'  '  Why 
not  ?'  '  Because  I  have  disposed  of  all  into  the 
hands  of  my  neighbours.'  And  then  he  begins 
to  lose  his  speech,  and  so  he  dies  most  wretched. 
.  .  .  And  all  the  talents,  power,  and  learning 
which  he  thought  to  have  are  taken  from  him, 
and  the  neighbours  and  friends  take  his  substance 
and  divide  it,  and  say  afterwards  :  '  Cursed  be 
his  soul,  for  he  might  have  gained  more  than  he 
did,  and  given  us  more.'  Worms  will  devour 
his  body,  devils  will  gnaw  his  soul,  and  so  he  loses 
body  and  soul  for  the  sake  of  this  fleeting  world. — 
Epist.  ii.  (Opusc.  i6). 
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AN  EXHORTATION  TO  THE  LOVE  OF  GOD 

*  T  ET  us  all  love  the  Lord  God  with  all  our 
J^^  heart,  with  all  our  soul,  with  all  our  mind 
and  strength,  with  all  our  intellect  and  all  our 
energies,  with  all  our  efforts,  with  all  our  inmost 
being,  with  all  our  desires  and  will,  for  that  He 
gave  and  gives  to  us  all  His  whole  body,  His 
whole  soul,  and  His  whole  life,  and  He  has  created 
and  redeemed  us,  and  saved  us  by  His  mercy 
alone,  and  has  bestowed,  and  still  bestows  all 
good  things  on  us  miserable  and  wretched  beings 
— rotten,  stinking,  ungrateful,  ignorant,  and  evil. 
Therefore  let  us  desire  nothing  else,  let  us  wish 
for  nothing  else,  let  nothing  else  give  us  pleasure 
and  delight  but  our  Creator,  Redeemer,  and 
Saviour,  the  true  and  only  God. — Regula  i.,  c.  23 
(Opusc.  162). 
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Ashton  (R.).     See  Little  Blue  Books. 

Atkins  (H.  G.).     See  Oxford  Biographies. 

Atkinson  (C.  M.).  JEREMY  BENTHAM. 
Demy  Svo.     $s.  net. 

Atkinson  (T.  D.).  A  SHORT  HISTORY 
OF  ENGLISH  ARCHITECTURE. 
With  over  200  Illustrations.  Fcap.  8vo. 
35-.  6d.  net. 

A  GLOSSARY  OF  TERMS  USED  IN 
ENGLISH  ARCHITECTURE.  Illus. 
trated.    Fcap.  Zvo.     2>^.  6d.  net. 

Auden  (T.),  M.A.,  F.S.A.  See  Ancient  Cities. 

Aurelius  (Marcus).  See  Standard  Library 
and  W.  H.  D.  Rouse. 

Austen  (Jane).  See  Little  Library  and 
Standard  Library. 

Aves  (Ernest).     See  Books  on  Business. 

Bacon  (Francis).  See  Little  Library  and 
Standard  Library. 
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Baden-Powell  (R.  S.  S.),   Major-General. 
THE  DOWNFALL  OF  PREMPEH.   A 
Diary  of  Life  in  Ashanti,  1895.     Illustrated. 
Third  Edition.  ^  Large  Cr.  ^vo.     ts. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

THE  MATABELE  CAMPAIGN,  1896. 
With  nearly  100  Illustrations.  Fourth 
Edition,     Large  Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

*Bajfot  (Richard).  THE  LAKE  OF 
CO  MO.    Cr.  Svo.     ^s.  6d.  net. 

Bailey  (J.  C),  M.A.  "^See  Cowper, 

Baker  (W.  G.),  M.A.  See  Junior  Examina- 
tion Series. 

Baker(Julian  L.),  F.LC,  F.C.S.  See  Books 
on  Business. 

Balfour  (Graham).     THE    LIFE    OF 
ROBERT  LOUIS  STEVENSON.  Second 
Edition.  Two  Volumes.  Demy  Zvo.  "z^s.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Bally  (S.  E.).     See  Commercial  Series. 

Banks  (Elizabeth  L.).      THE  AUTO- 
BIOGRAPHY   OF    A    'NEWSPAPER 
GIRL.'    Second  Edition.     Cr.  8z'o,    6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Barham  (R.  H.).    See  Little  Library. 

Baring    (The    Hon.    Maurice).      WITH 
THE   RUSSIANS    IN    MANCHURIA. 
Third  Edition.  _  Demy  Zvo.     7s.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Baring-Gould  (S.).  THE  LIFE  OF 
NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE.  With  over 
450  Illustrations  in  the  Text,  and  12  Photo- 
gravure Plates.  Gilt  tof.  Large  quarto. 
36^. 

THE  TRAGEDY  OF  THE  C/ESARS. 
With  numerous  Illustrations  from  Busts, 
Gems,  Cameos,  etc.  Fifth  Edition.  Royal 
Svo.     los.  6d.  net. 

A  BOOK  OF  FAIRY  TALES.  With 
numerous  Illustrations  by  A.  J.  Gaskin. 
Second  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     Buckram.     6s. 

OLD  ENGLISH  FAIRY  TALES.      V/ith 
numerous  Illustrations  by  F.  I).  Bedford. 
Second  Edition.  ^  Cr.  'ivo.    Buckram.    6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

THE  VICAR  OF  MORWENSTOW.  Re- 
vised  Edition.  With  a  Portrait.  Cr.  Zvo. 
2,s.  6d. 

DARTMOOR:  A  Descriptive  and  Historical 
Sketch.  With  Plans  and  numerous  Illus- 
trations.    Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

A    BOOK     OF     DEVON.  Illustrated. 

Second  Edition.    Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 

A  BOOK  OF  CORNWALL.  Illustrated. 
Second  Edition.    Cr.  %vo.    6s. 

A  BOOK  OF  NORTH  WALES.  Illus- 
trated.     Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 

A  BOOK  OF  SOUTH  WALES.    Illustrated. 

A  ROOK  OF  BRITTANY.   Illustrated.  Cr. 

Zvo.     6s. 
A  BOOK  OF  THE  RIVIERA.    Illustrated. 

Cr.  9.T0.     6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 


*THE  RHINE.    Illustrated.    Cr.lvo.    6s. 

A  BOOK  OF  GHOSTS.  With  8  Illustra- 
tions by  D.  Murray  Smith.  Second  Edi- 
tion.    Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

OLD  COUNTRY  LIFE.  With  67  Illustra- 
tions.   Fifth  Edition.    Large  Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 

A  GARLAND  OF  COUNTRY  SONG: 
English  Folk  Songs  with  their  Traditional 
Melodies.  Collected  and  arranged  by  S. 
Baring-Gould  and  H.  F.  Sheppard. 
Demy  \to.     6s. 

SONGS  OF  THE  WEST:  Folk  Songs  of 
Devon  and  Cornwall.  Collected  from  the 
Mouths  of  the  People.  ByS.  Baking-Gould, 
M.A.,  and  H'  Fleetwood  Sheppard,  M.A. 
New  and  Revised  Edition,  under  the  musical 
editorship  of  Cecil  J.  Sharp,  Principal  of 
the  Hampstead  Conservatoire.  Large  I?n- 
perialZvo.     ^s.  net. 

See  also  Little  Guides  and  Half-Crown 
Library. 

Barker  (Aldred  F.).  See  Textbooks  of 
Technology. 

Barnes  (W.  E.),  D.D.  See  Churchman's 
Bible. 

Barnett  (Mrs.  P.  A.).     See  Little  Library. 

Baron(R.  R.  N.),  M.A.  FRENCH  PROSE 
COMPOSITION.  Second  Edition.  Cr.lvo. 
■2s.6d.  Key ^-^s. net.  Seealso  Junior  Scho(jl 
Books. 

Barron  (H.  M.),  M.A.,  Wadham  College, 
Oxford.  TEXTS  FOR  SERMONS.  With 
a  Preface  by  Canon  Scott  Holland. 
Cr.  %vo.    y.  6d. 

Bartholomew  (J.  G.),  F.R.S.E.  See  C.  G. 
Robertson. 

Bastable  (C.  F. ),  M.  A.   See  S. Q.  S. 

Batson  (Mrs.  Stephen).  A  BOOK  OF 
THE  COUNTRY  AND  THE  GARDEN. 
Illustrated  by  F.  Carruthers  Gould  and 
A.  C.  Gould.     Demy  87/0.     los.  6d. 

A  CONCISE  HANDBOOK  OF  GARDEN 
FLOWERS.     Fca^.  8w.    3s.  6d. 

Batten  (Loring  W^.),  Ph.D.,  S.T.D.  THE 
HEBREW  PROPHET.  Cr.  Svo.  3s.  6d 
net. 

Beaman(A.  Hulme).  PONSASINORUM; 
OR,  A  GUIDE  TO  BRIDGE.  Second 
Edition.     F'cap.  8vo.     is.  ^ 

Beard  (W.  S.).  See  Junior  Examination 
Series  and  Beginner's  Books. 

Beckford  (Peter).  THOUGHTS  ON 
HUNTING.  Edited  by  J.  Otho  Paokt, 
and  Illustrated  by  G.  H.  Jalland.  Second 
Edition.     Demy  8vo.     6s. 

Beckford  (William).    See  Little  Library. 

Beeching  (H.  C),  M.A.,  Canon  of  West- 
minster.    See  Library  of  Devotion. 

Begbie  (Harold).  MASTER  WORKERS. 
Illustrated.    Demy  8z>o.    7.9. 6d.  net. 

Behmen  (Jacob).  DIALOGUES  ON  THE 
SUPERSENSUAL  LIFE.  Edited  by 
Bernard  Holland,    Fcap.  8tv.    3^.  6d. 
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Belloc(Hillaire).    PARIS.    With  Maps;  and 

Illustrations.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
•MARIE    ANTOINETTE.     With    many 

Portraits    and    Illustrations.      Vevty   Svo. 

1 25-.  td.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Bellot(H.H.  L.),  M.A.  THEINNERAND 

MIDDLE    TEMPLE.       With    numerous 

Illustrations.     Crown  Zvo.     6s.  net. 
See  also  L.  A.  A.  Jones. 
Bennett  (W.  H.),  M.A.     A  PRIMER  OF 

THE  BIBLE.     Third  Edition.     Cr.  Svo. 

2s.  6d. 
Bennett  (W.  H.)  and  Adeney  (W.  F.).     A 

BIBLICAL    INTRODUCTION.     2^kird 

Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.      is.  6d. 
Benson  (Archbishop)     GOD'S  BOARD: 

Communion  Addresses.    Fcap.  Svo.    3s.  6d. 

net. 
Benson    (A.   C),    M.A.     See    Oxford  Bio- 

ECraphies. 
Benson  (R.  M.).     THE  WAY  OF  HOLI- 
NESS :  a  Devotional  Commentary  on  the 

119th  Psalm.     Cn  Zva.     ss. 
Bernard  (E.  R.),  I^I.A.,  Canon  of  Salisbury. 

THE  ENGLISH  SUNDAY.     Ecap.  Svo. 

IS.  6d. 
Bertouch    (Baroness    de).     THE    LIFE 

OF  FATHER  IGNATIUS.    Illustrated. 

Demy  Svo.     los.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published- 
Betham- Edwards  (M.).  HOME  LIFE  IN 

FRANCE.     Illustrated,     Fourth  Edition. 

Demy  Svo.     ys.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Bethune=Baker  (J.  F.),  M.A.    See  Hand- 
books of  Theolotjy. 
Bidez  (M.).     See  Byzantine  Texts. 
Bi^gs  (C.  R.  D.)f  D.D.     See  Churchman's 

Bible. 
Bindley  (T.  Herbert),  B.D.    THE  OECU- 
MENICAL   DOCUMENTS    OF    THE 

FAITH.     With  Introductions  and  Notes. 

Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Binns  (H.  B.).      THE  LIFE  OF  WALT 

WHITMAN.     Illustrated.     Demy  Svo. 

los.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Binyon  (Laurence).    THE   DEATH  OF 

ADAM,  AND  OTHER  POEMS.    Cr.  Svo. 

35-.  6d,  net. 
•WILLIAM     BLAKE.     In   2  volumes. 

Super  Royal  Quarto.     £z,  is.  each. 
Vol.  r.— The  Book  of  Job. 
BirnstinsrI  (Ethel).  See  Little  Books  on  Art. 
Blackmantle  (Bernard).     Seel.P.L. 
Blair  (Robert).    See  I.P.L. 
Blake  (William).      See    I.P.L.   and    Little 

Library. 
Blaxland     (B.),     M.A.       See     Library    of 

Devotion. 
Bloom   (T.    Harvey),    M.A.      SHAKE- 

S  P  E  A  R  E  •  S  G  A  R  D  E  N.    Illustrated. 

Fcap.  Svo.    ^s.  6d. ;  leather,  4*.  6d.  net. 
See  also  Antiquary's  Books 


Blouet  (Henri).    .=>ee  Beginner's  Books. 
Boardman  (T.    H.),    M.A.    See  Textbooks 

of  Science. 
Bodley  (J.  E.  C),  Author  of  France.'   THE 

CORONATION     OF     EDWARD    VII. 

Demy  Svo.     21s.  net.     By  Command  of  the 

King. 
Body  (George),  D.D.     THE    SOUL'S 

PILGRIMAGE  :      Devotional      Readings 

from  his  writings.     Selected  by  J.  H.  Burn, 

B.D.,  F.R.S.E.    Pott  Svo.    zs.  6d. 
Bona  (Cardinal).     See  Library  of  Devotion. 
Boon  (F.  C).     See  Commercial  Series. 
Borrow  (George).     See  Little  Library. 
Bos   (J.    Ritzema).       AGRICULTURAL 

ZOOLOGY.     Translated  by  J.   R.    Ains- 

woRTH  Davis,  M.A.   With  155 Illustrations. 

Cr.  Svo.     Third  Edition,     -^s.  6d. 
Botting  (C.  G.),  B.  A.    E  A  S  Y  G  R  E  E  K 

EXERCISES.      Cr.    Svo.     2s.      See   also 

Junior  Examination  Series. 
Boulton(E.  S.),  M.A.     GEOMETRY  ON 

MODERN  LINES.     Cr.  Svo.     2s. 
Boulton    (William     B.).        THOMAS 

GAINSBOROUGH      With    40    lUustra- 

tion  s.    Second  Ed.    Demy  Svo.    js.  6d.  net. 
SIR  JOSHUA  REYNOLDS,  P.R.A.    With 

49  Illustrations.     Demy  Svo.     ys.  6d.  net. 
Bowden  (E.  M.).    THE  IMITATION  OF 

BUDDHA:      Being    Quotations^  from 

Buddhist  Literature  for   each  Day  in   the 

Year.    Fifth  Edition.    Cr.  j6mo.    2s.  6d. 
Boyle  (W.).   CHRISTMAS  AT  THE  ZOO. 

With  Verses  by  W.  Boyle  and  24  Coloured 

Pictures  by  H.  B.  Neilson.    Super  Royal 

i6mo.     2S. 
Brabant  (F.  G.),  M.A.     See  Little  Guides. 
Bradley  (J.  W.).     See  Little  Books  on  Art. 
Brailsford    (H.    N.).      MACEDONIA. 

Illustrated.     Demy  Svo.     12s.6d.net. 
Brodrick  (Mary)  and  Morton  (Anderson). 

A  CONCISE  HANDBOOK  OF  EGYP- 

TIAN  ARCH/EOLOGY.    Illustrated.  Cr. 

Svo.     3S.  6d. 
Brooke  (A.  S.),  M.A.     SLINGSBY  AND 

SLINGSBY  CASTLE.     Illustrated.     Cr. 

87'0.    js.  6d. 
Brooks  (E.  W.).     See  Byzantine  Texts. 
Brown  (P.   H.),  LL.D.,  Eraser  Professor  of 

Ancient  (Scottish)  History  at  the  University 

of   Edinburgh.     SCOTLAND    IN    THE 

TIME  OF  QUEEN  MARY.    Demy  Svo. 

7s.  6d.  net. 
Browne    (Sir    Thomas).      See   Standard 

Library. 
Brownell  (C.   L.).      THE    HEART    OF 

JAPAN.       Illustrated.       Third    Editicn. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. ;  also  Demy  Svo.    6d. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Browning  (Robert).    See  Little  Library. 
Buckland  (Francis  T.).     CURIOSiriES 

OF  NATURAL  HISTORY.     Illustrated 

by  H.  B.  Neilson.    Cr,  Svo.-.  3s,  6d,^ 
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Buckton  (A.  M.)  THE  BURDEN  OF 
ENGELA:  a  Ballad-Epic.  Second  Edition. 
Cr.  8vo.     3J.  6d.  net. 

EAGER  HEART  :  A  Mystery  Play.  Fourth 
Edition.    Cr.  ?,vo.    is.  net. 

Budge  (E.  A.  Wallis).  THE  GODS  OF 
THE  EGYPTIANS.  With  over  loo 
Coloured  Plates  and  many  Illustrations. 
Two  Volumes.     Royal  ^vo.     £2,  3^.  net. 

Bull  (Paul),  Army  Chaplain.      GOD  AND 
OUR     SOLDIERS.        Second    Edition. 
Cr.  Zvo.    ds. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

BuIIey  (Miss).    SeeS.Q.S. 

Bunyan  (John).  THE  PILGRIM'S  PRO- 
GRESS. Edited,  with  an  Introduction, 
by  C.  H.  Firth,  M.A.  With  39  Illustra- 
tions by  R.  Anning  Bell.  Cr.  8vo.  6s. 
See  also  Library  of  Devotion  and  Standard 
Library. 

Burch  (Q.  J.),  M.A.,  F.R.S.  A  MANUAL 
OF  ELECTRICAL  SCIENCE.  Illus- 
trated.     Cr.  8vo.     3 J. 

Burgess  (Gelett).  GOOPS  AND  HOW  TO 
BE  THEM.    Illustrated.    Small  ^to.    6s. 

Burke  (Edmund).     See  Standard  Library. 

Burn  (A.  E.),  D.D.,  Rector  of  Handsworth 
and  Prebendary  of  Lichfield. 
See  Handbooks  of  Theology. 

Burn  (J,  H.),  B.D.    See  Library  of  Devotion. 

Bumand  (Sir  F.   C).      RECORDS  AND 
REMINISCENCES.     With  a  Portrait  by 
H.  V.  Herkomer.      Cr.  Zvo.    Fourth  attd 
Cheaper  Edition.     6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Burns  (Robert),  THE  POEMS  OF.  Edited 
by  Andrew  Lang  and  W.  A.  Cr  aigie.  With 
Portrait.  Third  Edition.  Demy  8vo,  gilt 
top.     6s. 

Burnside  (W.  F.),  M.A.  OLD  TESTA- 
MENT HISTORY  FOR  USE  IN 
SCHOOLS.     Cr.  8vo.    3s.  6d. 

Burton  (Alfred).    See  I.P.L. 

Butler  (Joseph).      See  Standard  Library. 

Caldecott  (Alfred),  D.D.  See  Handbooks 
of  Theology. 

Calderwood  (D.  S.),  Headmasters' the  Nor- 
mal School,  Edinburgh.  TEST  CARDS 
IN  EUCLID  AND  ALGEBRA.  In  three 
packets  of  40,  with  Answers.  15.  each.  Or 
in  three  Books,  price  2d.,  2d.,  and  3*/. 

Cambridge  (Ada)  [Mrs.  Cross].   THIRTY 
YEARS   IN  AUSTRALIA.      Demy  8vo. 
7s.  6d. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Canning  (George).     See  Little  Library. 

Capey  (E.  F.  H.).     See  Oxford  Biographies. 

Careless  (John).    See  I.P.L. 

Carlyle  (Thomas).  THE  FRENCH 
REVOLUTION.  Edited  by  C.  R.  L. 
Fletcher,  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College, 
Oxford.     Three  Volumes.    Cr.  8vo.    i8j. 


THE  LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  OLIVER 
CROMWELL.  With  an  Introduction 
by  C.  H.  FiKTH,  M.A.,  and  Notes  and 
Appendices  by  Mrs.  S.  C.  Lomas.  Three 
Volumes.    Demv  Zvo.     i8j.  net. 

Carlyle  (R.  M.  and  A.  J.),  M.A.  See  Leaders 
of  Religion. 

*Carpenter  (Margaret).  THE  CHILD 
IN  ART.     Illustrated.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 

Chamberlin  (Wilbur  B.).  ORDERED 
TO  CHINA.     Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Channer  (C.  C.)  and  Roberts  (M.  E.). 
LACEMAKING  IN  THE  MIDLANDS, 
PAST  AND  PRESENT.  With  16  full- 
page  Illustrations.     Cr.  8vo.     2s.  6d. 

Chapman  (S.  J.).     See  Books  on  Business. 

Chatterton  (Thomas).  See  Standard 
Library. 

Chesterfield  (Lord),  THE  LETTERS  OF, 
TO  HIS  SON.  Edited,  with  an  Introduc- 
tion by  C.  Strachey,  and  Notes  by  A. 
Calthrop.     Two  Volumes.    Cr.  8vo.    12s. 

*Chesterton  (Q.  K.).  DICKENS.  With 
Portraits  and  Illustrations.  Demy  Zvo. 
1$.  6d.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Christian  (F.  W.).  THE  CAROLINE 
ISLANDS.  With  many  Illustrations  and 
Maps.    Demy8vo.     \2s.  6d.net. 

Cicero.     See  Classical  Translations. 

Clarke(F.  A.),  M.A.  See  Leaders  of  Religion. 

Cleather  (A.  L.)  and  Crump  (B.). 
RICHARD  WAGNER'S  MUSIC 
DRAMAS :  Interpretations,  embodying 
Wagner's  own  explanations.  In  Four 
Volumes.  Fcap  8vo.  2s.  6d.  each. 
Vol.  I.— The  Ring  of  the  Nibelung. 

Third  Edition. 
Vol.    il — Parsifal,    Lohengrin,    and 

The  Holy  Grail. 
Vol.  III. — Tristan  and  Isolde. 

Clinch  (Q.).     See  Little  Guides. 

Clough  (W.  T.).     See  Junior  School  Books. 

Coast  (W.  O.),  B.A.  EXAMINATION 
PAPERS  IN  VERGIL.     Cr.  8vo.     ^s. 

Cobb  (T.).     See  Little  Blue  Books. 

Cobb  (W.  F.),  M.A.  THE  BOOK  OF 
PSALM  S  :  with  a  Commentary.  Demy  Zvo. 
10s.  6d.  net. 

Coleridge  (S.  T.),  SELECTIONS  FROM. 
Edited  by  Arthur  Symons.  Fcap.  Zvo. 
2S.  6d.  net. 

CoUingwood  (W.  Q.).  See  Half-Crowa 
Library. 

Collins  (W.  E.),  M.A.  See  Churchman's 
Library. 

Colonna.  HYPNEROTOMACHIA  POLI- 
PHILI  UBI  HUMANA  OMNIA  NON 
NISI  SOMNIUM  ESSE  DOCET 
ATQUE  OBITER  PLURIMA  SCITU 
SANE  QUAM  DIGNA  COMMEMO- 
RAT.  An  edition  limited  to  350  copies  on 
handmade  paper.  Folio.  Three  Guineas  ntU 

Combe  ( Wilfiam).    See  I.  P.  L. 
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Cook  (A.  M.),  M.A.     See  E.  C.  Marchant. 
Cooke-Taylor  (R.  W.).    See  S.Q.S. 
Corelli  (Marie).  THE  PASSING  OF  THE 

GREAT  QUEEN  :  Fcap.  ^to.     is. 
A  CHRISTMAS  GREETING.   Cr.  ^io.    is. 
Corkran  (Alice).    See  Little  Books  on  Art. 
Cotes  (Rosemary).    DANTE'S  GARDEN. 
With    a    Frontispiece.       Second   Edition. 

Fcap.  Zvo.    -2$.  6d.;  leather;  -iS.  6d.  net. 
BIBLE  FLOWERS.      With  a    Frontispiece 

and  Plan.     Fcap.  8vo.     zs.  6d.  net. 
Cowley  (Abraham).     See  Little  Library. 
Cowper   (William),     THE   POEMS   OF. 

Edited  with  "n  Introduction  and  Notes  by 

J.  C.  Bailey,  M.A.     Illustrated,  including 

two    unpublished    designs     by    William 

Blake.     Demy  8vo.     los.  6d.  net. 
Cox  (J.  Charles),  LL.D.,  F.S.A.    See  Little 

Guides,  The  Antiquary's  Books,  and  Ancient 

Cities. 
Cox  (Harold),  B.A.     See  S.Q.S. 
Crabbe  (George).     See  Little  Library. 
Craigie(W.  A.).  A  PRIMER  OF  BURNS. 

Cr.  8z>o.     zs.  6d. 
Craik(Mrs.).    See  Little  Library. 
Crashaw  (Richard).     See  Little  Library. 
Crawford  (F.  G.).     See  Mary  C.  Danson. 
Cross  (J.   A.).       A  LITTLE    BOOK    OF 

RELIGION.     Fcap.  87>o.    2s.  6d.  net. 
Crouch  (W.).      BRYAN   KING.     With  a 

Portrait.     Cr.  8vo.     35.  6d.  net. 
Cruikshank(G.).      THE    LOVING  BAL- 
LAD OF  LORD  BATEMAN.      With  n 

Plates.  Cr.  x6mo.  is.  6d.  net. 
Crump  (B.).  See  A.  L.  Cleather. 
Cunliffe  (Sir  F.  H.  E.),  Fellow  of  All  Souls* 

College,   0.xford.       THE   HISTORY  OF 

THE  BOER   WAR.       With  many   Illus- 

trations,  Plans,  and  Portraits.      In   2  vols. 

Quarto,     iss.  each. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Cunynghame  (H .  ),  C.  B. ,    See  Connoisseur's 

Library. 
Cutts(E.  L.),  D.D.    See  Leaders  of  Religion. 
Daniell    (G.   W.),    M.A.      See    Leaders    of 

Religion. 
Danson  (Mary  C.)  and  Crawford  (F.  G.). 

FATHEi^S    IN    THE    FAITH.      Fcap. 

Zvo.     IS.  6d. 
Dante.      LA   COMMEDIA   DI    DANTE. 

The  Italian  Text  edited  by  Paget  Toynbee, 

M.A.,D.Litt.     Cr.?,vo.     6s. 
THE  PURGATORIO  OF  DANTE. 

Translated    into    Spenserian   Prose   by  C. 

Gordon  Wright.     With  the  Italian  text. 

Fcap.  8vo.     2 J.  6d.  net. 
See  also  Paget  Toynbee,  Little  Library  and 

Standard  Library. 
Darley  (George).    See  Little  Library. 
D'Arcy  (R.  F/),  M.A.     A  NEW  TRIGON- 
OMETRY FOR  BEGINNERS.   Cr.  8vo. 

2S.  6d. 
Davenport     (Cyril).        See     Connoisseur's 

Library  and  Little  Books  on  Art. 


Davey  (Richard).    THE  PAGEANT  OF 

LONDON      With    40     Illustrations     in 

Colour  by  John  Fulleylove,  R.    I.     In 

Two  Volumes.      Demy   Zvo.   "js.   dd.    net. 

Each  volume  may  be  purchased  separately. 
Vol.  I.— To  a.d.  1500. 
Vol.  II. — A.D.  1500  TO  1900. 
Davis  (H.  W.  C),  M.A.,  Fellow  and  Tutor 

of  Balliol  College,  Author  of  '  Charlemagne.' 

ENGLAND  UNDER  THE  NORMANS 

AND    ANGEVINS:    1066-1272.      With 

Maps  and  Illustrations.  Demy  8vo.  xos.  6d. 

net. 
Dawson  (A.  J.).     MOROCCO.    Illustrated. 

Demy  8vo.     10s.  6d.  net. 
Deane  (A.  C).     See  Little  Library. 
Delbos  (Leon).    THE  METRIC  SYSTEM. 

Cr.  8vo.     zs. 
Demosthenes.  THEOLYNTHIACS  AND 

PHILIPPICS.        Translated      by     Otho 

Holland.     Cr.  8vo.     2s.  6d. 
Demosthenes.    AGAINST  CONON  AND 

CALLICLES.       Edited    by    F.    Darwin 

Swift,  M.A.    Fcap.  &vo.    2s. 
Dickens  (Charles).     See  Little  Library  and 

I.P.L. 
Dickinson   (Emily).     POEMS.     Cr.   Zvo. 

^s.  6d.  net. 
Dickinson  (G.  L.),  M.A.,  Fellow  of  King's 

College,     Cambridge.        THE      GREEK 

VIEW  OF  LIFE.     Fourth  Edition.     Cr. 

8vo.     2S.  6d. 
Dickson       (H.       N.).        F.R.Met.        Soc. 

METEOROLOGY.     Illustrated.     Cr.  Zvo. 

2s.  6d. 
Dilke(Lady).     See  S.Q.S. 
Dillon  (Edward).    See  Connoisseur's  Library 

and  Little  Books  on  Art. 
Ditchfield  (P.  H.),  M.A.,  F.S.A. 
THE     STORY     OF      OUR      ENGLISH 

TOWNS.       With     an      Introduction     by 

Augustus  Jessopp,  D.  D.    Second  Edition. 

OLD    ENGLISH    CUSTOMS:    Extant    at 

the  Present  Time.     Cr.  Sve.     6s. 

See  also  Half-crown  Library. 
Dixon  (W.  M.),    M.A.    A     PRIMER   OF 

TENNYSON.     Second  Edition.    Cr.  8vo. 

2S.  6d. 

ENGLISH  POETRY  FROM  BLAKE  TO 
BROWNING.  Second  Edition.  Cr.  8vo. 
2S.  6d. 

Dole  (N.  H.).  FAMOUS  COMPOSERS. 
With  Portraits.  Two  Volumes.  Demy 
8vo.  i2i.  net. 

Doney(May).      SONGS  OF  THE  REAL. 
Cr.  8vo.     3^.  6d.  net. 
A  volume  of  poems. 

Douglas  (James).  THE  MAN  IN  THE 
PULPIT.     Cr.  Zvo.     2s.  6d.  net. 

Dowden  (J.),  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Edin- 
burgh.    See  Churchman's  Library. 

Drage  (Q.).     See  Books  on  Business. 
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Driver  (S.  R.).  D.D.,  D.C.L.,  Canon  of  Christ 
Church,  Regius  Professor  of  Hebrew  in  the 
University  of  Oxford.  SERMONS  ON 
SUBJECT^S  CONNECTED  WITH  THE 
OLD  TESTAMENT.  Cr.  8vo.  6s. 
See  also  Westminster  Commentaries. 

DryCWakeling).     See  Little  Guides. 

Dryhurst(A.  R.).    See  Little  Books  on  Art. 

Duguid  (Charles)*    See  Books  on  Business. 

Dunn  (J.  T).,  D.Sc.,andMundella(V.  A.)- 
GENERAL  ELEMENTARY  SCIENCE. 
With  114  Illustrations.  Second  Edition. 
Cr,  Svo.    ss.  6d. 

Dunstan(A.  E.)>  B.Sc.  See  Junior  School 
Books  and  Textbooks  of  Science. 

Durham  (The  Earl  of).  A  REPORT  ON 
CANADA.  With  an  Introductory  Note. 
Demy  Zvo.    4^.  dd.  net. 

Dutt  (W.  A.).  A  POPULAR  GUIDE  TO 
NORFOLK.    MediuviZvo.    td.  net. 

THE  NORFOLK  BROADS.  With 
coloured  Illustrations  by  Frank  South- 
gate.    Cr.  %vo.  6s.   See  also  Little  Guides. 

Earle  (John),  Bishop  of  Salisbury.  M ICRO- 
COSMOGRAPHIE,  or  A  PIECE  OF 
THE  WORLD  DISCOVERED.  Post 
1 6mo.    2J  net. 

Edmonds  (Major  J.  E.),  R.E.;  D.A.Q.- 
M.G.     See  W.  Birkbeck  Wood. 

Edwards  (Clement).    SeeS.Q.S. 

Edwards  (W.  Douglas).  See  Commercial 
Series. 

Egan  (Pierce).    See  I.P.L. 

Egerton  (H.  E.),  M.A.     A  HISTORY  OF 
BRITISH  COLONIAL  POLICY.     New 
and  Cheaper  Issue.  Demy  Zvo.   js.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Ellaby  (C.  Q.).     See  The  Little  Guides. 

Rllerton  (F.  Q.).     See  S.  J.  Stone. 

EUwood  (Thomas),  THE  HISTORY  OF 
THE  LIFE  OF.  Edited  by  C.  G.  Crump, 
M.A.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

Epictetus.    See  W.  H.  D.  Rouse. 

Erasmus.  A  Book  called  in  Latin  EN- 
CHIRIDION MILITIS  CHRISTIANI, 
and  in  English  the  Manual  of  the  Christian 
Knight. 

From  the  edition  printed  by  Wynken  de 
Worde,  1533.     /^ca^.  Bvo      v.  6d.  net. 

Falrbrother  (W.  H.),  M.A.  THE  PHILO- 
SOPHY OF  T.  H.  GREEN.  Second 
Edition.    Cr.  Zvo.     y.  6d. 

Farrer  (Reginald).     THE  GARDEN  OF 

ASIA.    Second  Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Fea  (Allan).  BEAUTIES  OF  THE 
SEVENTEENEH  CENTURY.  With 
100  Illustrations.     Detny  Zvo,    12s.6d.net. 

FELISSA;  OR,  THE  LIFE  AND 
OPINIONS  OF  A  KITTEN  OF  SENTI- 
MENT. With  12  Coloured  Plates.  Fosi 
j6mo.    7S.  6d.  net. 

Ferrier  (Susan).    See  Little  Library. 

Fidler  (T.  Claxton),  M.Inst.  C.E.  See 
Books  on  Business. 


Fielding  (Henry).     See  Standard  Library. 

Finn  (S.  W.),  M.A.  See  Junior  Examination 
Series. 

Firth  (C.  H.),  M.A.  CROMWELL'S 
ARMY:  A  History  of  the  English  Soldier 
during  the  Civil  Wars,  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  Protectorate.     Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 

Fisher  (Q.  W.),  M.A.  ANNALS  OF 
SHREWSBURY  SCHOOL.  Illustrated. 
Demy  Zvo.     \os.  6d. 

FitzQerald  (Edward).  THE  RUBAIYAT 
OF  OMAR  KHAYYAm.  Printed  from 
the  Fifth  and  last  Edition.  With  a  Com- 
mentary by  Mrs.  Stephen  Batson,  and  a 
Biography  of  Omar  by  E.  D.  Ross.  Cr. 
Zvo.     6s.     See  also  Miniature  Library. 

FitzOerald  (H.  P.).  A  CONCISE  HAND- 
BOOK  OF  CLIMBERS,  TWINERS, 
AND  WALL  SHRUBS.  Illustrated. 
Fcap.  Zvo.    33-.  6d.  net. 

Flecker  (W.  H.),  M.A.,D.C.L.,  Headmaster 
of  the  Dean  Cose  School,  Cheltenham. 
THE  STUDENT'S  PRAYER  BOOK. 
The  Text  ok  Morning  and  Evening 
Prayer  and  Litany.  With  an  Introduc- 
tion and  Notes.    Cr.  Zvo.    zs.  6d. 

Flux  (A.  W.),  M.A.,  William  Dow  Professor 
of  Political  Economy  in  M'Gill  University, 
Montreal.  ECONOMIC  PRINCIPLES. 
Detny  Zvo.     "js.  6d.  net. 

Fortescue  (Mrs.  Q.).  See  Little  Books  on  Art. 

Eraser    (David).      A    MODERN    CAM- 
PAIGN ;   OR,  WAR  AND  WIRELESS 
TELEGRAPHY  IN   THE  FAR  EAST. 
Illustrated.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Fraser  (J.  F.).     ROUND  THE  WORLD 
ON  A  WHEEL.     With  100  Illustrations. 
Fourth  Edition    Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

French  (W.),  M.A.  See  Textbooks  of 
Science. 

Freudenreich  (Ed.  von).  DAIRY  BAC- 
TERIOLOGY. A  Short  Manual  for  the 
Use  of  Students.  Translated  by  J.  R. 
AiNswoRTH  Davis,  M.A.  Second  Edition. 
Revised.     Cr.  Zvo.     zs.  6d. 

Fulford  (H.  W.),  M.A.  See  Churchman's 
Bible. 

C.  G.,  and  F.  C.  G.  JOHN  BULL'S  AD- 
VENTURES  IN  THE  FISCAL  WON- 
DERLAND. By  Charles  Geake.  With 
46  Illustrations  by  F.  Carruthers  Gould. 
Second  Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.     is.  net. 

""Gallaher  (D. )  and  Stead  (D.  W.).  THE 
COMPLETE  RUGBY  FOOTBALLER. 
With  an  Account  of  the  Tour  of  the  New 
Zealanders  in  England.  With  lUustra* 
tions.    Demy  Zvo.     10s.  6d.  net. 

Gallichan  (W.  M.).     See  Little  Guides. 

Gambado  (Geoffrey,  Esq.).  See  I.P.L. 

Gaskell  (Mrs.).  See  Little  Library  and 
Standard  Library. 

Gasquet,  the  Right  Rev.  Abbot,  O.S.B.  See 
Antiquary's  Books. 


Messrs.  Methuen\s  Catalogue 


George  (H.  B.),  M.A.,  P'ellow  of  New  College, 
Oxford.    BATTLES  OF  ENGLISH  HIS- 
TORY.    With   numerous  Plans.      Fourth 
Edition.      Revised,    with    a    new    Chapter 
including  the  South  African  War.     Cr.  %vo. 
3s.  6d. 
A  HISTORICAL  GEOGRAPHY  OF  THE 
BRITISH    EMPIRE.      Second   Edition. 
Cr.  2)V0.  3J.  6d. 
Qibbins  (H.   de   B.),    Litt.D.,   M.A.    IN- 
DUSTRY IN  ENGLAND  :   HISTORI- 
CAL OUTLINES.   With  5  Maps.    Fourth 
Edition.     Demy  Zvo.     \os.  6d. 
A  COMPANION  GERMAN  GRAMMAR. 

Cr.  &VO.     IS.  td. 
THE      INDUSTRIAL      HISTORY      OF 
ENGLAND.    Eleventh  Edition.    Revised. 
With  Maps  and  Plans.     Cr.  B710.     3^. 
ENGLISH  SOCIAL  REFORMERS. 
Second  Edition.     Cr.  Z710.     zs.  6d, 
See  also  Commercial  Series  and  S.QS. 
Gibbon  (Edward).    THE  DECLINE  AND 
FALL    OF_  THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE. 
A  New  Edition,  edited  with  Notes,  Appen- 
dices, and   Maps,    by   J.   B.  Bukv,    M.A., 
Litt.D.,  Regius  Professor  of  Greek  at  Cam- 
bridge,    /n  Seven   Volumes.      Demy  Zvo. 
Gilt  tof,  Zs.dd.each.    AlsOyCr.  Zvo.     ts. 
each. 
MEMOIRS  OF   MY   LIFE  AND  WRIT- 
INGS.     Edited  by  G.    Bikkbeck  Hill, 
LL.D.     Demy  Zvo,  Gilt  top.   8s.  6d.     Also 
Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 

See  also  Standard  Library. 
Gibson  (E.  C.  S.),    D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Gloucester.  See  Westminster  Commentaries, 
Handbooks  of  Theology,  and  Oxford  Bio- 
graphies. 
Gilbert  (A.  R.).     See  Little  Books  on  Art. 
Gloag  (M.).     See  K.  Wyatt. 
Godfrey  (Elizabetli).     A  BOOK  OF  RE- 
MEMBRANCE.    Edited  by.     Fcap.  8vo. 
3s.  6d.  net. 
GodIey(A.  D.),   M.A.,  Fellow  of  Magdalen 
College,     Oxford.       LYRA      FRIVOLA. 
Third  Edition.    Fcap.  Zvo.     -zs.  6d. 
VERSES    TO  ORDER.     Second  Edition. 

Fcap.  8vo.     2S.  6d. 
SECOND  STRINGS.     Fcap.      8vo.     zs.  6d. 
Goldsmith  (Oliver).      THE  VICAR  OF 
WAKEFIELD.      Fcap.   szmo.      With    10 
Plates  in  Photogravure  by  Tony  Johannot. 
Leather,  -zs.  td.  net.     See  also  I.P.L.  and 
Standard  Library. 
Goodrich -Freer   (A.).      IN    A    SYRIAN 
SADDLE.^    Demy  8vo.     7s.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Goudg:e  (H.  L.),  M.A.,  Principal  of  Wells 
Theological  College.   See  Westminster  Corn- 
men  taries. 
Graham  (P.  Anderson).    See  S.Q.S. 
Granger  (F.  S.),  M.A.,  Litt.D.     PSYCH- 
OLOGY.    Third  Edition.    Cr.  8vo.  zs.  6d. 
THE  SOUL  OF  A  CHRISTIAN.     Cr.  8vo. 
6s. 


Gray(E.M'Queen).  GERMAN  PASSAGES 
FOR   UNSEEN  TRANSLATION.     Cr. 

8z'o.     zs.  6d. 
Gray  (P.  L.),  B.Sc.  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF 

MAGNETISM    AND    ELECTRICITY: 

an     JLlementary    Text-Book.       With     i8i 

Diagrams.     Cr.  87J0.     3^-.  6d. 
Green  (G.   Buckland),    M.A.,  late  Fellow 

of  St.  John's  College,  Oxon.     NOTES  ON 

GREEK  AND  LATIN    SYNTAX.     Cr. 

Zvo.     35.  6d. 
Green    (E.    T.),    M.A.       See     Churchman's 

Library. 
Greenidge(A.  H.  J.),  ISI.A.    A  HISTORY 

OF   ROME:    During  the  Later  Republic 

and  the  Early  Principate.     In  Six  Volumes. 

DejnyZvo.     Vol.  1.(133-1046.0).     los.  6d. 

net. 
Greenwell  (Dora).     See  Miniature  Library, 
Gregory  (R.    A.).       THE    VAULT     OF 

HEAVEN.      A    Popular   Introduction   to 

Astronomy.     Illustrated.     Cr.  Zvo.      zs.  6d. 
Gregory  (Miss   E.   C).       See   Library    of 

Devotion. 
Greville  Minor.  A  MODERN  JOURNAL. 

Edited    by    J.    A.    Spender.      Cr.     8vo. 

35.  6d.  net. 
Grubb(H.  C).  See  Textbooks  of  Technology. 
Guiney       (Louisa        I.).         HURRELL 

FROUDE :    Memoranda   and    Comments. 

Illustrated.     Demy  8vo.     \qs.  6d.  net. 
Gwynn(M.  L.).      A  BIRTHDAY  BOOK. 

New  and  cheaper  issue.   Royal  8vo.   ^s.  net. 
Hackett  (John),  B.D.     A  HISTORY  OF 

THE     ORTHODOX      CHURCH     OF 

CYPRUS.     With  Maps  and  Illustrations. 

Demy  Zvo.  15s.  net. 
Haddon  (A.  C),    ScD.,    F.R.S.     HEAD- 
HUNTERS     BLACK,    WHITE,     AND 

BROWN.     With  many  Illustrations  and  a 

Map.     Demy  Zvo.     15^-. 
Hadfield  (R.  A.).     See  S.Q.S. 
Hall  (R.    N.)  and  Neal  (W.  G.).      THE 

ANCIENT    RUINS    OF    RHODESIA. 

Illustrated.        Second     Edition,     revised. 

Demy  Zvo.     10s.  6d.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Hall    (R.     N.).      GREAT     ZIMBABWE. 

With    numerous    Plans    and     Illustrations. 

Second  Edition.     Royal  Zvo.     zis.net. 
Hamilton  (F.  J.),  D.D.    See  Byzantine  Texts. 
Hammond  (J.    L.).     CHARLES   JAMES 

FOX.     Demy  Zvo.     10s.  6d. 
Hannay  (D.).    A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF 

THE  ROYAL  NAVY,    Illustrated.     Two 

Volumes.    Demy  Zvo.     js.  6d.  each.   Vol.  I. 

1200-1688. 
Hannay  (James  O.),  M.A.    THE  SPIRIT 

AND      ORIGIN       OF      CHRISTIAN 

MONASTICISM.     Cr.  Zvo.  6s. 
THE  WISDOM  OF  THE  DESERT.    Fca/. 

Zvo.     3s.  6d.  net. 
Hare  (A.   T.),  M.A.     THE  CONSTRUC- 
TION OF  LARGEINDUCTION  COILS. 

With  numerous  Diagrams.    Demy  Zvo.    6s. 
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Harrison    (Clifford).       READING    AND 

READERS,     heap.  8va.     2s.  6d. 

Hawtliorne (Nathaniel).   See  Little  Library. 

HEALTH,  WEALTH  AND  WISDOM. 
Cr.  8r'tf,     \s.  net. 

Meath  (Franic  R.).    See  Little  Guides. 

Heatll  (Dudley).    See  Connoisseur's  Library. 

Hello  (Ernest).  STUDIES  IN  SAINT- 
SHIP.  Translated  from  the  French  by 
V.   M.  Ckawfokd.     Feap  Zvo.     ^s.  6d. 

Henderson  (B.  W.),  Fellow  of  Exeter 
College,  Oxford.  THE  LIFE  AND 
PRINCIPATE  OF  THE  EMPEROR 
NERO.  Illustrated.  New  and  cheaper 
issue.     Demy  8fo.     js.  6d.  net. 

AT  INTERVALS.     Fcap  Svo.     2s.  6d.  net. 

Henderson  (T.  P.).  See  Little  Library  and 
Oxford  Biographies. 

Henley  (W.  E.).     See  Half-Crown  Library. 

Henson(H.  H.),  B.D.,  Canon  of  Westminster. 
APOSTOLICCHRISTIANITY:  As  Illus- 
trated by  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  to  the 
Corinthians.    Cr.  %vo.    ts. 

LIGHT  AND  LEAVEN  :  Historical  and 
Social  Sermons.    Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 

DISCIPLINE    AND    LAW.      Fcap.    Zvo. 

2S.  6d. 

Herbert  (George).    See  Library  of  Devotion. 

Herbert  of  Cherbury  (Lord).  See  Minia- 
ture Library. 

Hewins  (W.  A.  S.),  B.A.  ENGLISH 
TRADE  AND  FINANCE  IN  THE 
SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY.    Cr.  8vo. 

2S.  6d. 

Hewitt  (Ethel  M.)    A  GOLDEN  DIAL. 

A  Day  Book  of  Prose  and  Verse.     Fcap. 

Svo.     2s.  6d.  net. 
Heywood  (W.).    PALIO  AND  PONTE  : 

A  Book    of  Tuscan  Games.       Illustrated. 

Royal  ?)V0.     -2 is.  net. 
Hilbert  (T.).     See  Little  Blue  Books. 
Hill  (Clare).     See  Textbooks  of  Technology. 
Hill  (Henry),  B.A.,  Headmaster  of  the  Boy's 

High  School,  Worcester,  Cape  Colony.     A 

SOUTH     AFRICAN      ARITHMETIC. 

Cr.  Bva.    3s.  6d. 
Hillegas     (Howard    C).      WITH    THE 

BOER  FORCES.    With  24  Illustrations. 

Second  Edition.    Cr.  Svo.     6s. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Hirst  (F.  W.)  See  Books  on  Business. 
Hobhouse  (Emily).      THE  BRUNT  OF 

THE  WAR.     With  Map  and  Illustrations. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Hobh0U8e(L.  T.),  Fellow  of  C.C.C,  Oxford. 

THE    THEORY    OF    KNOWLEDGE. 

Demy  %vo.     10s.  6d.  net. 
Hob8on(J.  A.),  M.A.   INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE  :  A  Study  of  Economic  Principles. 

Cr.  8vo.    2S.  6d.  net. 
PROBLEMS  OF  POVERTY.  Fifth  Edition. 

Cr.  ivo.     2J.  f>d. 
Hodgkin    (T.),    D.C.L.       Sec     Leaders     of 

Religion. 


Hodgson  (Mrs.  W.)  HOWTOIDENTIFY 
OLD  CHINESE  PORCELAIN.  Second 
Edition.     Post  Zvo.     6s. 

Hogg  (Thomas  Jefferson).  SHELLEY 
AT  OXFORD.  With  an  Introduction  by 
R.  A.  Stkeatkeild.     Fcap.  Zvo.    2s.  net. 

Holden-Stone  (O.  de).  See  Books  on 
Business. 

Holdich  (Sir  T.  H.),  K.C.I.E.  THE 
INDIAN  BORDERLAND:  being  a 
Personal  Record  of  Twenty  Years.  Illus- 
trated.   DemyZvo.     10s.  6d.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Holdsworth  (W.  S.),  M.A.  A  HISTORY 
OF  ENGLISH  LAW.  In  Two  Volumes. 
Vol.  I.     Demy  Zvo.     \os.  6d.  net. 

Holland  (Canon  Scott).  See  Library  of 
Devotion. 

Holt  (Emily).  THE  SECRET  OF  POPU- 
LARITY  :  How  to  Achieve  Social  Success. 
Cr.  Zvo.     ^s.  6d.  net.  _ 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

HoIyoake(G.  J.).  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
MOVEMENT  TO-DAY.  Fourth  Edition. 
Cr.  Zvo.     2S.  6d. 

Hone  (Nathaniel  J.).  See  Antiquary's  Books. 

Hoppner.     See  Little  Galleries. 

Horace.     See  Classical  Translations. 

Hor8burgh(E.  L.  S.),  M.A.  WATERLOO  : 
A  Narrative  and  Criticism.  With  Plans. 
Second  Edition.  Cr.  Zvo,  $s.  See  also 
Oxford  Biographies. 

Horth  (A.  C).  See  Textbooks  of  Technology'. 

Horton(R.  F.),D.D.  See  Leaders  of  Religion. 

Hosie  (Alexander).    MANCHURIA.   With 
Illustrations  and  a  Map.    Second  Edition. 
Demy  Zvo.    7s.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

How  (F.  D.).  SIX  GREAT  SCHOOL- 
MASTERS. With  Portraits  and  Illustra- 
tions.   Second  Edition.    Demy  Zvo.    -js.  6d. 

Howell  (G.).    SeeS.  Q.  S. 

Hudson  (Robert).  MEMORIALS  OF  A 
WARWICKSHIRE  PARISH.  Illustrated. 
Demy  Zvo.     15J.  net. 

Hughes  (C.  E.).  THE  PRAISE  OF 
SHAKESPEARE.  An  English  Anthol- 
ogy. With  a  Preface  by  Sidney  Lee. 
Demy  Zvo.     3s.  6d.  net. 

Hughes  (Thomas).  TOM  BROWNS 
SCHOOLDAYS.  With  an  Introduction 
and  Notes  by  Vernon  Rkndall.  Leather. 
Royal  32 mo.     2s.  6d.  net. 

Hutchinson  (Horace  G.)  THE  NEW 
FOREST.  Illustrated  in  colour  with 
50  Pictures  by  Walter  Tyndale  and  4 
by  Miss  Lucy  Kemp  Welch.  Large 
Demy  Zvo.     21s.  net. 

Hutton  (A.  W.),  M.A.  See  Leaders  of 
Religion  and  Library  of  Devotion. 

Hutton  (Edward).  THE  CITIES  OF 
UMBRIA.  _  With  many  Illustrations,  of 
which  20  are  in  Colour,  by  A.  PibA.  Second 
Edition.     Cr.ivo.    6o\ 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
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EN'GLISH  LOVE  POEMS.  Edited  with 
an  Introduction.     Fcap.  ^o.     3^.  6d.  net. 

Hutton  (R.  H.).     See  Leaders  of  Religion. 

Hutton  (W.  H.),  M.A.  THE  LIFE  OF 
SIR  THOMAS  MORE.  With  Portraits. 
Second  Edition.  Cr,  8vo.  5^.  See  also 
Leaders  of  Religion. 

Hyett  (F.  A.).  A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF 
FLORENCE.     Demy  Bvo.     ys.  6d.  net. 

Ibsen  (Henrik).  BRAND.  A  Drama. 
Translated  by  William  Wilson.  Third 
Edition.    Cr.  8vo.     3^.  6d. 

Inge  (W.  R.),  M.A.,  Fellow  and  Tutor  of 
Hertford  College,  Oxford.  CHRISTIAN 
MYSTICISM.  The  Bampton  Lectures  for 
1899.  Demy  8vo.  12s.  6d.  net.  See  also 
Library  of  Devotion. 

Innes(A.  D.),  M.A.  A  HISTORY  OF  THE 
BRITISH  IN  INDIA.  With  Maps  and 
Plans.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 

ENGLAND  UNDER  THE  TUDORS. 
With  Maps.     Demy  Zvo.     10s.  6d.  net. 

Jackson  (C.  E.),  B.A.  See  Textbooks  of 
Science. 

Jackson  (S.),  M.A.     See  Commercial  Series, 

Jackson  (F.  Hamilton).     See  Little  Guides. 

Jacob  (F.),  M.A.  See  Junior  Examination 
Series. 

Jeans  (J.  Stephen).  See  S.  Q.  S.  and  Busi- 
ness Books. 

Jeffreys(D.  Owyn).  DOLLY'S  THEATRI- 
CALS. Described  and  Illustrated  with  24 
Coloured  Pictures.  Super  Roy  al\bmo.  2s.6d. 

Jenks  (E.),  M.A.,  Reader  of  Law  in  the 
University  of  Oxford.  ENGLISH  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT.     Cr.Zvo.     2s.  6d. 

Jenner  (Mrs.  H.).     See  Little  Books  on  Art. 

Jessopp  (Augustus),  D.D.  See  Leaders  of 
Religion. 

Jevons  (F.  B.),  M.A.,  Litt.D,,  Principal  of 
Bishop  Hatfield's  Hall,  Durham,  RE- 
LIGION IN  EVOLUTION.  Cr.  Sva. 
3s.  6d.  net. 

See  also  Churchman's  Library  and  Hand- 
books of  Theology. 

Johnson  (Mrs.  Barham).  WILLIAM  BOD- 
HAM  DONNE  AND  HIS  FRIENDS. 
Illustrated.    Demy  Bvo.    tos.  6d.  net. 

Johnston  (Sir  H.  H.),  K.C.B.  BRITISH 
CENTRAL  AFRICA.  With  nearly  200 
Illustrations  and  Six  Maps.  Third  Edition. 
Cr.  i,to.     iBs.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Jones  (R.  Crompton),  M.A.  POEMS 
OF  THE  INNER  LIFE.  Selected  by. 
Eleventh  Edition.    Fcap.  %vo.     -zs.  6d.  net, 

Jones  (H.).     See  Commercial  Series. 

Jones  (L.  A.  Atherley),  K.C.,  M.P.,  and 
Ballot  (Hugh  H.  L.).  THE  MINERS' 
GUIDE  TO  THE  COAL  MINES 
REGULATION  ACTS.  Cr.  Zvo.  2s.  6d.  net. 

^COMMERCE  IN  WAR.  Demy%vo.  21J. 
n6t.  < 

Jonson  (Ben).    See  Standard  Library. 


Julian  (Lady)  of  Norwich.  REVELA- 
TIONS  OF  DIVINE  LOVE.  Edited  by 
Grace  Warrack.    Cr.  %vo.    35.  6d. 

Juvenal.     See  Classical  Translations. 

'Kappa.'  LET  YOUTH  BUT  KNOW: 
A  Plea  for  Reason  in  Education.  Cr.  8vo. 
^s.  6d.  net. 

Kaufmann  (M.).    See  S.  Q,  S. 

Keating  (J.  F.),  D.D.  THE  AGAPE  AND 
THE  EUCHARIST.     Cr.  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

Keats  (John).  THE  POEMS  OF.  Edited 
with  Introduction  and  Notes  by  E.  de  Selin- 
court,  M.A.  Demy  8vo.  7s.  6d.  net.  See 
also  Little  Library,  Standard  Library,  and 
E.  de  Selincourt. 

Keble(John).  THE  CHRISTIAN  YEAR. 
Withan  Introduction  and  Notes  by  W.  Lock, 
D.D.,  Warden  of  Keble  College.  Illustrated 
byR.  AnningBell.  Third  Edition.  Fcap. 
Zvo.  35.  td.  ;  padded  morocco^  5s.  See  also 
Library  of  Devotion, 

Kempis  (Thomas  il).  THE  IMITATION 
OF  CHRIST.  With  an  Introduction  by 
Dean  Farr ar  .  I  llustrated  by  C.  M .  Gere. 
Third  Edition.  Fcap.  Zvo.  35.  6</.;  padded 
morocco,     s^. 

Also  Translated  by  C.  Bigg,  D.D.  Cr. 
Zvo.  3$.  6d.  See  also  Library  of  Devotion 
and  Standard  Library. 

Kennedy     (Bart.).         THE     GREEN 
SPHINX.     Cr.Zvo.     %s.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Kennedy  (James  Houghton),  D.D.,  Assist- 
ant Lecturer  in  Divinity  in  the  University  of 
Dublin.  ST.  PAUL'S  SECOND  AND 
THIRD  EPISTLES  TO  THE  CORIN- 
THIANS. With  Introduction,  Dissertations 
and  Notes.     Cr.  Ztjo.  6s. 

Kestell  (J.  D.).    THROUGH  SHOT  AND 
FLAME  :  Being  the  Adventures  and   Ex- 
periences of  J.  D.  Kestell,  Chaplain   to 
General  Christian  de  Wet.      Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Kiramins  (C.  W.),  M.A.  THE  CHEMIS- 
TRY OF  LIFE  AND  HEALTH.  Illus- 
trated.     Cr.  Zvo.     zs.  6d. 

Kinglake  (A.  W.).     See  Little  Library. 

Kipling  (Rudyard).      BARRACK-ROOM 
BALLADS.      73rd    Thousand.      Twenty- 
first  Edition.    Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

THE  SEVEN  SEAS.  62nd  Thousand.  Tenth 
Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

THE  FIVE  NATIONS,  ^zst  Thousand. 
Second  Edition.  _  Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published 

DEPARTMENTAL  DITTIES.    Sixteenth 
Edition.     Cr.  &y<7.     6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Knight  (Albert  E.).     THE  COMPLETE 
CRICKETER.     Illustrated.     Demy  Zvo. 
■js.  6d.  net, 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  alsu  publi^ibed. 
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KnowHng  (R.  J.).  M-A.,  Professor  of  New 
Testament  Exegesis  at  King's  College, 
London.    See  Westminster  Commentaries. 

Lamb  (Charles  and  Mary),  THE  WORKS 
OF.  Edited  by  E.  V.  Lucas.  Illustrated. 
In  Seven  Volumes.  Demy  Zvo.   7s.  6d.  each. 

THE  LIFE  OF.     See  E.  V.  Lucas. 
See  also  Little  Library. 

Lambert  (F.  A.  H.).     See  Little  Guides. 

Lambros  (Professor).    See  Byzantine  Texts. 

Lane- Poole  f Stanley).  A  HISTORY  OF 
EGYPT  IN  THE  MIDDLE  AGES.  Fully 
Illustrated.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

Langbridge(F.),M.A.  BALLADS  OF  THE 
BRAVE:  Poems  of  Chivalry,  Enterprise, 
Courage,  and  Constancy.  Second  Edition. 
Cr.  Zvo.     "25.  6d. 

Law  (William).  See  Library  of  Devotion 
and  Standard  Library. 

Leach  (Henry).  THE  DUKE  OF  DEVON- 
SHIRE.    A  Biography.     With  12  Illustra- 
tions.   DetfiyZvo,    x2s.6d.net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Le  Braz  (Anatole).  THE  LAND  OF 
PARDONS.  Translated  by  Frances  M. 
GosTLiNG.  Illustrated  in  colour.  Crown 
%vo.    6s. 

Lee  (Captain  L.  Melville).  A  HISTORY 
OF  POLICE  IN  ENGLAND.  Cr.  Zvo. 
3J.  6d.  net. 

Leigh  (Pcrcival).  THE  COMIC  ENGLISH 
GRAMMAR.  Embellished  with  upwards 
of  50  characteristic  Illustrations  by  John 
Leech.    Post  i6mo.    is.  6d.  net. 

Lewes  (V.  B.),  M.A.  AIR  AND  WATER. 
Illustrated.     Cr.  Zvo.     2s.  6d. 

Lewis  (Mrs.  Gwyn).  A  CONCISE 
HANDBOOK  OF  GARDEN  SHRUBS. 
Illustrated.     Fcap.  Svo.     ^s.  6d.  net. 

Lisle  (Fortun^ede).   See  Little  Bookson  Art. 

Littlehales(H.).     See  Antiquary's  Books. 

Lock  (Walter),  D.D.,  Warden  of  Keble 
College.  ST.  PAUL,  THE  MASTER- 
BUILDER.  Second  Edition.  Cr.  8vo. 
^s.  6d. 

THE  BIBLE  AND  CHRISTIAN  LIFE. 
C*.  Zvo.    6s. 

See  also  Leaders  of  Religion  and  Library 
of  Devotion. 

Locker  (F.).     See  Little  Library. 


Longfellow  (H.  W.).     See  Little  Library. 

rimer  (George   '"  "       ' 

FROM   A   SEXF-MADE' MERCHANT 


Lorimer  (George   Horace).     LETTERS 


TO  HIS  SON.    Fourteenth  Edition.    C>. 

Zvo.    6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
OLD  GORGON  GRAHAM.  Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Lover  (Samuel).    See  I.  P.  L. 
E.  V.  L.  and  C.  L.fa.  ENGLAND  DAY  BY 

DAY  :  Or,  The  Engli$hman's  Handbook  to 

Efficiency.  Illustrated  by  Geokoe  Morkow. 

Fourth  Edition.    Fcap,  4I0.     is.  net. 


Lucas  (E.  v.).   THE  LIFE  OF  CHARLES 

LAMB.  With  numerous  Portraits  and 
Illustrations.  Third  Edition.  Two  Vols. 
DeviyZvo.    21s.net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

A   WANDERER  IN   HOLLAND.      With 
many  Illustrations,  of  which  20  are  in  Colour 
by  Herbert  Marshall.     Fifth  Edition. 
Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

THE  OPEN  ROAD  :  a  Little  Book  for  Way- 
farers.  Ninth  Edition.  Fcap.  Zvo.  ^s.  \ 
India  Paper,  js.  6d. 

THE  FRIENDLY  TOWN  :  a  Little  Book 
for  the  Urbane.  Second  Edition.  Fcap, 
Zvo.     5* . ;   India  Paper,  -js.  6d. 

Lucian.     .See  Classical  Translations. 

Lyde(L.  W.),  M.A.     See  Commercial  Series. 

Lydon(Noel  S.).     See  Junior  School  Bookie. 

Lyttelton(Hon.  Mrs.  A.).  WOMEN  AND 
THEIR  WORK.     Cr.  Zvo.     -zs.  (>d. 

M.  M.  HOW  TO  DRESS  AND  WHAT  TO 
WEAR.    Cr.  Zvo,    15.  net. 

Macaulay  (Lord).   CRITICAL  AND  HIS- 
TORICAL ESSAYS.  Edited  by  F.  C.  Mon- 
tague, M.A.  Three  Volumes.   Cr.  Zvo.  iZs. 
The  only  edition  of  this  book  completely 
annotated. 

M'Allen(J.  E.  B.),  M.A.  See  Commercial 
Series. 

MacCuUoch  (J.  A.).  See  Churchman's 
Library. 

MacCunn (Florence  A.).  MARY  STUART. 
With  over  60  Illustrations,  including  a 
Frontispiece  in  Photogravure.  Demy  Zvo. 
xos.  6d.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published.    See 
also  Leaders  of  Religion. 

McDermott(E.  R,).    SeejBooks  on  Business. 

M'Dowall(A.  S.).    See  Oxford  Biographies. 

Mackay  (A.  M.).    See  Churchman's  Library. 

Magnus  (Laurie),  M.A.  A  PRIMER  OF 
WORDSWORTH.    Cr,Zvo.    2s.  6d. 

Mahaffy  (J.  P.),  Litt.D.  A  HISTORY  OF 
THE  EGYPT  OF  THE  PTOLEMIES, 
Fully  Illustrated.    Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 

Maitland(F.W.),  LL.D.,  Downing  Professor 
of  the  Laws  of  Eni^land  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge.  CANON  LAW  IN  ENG- 
LAND.    Royal  Zvo.     -js.  6d. 

Maiden  (H.  E.),  M.A.  ENGLISH  RE- 
CORDS. A  Companion  to  the  History  of 
England.    Cr.  Zvo.     3J.  6d. 

THE  ENGLISH  CITIZEN  :  HIS  RIGHTS 
AND  DUTIES.  Fifth  Edition.  Cr.  Zvo. 
xs.  6d. 

A  SCHOOL  HISTORY  OF  SURREY 
Illustrated.     Cr.  Zvo.     xs.  6d. 

Marchant  (E.  C),  M.A.,  Fellow  of  Peter- 
house,  Cambridge.  A  GREEK  ANTHO- 
LOGY     Second  Edition.    Cr.  Zvo.    y.  6d. 

Marchant  (C.  E.)),  M.A.,  and  Cook  (A.  M.). 
M.A.        PASSAGES     FOR     UNSEEN 


TR.\NSLATION. 
Zvo.     ^.  6d 


Third  Edition,    Cr, 
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Marlowe  (Christopher).  See  Standard 
Library. 

Marr(J.  E.),  F.R.S.,  F  How  of  St  John's  Col- 
lege, Cambridge.  THE  SCIENTIFIC 
STUDY  OF  SCENERY.  Second  Edition. 
Illustrated.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 

AGRICULTURAL  GEOLOGY.  Illustrated. 
Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 

Marvel!  (Andrew).     See  Little  Library. 

Masefield  (John).  SEA  LIFE  IN  NEL- 
SON'S  TIME.  Illustrated.  Cr.  Svo. 
2S.  6d.  net. 

ON   THE  SPANISH  MAIN.       With   Por- 
traits and  Illustrations.    DemyZvo.    Tos.6d. 
net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Maskell  (A.).     See  Connoisseur's  Library. 

Mason  (A.  J.),  D.D.  See  Leaders  of  Religion. 

Massee  (George).  THE  EVOLUTION  OF 
PLANT  LIFE :  Lower  Forms.  Illustrated. 
Cr.  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

Massinger  (P.).     See  Standard  Library. 

Masterman  (C.  F.  Q.),  M.  A.  TENNYSON 
AS  A  RELIGIOUS  TEACHER.  Cr. 
Zvo.    6s. 

Matheson  (Mrs.  E.  F.).  COUNSELS  OF 
LfFE.     FeaJ>.  Zvo.    2s.  6d.  net. 

May  (Phil).  THE  PHIL  MAY  ALBUM. 
Second  Edition,    ^to.     xs.  net. 

Mellows  (Emma  S.).  A  SHORT  STORY 
OF  ENGLISH  LITERATURE.  Cr. 
Zvo.     3^.  6d. 

Methuen  (A.  M.  S.).     THE   TRAGEDY 

OF  SOUIH  AFRICA.     Cr.  Zvo.    2S.  net. 

Also  Cr.  Zvo,     2>d.  tiet. 

A  revised  and  enlarged    edition  of  the 

author's     'Peace    or    War     in     South 

Africa.' 

ENGLAND'S  RUIN  :  Discussed  in  Six- 
teen Letters  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.P.  Seventh  Edi- 
tion.    Cr.  8vo.     -^d.  net. 

Michell  (E.  B.).  THE  ART  AND  PRAC- 
TICE OF  HAWKING.  With  3  Photo- 
gravures by  G.  E.  Lodge,  and  other  Illus- 
trations.    Demy  8vo.     los.  6d. 

Mlllais  (J.  Q.).  THE  LIFE  AND  LET- 
TERS OF  SIR  JOHN  EVERETT 
MILLAIS,  Presidentof  the  Royal  Academy. 
With  many  Illustrations,  of  which  2  are  in 
Photogravure.  JVew  Edition.  Demy  %vo. 
•js.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Millin  (O.  F.).  PICTORIAL  GARDEN- 
ING.    Illustrated.     Cr.  Zvo.     3J.  6d.  net. 

Minis  (C.  T. ),  M.  I.  M.  E.  See  Textbooks  of 
Technology. 

Milno  <J.  (i.),  M.A.  A  HISTORY  OF 
ROMAN     EGYPT.       Fully     Illustrated. 


Milton  (John),  THE  POEMS  OF,  BOTH 

ENGLISH  AND  LATIN,  Compos'd  at 

several  times.     Printed  by  his  true  Copies. 
The  Songs  were  set  in  Musick  by  Mr. 

Henry  Lawes,  Gentleman  of  the  Kings 

Chappel,  and  one  of  His  Majesties  Private 

IMusick. 

Printed  and  publish'd  according  to  Order. 
Printed  by  Ruth  Raworth  for  Hum- 
phrey Moseley,  and  are  to  be  sold  at  the 

signe  of  the  Princes  Armes  in  Pauls  Church- 
yard, 164s, 

See  also  Little  Library,  Standard  Library, 

and  R.  F.  Towndrow^ 
Minchin  (H.  C.),M.  A.    See  R.  Peel. 
Mitchell  (P.  Chalmers),  M.A.  OUTLINES 

OF  BIOLOGY.     Illustrated.     Second Edi- 

Hon.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Mitton  (Q.  E.).    JANE   AUSTEN   AND 

HER  TIMES.     With  many  Portraits  and 

Illustrations.    Second  Edition.     Demy  8vo. 

10s.  6d.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
'  Moil  (A.).'     See  Books  on  Business. 
Moir  (D.  M.).     See  Little  Library. 
Money  (L.  Q.  Chiozza).    RICHES  AND 

POVERTY.     Second  Edition    Demy  8vo. 

Ss.  net. 
Montaigne.     See  C.  F.  Pond. 
Moore  (H.  E.).     See  S.  Q.  S. 
Moran  (Clarence  Q.).  See  Books  on  Business. 
More  (Sir  Thomas).    See  Standard  Library. 
Morfill  (W.  R.),   Oriel  Colle-e,  Oxford.     A 

HISTORY  OF  RUSSIA  FROM  PETER 

THE    GREAT    TO   ALEXANDER  II. 

With  Maps  and  Plans.     C/.Szio.     y.  6d. 
Morich  (R.  J.),  late  of  Clifton  College.     See 

School  Examination  Series. 
Morris  (J.).     THE  MAKERS  OF  JAPAN. 

With    many    portraits    and    Illustrations. 

Demy  8vo.     12s.  6d.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Morris  (J.  E.).     See  Little  Guides. 
Morton  (Miss  Anderson).    See  Miss  Bred- 

rick. 
THE    MOTOR    YEAR-BOOK   FOR  1906. 

With  many    Illustrations    and    Diagrams. 

Demy  8vo.    js.  6d.  net. 
Moule(H.  C.  G.),  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Dur- 

ham.     See  Leaders  of  Religion. 
Muir  (M.    M.    Pattison),     M.A.       THE 

CHEMISTRY    OF    FIRE.       IHustrated. 

Cr.  8vo.     2S.  6d. 
Mundella  (V.  A.),  M.A.     See  J.  T.  Dunn. 
Munro  (R.),  LL.D.     See  Antiquary's  Books. 
Naval  Officer  (A).     See  I.  P.  L. 
Neal  (W.  G. ).     See  R.  N.  Hall. 
Newman  (J.  H.)  and  others.    See  Library 

of  Devotion. 
Nichols  (J.  B.  B.).    See  Little  Library. 
Nicklin     (T.),    M.A.       EXAMINATION 

PAPERS  IN  THUCYDIDES.  Cr.  8vo.  2*. 
Nimrod.    SeeLP.  L. 
Noreata  (G.    Le    Q.).      SIR    WALTER 

SCOTT.  Illustrated.  Demy  Zvo.  js.  Cd.  mi. 
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Norregaard  (B.  W.).  THE  GREAT 
SIEGE  :  The  Investment  and  Fall  of  Port 
Arthur.  Illustrated.  Demy  Svo.  los.  6d.  net. 

Northcote  (James),  R.A.  THE  CONVER- 
SATIONS  OF  JAMES  NORTHCOTE, 
R.A.,  AND  JAMES  WARD.  Edited  by 
Ernest  Fletcher.  With  many  Portraits. 
Demy  8vo.     los.  6d. 

Norway  (A.  H.).  NAPLES.  With  25  Col- 
oured Illustrations  by  Maurice  Grkiffen- 
HAGEN.     A  New  Edition.     Cr.  Zvo^,    6s. 

Novalis.  THE  DISCIPLES  AT  SAIS  AND 
OTHER  FRAGMENTS.  Edited  by  Miss 
Una  Birch.    Fcap.  Zvo.    2^.  6d. 

Oldfield  (W=  J.),  Canon  of  Lincoln.  A 
PRIMER  OF  RELIGION.  Fcap  Zvo. 
Q.S,  6d. 

Oliphant  (Mrs.).     See  Leaders  of  Religion. 

Oman(C.  W.C),  M.A.,  Fellow  of  All  Souls', 
Oxford.  A  HISTORY  OF  THE  ART  OF 
WAR.  Vol.  II.:  The  Middle  Ages,  from 
the  Fourth  to  the  Fourteenth  Century.  Illus- 
trated.   Demy  %vo.     xos.  6d.  net. 

Ottley  (R.  L.),  D.D.  See  Handbooks  of 
Theology'  and  Leaders  of  Religion. 

Overton  (J,  H.).     See  Leaders  of  Religion. 

Owen  (Dousrlas).     See  Books  on  Business. 

Oxford  (M.  N.),  of  Guy's  Hospital.  A  HAND- 
BOOK OF  NURSING.  Third  Edition. 
Cr.  Zvff.     3^.  6d. 

Fakes  (W.  C.  C).  THE  SCIENCE  OF 
HYGIENE.    Illustrated.    DetnySvo.    15s. 

Palmer(Frederick).   WITH  KUROKI  IN 
MANCHURIA.     Illustrated.      T/iird 
Edition.    Demy  Svo.    "/s.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Parker  (Gilbert).  A  LOVER'S  DIARY. 
Fcap.  Zvo.   5^. 

Parkes  (A.  K.).  SMALL  LESSONS  ON 
GREAT  TRUTHS.    Fcap.  Zvo.    is.  6d. 

Parkinson  (John).  PARADISI  IN  SOLE 
PARADISUS  TERRESTRIS,  OR  A 
GARDEN  OF  ALL  SORTS  OF  PLEA- 
SANT FLOWERS.     Folio.    £^,  ^s.  net. 

Parmenter  (John).  HELIO-TROPES,  OR 
NEW  POSIES  FOR  SUNDIALS,  1625. 
Edited  by  Percival  Landon.  Quarto, 
•^s.  6d.  net. 

Parmentier  (Prof.  Leon).  See  Byzantine 
Texts. 

Pascal.     See  Library  of  Devotion. 

Paston  (George).  SOCIAL  CARICA- 
TURES IN  THE  EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY.  Imperial  Quarto.  £2,  12s.  6d. 
net.   See  also  Little  Books  on  Art  and  I.P.L. 

Pater80n(W.  R.)(Benjamin  Swift).  LIFE'S 
QUESTIONINGS.   Cr.Zvo.   ^s.  6d.  net. 

Patterson  (A.  H.).  NOTES  OF  AN  EAST 
COAST  NATURALIST.  Illustrated  in 
Colour  by  F.  Southg  ate.  Second  Edition. 
Cr.  Zv9.    6s. 


NATURE  IN  EASTERN  NORFOLK. 
A  series  of  observations  on  the  Bircis, 
Fishes,  Mammals,  Reptiles,  and  stalk- 
eyed  Crustaceans  found  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, with  a  list  of  the  species.  With 
12  Illustrations  in  colour,  by  Frank 
SoUTHGATE.    Second Edition.  Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 

Peacock  (N.).     See  Little  Books  on  Art. 

Pearce  (E.  H.),  M.A.  ANNALS  OF 
CHRIST'S  HOSPITAL.  Illustrated. 
Demy  ?,vo.     7s.  6d. 

Peel  (Robert),  and  Minchin  (H.  C),  M.A. 
OXFORD.  With  100  Illustrations  in 
Colour.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

Peel  (Sidney),  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  College, 
Oxford,  and  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  the  Licensing  Laws.  PRACTI- 
CAL LICENSING  REFORM.  Second 
Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     is.  6d. 

Peters  (J.  P.),  D.D.  See  Churchman's 
Library. 

Petrie  (W.  M.  Flinders),  D.  C.  L. ,  LL.  D. ,  Pro- 
fessor of  Egyptology  at  University  College. 
A  HISTORY  OF  EGYPT,  from  the 
Earliest  Times  to  the  Present  Day. 
Fully  Illustrated.  In  six  volumes.  Cr. 
Zvo,    6s.  each. 

Vol.  I.  Prehistoric  Times  to  XVIth 
Dynasty.    Fifth  Edition. 

Vol.  II.  The  XVIIth  and  XVIIIth 
Dynasties.    Fourth  Edition, 

Vol.  III.    XIXth  to  XXXth  Dynasties. 

Vol.  IV.  The  Egypt  of  the  Ptolemies. 
J.  P.  Mahaffy,  LItt.D. 

Vol.  v.     Roman  Egypt.  J.  G.  Milne,  M.A. 

Vol.  VI.  Egypt  in  the  Middle  Ages. 
Stanley  Lane-Poole,  M.A. 

RELIGION  AND  CONSCIENCE  IN 
ANCIENT  EGYPT.  Illustrated.  Cr. 
8vo.     2s.  6d. 

SYRIA  AND  EGYPT,  FROM  THE  TELL 
EL  AMARNA  TABLETS.  Cr.Svo.  zs.  6d. 

EGYPTIAN  TALES.  Illustrated  by  Tris- 
tram Ellis.  In  Two  Volumes.  Cr.  8vo. 
25.  6d.  each. 

EGYPTIAN  DECORATIVE  ART.  With 
120  Illustrations.     Cr.  Svo.    y.  6d. 

Phillips  (W.  A.).     See  Oxford  Biographies. 

Phillpotts  (Eden).  MY  DEVON  YEAR. 
With  38  Illustrations  by  J.  Ley  Pethy- 
BRiDGE.  Second  and  Cheaper  Edition. 
Larf[e  Cr.  8vo.    6s, 

UP     ALONG     AND     DOWN     ALONG. 
Illustrated     by     Claude      Shepperson. 
Cr.  j^to.     sjr.  net. 
A  volume  of  poems. 

Pienaar  (Philip).     WITH  STEYN  AND 
DE    WET.     Second   Edition.      Cr.    Svo. 
3S.  6d. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Plarr  (Victor  G. )  and  Walton  (F.  W.).  A 
SCHOOL  HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE- 
SEX.     Illustrated.    Cr.  Zvo.     is.  6d. 

Plato.    See  SUadard  Library. 
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Plautus.  THE  CAPTIVI.  Edited,  with 
an  Introduction,  Textual  Notes,  and  a  Com- 
mentary, by  W.  M.  Lindsay,  Fellow  of 
Jesus  College,  Oxford.  Demy  Bvo.  los.  6d. 
net. 

Plowden-Wardlaw  (J.  T.),  B.A.,  King's 
College,  Cambridge.  See  School  Examina- 
tion Series. 

Podmore    (Frank).      MODERN    SPIRI- 
TUALISM.      Two   Volumes.      Demy  Zvo. 
■zxs.  net. 
A  History  and  a  Criticism. 

Poer    (J.    Patrick    Le).      A    MODERN 
LEGIONARY.    Cr.Svo.     6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Pollard  (Alice).     See  Little  Books  on  Art. 

Pollard(A.  W.).  OLD  PICTURE  BOOKS. 
Illustrated.     Demy  8vo.     js.  6d.  net. 

Pollard  (Eliza  P.).     See  Little  Books  on  Art. 

Pollock  (David),  M.I.N. A.  See  Books  on 
Business. 

Pond  (C.  P.).  A  DAY  BOOK  OF  MON- 
TAIGNE. Edited  by.  Fcap.  Zvo.  ^s.  td. 
net. 

Potter  (M.  C),  M.A.,  F.L.S.  A  TEXT- 
BOOK OF  AGRICULTURAL  BOTANY. 
Illustrated.  Second  Edition.  Cr.  Zvo. 
4^.  6d. 

Power  (J.  O'Connor).  THE  MAKING 
OF  AN  ORATOR.     Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 

Pradeau  (Q.).  A  KEY  TO  THE  TIME 
ALLUSIONS  IN  THE  DIVINE 
COMEDY.  With  a  Dial.  Small  quarto. 
IS.  6d. 

Prance  (Q.).     See  Half-Crown  Library. 

Prescott  (O.  L.).  ABOUT  MUSIC,  AND 
WHAT  IT  IS  MADE  OF.  Cr.  Zvo. 
■3,s.  6d.  net. 

Price  (L.  L.),  M.A.,  Fellow  of  Oriel  College, 
Oxon.  A  HISTORY  OF  ENGLISH 
POLITICAL  ECONOMY.  Fourth  Edi- 
Hon.    Cr.  Zvo.     is.  6d. 

Primrose  (Deborah).  A  MODERN 
BOCOTIA.     Cr.  2>vo.    6s. 

Pugin  and  Rowlandson.  THE  MICRO- 
COSM OF  LONDON,  OR  London  in 
Miniature.  With  104  Illustrations  in 
colour.  /«  Three  Volumes.  Small  ^to. 
£3,  3s.  net. 

*  Q '  (A.  T.  Quiller  Couch).  See  Half-Crown 
Library. 

Quevedo  Villegas.     See  Miniature  Library. 

Q.R.  and  E.S.  THE  WOODHOUSE  COR- 
RESPONDENCE.    Cr.Svo.    6s. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Rackham  (R.  B.),  M.A.  See  Westminster 
Commentaries. 

Randolph  (B.  W.),  D.D.  See  Library  of 
Devotion. 

Rannie  (D.  W.),  M.A.  A  STUDENT'S 
HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  Cr.  Bvo. 
y,  64, 


Rashdall  (Hastings),  M.A.,  Fellow  and 
Tutor  of  New  College,  Oxford.  DOC- 
TRINEJAND   DEVELOPMENT.     Cr. 

Svo.    6s. 

Rawstorne  (Lawrence,  Esq.).    See  I.P.L. 

Raymond  (Walter).  A  SCHOOL 
HISTORY  OF  SOMERSETSHIRE. 
Illustrated.     Cr.  Bvo.     is.  6d. 

A  Real  Paddy.    See  I.P-L. 

Reason  (W,),  M.A.    See  S.Q.S. 

Redfern  (W.  B.),  Author  of '  Ancient  Wood 
and  Iron  Work  in  Cambridge,'  etc. 
ROYAL  AND  HISTORIC  GLOVES 
AND  ANCIENT  SHOES.  Profusely 
Illustrated  in  colour  and  half-tone.  Quarto, 
£2,  2S.  net. 

Reynolds.     See  Little  Galleries. 

*Rhodes  (W.  E.).  A  SCHOOL  HISTORY 
OF  LANCASHIRE.  Illustrated.  Cr.Br-o. 
IS.  6d. 

Roberts  (M.  E.).     See  C.  C.  Channer. 

Robertson  (A.),  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Exeter.  REGNUM  DEI.  The  Bampton 
Lectures  of  1901.     Demy  Bvo.     xis.  6d.  net. 

Robertson  (C.  Grant).  M.A.,  Fellow  of  All 
Souls*  College,  Oxford,  Examiner  in  the 
Honours  School  of  Modem  History,  Oxford, 
1901-1904.  SELECT  S'L'ATUTES,  CASES, 
AND  CONSTITUTIONAL  DOCU- 
MENTS, 1660-1832.  Demy  Bvo.  los.  6d. 
net. 

Robertson  (C.  Grant)  and  Bartholomew 
(J.  G.),  F.R.S.E.,  F.R.G.S.  A  HIS- 
TORICAL  AND  MODERN  ATLAS  OF 
THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE.  Demy  Quarto. 
4s.  6d.  net. 

Robertson  (Sir  Q.  S.),  K.C.S.I.  See 
Half-Crown  Library. 

Robinson  (A.  W.),  M.A.  See  Churchman's 
Bible. 

Robinson  (Cecilia).  THE  MINISTRY 
OF  DEACONESSES.  With  an  Introduc- 
tion by  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
Cr.  Bvo.     3s.  6d. 

Robinson  (F.  S.).  See  Connoisseur's  Library. 

Rochefoucaiild  (La).     See  Little  Library. 

Rodwell  (G.),  B.A.  NEW  TESTAMENT 
GREEK.  A  Course  for  Beginners.  With 
a  Preface  by  Walter  Lock,  D.D.,  Warden 
of  Keble  College.     Fcap.  Bvo.    3s.  6d. 

Roe  (Fred).  ANCIENT  COFFERS  AND 
CUPBOARDS:  Their  History  and  De- 
scription.  Illustrated.   Quarto.   £3,  3s.  net. 

OLD  OAK  FURNITURE.  With  many 
Illustrations  by  the  Author,  including  a 
frontispiece  in  colour.  Demy  Bvo.  10s.  6d. 
net. 

Rogers  (A.  G.  L.),  M.A.  See  Books  on 
Business. 

Roscoe   (E.    S.).      ROBERT    HARLEY, 
EARL  OF  OXFORD.    Illustrated,   Demy 
Bvo.    js.  6d. 
This  is  the  only  life  of  Harley  in  existeoce. 
See  also  Little  Guides. 
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Rose  (Edward).     THE  ROSE  READER. 

Illustrated.     Cr.    8vo.     2s.  6d.     Also  in  4 

Parfs.    Paris  /.  and  IL  6d.  each  ;  Part 

III.  Zd.  ;  Part  IV.  lod. 
Rouse  (W.  H.  D.).       WORDS   OF  THE 

ANCIENT  WISE  :  Thoughts  from  Eplc- 

tetus  and   Marcus  Aurelius.      Edited    by. 

Fcap.  8vo.     3J.  6d.  net. 
Rowntree  (Joshua).      THE  IMPERIAL 

DRUG     TRADE.      Second  and  Cheaper 

Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.     2s.  net. 
Rubie  (A.  E.).    D.D.      See  Junior   School 

Books. 
Russell    (W.    Clark).      THE   LIFE    OF 

ADMIRAL     LORD    COLLINGWOOD. 

With     Illustrations     by     F.     Brangwyn. 

Fourth  Edition.    Cr.^  8vo.    6s. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
St.  Anslem.    See  Library  of  Devotion. 
St.  Aus^UStine.     See  Library  of  Devotion. 
St.  Cyres  (Viscount).       See    Oxford    Bio- 
graphies. 
St.    Francis    of    Assisi.        See    Standard 

Library. 
•Salci'  (H.  Munro).  REGINALD.    Second 

Edition.     Fcap.  Zvo.     2s.  6d.  net. 
Sales  (St.   Francis    de).      See   Library  of 

Devotion. 
Salmon  (A.  L.).      A  POPULAR   GUIDE 

TO  DEVON.    Medium  Zvo.    6d.  net.    See 

also  Little  Guides. 
Sargeant     (J.),     M.A.       ANNALS     OF 

WESTMINSTER  SCHOOL.   Illustrated. 

Demy  %vo.    7s.  6d. 
Sathas(C.).     See  Byzantine  Texts. 
Schmitt  (John).     See  Byzantine  Texts. 
Scott   (A.   M.).      WINSTON   SPENCER 

CHURCHILL.     With  Portraits  and  lllus- 

trations.    Cr.  8vo.     3J.  6d. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
SeeIey(H.G.),  F.R.S.  DRAGONS  OF  THE 

AIR.     Illustrated.     Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
Sells  (V.  P.),  M.A.    THE  MECHANICS 

OF   DAILY  LIFE.     Illustrated.    Cr.  Zvo. 

2S.  6d. 
Selous  (Edmund).      TOMMY    SMITH'S 

ANIMALS.      Illustrated  by  G.  W.   Ord. 

Fifth  Edition.     Fcap.  Zvo.     2s.  6d. 
Settle     (J.      H.).        ANECDOTES      OF 

SOLDIERS.     Cr.  8vo.     zs.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Shakespeare  (William). 
THE  FOUR  FOLIOS,  1623;   1632;   1664; 

1685.     Each  Four  Guineas  ftet,  or  a  com- 
plete set,  Twelve  Guineas  net. 
Folios  3  and  4  are  ready. 
Folio  2  is  nearly  ready. 
The  Arden  Shakespeare. 

Demy    8vo.       2s.    6d.    net    each    volume. 

General  Editor,  W.  J.  Craig.     An  Edition 

of  Shakespeare  in   single   Plays.      Edited 

with   a  full    Introduction,    Textual   Notes, 

and  a  Commentary  at  the  foot  of  the  page. 


HAMLET.      Edited  by  Edward  Dowden, 

Litt.D. 
ROMEO  AND  JULIET.  Edited  by  Edward 

Dowden,  Litt.D. 
KING  LEAR.     Edited  by  W.  J.  Craig. 
JULIUS    CAESAR.      Edited  by  M.    Mac- 

MILLAN,  M.A. 

THE    TEMPEST.      Edited    by    Moreton 

Luce. 
OTHELLO.    Edited  by  H.  C.  Hart. 
TITUS  ANDRONICUS.     Edited  by  H.  B. 

Baildon, 
CYMBELINE.  Edited  by  Edward  Dowdek. 
THE    MERRY   WIVES   OF   WINDSOR. 

Edited  by  H.  C.  Hart. 
A     MIDSUMMER     NIGHT'S    DREAM. 

Edited  by  H.  Cuningham. 
KING  HENRY  V.    Eoited  by  H.  A.  Evans. 
ALL'S    WELL     THAT     ENDS     WELL. 

Edited  by  W.  O.  Brigstocke. 
THE     TAMING     OF     THE     SHREW. 

Edited  by  R.  Warwick  Bond. 
TIMON    OF    ATHENS.      Edited   by    K. 

Deighton. 
MEASURE  FOR  MEASURE.     Edited  by 

H.  C.  Hart. 
TWELFTH  NIGHT.     Edited  by  Moreton 

Luce. 
THE  MERCHANT  OF  VENICE.     Edited 

by  C.  Knox  Pooler. 
TROILUS  AND  CRESSIDA.       Edited  by 

K.  Deighton. 
The  Little  Quarto  Shakespeare.    Edited 

by  W.  J.  Craig.    With  Introductions  and 

Notes.       Pott    i6mo.       In    40    Volumes. 

Leather,    price     ts.     net     each    volume. 

Mahogany  Revolving  Book  Case.    lo*.  net. 
See  also  Standard  Library'. 
Sharp   (A.).    VICTORIAN    POETS.    Cr. 

Svo.     2S.  6d. 
Sharp  (Cecil).     See  S.  Baring-Gould. 
Sharp  (Mrs.  E.  A.).     See  Little  Books  on 

Art. 
Shedlock  (J.   S.)      THE  PIANOFORTE 

SONATA.    Cr.  Zvo.    5^- 
Shellev  (Percy  B.).    ADONAIS ;  an  Elegy 

on  tne  death  of  John    Keats,   Author  of 

'  Endymion,'  etc.     Pisa.     From  the  types  of 

Didot,  1821.     2^.  net. 
Sheppard  (H.  F.),   M.A.     See  S.   Baring- 

Gould. 
Sherwell  (Arthur),  M.A.    See  S.Q.S. 
Shipley    (Mary    E.).      AN     ENGLISH 

CHURCH    HISTORY    FOR    CHILD- 

REN.     With  a  Preface  by  the  Bishop  of 

Gibraltar.      With   Maps  and  Illustrations. 

Part  I.     Cr.  Svo.    as.  6d.  net. 
Sichel  (Walter).      DISRAELI :   A   Study 

in  Personality  and  Ideas.    With  3  Portraits. 

DemyZvo.    12s.  6d,  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
See  also  Oxford  Biographies. 
Sime  (J.).     See  Little  Books  on  Art. 
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Simonson    (Q.     A.).        FRANCESCO 

G  U  A  R  D  I.      With  41  Plates.      Imperial 

^to.    £2,  2s.  net. 
Sketchley  (R.  E.  D.).     See  Little  Books  on 

Art. 
Skipton  (H.  P.   K.).      See  Little  Books  on 

Art. 
Sladen  (Douglas).      SICILY:    The   New 

Winter  Resort.    With  over  200  Illustrations. 

Second  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     5s.  net. 
Small  (Evan),  M.A.    THE  EARTH.    An 

Introduction  to  Physiography.     Illustrated. 

Cr.  Z7>o.     2S.  6d. 
Smallwood  (M.  Q.).     See  Little  Books  on 

Art. 
Sinedley(F.  E.).     See  LP. L. 
Smith    (Adam).       THE    WEALTH     OF 

NATIONS.     Edited  with  an  Introduction 

and  numerous  Notes  by  Edwin  Cannan, 

M.A.      Two  volumes.      Demy  8vo,      21s. 

net. 

See  also  English  Library. 
Smith  (Horace  and  James).      See  Little 

Library. 
Smith   (H.   Bompas),     M.A.      A    NEW 

JUNIOR  ARITHMETIC.      Crown  8vo. 

2s.  6d. 
Smith  (R.  Mudie).      THOUGHTS  FOR 

THE     DAY.       Edited    by.      Fcap.    Svo. 

2s.  6d.  net. 
Smith  (Nowell  C).     See  W.  Wordsworth. 
Smith  (John  Thomas).    A  BOOK  FOR 

A    RAINY    DAY:  Or  Recollections  of  the 

Events  of  the  Years  1766-1833.     Edited  by 

Wilfred    Whitten.     Illustrated.    Demy 

2iV0.    I'zs.  6d.  net. 
Snell  (F.  J.).     A  BOOK  OF   EXMOOR. 

Illustrated.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Snowden(C.  E.).  A  HANDY  DIGEST  OF 

BRITISH  HISTORY.  Detny  &vo.  4s.  6d. 
Sophocles.     See  Classical  Translations. 
Sornet  (L.  A.).     See  Junior  School  Books. 
South  (Wilton  E.),  M.A.     See  Junior  School 

Books. 
Southey    (R.).       ENGLISH     SEAMEN. 

Edited  by  David  Hannav. 
Vol.    I.     (Howard,    Clifford,    Hawkins, 

Drake,  Cavendish).     Second  Edition.     Cr. 

Svo.    6s. 
Vol.   II.    (Richard    Hawkins,    Grenville, 

Essex,  and  Raleigh).     Cr.  B7>o.     6s. 
See  also  Standard  Library. 
Spence  (C.  H.),  M.A.     See  School  Exaniina- 

tion  Series. 
Spooner  (W.  A.),    M.A.     See    Leaders    of 

Religion.  I 

Staley  (Edgcumbe).      THE  GUILDS  OF  | 

FLORENCE.      Illustrated.      J?oyal    8vo, 

16s.  net. 
Stanbridge  (J.  W.),  B.D.     See  Library  of 

Devotion. 
•Stancliffe.'    GOLF  DO'S  AN D  DONT'S. 

Second  Edition.     Fcap.  8vo.     is. 
Stead  (D.  W.).     See  D.  Gallaher. 


Stedman(A.  M.  M.),  M.A. 

INITIALATINA :  Easy  Lessons  on  Elemen- 
tary Accidence.  Ninth  Edition.  Fcap. 
8vo.     IS. 

FIRST  LATIN  LESSONS.  Ninth  Edi, 
tion.     Cr.  Zvo.     zs. 

FIRST  LATIN  READER.  With  Notes 
adapted  to  the  Shorter  Latin  Primer  and 
Vocabulary.  Sixth Editionrevised.  iSme. 
IS.  6d. 

EASY  SELECTIONS  FROM  CiESAR. 
The  Helvetian  War.  Second  Edition 
iBmo.     IS. 

EASY  SELECTIONS  FROM  LIVY.  The 
Kings  of  Rome.  i8mo.  Second  Edition. 
IS.  6d. 

EASY  LATIN  PASSAGES  FOR  UNSEEN 
TRANSLATION.  Tenth  Edition  Fcap. 
Zvo.     IS.  6d. 

EXEMPLA  LATINA.  First  ExercLses 
in  Latin  Accidence.  With  Vocabulary. 
Third  Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.     xs. 

EASY  LATIN  EXERCISES  ON  THE 
SYNTAX  OF  THE  SHORTER  AND 
REVISED  LATIN  PRIMER.  With 
Vocabulary.  Tenth  and  Cheaper  Edition, 
re-7vritten.  Cr.  Svo.  is.  6d.  Original 
Edition,    zs.  6d.     Kev,  3s.  net. 

THE  LATIN  COMPOUND  SENTENCE  : 
Rules  and  Exercises.  Second  Edition. 
Cr.  8vo.     IS.  6d.     With  Vocabulary.     2s, 

NOTANDA  QUAEDAM  :  Miscellaneous 
Latin  Exercises  on  Common  Rules  and 
Idioms.  Fou7-th  Edition.  Fcap.  Zvo. 
IS.  6d.  With  Vocabularj'.  zs.  Key,  2s. 
net. 

LATIN  VOCABULARIES  FOR  REPE- 
TITION :  Arranged  according  to  Subjects. 
Thirteenth  Edition.    Fcap.  8vo.     is.  6d. 

A  VOCABULARY  OF  LATIN  IDIOMS. 
iZjno.    Second  Edition,     is. 

STEPS  TO  GREEK.  Second  Edition,  re- 
vised.    iZmo.     IS. 

A  SHORTER  GREEK  PRIMER.  Cr. 
Svo.     IS.  6d. 

EASY  GREEK  PASSAGES  FOR  UNSEEN 
TRANSLATION.  Third  Edition,  re- 
vised.   Fcap.  8vo.     IS.  6d. 

GREEK  VOCABULARIES  FOR  RE- 
PETITION. Arranged  according  to  Sub- 
jects.   Fourth  Edition.    Fcap.  Svo.    is.  6d. 

GREEK  TESTAMENT  SELECTIONS. 
For  the  use  of  Schools.  With  Introduc- 
tion, Notes,  and  Vocabulary.  Fourth 
Edition.     Fcap.  %vo.     zs.  6d. 

STEPS  TO  FRENCH.  Seventh  Edition. 
i8mo.     8d. 

FIRST  FRENCH  LESSONS.  Seventh  Edi- 
tion, revised.    Cr.  S7'o.     is. 

EASY  FRENCH  PASSAGES  FOR  UN- 
SEEN  TRANSLATION.  Fzyth  Edi- 
tion, revised.    Fcap.  8vo,    is,  6d. 
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EASY  FRENCH  EXERCISES  ON  ELE- 
MENTARY SYNTAX.  With  Vocabu- 
lary. Fourth  Edition,  Cr.  8vo.  2S.  6d. 
Key.     3f.  net. 

FRENCH    VOCABULARIES    FOR    RE- 
PETITION :  Arranged  according  to  Sub- 
jects.    Twelfth  Edition.     Fcap.  ^vo.     is. 
See  also  School  Examination  Series. 

Steel  (R.    Elliott),    M.A.,    F.C.S.     THE 
WORLD    OF  SCIENCE.     With   147 
Illustrations.  Second Editiofi.  Cr.  %vo.  2s.  6d. 
See  also  School  Examination  Series. 

Stephenson  (C),  of  the  Technical  College, 
Bradford,  and  Suddards  (F.)  of  the 
Yorkshire  College,  Leeds.  ORNAMEN- 
TAL DESIGN  FOR  WOVEN  FABRICS. 
Illustrated.  Demy  Svo.  Third  Edition, 
js.  6d. 

Stephenson  (J.),  M.A.  THE  CHIEF 
TRUTHS  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 
FAITH.     Cr.  8vo.     3^.  6d. 

Sterne  (Laurence).     See  Little  Library. 

Stcrry  (W.).  M.A.  ANNALS  OF  ETON 
COLLEGE.  Illustrated.  DemySvo.  7s.  6d. 

Steuart  (Katherine).  BY  ALLAN 
WATER.  Second  Edition.  Cr.Bvo.  6s. 

Stevenson  (R.  L.)  THE  LETTERS  OF 
ROBERT  LOUIS  STEVENSON  TO 
HIS  FAMILY  AND  FRIENDS. 
Selected  and  Edited  by  Sidney  Colvin. 
Sixth  Edition.    Cr.  8vo.    12s. 

Library  Edition.  DemySvo.  2  vols.  25s.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

VAILIMA   LETTERS.      With    an    Etched 
Portrait    by    William    Strang.       Et/th 
Edition.     Cr.  %vo.     Buckram,     ds. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

THE  LIFE  OF  R.  L.  STEVENSON.  See 
G.  Balfour. 

Stevenson  (M.  I.).  FROM  SARANAC 
TO  THE  MARQUESAS.  Being  Letters 
written  by  Mrs.  M.  I.  Stevenson  during 
1887-8.     Cr.  87'<7.  _  6s.  net.  _         . 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

LETTERS  FROM  SAMOA.  Edited  and 
arranged  by  M.  C.  Balfour.  With  many 
Illustrations.  Second  Ed.   Cr.  Svo.   6s.  net. 

Stoddart  (Anna  M.).  See  Oxford  Bio- 
graphics. 

Stokes  (F.  G.),  B.A.  HOURS  WITH 
RABELAIS.  From  the  translation  of  Sir 
T.  Urquhart  and  P.  A.  Motteux.  With 
a  Portrait  in  Photogravure.  Cr.  Zvo.  3J.  6d. 
net. 

Stone  (S.  J.).  POEMS  AND  HYMNS. 
With  a  Memoir  by  F.  G.  Ellerton, 
M.A.    With  Portrait.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 

Storr  (Vernon  F.),  M.A.,  Lecturer  in 
the  Philosophy  of  Religion  in  Cambridge 
University ;  Examining  Chaplain  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury;  formerly  Fellow 
of  University  College,  Oxford.  DEVELOP- 
MENT  AND  DIVINE  PURPOSE  Cr. 
Svo.     5s.  net. 

Straker  (P.).    See  Books  on  Business. 
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\  Streane  (A.  W.),  D.D.  See  Churchman's 
!       Bible. 

I  Stroud  (H.),  D.Sc,  M.A.  See  Textbooks  of 
I       Science. 

Strutt  (Joseph).  THE  SPORTS  AND 
j  PASTIMES  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF 
I  ENGLAND.  Illustrated  by  many  engrav- 
I  ings.  Revised  by  J.  Charles  Cox,  LL.D., 
I  F.S.A.  Quarto.  21s.  net. 
Stuart  (Capt.  Donald).  THE  STRUGGLE 

FOR  PERSIA.  With  a  Map.  Cr.Svo.  6s. 
I  .Sturch(F.).,  Staff  Instructor  to  the  Surrey 

County  Council.    MANUAL  TRAINING, 

DRAWING  (WOODWORK).  Its  Prin- 
I       ciples  and   Application,  with  Solutions  to 

Examination  Questions,  1892-1905,  Ortho- 
I  graphic,  Isometric  and  Oblique  Projection. 
I  With  so  Plates  and  140  Figures.  Foolscap. 
I        <,s.  net. 

I  Suckling  (Sir  John).  FRAGMENTA 
!  AUREA;  a  Collection  of  all  the  Incom- 
j       parable  Peeces,  written  by.     And  published 

by^  a  friend  to  perpetuate  his  memory. 
j       Printed  by  his  own  copies. 

Printed  for   Humphrey  Moseley,   and 

are  to  be  sold  at  his  shop,  at  the  sign  of  the 

Princes  Arms  in  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  1646. 
Suddards  (F.).     See  C.  Stephenson. 
Surtees  (R.  S.).     See  I.P.L. 
Swift  (Jonathan).    THE  JOURNAL  TO 
I       STELLA.    Edited  by  G.  A.  Aitken.   Cr. 
I       Svo.     6s. 
\  Symes   (J.   E.),    M.A.      THE  FRENCH 

REVOLUTION.  Second  Edition.  Cr.  Svo. 

I  25.  6d. 

\  Synipson(E.  M.),  M.A.,  M.D.    SeeAncient 
I      Cities. 
Syrett  (Netta).     See  Little  Blue  Books. 
Tacitus.     AGRICOLA.     With  Introduction 

Notes,  Map,  etc.     By  R.^F.  Davis,  M.A., 

Fcafi.  Svo.    2S. 
GERMANIA.     By  the  same  Editor.     Fcap. 

Svo.    2S.    See  also  Classical  Translations. 
Tallack(W.).  HOWARD  LETTERS  AND 
'       MEMORIES.    Demy  Svo.    10s.  6d.  net. 
Tauler  ( J. ).    See  Library  of  Devotion. 
Taunton  (E.  L.).     A  HISTORY  OF  THE 

JESUITS  IN  ENGLAND.      Illustrated. 

Demy  Svo.     21s.net. 
Taylor  (A.  E.).     THE  ELEMENTS  OF 

METAPHYSICS.   DemySvo.   ios.6d.net. 
Taylor  (  F.  G . ),  M.  A.    See  Commercial  Series. 
Taylor  (1.  A.).     See  Oxford  Biographies. 
Taylor  (T.  M.),    M.A.,  Fellow  of  Gonville 

and  Caius  College,  Cambridge.     A  CON- 

STITUTIONAL      AND      POLITICAL 

HISTORY  OF  ROME.    Cr.Svo.    7s.  6d. 
Tennyson  (Alfred,  Lord).    THE  EARLY 

POEMS   OF.      Edited,    with    Notes   and 

an  Introduction,  by  J.  Churton  Collins, 

M.A.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
IN    MEMORIAM,    MAUD,   ANP    THE 

PRINCESS.     Edited  by  J.   Churtok 

Collins,  M.A.     Cr.  Svo.     6s.    See  also 

Little  Library. 
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Terry  (C.  S.).     See  Oxford  Biographies. 
Terton  (Alice).  LIGHTS  AND  SHADOWS 

IN  A  HOSPITAL.     Cr.  8w.     ^s.  6d. 
Thackeray  ( W.  M. ).     See  Little  Library. 
Theobald  (F.  v.),  M.A.    INSECT    LIFE. 

Illustrated.     Second  Ed.  Revised.    Cr.Zvo. 

2J.  6d. 
Thompson  (A.  H.).     See  Little  Guides. 
Tileston(MaryW.).  DAILY  STRENGTH 

FOR  DAI  LY  N E  EDS.     Twelfth  Edition. 

Medium  i6mo.    2S.  6d.  net.     Also  an  edition 

in  superior  binding,  6^-. 
Tompkins  (H.  W.),   F.R.H.S.      See  Little 

Guides. 
Towndrow  (R.   F.).    A  DAY  BOOK  OF 

MILTON.    Edited  by.    Fcap.  ?>vo.    ss.6d.. 

net. 
Townley  (Lady  Susan).     MY  CHINESE 

NOTE-BOOK      With  i6  Illustrations  and 

2  Maps.     Third  Edition.     DemyZvo.    \os. 

6d.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
*Toynbee (Paget),  M.A. ,  D.Litt.    DANTE 

IN   ENGLISH  LITERATURE.     Demy 

Zvo.     X2S.  6d.  net. 

See  also  Oxford  Biographies. 
Trench  (Herbert).   DEIRDRE  WED    and 

Other  Poems.     Cr.  Svo.     5s. 
Trevelyan  (Q.  M.),  Fellow  of  Trinity  College, 

Cambridge.     ENGLAND  UNDER  THE 

STUARTS.   With  Maps  and  Plans.  Second 

Edition.     Demy  Svo.     los.  6d.  net. 
Troutbeck  (O.  E.).     See  Little  Guides. 
Tyler  (E.  A.),    B.A.,   F.C.S.      See  Junior 

School  Books, 
Tyrell-Qill  (Frances).    See  Little  Books  on 

Art, 
Vardon  (Harry).     THE  COMPLETE 

GOLFER.     Illustrated.    Seventh  Edition. 

Demy  Svo.     jos.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Vaughan  (Henry).     See  Little  Library. 
Voegelin  (A.),   M,A,     See  Junior  Examina- 
tion Series, 
Waddell (Col.  L.  A.),  LL. D. ,  C. B.   LHASA 

AND  ITS  MYSTERIES.    With  a  Record 

of  the  Expedition  of  1903-1904.     With  2000 

Illustrations  and  Maps.     Demy  Zvo.     21s. 

net. 
Also  Third  and  Cheaper  Edition.      With 
155   Illustrations    and    Maps,       Demy 
Sz'if.     js.  6d.  net. 
Wade  (G.  W.),  D.D.     OLD  TESTAMENT 

HISTORY.     With  Maps.     Third  Edition. 

Cr.  Zvo.     ds. 
Wagner  (Richard).    See  A.  L.  Cleather. 
Wall  (J.  C).     DEVILS.     Illustrated  by  the 

Author  and  from  photographs.      Demy  8vo. 

4s.  6d.  net.     See  also  Antiquary's  Books. 
Walters  (H.  B.).     See  Little  Books  on  Art. 
Walton  (F.  W.).     See  Victor  G.  Plarr. 
Walton  (Izaac)    and    Cotton    (Charles). 

See  I.P.L.,  Standard  Library,  and  Little 

Library. 


Warmelo(D.  S.  Van).    ON  COMMANDO. 

With  Portrait.     Cr.  Zvo.     35.  6rf. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Warren -Vernon  (Hon.  William),  M.A. 
READINGS  ON  THE  INFERNO  OF 
DANTE,  chiefly  based  on  the  Commentary 
of  Benvenuto  da  lMr)LA..  With  an  Intro- 
duction by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moore.  In  Two 
Volumes.  Second  Edition.  Cr.  Svo.  15s. 
net. 

Waterhouse  (Mrs.  Alfred).  WITH  THE 
SIMPLE- HEARTED  :  Little  Homilies  to 
Women  in  Country  Places.  Second  Edition. 
Small  Pott  Svo.  zs.  net.  See  also  Little 
Library. 

Weatherhead  (T.  C),  M.A.  EXAMINA- 
TION PAPERS  IN  HORACE.  Cr.'&vo. 
"zs.     See  also  Junior  Examination  Series. 

Webb  (W.  T.).     See  Little  Blue  Books. 

Webber  (F.  C).  See  Textbooks  of  Techno- 
logy. 

Wells  (Sidney  H.).  Sec  Textbooks  of 
Science. 

Wells(J.),M.A.,FellowandTutorofWadham 
College.  OXFORD  AND  OXFORD 
LIFE.     Third  Edition.     Cr.Zvo.     3^.6^. 

A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  ROME.     Sixth 
Edition.     With  3  IMaps,     Cr.  Svo.      3^.  6d. 
See  also  Little  Guides. 

•Westminster  Gazette*  Office  Boy 
(Francis  Brown).  THE  DOINGS  OF 
ARTHUR.     Cr.  4io.     2s.  6d.  net. 

Wetmore  (Helen  C).      THE  LAST   OF 
THE  GREAT  SCOUTS  ('Buffalo  Bill'). 
Illustrated.   Second  Edition.  Demy  Svo.  ds. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published, 

Whibley  (C).     See  Half-crown  Library, 

Whibley  (L.),  M,A,,  Fellow  of  Pembroke 
College,  Cambridge.  GREEK  OLIGAR- 
CHIES :  THEIR  ORGANISATION 
AND  CHARACTER,     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 

Whitaker(G.  H.),  M.A.  See  Churchman's 
Bible. 

White  (Gilbert).  THE  NATURAL 
HISTORY  OF  SELBORNE.  Edited  by 
L.  C.  MiALL,  F.R.S.,  assisted  by  W.  Warde 
Fowler,  M.A.  Cr.  Svo.  6s.  See  also 
Standard  Library. 

Whitfield  (E.  E.).     See  Commercial  Series. 

Whitehead  (A.  W.).  G  A  S  P  A  R  D  D  E 
C  O  L  I  G  N  Y.  Illustrated.  Demy  Svo. 
12S.  6d.  7iet. 

Whiteley  (R.  Lloyd),  F.I.C.,  Principal  of 
the  Municipal  Science  School,  West  Brom- 
wich.  AN  ELEMENTARY  TEXT- 
BOOK OF  INORGANIC  CHEMISTRY. 
Cr.  Svo.     Qs.  6d. 

Whitley  (Miss).    See  S.Q.S. 

Whitten  (W.).     See  John  Thomas  Smith. 

Whyte(A.  G.),  B.Sc.   See  Books  on  Business. 

Wilberforce  (Wilfrid).  See  Little  Books 
on  Art. 

Wilde  (Oscar).   DE  PROFUNDIS.   Sixth 
Edition.    Cr.  Svo.     ^s.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
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WilkinsCW.  HA  E.A.     See  S.Q.S. 

Wilkinson  (J.  Frome).    See  S.Q.S. 

^Williams  (A.).  PETROL  PETER:  or 
Mirth  for  Motorists.  Illustrated  in  Colour 
by  A.  W.  Mills.     Demy  \to,     2^-  6^-  «^^- 

Williamson  (M.  G.)«     See  Ancient  Cities. 

Williamson  (W.).  THE  BRITISH 
GARDENER.  Illustrated.  Demy  2.vo. 
JOS.  6d. 

Williamson  (W.),  B.A.  See  Junior  Ex- 
amination Series,  Junior  School  Books,  and 
Beginner's  Books. 

Willson (Beckles).  LORD  STRATH- 
CONA  :  the  Story  of  his  Life.  Illustrated. 
Demy  8vo.    js.  6d. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Wllmot-Buxton  (E.  M.).  MAKERS  OF 
EUROPE.     Cr.  Zvo.    Fifth  Ed.    3^.  td. 

A  Text-book  of   European  History  for 
Middle  Forms. 

THE  ANCIENT  WORLD.    With  Maps  and 
Illustrations.     Cr.  8vo.     3^.  6d. 
See  also  Beginner's  Books. 

WMson(  Bishop.)*   See  Library  of  Devotion. 

Wilson  (A.  J.).     See  Books  on  Business. 

Wilson  (H.  A.).     See  Books  on  Business. 

Wilton  (Richard),  M.A.  LYRA  PAS- 
TORALIS  :  Songs  of  Nature,  Church,  and 
Home.     Pofi  87/0.    2s.  6d. 

Winbolt  (S.  E.),  M.A.  EXERCISES  IN 
LATIN  ACCIDENCE.     Cr.  8vo.     is.  6d. 

LATIN  HEXAMETER  VERSE:  An  Aid 
to  Composition.  Cr,  8vo.  3^.  6d.  Key, 
Ss.  net. 

Windle  (B.  C.  A.),  D.Sc,  F.R.S.  See  Anti- 
quary's Books,  Little  Guides  and  Ancient 
Cities. 

Winteri>otham  (Canon),  M.A.,  B.Sc, 
LL.B.     See  Churchman's  Library. 

Wood  (J.  A.  E.).  See  Textbooks  of 
Technology. 

Wood  (J.  Hickory).     DAN  LENO.     Illus- 
trated.    Third  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     6f. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 

Wood  (W.  Birkbeck),  M.A.,  late  Scholar  of 
Worcester  College,  Oxford,  and  Edmonds 
(Major  J.  E.),  R.E.,  D.A.Q.-M.G.  A 
HISTORY  OF  THE  CIVIL  WAR  IN 
THE  UNITED  STATES.  With  an 
Introduction  by  H.  Spenser  Wilkinson. 
With  24  Maps  and  Plans.  Demy  8vo. 
12s.  6d.  net. 


Wordsworth   (Christopher).       See  Anti- 
quary's Books. 
^Wordsworth  (W.).    THE  POEMS  OF. 

With  Introduction  and  Notes  by  Novvell 

C.  Smith,  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford. 

In  Four  Volumes,      Demy  8vo.      $s.    net 

each.     See  also  Little  Library. 
Wordsworth  (W.)  and  Coleridge  (S.  T.). 

See  Little  Library. 
Wright  (Arthur),  M.A. ,  Fellow  of  Queen's 

College,     Cambridge.       See     Churchman's 

Library, 
Wright  (C.  Gordon).     See  Dante. 
Wright  (J.   C).     TO-DAY.      Fcap.  x6mo. 

IS.  net. 
Wright  (Sophie).     GERMAN  VOCABU- 
LARIES FOR  REPETITION.  Fcap.  8vo. 

IS.  6d. 
Wrong  (George  M.),  Professor  of  History 

in    the    University     of    Toronto.     THE 

EARL  OF  ELGIN.     Illustrated.     Demy 

8vo.     "js.  6d.  net. 

A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Wyatt(Kate)  and  Gloag  vM.).     A  BOOK 

OF    ENGLISH    GARDENS.     With    24 

Illustrations  in  Colour.    Demy  8vo.    xos.  6s. 

net. 
Wylde(A.  B.).    MODERN  ABYSSINIA. 

With  a  Map  and  a  Portrait.      Demy  8vo. 

i^s.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  s  also  published 
Wyndham  (George).    THE  POEMS  OF 

WILLIAM   SHAKESPEARE.     With  an 

Introduction  and  Notes.  Demy  8vo.   Buck- 

ruTU,  gilt  top.     los.  6d. 
Wyon  (  R. ).     See  Half-crown  Library. 
Yeats  (W.   B.).     AN   ANTHOLOGY  OF 

IRISH  VERSE.     Revised  and  Enlarged 

Edition.     Cr.  8v0.     35.  td. 
Young  (Filson).     THE    COMPLETE 

MOTORIST.       With  138  Illustrations. 

Sixth  Edition,     Demy  8vo.     12s.  6d.  net. 
A  Colonial  Edition  is  also  published. 
Young  (T.  M.).      THE    AMERICAN 

COTTON     INDUSTRY:     A     Study    of 

Work  and  Workers.  Cr.  8vo.  Cloth,  -zs.  6d.  ; 

paper  boards,  \s,  6d. 
Zimmern  (Antonia).      WHAT   DO   WE 

KNOW     CONCERNING     ELECTRI- 

CITY?    Fcap.8vo.     \s.  6d.net. 


Ancient  Cities 

General  Editor,  B.  C.  A.  WINDLE.  D.Sc.,  F.R.S. 
Cr.  Svo.     4s.  6d.  net. 


Chester.    By  B.  C.  A.  Windle,  D.Sc.  F.R.S. 

Illustrated  by  E.  H.  New. 
Shrewsbury.      By  T,  Auden,  M.A.,  F.S.A. 

Illustrated. 
Canterbury.     By  J.  C.  Cox,  LL.D.,  F.S.A. 

Illustrated. 


Illus- 


Edinburgh.     By  M.  G.  Williamson. 

trated  by  Herbert  Railton. 
Lincoln.       By  E.    Mansel  Sympson,  M.A., 

M.D.     Illustrated  by  E.  H.  New. 
Bristol.       By  Alfred   Harvey,      Illustrated 

by  E.  H.  New, 
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Antiquary's  Books,  The 

General  Editor,  J.  CHARLES  COX,  LL.D.,  F.S.A. 

A  series  of  volumes  dealing  with  various  branches  of  English  Antiquities ; 

comprehensive  and  popular,  as  well  as  accurate  and  scholarly. 

Demy  %vo.     *]s.  6d.  net. 


English  Monastic  Life.  By  the  Right 
Rev.  Abbot  Gasquet,  O.S  B.  Illustrated. 
Third  Edition. 

Remains  of  the  Prehistoric  Age  in 
England.  By  B.  C.  A.  Windle,  D.Sc, 
F.R.S.  With  numerous  Illustrations  and 
Plans. 

Old  Service  Books  of  the  English 
Church.  By  Christopher  Wordsworth, 
M.A.,  and  Henry  Littlehales.  With 
Coloured  and  other  Illustrations. 

Celtic  Art.  By  J.  Romilly  Allen,  F.S.A. 
With  numerous  Illustrations  and  Plans. 


Archeology     and     False     Antiquities. 
By  R.  Munro,  LL.D.     Illustrated. 

Shrines  of  British  Saints.   ByJ.  C.  Wall. 
With  numerous  Illustrations  and  Plans. 

The  Royal  Forests  of  England.    By  J. 
C.  Cox,  LL.D.,  F.S.A.     Illustrated. 

The     Manor    and     Manorial     Records. 
By  Nathaniel  J.  Hone.     Illustrated. 

Seals.    By  J.  Harvey  Bloom.   Illustrated. 


Beginner's  Books,  The 

Edited  by  W.  WILLIAMSON,  B.A. 


Easy  French  Rhymes.  By  Henri  Blouet. 
Illustrated.     Fcap.  Zvo.     \s. 

Easy  Stories  from  English  History.  By 
E.  M.  .Wilmot-Buxton,  Author  of '  Makers 
of  Europe. '    Cr.  Zvo.     is. 


Easy  Exercises  in  Arithmetic.  Arranged 
by  W.  S.  Beard.  Eca/.  8va.  Without 
Answers,  is.     With  Answers,  is.  ^d. 

Easy  Dictation  and  Spelling.  By  W. 
Williamson,  B.A.  Etyit/t  Edition.  Fcap. 
8vo.     IS. 


Business,  Books  on 

Cr.  Svo.     2s.  6d.  net, 

A  series  of  volumes  dealing  with  all  the  most  important  aspects  of  commercial  and 
financial  activity.  The  volumes  are  intended  to  treat  separately  all  the  considerable 
industries  and  forms  of  business,  and  to  explain  accurately  and  clearly  what  they  do 
and  how  they  do  it.     Some  are  Illustrated.     The  first  volumes  are — 

Ports  and  Docks.     By  Douglas  Owen. 

Railways.     By  E.  R.  McDermott. 

The  Stock  Exchange.     By  Chas.   Duguid. 

Second  Edition. 
The    Business   of    Insurance.     By  A.   J. 

Wilson. 
The    Electrical    Industry  :     Lighting, 

Traction,  and  Power.    By  A.  G.  Whyte, 

B.Sc. 
The  Shipbuilding  Industry:  Its  History, 

Science,  Practice,  and  Finance.     By  David 

Pollock,  M.LN.A. 
The  Money  Market.     By  F.  Straker. 
The  Business   Side  of  Agriculture.     By 

A.  G.  L.  Rogers,  M.A. 
Law  in  Business.     By  H.  A.  Wilson. 
The    Brewing    Industry.      By   Julian    L. 

Baker,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 


The  Automobile  Industry.  By  G.  de  H. 
Stone. 

Mining  and  Mining  Investments.  By 
'A.  Moil.' 

The  Business  of  Advertising.  By  Clarence 
G.  Moran,  Barrister-at-Law.     Illustrated. 

Trade  Unions.     By  G.  Drage. 

Civil  Engineering.  By  T.  Claxton  Fidler, 
M.Inst.  C.E.     Illustrated. 

The  Iron  Trade.  ByJ.  Stephen  Jeans.  Illus- 
trated. 

Monopolies,  Trusts,  and  Kartells.  By 
F.  W.  Hirst. 

The  Cotton  Industry  and  Trade.  By 
Prof.  S.  J.  Chapman,  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
of  Commerce  in  the  University  of  Man- 
chester.    Illustrated. 
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Byzantine  Texts 

Edited  by  J.  B.  BURY,  M.A.,  Litt.D. 
A  series  of  texts  of  Byzantine  Historians,  edited  by  English  and  foreign  scholars. 


Zachariah  of  Mitylene.  Translated  by  F. 
J.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  and  E.  W.  Brooks. 
Demy  Zvo.     i  -zs.  6d.  net. 

EvAGRius.  Edited  by  L6on  Parmentier  and 
M.  Bidez.    Demy  Zvo.     los.  6d.  net. 


The  History  of  Psellus.     Edited  by  C. 

Sathas.     DemyZvo.     j^s.  net. 
EcTHESis  Chronica.      Edited  by  Professor 

Lambros.     Demy  Zvo.     -js.  6d.  net. 
The  Chronicle  of  Morea.     Edited  by  John 

Schmitt.    DemyZvo.     15^.  net. 


Churchman's  Bible,  The 

General  Editor,  J.  H.  BURN,  B.D.,  F.R.S.E. 

A  series  of  Expositions  on  the  Books  of  the  Bible,  which  will  be  of  service  to  the 
general  reader  in  the  practical  and  devotional  study  of  the  Sacred  Text. 

Each  Book  is  provided  with  a  full  and  clear  Introductory  Section,  in  which  is 
stated  what  is  known  or  conjectured  respecting  the  date  and  occasion  of  the  com- 
position of  the  Book,  and  any  other  particulars  that  may  help  to  elucidate  its  meaning 
as  a  whole.  The  Exposition  is  divided  into  sections  of  a  convenient  length,  corre- 
sponding as  far  as  possible  with  the  divisions  of  the  Church  Lectionary.  The 
Translation  of  the  Authorised  Version  is  printed  in  full,  such  corrections  as  are 
deemed  necessary  being  placed  in  footnotes. 


The  Epistle  of  St.  Paul  the  Apostle  to 
the  Galatians.  Edited  by  A.  W.  Robin- 
son, M.A.  Second  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo. 
IS.  6d.  net. 

Ecclesiastes.  Edited  by  A.  W,  Streane, 
D.D.     Fcap.  Svo.    is.  6d.  net. 

The  Epistle  of  St.  Paul  the  Apostle  to 
THE  Philippians.  Edited  by  C.  R.  D. 
Biggs,  D.D.  Second  Edition.  Fcap  Zvo. 
\s.  6d.  net. 


The  Epistle  of   St.   James.      Edited   by 

H.  W.  Fulford,  M.A.     Fcap.  8vo.     is.  6d. 

net. 
Isaiah.    Edited  by  W.  E.  Barnes,  D.D.    Two 

Volumes.    Fcap.  Zvo.     -zs.  net  each.     With 

Map. 

The  Epistle  of  St.  Paul  the  Apostle  to 
THE  Ephesians.  Edited  by  G.  H.  Whitaker, 
M.A.    Fcap.  Zvo.     is.  6d.  net. 

Churchman's  Library,  The 

General  Editor,  J.  H.  BURN,  B.D.,  F.R.S.E. 

Evolution.     By  F.  B.  Jevons,  M.A.,  Litt.D 

Cr.  %vo.     3 J.  6d. 
The  Old  Testament  andtheNewScholar- 

SHIP.    By  J.  W.  Peters,  D.D.    Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 
The  Churchman's  Introduction  to  the 

Old  Testament.     By  A.  M.  Mackay,  B.A. 

Cr.  Svo.    2^-  ^^' 
The  Church  of  Christ.     By  E.  T.  Green, 


The  Beginnings  of  English  Christianity. 

ByW.E.  Collins,  M.A.  With  Map.  Cr.Zvo. 

3s.6d. 
Some   New   Testament   Problems.       By 

Arthur  Wright,  M.A.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  Here  and  Here- 
after.    By  Canon  Winterbotham,   M.A. , 

B.Sc,  LL.B.    Cr.  Svo.     3s.  6d. 
The  Workmanship  of  the  Prayer  Book  : 

Its  Literary  and  Liturgical  Aspects.     By  J. 

Dowden,  D.D.    Second  Edition.     Cr.  Svo. 

3s.  6d, 


M.A.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Comparative   Theology. 
Culloch.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 


By  J.  A.   Mac- 


Classical  Translations 

Edited  by  H.  F.  Fox,  M. A.,  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Brasenose  College,  Oxford. 

Crown  Svo. 
A  series  of  Translations  from  the  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  distinguished  by  literary 
excellence  as  well  as  by  scholarly  accuracy. 


iEscHYLUS  —  Agamemnon,  Choephoroe,  Eu- 
menides.  Translated  by  Lewis  Campbell, 
LL.D.    ss. 

Cicero— De  Oratore  I.  Translated  by  E.  N. 
P.  Moor,  M.A.     3s.  6d. 


Cicero — Select  Orations  (Pro  Milone,  Pro 
Mureno,  Philippic  11.,  in  Catilinam).  Trans- 
lated by  H.  E.  D.  Blakiston,  M.A.     5^. 

Cicero — De  Natura  Deorum.  Translated  by 
F.  Brooks,  M.A.     3^.  6d. 

IContinued. 
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Classical  Translations — continued. 

Cicero— De  Officiis.     Translated  by  G.    B. 

Gardiner,  M.A.     2^.  6d. 
Horace — The  Odes  and  Epodes.    Translated 

by  A.  D.  Godley,  M.A.     -is. 
LuciAN — Six  Dialogues  (Nigrinus,  Icaro-Me- 

nippus,  The  Cock,  The  Ship,  The  Parasite, 

The  Lover  of  Falsehood)     Translated  by  S. 


T.  Irwin,  M.A.     3J.  6d. 

Sophocles — Electra  and  Ajax.  Translated  by 
E.  D.  A.  Morshead,  M.A.     rzs.  6d. 

Tacitus — Agricola  and  Germania.  Trans- 
lated by  R.  B.  Townshend.     2s.  6d. 

The  Satires  of  Juvenal.  Translated  by 
S.  G.  Owen.     2s.  6d. 


Commercial  Series 


Edited  by  H.  de  B.  GIBBINS.  Litt.D.,  M.A. 

Crown  Svo. 

A  series  intended  to  assist  students  and  young  men  preparing  for  a  commercial 
career,  by  supplying  useful  handbooks  of  a  clear  and  practical  character,  dealing 
with  those  subjects  which  are  absolutely  essential  in  the  business  life. 


Commercial   Education  in   Theory   and 

Practice.     By  E.  E.  Whitfield,  M.A.     5^. 
An  introduction  to  Methuen's  Commercial 

Series  treating  the  question  of  Commercial 

Education  fully  from  both  the  point  of  view 

of  the  teacher  and  of  the  parent. 
British    Commerce    and    Colonies    from 

Elizabeth  to  Victoria.      By  H.   de  B. 

Gibbins,  Litt.D.,  M.A.    Third  Edition.  2s. 
Commercial  Examination  Papers,     By  H. 

de  B.  Gibbins,  Litt.D.,  M.A.     is.  6d 
The  Economics  of  Commerce,     By  H.  de 

B.  Gibbins,  Litt.D.,  M.A.    Second  Edition. 

IS.  6d. 
A  German  Commercial  Reader.    By  S.  E. 

Bally.     With  Vocabulary,     zs. 
A  Commercial  Geography  of  the  British 

Empire.      By  L.  W.  Lyde,  M.A.    Fourth 

Edition.     2S. 
A   Commercial    Geography    of    Foreign 

Nations.     By  F.  C.  Boon,  B.A.    2s. 


A    Primer   of    Business.     By  S.  Jackson, 

M.A.     Third  Edition,     is.  6d. 
Commercial  Arithmetic.     By  F.  G.  Taylor, 

M.A.     Fourth  Edition,     xs.td. 
French  Commercial  Correspondence.    By 

S.    E.    Bally.      With    Vocabulary.      Third 

Edition.     2s. 
German  Commercial  Correspondence.  By 

S.   E.   Bally.      With   Vocabulary.     Second 

Edition.     2s.  6d. 
A  French  Commercial  Reader.    By  S.  E. 

Bally.  With  Vocabulary.  Second  Edition.  2s. 
Precis  Writing  and  Office  Correspond- 
ence.    By  E.  E.  Whitfield,  M.A.     Second 

Edition,     zs. 
A  Guide  to   Professions   and   Business. 

By  H.  Jones,     is.  6d. 
The  Principles  of  Book-keeping  by  Double 

Entry.     By  J.  E.  B.  M'Allen,  M.A.     zs. 
Commercial  Law.  By  W.  Douglas  Edwards. 

Second  Edition,     zs. 


Connoisseur's  Library,  The 

JVzde  Royal  Svo.     2^s.  net, 

A  sumptuous  series  of  20  books  on  art,  written  by  experts  for  collectors,  superbly 
illustrated  in  photogravure,  collotype,  and  colour.  The  technical  side  of  the  art  is 
duly  treated.     The  first  volumes  are— 


Mezzotints.     By  Cyril  Davenport.     With  40 

Plates  in  Photogravure. 
Porcelain,      By  Edward  Dillon.     With    19 

Plates  in  Colour,  20  in  Collotype,  and  5  in 

Photogravure. 
Miniatures.      By  Dudley  Heath.      With  9 

Plates  in  Colour,  15  in  Collotype,  and  15  in 

Photogravure. 


Ivories.    By  A.  Maskell.    With  80  Plates  in 

Collotype  and  Photogravure. 
English    Furniture.      By  F.  S.  Robinson. 

With  160  Plates  in   Collotype  and  one  in 

Photogravure.     Second  Edition. 
European  Enamels.    By  H.  Cunynghame, 

C.B.  _With  many  Plates  in  Collotype  and  a 

Frontispiece  in  Photogravure. 
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Devotion,  The  Library  of 

With  Introductions  and  (where  necessary)  Notes. 

Small  Pott  Svo,  cloth,  2s,  ;  leather,  2s.  6d.  net. 

These  masterpieces  of  devotional  literature  are  furnished  with  such  Introductions 
and  Notes  as  may  be  necessary  to  explain  the  standpoint  of  the  author  and  the 
obvious  difficulties  of  the  text,  without  unnecessai-y  intrusion  between  ttie  author  and 
the  devout  mind. 

The  Confessions  of  St.  Augustine.  Edited 

by  C.  Bigg,  D.D.    Fifth  Edition. 
The  Christian   Year.      Edited  bv  Walter 

Lock,  D.  D.     Third  Edition. 
The  Imitation   of  Christ.     Edited  by  C. 

Bigg,  D.D.     Fourth  Edition. 
A   Book   of   Duvotions.     Edited  by  J.   W. 

Stanbridge.  B.D.     Second  Edition. 
Lyra    Innocentium.        Edited    by    Walter 

Lock,  D.D. 
A  Serious  Call  to  a  Devout  and  Holy 

Life.     Edited  by  C.   Bigg,  D.D.     Second 

Edition. 
The  Temple.     Edited  by  E.  C.  S.  Gibson, 

D.D.     Second  Edition. 
A  Guide  to  Eternity.     Edited  by  J.  W. 

Stanbridge,  B.D. 
The  Psalms  of  David.    Edited  by  B.  W. 

Randolph,  D.D. 
Lyra  Apostolica.      By  Cardinal    Newman 

and  others.    Edited  by  Canon  Scott  Holland 

and  Canon  H.  C  Beeching.  M.A. 
The  Inner  Way.     By  J.  Tauler.     Edited  by 

A.  W.  Hutton,  M.A. 
The  Thoughts  of  Pascal.      Edited  by  C. 

S.  Jerram,  M.A. 


On  the  Love  of  God.      By  St.   Francis  de 

Sales.     Edited  by  W.  J.  Knox-Little,  M.A. 
A    Manual    of    Consolation    from    the 

Saints  and  Fathers.    Edited  by  J.  H. 

Burn,  B.D. 
The  Song  of  Son«s.    Edited  by  B.  Bla.\land, 

M.A. 
The  Devotions  of  St.  Anselm.   Edited  by 

C.  C.  J.  Webb,  M.A. 
Grace  Abounding.  By  JohnBunyan.  Edited 

by  S.  C.  Freer,  M.A. 
Bishop  Wilson's  Sacra  Pkivata.      Edited 

by  A.  E.  Burn,  B.D. 
Lyka    Sacra  :    A    Book    of   Sacred    Verse. 

Edited  by  H.  C.  Beeching,  M.A.,  Canon  of 

Westminster. 
A  Day  Book  from  the  Saints  and  Fathers. 

Edited  by  J.  H.  Burn,  B.D, 
Heavenly  Wisdom.     A  Selection  from  the 

English  Mystics.     Edited  by  E.  C.  Gregory. 
Light,  Life,  and  Love.   A  Selection  from  the 

German  Mystics.     Edited  by  W.  R.  Inge, 

M.A. 
An   Introduction  to   The  Devout  Life. 

By  St.  Francis  de  Sales.     Translated  and 

Edited  by  T.  Barns,  M.A. 


Methuen's  Standard  Library 

In  Sixpenny  Volumes. 

The  Standard  Library  is  a  new  series  of  volumes  containing  the  great  classics  of  the 
world,  and  particularly  the  finest  works  of  English  literature.  All  the  great  masters  will  be 
represented,  either  in  complete  works  or  in  selections.  It  is  the  ambition  of  the  publishers  to 
place  the  best  books  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  within  the  reach  of  every  reader,  so  that  the 
series  may  represent  something  of  the  diversity  and  splendour  of  our  English  tongue.  The 
characteristics  of  The  Standard  Library  are  four  :— i.  Soundnessof  Text.  2.  Cheapness. 
3.  Clearness  of  Type.  4.  Simplicity.  The  books  are  well  printed  on  good  paper  at  a 
price  which  on  the  whole  is  without  parallel  in  the  history  of  publishing.  Each  volume  con- 
tains from  100  to  250  pages,  and  is  issued  in  paper  covers.  Crown  8vo,  at  Sixpence  net,  or  in 
cloth  gilt  -w.  One  Shilling  net.  In  a  few  cases  long  books  are  issued  as  Double  Volumes 
or  as  Treble  Volumes. 

The  following  books  are  ready  with  the  exception  of  those  marked  with  a  t,  which  denotes 
that  the  book  is  nearly  ready : — 


The  Meditations  of  Marcus  Aurelius. 
The  translation  is  by  R.  Graves. 

The  Novels  of  Jane  Austen.    In  5  volumes. 
Vol.  1. — Sense  and  Sensibility. 

Essays  and  Counsels  and  The  New 
Atlantis.  By  B^ancis  Bacon,  Lord 
Verulam. 


Religio    Medici    and    Urn    Burial.      By 

Sir  Thomas  Browne.     The  text  has  been 

collated  by  A.  R.  Waller. 
The  Pilgrim's  Progress.     By  John  Bunyan. 
Reflections  on  the  French  Revolution. 

By  Edmund  Burke. 
The  Analogy  of  Religion,  Natural  and 

Revealed.     By  Joseph  Butler,  D.D. 

{Continued. 
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The  Standard  Library — continued. 
The  Poems  of  Thomas  Chatterton.    In  2 
volumes. 
Vol.  I. — Miscellaneous  Poems, 
tVol.  II.— The  Rowley  Poems. 
fViTA   NuovA.     By  Dante,     Translated  into 

English  by  D   G.  Rossetti, 
Tom  Jones.    By  Henry  Fielding.    Treble  Vol. 
Cranford.     By  Mrs.  Gaskell, 
The  History  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
THE  Roman  Empire.     By  Edward  Gibbon. 
In  7  double  volumes. 
Vol.  V.  is  nearly  ready. 

The  Text  and  Notes  have  been  revised  by 
J,  B.  Bury,  Litt.D.,  but  the  Appendices  of 
the  more  expensive  edition  are  not  given. 
IThe   Vicar  of   Wakefield.      By    Oliver 

Goldsmith. 
The  Poems  and  Plays  of  Oliver  Goldsm  ith. 
The  Works  of  Ben  Jonson. 

tVoL.  I.— The  Case  is  Altered.  Every  Man 
in  His  Humour.  Every  Man  out  of  His 
Humour. 

The  text  has  been  collated  by  H.  C.  Hart. 
The  Poems  of  John  Keats.  Double  volume. 
The  Text  has  been  collated  by  E.  de 
Selincourt. 
On  the  Imitation  of  Christ.  By  Thomas 
a  Kempis. 

The  translation  is  by  C.  Bigg,  DD.,  Canon 
of  Christ  Church. 
A  Serious   Call  to  a  Devout  and  Holy 

Life.     By  William  Law. 
The  Plays  of  Christopher  Marlowe. 
tVol,  I.— Tamburlane  the  Great.     The  Tra- 
gical History  of  Dr.  Faustus. 
The  Plays  of  Philip  Massinger. 
tVol.  I.— The  Duke  of  Milan. 


The  Poems  of  John  Milton.     In  2  volumes. 

Vol.  I. — Paradise  Lost, 
The  Prose  Works  of  John  Milton. 

Vol.  I. — Eikonoklastes  and  The  Tenure  of 
Kings  and  Magistrates. 
Select  Works  of  Sir  Thomas  More. 

Vol.  I. — Utopia  and  Poems. 

The    Republic    of    Plato.     Translated  by 

Sydenham  and  Taylor.     Double  Volume. 

The     translation    has    been    revised    by 

W.  H.  D.  Rouse. 

The    Little    Flowers    of    St.    Francis, 

Translated  by  W.  Heywood, 
The  Works  of  William  Shakespeare,     In 
10  volumes. 
Vol.  i. — The  Tempest ;  The  Two  Gentlemen 
of  Verona  ;  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor  ; 
Measure  for   Measure ;  The  Comedy  of 
Errors. 
Vol, II. — Much  Ado  About  Nothing  ;  Love's 
Labour 's   Lost ;    A   Midsummer  Night's 
Dream  ;  The  Merchant  of  Venice ;  As  You 
Like  It. 
Vol.  III.— The  Taming  of  the  Shrew  ;  All's 
Well  that  Ends  Weil;  Twelfth  Night ;  The 
Winter's  Tale. 
Vol.  IV.— The  Life  and  Death  of  King  John; 
The  Tragedy  of  King  Richard  the  Second  ; 
The  First  Part  of  King  Henry  iv.  ;  The 
Second  Part  of  King  Henry  iv. 
Vol.  v,— The  Life  of  King  Henry  v.  ;  The 
First  Part  of  King  Henry  vi.  ;  The  Second 
Part  of  King  Henry  vi. 
The  Life  of  Nelson.     By  Robert  Southey. 
The  Natural  History  and  Antiquities  of 
Selborne.    By  Gilbert  White. 


Half-Crown  Library 

Crown  Svo.     2s.  6d.  net. 


RusKiN.      By  W,    G, 
With  Portraits,     Sixth 


The  Life  of   John 

Colling  wood,  M.  A. 

Edition. 
English  Lyrics.    By  W,  E,  Henley,   Second 

Edition. 
The  Golden  Pomp.    A  Procession  of  English 

Lyrics,     Arranged  by  A,  T,  Quiller  Couch, 

Second  Edition. 

Chitral  :  The  Story  of  a  Minor  Siege.  By 
Sir  G.  S.  Robertson,  K.C,S,I.  Third 
Edition.      Illustrated. 


By 


Strange  Survivals  and  Superstitions. 
S.  Baring-Gould.     Third  Edition. 

Yorkshire  Oddities  and  Strange  Events. 
By  S,  Baring-Gould.     Fourth  Edition. 

English  Villages.  By  P,  H.  Ditchfield, 
M.A,,  F,S.A,     Illustrated. 

A  Book  of  English  Prose.  By  W.  E. 
Henley  and  C.  Whibley. 

The  Land  of  the  Black  Mountain. 
Being  a  Description  of  Montenegro.  By 
R.  Wyon  and  G.  Prance.  With  40  Illustra- 
tions. 


Illustrated  Pocket  Library  of  Plain  and  Coloured  Books,  The 

Fcap  Svo.     3^.  6d.  net  each  volume. 
A  series,  in  small  form,  of  some  of  the  famous  illustrated  books  of  fiction  and 
general  literature.      These  are  faithfully  reprinted  from  the  first  or  best  editions 
without  introduction  or  notes.     The  Illustrations  are  chiefly  in  colour. 

COLOURED    BOOKS 

Old  Coloured  Books.    By  George  Paston.  I       By  Nimrod.    With  18  Coloured  Plates  by 

With  16  Coloured  Plates.  Fcap.  Zvo.  2s.  net.  Henry  Aiken  and  T.  J.  Rawlins.     Third 

TheLifeandDeathof  JohnMytton,  Esq.  I       Edition.  [Continued 
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Illustrated  Pocket  Library  of  Plain  and 

The  Life  of  a  Sportsman.     By  Nimrod. 

With  35  Coloured  Plates  by  Henry  Aiken. 

Handley  Cross.  By  R.  S.  Suttees.  With 
17  Coloured  Plates  and  100  Woodcuts  in  the 
Text  by  John  Leech.    Second  Edition. 

Mp.  Sponge's  Sporting  Tour.  By  R.  S. 
Surtees.  With  13  Coloured  Plates  and  90 
Woodcuts  in  the  Text  by  John  Leech. 

JoRROCKs'  Jaunts  and  Jollities.  By  R.  S. 
Surtees.  With  15  Coloured  Plates  by  H. 
Aiken.    Second  Edition. 

This  volume  is  reprinted  from  the  ex- 
tremely rare  and  costly  edition  of  1843,  which 
contains  Aiken's  very  fine  illustrations 
instead  of  the  usual  ones  by  Phiz. 

Ask  Mamma.  By  R.  S.  Surtees.  With  13 
Coloured  Plates  and  70  Woodcuts  in  the 
Text  by  John  Leech, 

The  Analysis  of  the  Hunting  Field.  By 
R.  S.  Surtees.  With  7  Coloured  Plates  by 
Henry  Aiken,  and  43  Illustrations  on  Wood. 

The  Tour  of  Dr.  Syntax  in  Search  of 
THE  Picturesque.  By  William  Combe. 
With  30  Coloured  Plates  by  T.  Rowlandson. 

The  Tour  of  Doctor  Syntax  in  Search 
OF  Consolation.  By  William  Combe. 
With  24  Coloured  Plates  by  T.  Rowlandson. 

The  Third  Tour  of  Doctor  Syntax  in 
Search  of  a  Wife.  By  William  Combe. 
With  24  Coloured  Plates  by  T.  Rowlandson. 

The  History  of  Johnny  Quae  Genus  :  the 
Liitle  Foundling  of  the  late  Dr.  Syntax. 
By  the  Author  of '  The  Three  Tours. '  With 
24  Coloured  Plates  by  Rowlandson. 

The  English  Dance  of  Death,  from  the 
Designs  of  T.  Rowlandson,  with  Metrical 
Illustrations    by   the  Author    of    •  Doctor 
Syntax.'    T^vo  Volumes. 
This  book  contains  76  Coloured  Plates. 

The  Dance  of  Life  :  A  Poem.  By  the  Author 
of  'Doctor  Syntax.'  Illustrated  with  26 
Coloured  Engravings  by  T.  Rowlandson. 

Life  in  London  :  or,  the  Day  and  Night 
Scenes  of  Jerry  Hawthorn,  Esq.,  and  his 
Elegant  Friend,  Corinthian  "Tom.  By 
Pierce  Egan.  With  36  Coloured  Plates  by 
I.  R.  and  G.  Cruikshank.  With  numerous 
Designs  on  Wood. 

Real  Life  in  London  :  or,  the  Rambles 
and  Adventures  of  Bob  Tallyho,  Esq.,  and 
bis  Cousin,  The  Hon.  Tom  Dashall.    By  an 


Coloured  BooKS-^continued. 

Amateur  (Pierce  Egan).  With  3X  Coloured 
Plates  by  Aiken  and  Rowlandson,  etc. 
Two  Volumes. 

The  Life  of  an  Actor.  By  Pierce  Egan. 
With  27  Coloured  Plates  by  "Theodore  Laoe, 
and  several  Designs  on  Wood. 

The  Vicar  of  Wakefield.  By  Oliver  Gold- 
smith. With  24  Coloured  Plates  by  T.  Row- 
landson. 

The  Military  Adventures  of  Johnny 
Newcome.  Bj'  an  Officer.  With  15  Coloured 
Plates  by  T.  Rowlandson. 

The  National  Sports  of  Great  Britain. 
With  Descriptions  and  51  Coloured  Plates 
by  Henry  Aiken. 

This  book  is  completely  different  from  the 
large  folio  edition  of  '  National  Sports '  by 
the  same  artist,  and  none  of  the  plates  are 
similar. 

The  Adventures  of  a  Post  Captain.  By 
A  Naval  Officer.  With  24  Coloured  Plates 
by  Mr.  Williams. 

Gamonia  :  or,  the  Art  of  Preserving  Game  ; 
and  an  Improved  Method  of  making  Planta- 
tions and  Covers,  explained  and  illustrated 
by  Lawrence  Rawstorne,  Esq.  With  15 
Coloured  Plates  by  T.  Rawlins. 

An  Academy  for  Grown  Horsemen  :  Con- 
taining the  completest  Instructions  for 
Walking,  Trotting,  Cantering,  Galloping, 
Stumbling,  and  Tumbling.  Illustrated  with 
27  Coloured  Plates,  and  adorned  with  a 
Portrait  of  the  Author.  By  Geoffrey 
Gambado,  Esq. 

Real  Life  in  Ireland,  or,  the  Day  and 
Night  Scenes  of  Brian  Boru,  Esq.,  and  his 
Elegant  Friend,  Sir  Shawn  O'Dogherty. 
By  a  Real  Paddy.  With  19  Coloured  Plates 
by  Heath,  Marks,  etc. 

The  Adventures  of  Johnny  Newcome  in 
the  Navy.  By  Alfred  Burton.  With  16 
Coloured  Plates  by  T.  Rowlandson. 

The  Old  English  Squire:  A  Poem.  By 
John  Careless,  Esq.  With  20  Coloured 
Plates  after  the  style  of  T.  Rowlandson. 

♦The  English  Spy.  By  Bernard  Black- 
mantle.  With  72  Coloured  Plates  by  R. 
Cruikshank,  and  many  Illustrations  on 
wood.     Two  Volumes. 


PLAIN    BOOKS 


The  Grave  :  A  Poem.  By  Robert  Blair. 
Illustrated  by  12  Etchings  executed  by  Louis 
Schiavonetti  from  the  original  Inventions  of 
William  Blake.  With  an  Engraved  Title  Page 
and  a  Portrait  of  Blake  by  T.  Phillips,  R.A. 
The  Illustrations  are  reproduced  in  photo- 
gravure. 


Illustrations  of  the  Book  of  Job.     In- 
vented and  engraved  by  William  Blake. 

These  famous  Illustrations — 21  in  number 
— are  reproduced  in  photogravure. 


iEsop's    Fables. 
Thomas  Bewick. 


With    380    Woodcuts   by 
\<CtntinM«d. 
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Illustrated  Pocket  Library  of  Plain  and 
Windsor  Castle.  ByW.  Harrison  Ainsworth. 

With  22  Plates  and  87  Woodcuts  in  the  Text 

hy  George  Cruikshank. 
The  Tower  of  London.      By  W.  Harrison 

Ainsworth.  With  40  Plates  and  58  Woodcuts 

in  the  Text  by  George  Cruikshank. 
Frank  Fairlegh.    By  F.  E.  Smedley.  With 

30  Plates  by  George  Cruikshank. 
Handy  Andy.     By  Samuel  Lover.    With  24 

Illustrations  by  the  Author. 


Coloured  Books— con fifiued. 

The  Compleat  Angler.  Ey  Izaak  Walton 
and  Charles  Cotton.  With  14  Plates  and  77 
Woodcuts  in  the  Text. 

This  volume  is  reproduced  from  the  beauti- 
ful edition  of  John  Major  of  1824. 

The  Pickwick  Papers,  By  Charles  Dickens. 
With  the  43  Illustrations  by  Seymour  and 
Phiz,  the  two  Buss  Plates,  and  the  32  Con- 
temporary Onwhyn  Plates. 


Junior  Examination  Series 

Edited  by  A.  M.  M.  Stedman,  M.A.     Fcap.  Bvo.     is. 

This  series  is  intended  to  lead  up  to  the  School  Examination  Series,  and  is  intended 
for  the  use  of  teacha-s  and  students,  to  supply  material  for  the  former  and  practice 
for  the  latter.  The  papers  are  carefully  graduated,  cover  the  whole  of  the  subject 
usually  taught,  and  are  intended  to  form  part  of  the  ordinary  class  work.  They 
may  be  used  viva  voce  or  as  a  written  examination. 


Junior  French  Examination  Papers.    By 

F.  Jacob,  M.A. 

Junior  Latin  Examination  Papers.    By  C. 

G.  Botting,  B.A.     Fourth  Edition. 
Junior  English  Examination  Papers.    By 

W.  Williamson,  B.A. 
Junior  Arithmetic  Examination  Papers. 

By  W.  S.  Beard.     Second  Edition. 
Junior  Algebra  Examination  Papers.    By 

S.  W.  Finn,  M.A. 


Junior  Greek  Examination  Papers.  By  T. 

C.  Weatherhead,  M.A. 
Junior  General    Information    Examina. 

TiON  Papers.     By  W.  S.  Beard. 
A  Key  to  the  above.     Crown  %vo.     3^.  6</. 

net. 
Junior  Geography   Examination   Papers. 

ByW.  G.Baker,  M.A. 
Junior  German  Examination  Papers.    By 

A.  Voegelin,  M.A. 


Junior  School-Books 

Edited  by  O.  D.  Inskip,  LL.D.,  and  W.  Williamson,  B.A, 

A  series  of  elementary  books  for  pupils  in  lower  forms,  simply  written 
by  teachers  of  experience. 


A  Class-Book  of  Dictation  Passages.  By 
W.  Williamson,  B.A.  Eleventh  Edition. 
Cr.  Zvo.     IS,  6d. 

The  Gospel  According  to  St.  Matthew. 
Edited  by  E.  Wilton  South,  M.A.  With 
Three  Maps.     Cr.  Svo.     is.  6d. 

The  Gospel  Accordingto  St.  Mark.  Edited 
by  A.  E.  Ruble,  D.D.  With  Three  Maps, 
Cr.  Svo.     js.  6d. 

A  Junior  English  Grammar.  By  W.William- 
son, B.A.  With  numerous  passages  for  parsing 
andanalysis,  andachapteron  Essay  Writing. 
Third  Edition.     Cr.  Sz'o.     2s. 

A  Junior  Chemistry.  By  E.  A.  Tyler,  B.  A. , 
F.C.S.  With  78  Illustrations.  Second  Edi- 
tion.   Cr.  8z'o.    2S.  6d. 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Edited  by  A. 
Br  Ruble,  D.D.     Cr.  Stjo.    2s. 

A  Junior  French  Grammar.  By  L.  A. 
Sornet  and  M.  J.  Acatos.    Cr.  ivo.    2s. 


Elementary  Experimental  Science.  Phy- 
sics by  W.  T.  Clough,  A.R.C.S,  Chemistry 
by  A.  E.  Dunstan,  B.Sc.  With  2  Plates  and 
154  Diagrams.  Third  Edition.  Cr.  Zvo. 
•zs.  6d. 

A  Junior  Geometry.  By  Noel  S.  Lydon. 
With  276  Diagrams.  Second  Edition.  Cr. 
Zvo.  zs. 

A  Junior  Magnetism  and  Electricity.  By 
W.  T.  Clough.  Illustrated.  Cr.  Zvo. 
2s.  6d. 

Elementary  Experimental  Chemistry. 
By  A.  E.  Dunstan,  B.Sc.  With  4  Plates 
and  109  Diagrams.     Cr.  8vo.     2s. 

A  Junior  French  Prose  Composition. 
By  R.  R.  N.  Baron,  M.A.    Cr.  Zvo.    2s. 

The  Gospel  According  to  St.  Luke.  With 
an  Introduction  and  Notes  by  William 
Williamson,  B.A.     With  Three  Maps.     Cr. 

SVO.      2S. 
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Leaders  of  Religion 

Edited  by  H,  C.  BEECHING,  M.A.,  Canon  of  Westminster. 
Cr,  8vo,     2s.  net. 


With  Portraits. 


A  series  of  short  biographies  of  the  most  prominent  leaders  of  religious  life 
and  thought  of  all  ages  and  countries. 

William  Laud.     By  W.  H.  Hutton,  M.A. 

Third  Edition. 
John  Knox,  ByF.  MacCunn.  Second  Edition. 
John  Howe.     By  R.  F.  Horton,  D.D. 
Bishop  Ken.     By  F.  A.  Clarke,  M.A. 
George  Fox,  the  Quaker.    ByT.  Hodgkin, 

D.C.L.     Third  Edition. 
John  Donne.     By  Augustus  Jessopp,  D.D. 
Thomas  Cranmer.     By  A.  J.  Mason,  D.D. 
Bishop  Latimer.      By  R.  M.  Carlyle  and  A. 

J.  Carlyle,  M.A. 
Bishop  Butler,    By  W.  A.  Spooner,  M.A. 


Cardinal  Newman.  By  R.  H.  Hutton. 
John  Wesley.  By  J.  H.  Overton,  M.A. 
Bishop   Wilberforce.     By  G.  W.  Daniell, 

M.A. 
Cardinal  Manning.  By  A.  W.  Hutton,  M.A. 
Charles  Simeon.     By  H.  C.  G.  Moule,  D.D. 
John  Keble.     By  Walter  Lock,  D.D. 
Thomas  Chalmers.     By  Mrs.  Oliphant. 
Lancelot   Andrewes.      By  R.   L.   Ottley, 

D.  D.     Second  Edition. 
Augustine   of   Canterbury.      By    E.    L. 

Cutts,  D.D. 


Little  Blue  Books,  The 

General  Editor,  E.  V.  LUCAS. 

Illustrated.     Demy  i6mo.     2s.  6d. 

A  series  of  books  for  children.  The  aim  of  the  editor  is  to  get  entertaining  or 
exciting  stories  about  normal  children,  the  moral  of  which  is  implied  rather  than 
expressed. 


T.  The  Castaways  op  Meadowbank.      By 
Thomas  Cobb. 

2.  The  Beechnut  Book.     By  Jacob  Abbott. 

Edited  by  E.  V.  Lucas. 

3.  The  Air  Gun.     By  T.  Hilbert. 

4.  A  School  Year.     By  Netta  Syrett. 

5.  The  Peeles  at  the  Capital.     By  Roger 

Asbton. 


6.  The  Treasure  of  Princegate  Priory. 

By  T.  Cobb. 

7.  Mrs.    Barberry's    General    Shop.      By 

Roger  Ashton. 

8.  A  Book  of  Bad  Children.      By  W.  T. 

Webb. 

9.  The  Lost  Ball.     By  Thomas  Cobb. 


Little  Books  on  Art 

With  many  Illustrations.     Demy  i6mo.     2s.  6d.  net. 

A  series  of  monographs  in  miniature,   containing  the  complete  outline  of  the 
subject  under  treatment  and  rejecting  minute  details.     These  books  are  produced 
with  the  greatest  care.     Each  volume  consists  of  about  200  pages,  and  contains  from 
30  to  40  illustrations,  including  a  frontispiece  in  photogravure. 
Second  Edition. 


Greek  Art.  H.  B.  Walters 

Bookplates.    E.Almack. 

Reynolds.    J.  Sime.    Second  Edition. 

Romney.     George  Paston. 

Watts.     R.  E.  D.  Sketchley. 

Leighton.    Alice  Corkran. 

Velasquf-z,      Wilfrid  Wilberforce  and  A. 

Gilbert. 
Greuze  and  Boucher.    Eliza  F.  Pollard. 
Vakdyck.     M.  G.  Smallwood. 
Turner.     Frances  Tyrell-Gill. 
DOrer.     Jes.sie  Allen. 
HoppNER.    H.  P.  K.  Skipton. 


R. 


Holbein.    Mrs.  G.  Fortescue. 

Burne- Jones.     Fortunde  de  Lisle.     Serond 

Edition. 
Rembrandt.     Mrs.  E.  A.  Sharp 
CoROT.    Alice  Pollard  and  Ethel  Birnstingl. 
Raphael.     A.  R.  Dryhurst. 
Millet.     Netta  Peacock. 
Illuminated  MSS.    J.  W.  Bradley. 
Christ  in  Art.    Mrs.  Henry  Jenner. 
Jewellery.    Cyril  Davenport. 
Claude.     Edward  Dillon. 
The  Arts  of  Japan.    Edward  Dillon. 
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Little  Galleries,  The 

Demy  i6mo.     2s.  6d.  net. 

A  series  of  little  books  containing  examples  of  the  best  work  of  the  great  painters. 
Each  volume  contains  20  plates  in  photogravure,  together  with  a  short  outline  of  the 
life  and  work  of  the  master  to  whom  the  book  is  devoted. 


A  Little  Gallery  of  Reynolds. 
A  Little  Gallery  of  Romney. 
A  Little  Gallery  of  Hoppner. 


A  Little  Gallery  of  Millais. 

A  Little  Gallery  of  English  Ports. 


Little  Guides,  The 

Small  Pott  8vo,  clot/i,  2s.  6d.  net.;  leather^  3^.  6^,  net. 

By  C.  G.  Ellaby.     Illustrated  by  R, 


Oxford  and  its  Colleges.     By  J.  Wells, 

M.A.     Illustrated  by  E.  H.  New.     Sixth 

Edition. 
Cambridge    and    its    Colleges.      By   A. 

Hamilton  Thompson.     Illustrated  by  E.  H. 

New,    Second  Edition. 
The    Malvern    Country.      By    B.    C.   A. 

Windle,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.      Illustrated  by  E. 

H.  New. 
Shakespeare's   Country.       By   B,    C.    A. 

Windle,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.     Illustrated  by  E. 

H.  New.      Second  Edition. 
.Sussex.    By  F.  G.  Brabant,  M.A.    Illustrated 

by  E.  H.  New.    Second  Edition. 
Westminster  Abbey.    By  G.  E.  Troutbeck. 

Illustrated  by  F.  D.  Bedford. 
Norfolk.     By  W.  A.   Dutt.     Illustrated  by 

B.  C.  Boulter. 
Cornwall.     By  A.   L.   Salmon.      Illustrated 

by  B.  C.  Boulter. 
Brittany.     By  S.  Baring-Gould.     Illustrated 

by  J.  Wylie. 
Hertfordshire.      By    H.     W.    Tompkins, 

F.R.H.S.     Illustrated  by  E.  H.  New. 
The  English   Lakes.      By  F.  G.  Brabant, 

M.A.     Illustrated  by  E.  H.  New. 
Kent.     By  G.  Clinch.     Illustrated  by  F.  D. 

Bedford. 


ROMI 

C.  Boulter. 
The  Isle  of  Wight.     By  G.  Clinch.    Illus- 

trated  by  F.  D.  Bedford. 
Surrey.     By  F.  A.  H.  Lambert.     Illustrated 

by  E.  H.  New. 
Buckinghamshire.    By  E.  S,  Roscoe.     Illus- 
trated by  F.  D.  Bedford. 
Suffolk.     By  W.  A.  Dutt.     Illustrated  by  J. 

Wylie. 
Derbyshire.    By  J.  C.  Cox,  LL.D.,  F.S.A. 

Illustrated  by  J.  C.  Wall. 
The  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire.     By  J.  E. 

Morris.  \  Illustrated  by  R.  J.  S.  Bertram. 
Hampshire.    By  J.  C.  Cox.    Illustrated  by 

M.  E.  Purser. 
Sicily.      By  F.   H.    Jackson.      With    many 

Illustrations  by  the  Author. 
Dorset.     By  Frank  R.  Heath.     Illustrated. 
Cheshire.    By  W.  M.  Gallichan.    Illustrated 

by  Elizabeth  Hartley. 
Northamptonshire.      By    Wakeling    Dry. 

Illustrated. 
The  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire.    By  J.  E. 

Morris.     Illustrated. 
Oxfordshire.     By  F.  G.    Brabant.       Illus- 
trated by  E.  H.  New. 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral.     By  George  Clinch. 

Illustrated  by  Beatrice  Alcock. 


Little  Library,  The 

With  Introductions,  Notes,  and  Photogravure  Frontispieces. 
Small  Pott  %vo.     Each  Volume,  cloth,  is.  6d.  net ;  leather,  2s.  6d.  net. 

A  series  of  small  books  under  the  above  title,  containing  some  of  the  famous  works 
in  English  and  other  literatures,  in  the  domains  of  fiction,  poetry,  and  belles  lettres. 
The  series  also  contains  volumes  of  selections  in  prose  and  verse.  The  books  are 
edited  with  the  most  scholarly  care.  Each  one  contains  an  introduction  which 
gives  (i)  a  short  biography  of  the  author  ;  (2)  a  critical  estimate  of  the  book.  Where 
they  are  necessary,  short  notes  are  added  at  the  foot  of  the  page. 

Each  volume  has  a  photogravure  frontispiece,  and  the  books  are  produced  with 
great  care. 
Anon.    ENGLISH   LYRICS,   A   LITTLE     NORTHANGER  ABBEY.    Edited  by  E.  V. 

BOOK  OF.  Lucas. 

Austen  (Jane).      PRIDE  AND  PREJU-     Bacon    (Francis).       THE    ESSAYS    OF 

DICE.     Edited  by  E.  Y.   Lucas.     Two        LORD   BACON.      Edited   by   Edward 

Volumes.  Wright. 
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Barham  (R.   H.).      THE  INGOLDSBY 

LEGENDS.     Edited    by    J.    B.    Atlay. 

Two  Volume^i. 
BarncttCMrs.  P.  A.).    A  LITTLE  BOOK 

OF  ENGLISH  PROSE. 
Beckford   (William).       THE    HISTORY 

OF  THE  CALIPH  VATHEK.     Edited 

by  E.  Denison  Ross. 
Blake  (William).    SELECTIONS  FROM 

WILLIAM    BLAKE.     Edited  by  M. 

Pekugini. 
Borrow  (George).    LAVENGRO.    Edited 

by  F.  HiNDES  Gkoome.     Two  Volumes. 
THE    ROMANY    RYE.      Edited  by  John 

Sampson. 
Browning  (Robert).     SELECTIONS 

FROM     THE    EARLY     POEMS     OF 

ROBERT  BROWNING.     Edited  by  W. 

Hall  Griffin,  M.A. 
Canning  (George).  SELECTIONS  FROM 

THE    ANTI-JACOBIN:    with    George 

Canning's  additional  Poems.      Edited  by 

Lloyd  Sanders. 
Cowley  (Abraham).     THE  ESSAYS  OF 

ABRAHAM  COWLEY.   Edited  by  H.  C. 

MiNCHIN. 

Crabbe  (George).    SELECTIONS  FROM 

GEORGE    CRABBE.      Edited  by  A.  C. 

Deane. 
Craik  (Mrs.).      JOHN    HALIFAX, 

GENTLEMAN.      Edited  by  Anne 

Matheson.     Two  Volumes. 
Crashaw  (Richard).      THE  .ENGLISH 

POEMS    OF    RICHARD    CRASHAW. 

Edited  by  Edward  Hutton. 
Dante  (Alighieri).     THE  INFERNO  OF 

DANTE.       Translated  by  H.    F.   Gary. 

Edited  by  Paget  Toynuee,  M.A.,  D.Litt. 
THE  PURGATORIO  OF  DANTE.    Trans- 

lated  by  H.  F.  Cary.    Edited  by  Paget 

ToYNBEE,  M.A.,  D.Litt. 
THE    PARADISO    OF    DANTE.      Trans- 
lated by  H.  F.  Gary.     Edited  by  Paget 

ToYNiiEE,  M.A.,  D.Litt. 
Darley  (George).    SELECTIONS  FROM 

THE  POEMS  OF  GEORGE  DARLEY. 

Edited  by  R.  A.  Streatfeild. 
Deane  (A.  C).      A  LITTLE  BOOK  OF 

LIGHT  VERSE. 
Dickens  (Charles).  CHRISTMAS  BOOKS. 

Two  Volwnes. 
Ferrier  (Susan).      MARRIAGE.     Edited 

by     A.     Goodrich  -  Freer     and     Lord 

Iddesleigh.     Two  Volumes. 
THE  INHERITANCE.     Two  Volumes. 
GaskelUMrs.).    CRANFORD.    Edited  by 

E.  V.  Lucas.    Second  Edition. 
Hawthorne  (Nathaniel).  THE  SCARLET 

LETTER.     Edited  by  Percy  Dearmer. 
Henderson  (T.  F-V     A  LITTLE  BOOK 

OF  SCOTTISH  VERSE. 


Keats  (John).      POEMS.    With  an  Intro- 
duction by  L.    Binyon,  and  Notes  by  J. 
Masefield. 
Kinglake  (A.  W.).     EOTHEN.    With  an 
Introduction  and  Notes.     Second  Edition. 
Lamb    (Charles).      ELIA,     AND     THE 
LAST  ESSAYS   OF   ELIA.     Edited   by 
E.  V.  Lucas. 
Locker  (F.).    LONDON  LYRICS.    Edited 
by  A.  D.  Godley,  M.A.     A  reprint  of  the 
First  Edition. 
Longfellow  (H.  W.).    SELECTIONS 
FROM     LONGFELLOW.       Edited    by 
L.  M,  Faith  FULL. 
Marvel!  (Andrew).      THE   POEMS    OF 
ANDREW    MARVELL.     Edited  by  E. 
Wright. 
Milton  (John).      THE  MINOR  POEMS 
OF  JOHN  MILTON.     Edited  by  H.  C 
Beeching,  M.A.,  Canon  of  Westminster. 
Moir(D.  M.).   MANSIEWAUCH.    Edited 

by  T.  F.  Henderson. 
Nichols  (J.  B.  B.).    A  LITTLE  BOOK  OF 

ENGLISH  SONNETS. 
Rochefoucauld  (La).    THE  MAXIMS  01 
LA    ROCHEFOUCAULD.       Translated 
by  Dean  Stanhope.      Edited  by  G.   H. 
Powell. 
Smith  (Horace  and  James).    REJECTED 
ADDRESSES.     Edited  by  A.  D.  Godley, 
M.A. 
Sterne  (Laurence).    A  SENTIMENTAL 

JOURNEY.     Edited  by  H.  W.  Paul. 
Tennyson  (Alfred,  Lord).    THE  EARLY 
POEMS  OF  ALFRED,  LORD  TENNY- 
SON.   Edited  by  J.  Churton  Collins, 
M.A. 
IN    MEMO  RI  AM.       Edited  by  H.   C. 

Beeching,  M.A. 
THE  PRINCESS.     Edited  by  Elizabeth 
i       Wordsworth. 

i  MAUD.  Edited  by  Elizabeth  Wordsworth. 
I  Thackeray  (W.  M.).    V  A  N  I  T  Y  F  A I  R. 
!       Edited  by  S.  Gwynn.     Three  Volumes. 
PENDENNIS.    Edited  by  S.  Gwynn. 

Three  Volu?nes. 
ESMOND.     Edited  by  S.  Gwynn. 
CHRISTMAS  BOOKS.  F^ditedbvS.  Gwynn. 
Vaughan   (Henry).      THE   POEMS    OV 
HENRY  VAUGHAN.  Edited  by  Edward 
Hutton. 
Walton    (Izaak).       THE     COM  PLEAT 

ANGLER.     Edited  by  J.  Buchan. 
Waterhouse  (Mrs.  Alfred).     A  LITTLE 
BOOK  OF  LIFE  AND  DEATH.  Edited 
by.    Eighth  Edition. 
Wordsworth  (W.).  SELECTIONS  FROM 
WORDSWORTH.      Edited    by  Nowell 
C.  Smith. 
Wordsworth  (W.)  and  Coleridge  (S.  T.). 
LYRICAL  BALLADS.  Edited  by  Geokgb 
Sa.mison. 
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Miniature  Library 

Reprints  in  miniature  of  a  few  interesting  books  which  have  quahties  of 
humanity,  devotion,  or  literary  genius. 


EuPHRANOR :  A  Dialogue  on  Youth.  By 
Edward  FitzGerald.  From  the  edition  pub- 
lished by  W.  Pickering  in  1851.  Demy 
■^"zmo.    Leather,  -zs.  net. 

PoLONius:  or  Wise  Saws  and  Modern  In- 
stances. By  Edward  FitzGerald.  From 
the  edition  published  by  W.  Pickering  in 
1852.    Detny-^'zmo.    Leather, -zs.  net. 

The  RubAivAt  of  Omar  KhavvAm.  By 
Edward  FitzGerald.  From  the  ist  edition 
of  1859,  Third  Edition.    Leather,  \s.  net. 


The  Life  of  Edward,  Lord  Herbert  op 
Cherburv.  Written  by  himself.  From 
the  edition  printed  at  Strawberry  Hill  in 
the  year  1764.  Medium  -^zmo.  LeatJur, 
-zs.  net. 

The  Visions  ok  Dom  Francisco  Quevedo 
ViLLEGAS,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St. 
James.  Made  English  by  R.  L.  From  the 
edition  printed  for  H.  Herringman,  1668. 
Leather.     2s.  net. 

Poems.  By  Dora  Greenwell.  From  the  edi. 
tion  of  1848.    Leather,  -zs.  net. 


Oxford  Biographies 

Fcap.  %vo.     Each  volume ^  clothy  2s.  6d.  net ;  leather ^  35.  6^.  net. 

These  books  are  written  by  scholars  of  repute,  who  combine  knowledge  and 
literary  skill  with  the  power  of  popular  presentation.  They  are  illustrated  from 
authentic  material. 


By  Paget  Toynbee,  M.A., 
[2    Illustrations.      Second 


Dante  Alighieri. 

D.Litt.     With 

Edition. 
Savonarola.    By  E.  L.  S.  Horsburgh,  M.A. 

With  12  Illustrations.     Second  Edition. 
John  Howard.     By  E.  C.  S.  Gibson,  D.D., 

Bishop  of  Gloucester.  With  12  Illustrations. 
Tennyson.    By  A.  C.  Benson,  M.A.    With 

9  Illustrations. 
Walter  Raleigh.     By  I.  A.  Taylor.    With 

12  Illustrations. 
Erasmus.  ^  By  E.  F.  H.  Capey.      With   12 

Illustrations. 
The  Young  Pretender.     By  C.   S.   Terry. 

With  12  Illustrations. 


Robert    Burns.      By    T.    F.    Henderson. 

With  12  Illustrations. 
Chatham.     By  A.   S.    M'Dowall.     With   12 

Illustrations. 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi.     By  Anna  M.  Stod- 

dart.    With  16  Illustrations. 
Canning.     By  W.  Alison  Phillips.    With  12 

Illustrations. 
Beaconsfield.     By  Walter  Sichel.    With  12 

Illustrations. 
Goethe.     By  H.  G.  Atkins.     With  12  Illus- 
trations. 
Fenelon.      By  Viscount  St.    Cyres.      With 

12  Illustrations. 


School  Examination  Series 

Edited  by  A.  M,  M.  STEDMAN,  M.A.     Cr.  Bvo.     2s.  6d. 


French  Examination  Papers.     By  A.  M. 
M.  Stedman,  M.A.     Thirteenth  Edition. 
A    Key,  issued   to   Tutors   and  Private 
Students  only  to  be  had  on  application 
to    the    Publishers.       Fifth    Edition. 
Crown  Svo.     6s.  net. 
Latin  Examination  Papers.     By  A.  M.  M. 
Stedman,  M.A.     Thirteenth  Edition. 
Key  {Fourth  Edition)  issued  as  above. 
6s.  net. 
Greek  Examination  Papers.    By  A.  M.  M. 
Stedman,  M.A.     Eighth  Edition. 

Key  {Third  Edition)  issued   as  above. 
6s.  net. 
German  Examination  Paiers.     By  R.  J. 
Sforich.    Sixth  Edition. 


Key  {Third  Edition)  issued  as  above. 
6s.  net. 

History  and  Geography  Examination 
Papers.  By  C.  H.  Spence,  M.A.  Second 
Edition. 

Physics  Examination  Papers.  By  R.  E. 
Steel,  M.A.,  F.C.S. 

General  Knowledge  Examination 
Papers.  By  A.  M.  M.  Stedman,  M.A. 
Fifth  Edition. 

Key  {Third  Edition)  issued  as  above. 
15.  net. 

Examination  Papers  in  Emgli.sh  History. 
By  J.  Tail  PlowdenAVaidlaw,  B.A. 


General  Literature 
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Science,  Textbooks  of 

Edited  by  G.  F.  GOODCHILD,  B.A.,  B.Sc,  and  G.  R.  MILLS,  M.A 

Practical  Mechanics.  By  Sidney  H.  Wells. 

Third  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     3 J.  6d. 
Practical  Physics.    By  H.  Stroud,  D.Sc, 

M.A.     Cr.  ^vo.     3s.  6d. 
Practical   Chemistry.     Part   i.      By   W. 

French,  M.A.    Cr.  Zvo.    Fourth  Edition. 

TS.  6d.    Part  11.     By  W.  French,  M.A.,  and 

T.  H.  Boardman,  M.A.    Cr.  Svo.     is.  6d. 

Social  Questions  of  To-day 

Edited  by  H.  de  B.  GIBBINS,  Litt.D.,  M.A.     Crown  8vo.  2s.  6d. 
A  series  of  volumes  upon  those  topics  of  social,  economic,  and  industrial  interest 
that  are  foremost  in  the  public  mind. 


Technical   Arithmetic    and    Geometry. 

By   C.    T.    Minis,    M.I.M.E,      Cr.    Svo. 

2S.  6d. 
Examples  in  Physics.    By  C  E.  Jackson, 

B.A.    Cr.  Svo.     2s.  6d. 
•Elementary    Organic    Chemistry.      By 

A.    E.   Dunstan,    B.Sc.     Illustrated.    Cr. 

Svo. 


Trade  Unionism — New  and  Old.    By  G. 

Howell.     Third  Edition. 
The  Commerce  of    Nations.      By   C.    F. 

Bastable,  M.A.     Third  Edition. 
The  Alien  Invasion.  By  W.  H.  Wilkins.B.  A. 
The    Rural    Exodus.      By    P.    Anderson 

Graham. 
Land  Nationalization.      By  Harold  Cox, 

B.  A.    Second  Edition. 
A  Shorter  Working  Day,    By  H.  de  B. 

Gibbins  and  R.  A.  Hadfield.  ^ 
Back  to  the  Land.    An  Inquiry  into  Rural 

Depopulation.    By  H.  E.  Moore. 
Trusts,  Pools,  and  Corners.  By  J.  Stephen 

Jeans. 


By  R.  W.  Cooke 


The  Factory  System. 

Taylor. 
Women's   Work.      By    Lady    Dilke,    Miss 

Bulley,  and  Miss  Whitley. 
Socialism  and  Modern  Thought. 

Kaufimann. 
The  Problem  of  the  Unemployed. 

A.  Hobson,  M.A. 
Life  in  West  London     By  Arthur  Sherwell, 

M.A.     Third  Edition. 
Railway   Nationalization.      By   Clement 

Edwards. 
University  and  Social  Settlements.    By 

W.  Reason,  M.A. 


By  M. 
By  J. 


Technology,  Textbooks  of 

Edited  by  G.  F.  GOODCHILD.  B.A.,  B.Sc,  and  G.  k.  MILLS,  M.A. 
Fully  Illustrated. 


How  TO  Make  a  Dress.    By  J.  A.  E.  Wood. 

Third  Edition.    Cr.  Svo.     is.  6d. 
Carpentry  and  Joinery.    By  F.  C.  Webber. 

Fourth  Edition.    Cr.  Svo.     3J.  6d. 
Millinery,  Theoretical  and  Practical. 

By  Clare  Hill.    Second  Edition.     Cr.  Svo. 

2S. 


An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Tex- 
tile Design.  By  Aldred  F.  Barker.  Vetnj/ 
Svo.    js.  6d. 

Builders'  Quantities.  By  H.  C.  Grubb. 
Cr.  Svo.    4s.  6d. 

Ritt;poussfi  Metal  Work.  By  A.  C.  Hortb. 
Cr.  Svo.     2s.  6d. 


Theology,  Handbooks  of 

Edited  by  R.  L.  OTTLEY,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology  at  Oxford, 
and  Canon  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford. 
The  series  is  intended,  in  part,  to  furnish  the  clergy  and  teachers  or  students  of 
Theology  with  trustworthy  Textbooks,  adequately  representing  the  present  position 
of  the  questions  dealt  with ;  in  part,  to  make  accessible  to  the  reading  public  an 
accurate  and  concise  statement  of  facts  and  principles  in  all  questions  bearing  on 
Theology  and  Religion. 


The  XXXIX.  Articles  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Edited  by  E,  C.  S.  Gibson, 
D.D.  Fiyth  and  Cheaper  Edition  in  one 
Volume.    Demy  Zvo.     12s.  6d. 

An  Introduction  to  the  History  of 
Religion.  By  F.  B.  Jevons.  M.A-, 
Litt.D.  Third  Edition.   Demy  Svo.  zos.td. 

The  Doctrine  of  the  Incarnation.  By  R. 
L.  Ottley,  D.D.  Second  and  Cluaper 
Edition.    Dciity  Zvo,     \-is.  6d. 


An  Introduction  to  the  History  of  the 
Creeds.  By  A.  E.  Burn,  .D.D  Demy 
Svo.     10s.  6d. 

The  Philosophy  of  Religion  in  England 
and  America.  By  Alfred  Caldecott.  D.D. 
Demy  Svo.    loj.  6d. 

A  History  of  Early  Christiak  Doctrine. 

By  J.  F.  Bethunc  Baker,  M.A.    Demy  Svo, 
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Westminster  Commentaries,  The 

General  Editor,  WALTER  LOCK,  D.D.,  Warden  of  Keble  College, 
Dean  Ireland's  Professor  of  Exegesis  in  the  University  of  Oxford. 

The  object  of  each  commentary  is  primarily  exegetical,  to  interpret  the  author's 
meaning  to  the  present  generation.  The  editors  will  not  deal,  except  very  subor- 
dinately,  with  questions  of  textual  criticism  or  philology ;  but,  taking  the  English 
text  in  the  Revised  Version  as  their  basis,  they  will  try  to  combine  a  hearty  accept- 
ance of  critical  principles  with  loyalty  to  the  Catholic  Faith. 

The  Book  of  Genesis.  Edited  with  Intro- 
duction and  Notes  by  S.  R.  Driver,  D.D. 
Fifth  Edition    Demy  8va.     los.  td. 

The  Book  of  Joi?.  Edited  by  E.  C.  S.  Gibson, 
D.D.    Second  Edition.    DetnvZvo.     6s. 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Edited  by  R. 
B.  Rackham,  M.A.  Demy  Zvo,  Second  and 
Cheaper  Edition,     xos.  6d. 


The  First  Epistle  of  Paul  the  Apostle 
to  the  Corinthians.  Edited  by  H.  L. 
Goudge,  M.A.    Demy  Zvo.    6s. 

The  Epistle  of  St.  James.  Edited  with  In- 
troduction and  Notes  by  R.  J.  Knowling, 
M.A.     Demy  8vo.     6s. 


Part   II. — Fiction 


Albanesi  (E.  Maria).    SUSANNAH  AND 

ONE    OTHER.      Faurtk  Edition.       Cr. 

%vo.     6s. 
THE  BLUNDER  OF  AN  INNOCENT. 

Second  Edition.    Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
CAPRICIOUS  CAROLINE.     Second  Edi- 
tion.   Cr.  %vo.     6s. 
LOVE    AND    LOUISA.      Second   Edition. 

Cr.  %vo.     6s. 
PETER,  A  PARASITE.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
THE  BROWN  EYES  OF  MARY.     Third 

Edition.    Cr.  %vo.     6s. 
Anstey  (F.)-    Author   of  'Vice    Versa.*      A 

BAYARD  FROM  BENGAL.    Illustrated 

by  Bernard  Partridge.     Third  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    3J.  6d. 
Bacheller  (Irvine),  Authorof 'Eben  Holden.' 

DARREL  OF  THE  BLESSED  ISLES. 

Third  Edition.    Cr.Zvo.    6s. 
Baeot  (Richard).  A  ROMAN  MYSTERY. 

Third  Edition.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
THE  PASSPORT.     Fourth  Ed.  Cr.  Svo.  6s. 
Baring-Gould  (S.).     ARMINELL.    Ftyth 

Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
URITH.    Fifth  Edition.    Cr.Zvo. 
IN  THE  ROAR  OF  THE  SEA. 

Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
CHEAP   JACK    ZITA.       Fourth    Edition 

Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
MARGERY     OF     QUETHER. 

Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
THE  QUEEN  OF  LOVE.    Fzfth  Edition. 

Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
JACQUETTA.    Third  Edition.    Cr.Zvo.   6s. 
KITTY  ALONE.  Fifth  Edition.  Cr.Zvo.  6s. 
NOfeMI.     Illustrated.    Fourth  Edition.     Cr. 

Svo.    6s. 
THE    BROOM-SQUIRE.       Illustrated. 

Fifth  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.    6s. 


6s. 
Seventh 


Third 


DARTMOOR  IDYLLS.    Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 
THE      PENNYCOMEQUICKS.        Third 

Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
GUAVAS   THE    TINNER.         Illustrated. 

Second  Edition.    Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
BLADYS.       Illustrated.      Second     Edition. 

Cr.  %vo.    6s. 
PABO  THE  PRIEST.     Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
WINEFRED.     Illustrated.    Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
ROYAL  GEORGIE.  Illustrated.  Cr.  Zvo.  6s. 
MISS  QUILLET.    Illustrated.    Cr.  Svo.   6s. 
CHRIS  OF  ALL  SORTS.     Cr.  %vo.    6s. 
IN  DEWISLAND.     Second  Edition.     Cr. 

8vo.     6s. 
LITTLE  TU'PENNY.   A  New  Edition,   bd. 
See  also  Strand   Novels  and  Books  for 

Boys  and  Girls. 
Barlow  (Jane).     THE  LAND  OF   THE 

SHAMROCK.      Cr.   Zvo.      6s.      See  also 

Strand  Novels. 
Barr  (Robert).       IN    THE    MIDST   OF 

ALARMS.     Third  Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
THE  MUTABLE  MANY.      Third  Edition. 

THE  COUNTESS  TEKLA.   Third  Edition. 

C  r.  Zvo.    6s. 
THE  LADY  ELECTRA.    Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
THE      TEMPESTUOUS      PETTICOAT. 

Illustrated.     Third  Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 
See  also  Strand  Novels  and  S.  Crane. 
Begbie  (Harold).    THE  ADVENTURES 

OF  SIR  JOHN  SPARROW.   Cr.  Zvo.   6s. 
Belloc(Hilnire).  EMMANUEL  BURDEN, 

MERCHANT.      With  36  Illustrations  by 

G.    K.    Chesterton.       Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Zvo.     60. 
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Benson  (E.F.)    DODO.    Fourth  Edition. 

Cr.  Zvo.    ts.    See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Benson    (Margaret).       SUBJECT     TO 

VANITY.     Cr.  Svo.     3S.  6d. 
Bourne  (Harold  C).     Sec  V.  Langbridge. 
Burton  (J.   Bloundelle).       THE   YEAR 

ONE :  A  Page  of  the  French  Revolution. 

Illustrated.     Cr.  8710.     6s. 
THE  FATE  OF  VALSEC.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 
A  BRANDED  NAME.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Capes  (Bernard),  Author  of  'The  Lake  of 

Wine."  THE  EXTRAORDINARY  CON- 
FESSIONS OF  DIANAPLEASE.    Tktrd 

Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
A  JAY  OF  ITALY.    Fourth  Ed.   Cr.Svo.  6s. 
LOAVES  AND  FISHES.    Second  Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
Chesney  (Weatherby).    THE  TRAGEDY 

OF    THE    GREAT    EMERALD.      Cr. 

8vo.     6s. 
THE    MYSTERY    OF    A    BUNGALOW. 
Second  Edition.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Clifford  (Hugh).     A  FREE  LANCE  OF 

TO-DAY.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Clifford  (Mrs.  W.  K.).     See  Strand  Novels 

and  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls. 
Cobb  (Thomas).    A  CHANGE  OF  FACE. 

Coreili  (Marie).  A  ROMANCE  OF  TWO 
WORLDS.  Twenty-Sixth  Edition.  Cr. 
8vo.     6s. 

VENDETTA.  Twenty-Third  Edition.  Cr. 
8vo.    6s. 

THELMA.  Thirty-Fourth  Edition.  Cr. 
Svo.    6s. 

ARDATH:  THE  STORY  OF  A  DEAD 
SELF.    Sixteenth  Edition.     Cr.8vo.     6s. 

THE  SOUL  OF  LILITH.  Thirteenth  Edi- 
tion.    Cr.  8z>o.     6s. 

WORMWOOD.   Fourteenth  Ed.  Cr.Svo.  6s. 

BARABBAS:  A  DREAM  OF  THE 
NVORLD'S  TRAGEDY.  Forty-first  Edi- 
tion.   Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

THE  SORROWS  OF  SATAN.  Fiftieth 
Edition,    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

THE  MASTER  CHRISTIAN.  167//^ 
Thousand.    Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

TEMPORAL  POWER:  A  STUDY  IN 
SUPREMACY.  iso^A  Thousand.  Cr. 
8vo.    6s. 

GOD'S  GOOD  MAN  :  A  SIMPLE  LOVE 
STORY,     inth  Thousand.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

THE  MIGHTY  ATOM.  A  New  Edition. 
Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

BOY.    A  New  Edition.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

JANE.     A  New  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

Crockett  (S.  R.),  Author  of 'The  Raiders,' 
etc.  LOCHINVAR.  Illustrated.  Third 
Edition.    Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

THE  STANDARD  BEARER.   Cr.  8vo.  6s. 

Croker  (B.  M.).  THE  OLD  CANTON- 
MENT.  Cr.Svo.    6s. 

iOHANN  A.  Second  Edition.    Cr.Svo.    6s. 


THE  HAPPY  VALLEY.      Third  Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
A     NINE     DAYS'     WONDER.         Third 

Edition.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
PEGGY     OF    THE    BARTONS.      Sixth 

Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
ANGEL.    Fourth  Edition.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
A  STATE  SECRET.     Third  Edition.     Cr. 

8vo.     3^.  6d. 
Dawson    (Francis    W.).      THE   SCAR. 

Second  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
Dawson    (A.    J).        DANIEL    WHYTE. 

Cr.  8vo.    -ifS.  6d. 
Doyle    (A.    Conan),    Author    of    'Sherlock 

Holmes,'       'The    White    Company,'    etc. 

ROUND    THE    RED    LAMP.      Ninth 

Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
Duncan  (Sara  Jeannette)  (Mrs.    Everard 

Cotes).      THOSE     DELIGHTFUL 

AMERICANS.  Illustrated.  Third  Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.     6s.     See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Findlater(J.  H.).  THE  GREEN  GRAVES 

OF     BALGOWRIE.        Fijth     Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Findlater   (Mary).     A   NARROW  WAY. 

Third  Edition.     Cr.  8z'0..     6s. 
THE    ROSE    OF  JOY.       Third  Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Fitzpatrick    (K.)      THE     WEANS     AT 

ROWALLAN.     Illustrated.     Second  Edi- 

tion.     Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
Fitzstephen     (Gerald).       MORE      KIN 

THAN  KIND.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
Fletcher     (J.     S.).     LUCIAN      THE 

DREAMER.     Cr.  8z>o.    6s. 
Fraser(Mrs.  Hugh),  Author  of  The  Stolen 

Emperor.'     THE  SLAKING    OF    THE 

SWORD.    Cr.  8z>o.    6s. 
THE  SHADOW   OF    THE  LORD.     Cr. 

8z>o.    6s. 
FuUer-Maitland  (Mrs.),  Author  of  *  The 

Day  Bookof  BethlaHardacre.'  BLANCHE 

ESMEAD.    Second  Edition.    Cr.  Bz'o.    6s. 
Gerard  (Dorothea),  Author  of  '  Lady  Baby, 

THE      CONQUEST      OF     LONDON. 

Second  Edition.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
HOLY    MATRIMONY.      Second   Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
MADE  OF  MONEY.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
THE  BRIDGE  OF  LIFE.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
THE     IMPROBABLE     IDYL.  Third 

Edition.    Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Gerard    (Emily).       THE      HERONS' 

TOWER.    Cr.Svo.    6s. 
Gissing  (George),  Author  of  '  Demos,'  '  In 

the  Year  of  Jubilee,'  etc.      THE  TOWN 

TRAVELLER.  Second  Ed.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
THE  CROWN  OF  LIFE.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Gleig  (Charles).      BUNTERS   CRUISE. 

Illustrated.     Cr.  Svo.    3J.  6d. 
Harraden  (Beatrice).      IN  VARYING 

MOODS.  Fourteenth  Edition.  Cr.Svo,  6s. 
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THE  SCHOLAR'S  DAUGHTER.     Fourth 

Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
HILDA  STRAFFORD.     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
Harrod  (F.)  (Frances  Forbes  Robertson). 
THE  TAMING  OF   THE    BRUTE.     Cr. 

Svo.    6s. 
Herbcrtson    (Agnes    Q.).       PATIENCE 

DEAN.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Hichens  (Robert).     THE  PROPHET  OF 

BERKELE  ^  SQUARE.    Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
TONGUES    OF    CONSCIENCE.    Second 

Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
FELIX.     Fifth  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
THE  WOMAN  WITH  THE  FAN.    Sixth 

Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
BYEWAYS.     Cr.  Svo.     -^s.  6d. 
THE  GARDEN  OF  ALLAH.      Thirteenth 

Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
THE  BLACK  SPANIEL.     Cr.  Svo.   6s. 
Hobbes  (John  Oliver),  Author  of  '  Robert 

Orange.'       THE    SERIOUS    WOOING. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Hope  (Anthony).      THE  GOD   IN  THE 

CAR.     Tenth  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
A    CHANGE    OF    AIR.      Sixth    Edition. 

A  MAN  "of  'mark.  Fifth  Edition.  Cr. 
Svo,     6s. 

THE  CHRONICLES  OF  COUNT  AN- 
TONIO.   Sixth  Edition.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 

PHROSO.  Illustrated  by  H.  R.  Millar. 
Sixth  Edition.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 

SIMON  DALE.  Illustrated.  Seventh  Edition. 

THE  KING'S  MIRROR.    Fourth  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
QUISANTE.    Fourth  Edition.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
THE  DOLLY  DIALOGUES.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
A  SERVANT   OF   THE    PUBLIC.     Illus- 
trated.    Fourth  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Hope  (Graham),   Author  of  '  A  Cardinal  and 

his  Conscience,'  etc.,  etc.     THE    LADY 

OF  LYTE.     Second  Ed.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Hough  (Emerson).    THE   MISSISSIPPI 

BUBBLE.     Illustrated.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Housman  (Clemence).      THE  LIFE  OF 

SIR  AGLO VALE  DEGALIS.  Cr.  Svo.  6s. 
Hyne  (C.  J.  Cutcliffe),  Author  of  'Captain 

Kettle.'     MR.   HORROCKS,  PURSER. 

Third  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Jacobs  (W.  W.).        MANY    CARGOES. 

Twenty- Eighth  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.    3 J.  6d. 
SEA  URCHINS.     Twelfth  Edition..     Cr. 

Svo.     3^.  6d. 
A    MASTER    OF    CRAFT.       Illustrated. 

Seventh  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     3J.  6d. 
LIGHT    FREIGHTS.      Illustrated.      Fifth 

Edition.    Cr.  Svo.    35.  6d. 
James  (Heary).  THE  SOFT  SIDE.  Second 

Edition.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
THE  BETTER  SORT.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
THE    AMBASSADORS.     Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Zvo.    6s, 


THE  GOLDEN   BOWL.      Third  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Janson  (Qustaf).     ABRAHAM'S  SACRI- 
FICE.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Keays   (H.    A.    Mitchell).       HE    THAT 

EATETH    BREAD    WITH    ME.      Cr. 

Svo.    6s. 
Langbridge      (V.)      and      Bourne       (C. 

Harold.).       THE    VALLEY     OF     IN- 

HERITANCE.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Lawless  (Hon.  Emily).    WITH    ESSEX 

IN  IRELAND.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Lawson    (Harry),    Author   of    'When   the 

Billy    Boils.'      CHILDREN     OF     THE 

BUSH.     Cr.Svo.     6s. 
Le  Queux(VS^.).    THE  HUNCHBACK  OF 

WESTMINSTER.     Third  Edition.     Cr. 

the'  CLOSED    BOOK.      Third   Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  SHADOW. 

Illustrated.      Third  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     (s. 
BEHIND  THE  THRONE.    Third  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s, 
Levett- Yeats   (S.).      ORRAIN.      Second 

Edition.    Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Long  (J.    Luther),     Co- Author    of    'The 

Darling    of    the     Gods.'       MADAME 

BUTTERFLY.     Cr.Svo.     3s.  6d. 
SIXTY  JANE.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Lowis  (Cecil).      THE  MACHINATIONS 

OF  THE  MYO-OK.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Lyall  (Edna).      DERRICK   VAUGHAN, 

NOVELIST.     42nd  Thousand.     Cr.  Svo. 

■3,s.  6d. 
M'Carthy  (Justin  H.),  Author  of '  If  I  were 

King.'      THE     LADY    OF     LOYALTY 

HOUSE.    Illustrated.    Third  Edition.   Cr. 

Svo.    6s. 
THE  DRYAD.   Second  Edition.   Cr.Svo.  6s. 
Macdonald  (Ronald).    THE  SEA  MAID. 

Second  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Macnaughtan  (S.).     THE  FORTUNE  OF 

CHRISTINA  MACNAB.    Third  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Malet  (Lucas).    COLONEL  ENDERBY'S 

WIFE.     Fourth  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
A  COUNSEL  OF  PERFECTION.      New 

Edition.    Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
THE  WAGES  OF  SIN.  Fourteenth  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
THE  CARISSIMA.     Fourth  Edition.    Cr. 

Svo.     6s. 
THE  GATELESS  BARRIER.  Fourth  Edi- 
tion.    Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
THE    HISTORY     OF    SIR     RICHARD 

CALM  AD  Y.  Seventh  Edition.  Cr.Svo.  6s. 
See  also  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls. 
Mann  (Mrs.  M.  E.).  OLIVIA'S  SUMMER. 

Second  Edition.    Cr,  Svo.    6s. 
A     LOST     ESTATE.       A    New    Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
THE  PARISH  OF  HILBY.   A  New  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
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THE  PARISH  NURSE.     Fourth  Edition. 

Cr.  ivo.    6s. 
GRAN'MA'S  JANE.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
MRS.  PETER  HOWARD.    Cr.  %vo.    6s. 
A   WINTER'S   TALE.      A   New  Edition. 

Cr.  %vo.     6s. 
ONE  ANOTHER'S  BURDENS.     A  New 

Edition.    Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
ROSE  AT  HONEYPOT.     TAird  Ed.     Cr. 

8vo.   6s.   See  also  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls. 
Marriott     (Charles),      Author     of     'The 

Column.'     GENEVRA.     Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.   6s. 
Marsh  (Richard).    THE  TWICKENHAM 

PEERAGE.  Second  Edition.    Cr.Svy.    6s. 
A  DUEL.     Cr.  Zvo.    6s. 
THE   MARQUIS   OF    PUTNEY.    Second 

Edition.    Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Mason  (A.    E.  W.).   Author  of  'The  P^our 

Feathers,'  etc.      CLEMENTINA.      Illus- 
trated.    Second  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
Mathers  (Helen),  Author  of  '  Coniin'  thro' 

the    Rye.'      HONEY.      Fourth   Edition. 

Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
GRIFF  OF  GRIFFITHSCOURT.     Cr.  Zvo. 

6s. 
THE  FERRYMAN.     Second  Edition.     Cr. 

8vo.     6s. 
Maxwell  (W.  B.),  Author  of  'The  Ragged 

Messenger.'      VIVIEN.     Eighth  Edition. 

THE    RAGGED    MESSENGER.      Third 

Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
FABULOUS  FANCIES.     Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
Meade  (L.  T.).    DRIFT.    Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
RESURGAM.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 
VICTORY.     Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

See  also  Books  for  Girls  and  Boys. 
Meredith    (Ellis).       HEART     OF     MY 

HEART.     Cr.  %vo.    6s. 
*m\ss    Molly'     (The  Author   oQ.       THE 

GREAT  RECONCILER.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
Mitford  (Bertram).    THE  SIGN  OF  THE 

SPIDER.      Illustrated.      Sixth    Edition. 

Cr.  2>vo.     IS.  6d. 
IN    THE    WHIRL    OF    THE    RISING. 

Third  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
THE  RED  DERELICT.     Second  Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
Montresor  (F.    F.),   Author  of  'Into  the 

Highways  and    Hedges.'     THE  ALIEN. 

Third  Edition,     Cr.  Zvo.     6s. 
Morrison  (Arthur).      TALES  OF  MEAN 

STREETS.    Sixth  Edition.     Cr.Zvo.     6s. 
A  CHILD  OF  THE  JAGO.  Fourth  Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
TO    LONDON    TOWN.      Second  Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
CUNNING  MURRELL.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 
THE  HOLE  IN  THE  WALL.    Fourth  Edi- 
tion.    Cr.  8v0.    6s. 
DIVERS  VANITIES.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 


Nesbit  (E.).    (Mrs.  E.  Bland).    THE  RED 

HOUSE.      Illustrated.      Fourth  Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Norris  (W.  E.).   THE  CREDIT  OF  THE 

COUNTY.      Illustrated.    Second  Edition. 

Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
THE   EMBARRASSING   ORPHAN.     Cr. 

Bvo.    6s. 
NIGEL'S  VOCATION.     Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
BARHAM  OF  BELTANA.   Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 
See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Ollivant    (Alfred).       OWD    BOB,    THE 

GREY   DOG   OF   KENMUIR.     Eighth 

Edition.      Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
Oppenheim  (E.  Phillips).     MASTER  OF 

MEN.     Third  Edition.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 
Oxenham     (John),     Author    of    'Barbe    of 

Grand  Bayou.'     A  WEAVER  OF  WEBS. 

Second  Edition,     Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
THE  GATE  OF  THE  DESERT.     Fourth 

Edition,    Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
Pain    (Barry).      THREE     FANTASIES. 

Cr.  Bvo.     \s. 
LINDLEY   KAYS.      Third  Edition.      Cr. 

Bvo.    6s. 
Parker  (Gilbert).      PIERRE   AND   HIS 

PEOPLE.    Sixth  Edition. 
MRS.  FALCHION.  Fifth  Edition.    Cr.Bvo. 

6s. 
THE   TRANSLATION    OF    A  SAVAGE. 

Second  Edition.     Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
THE    TRAIL   OF  THE    SWORD.     Illus- 

trated.     Ninth  Edition.     Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
WHEN  VALMOND  CAME  TO  PONTI  AC  : 

The    Story  of  a  Lost    Napoleon.       Fifth 

Edition.    Cr,  Bvo,    6s. 
AN  ADVENTURER  OF  THE  NORTH : 

The    Last  Adventures   of  'Pretty  Pierre.' 

Third  Edition.     Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
THE  SEATS  OF  THE  MIGHTY.      Illus- 

trated.    Fourteenth  Edition.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 
THE    BATTLE   OF    THE    STRONG:    a 

Romance  of  Two  Kingdoms.     Illustrated. 

Fifth  Edition,     Cr,  Bvo,     6s. 
THE    POMP    OF    THE    LAVILETTES. 

Second  Editiofi,     Cr.  Bvo.     y.  6d. 
Pemberton   (Max).      THE   FOOTSTEPS 

OF    A    THRONE.      Illustrated.      Third 

Edition.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 
I   CROWN  THEE  KING.     With   Illustra- 

tions   by  Frank  Dadd    and   A.    Forrestier. 

Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
Phillpotts  (Eden).    LYING  PROPHETS. 

Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 
CHILDREN  OF  THE  MIST.     Fifth  Edi- 
tion.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s.  , 
THE  HUMAN  BOY.    With  a  Frontispiece. 

Fourth  Edition.    Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
SONS     OF     THE     MORNING.      Second 

Edition.    Cr.  Bvo.    6s. 
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THE  RIVER.     Third  Edition.    Cr.  Zvo.   ts. 
THE    AMERICAN    PRISONER.       Third 

Edition.    Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
THE  SECRET  WOMAN.   Fourth  Edition. 

KNOCK  AT  A  VENTURE.    With  a  Frontis- 
piece.     Third  Edition.     Cr.  Zi'o.      ts. 
THE  PORTREEVE.    Fourth  Edition.    Cr. 

Svo.     6s. 
See  also  Strand  Novels. 
PIckthall     (Marmaduke).       SAID    THE 

FISHERMAN.      Fifth  Edition.     Cr.  Svo. 

6s. 
BRENDLE.    Second  Edition.     Cr.  Bvo.     6s. 
•Q,'  Author  of  'Dead  Man's  Rock.'    THE 

WHITE   WOLF.     Second  Edition.     Cr. 

Svo.     6s. 
THE  MAYOR  OF  TROY.    Fourth  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Rhys    (Grace).        THE    WOOING     OF 

SHEILA.     Second  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
THE  PRINCE  OF  LISNOVER.     Cr.  Zvo. 

6s. 
Rhys  (Grace)  and    Another.     THE  DI- 
VERTED   VILLAGE.       Illustrated     by 

Dorothy  Gwyn  Jeffreys.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Ridge  (W.  Pett^.      LOST   PROPERTY. 

Second  Edition.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
ERB.    Second  Edition.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
A  SON  OF  THE  STATE.     Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.     3^.  6d. 
A  BREAKER  OF  LAWS.     A  New  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.     3 J.  6d. 
MRS.    GALER'S   BUSINESS.     Illustrated. 

Second  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
SECRETARY  TO  BAYNE,  M.P.     Cr.  Svo. 

3^.  6d. 
Ritchie  (Mrs.  David  G.).    THE  TRUTH- 
FUL LIAR.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Roberts  (C.  Q.  D.).    THE   HEART  OF 

THE      ANCIENT    WOOD.       Cr.     Svo. 

2S.  6d. 
Russell     (W.     Clark).       MY     DANISH 

SWEETHEART.     Illustrated.    Fifth 

Edition.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
HIS    ISLAND    PRINCESS.       Illustrated. 

Second  Edition.    Cr.  6vo.     6s. 
ABANDONED.    Cr.  Svo.    6s. 

See  also  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls. 
Sergeant  (Adeline).     ANTHEA'S  WAY. 

Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
THE    PROGRESS  OF  RACHAEL.      Cr. 

Svo.    6s. 
THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  MOAT.   Second 

Edition.    Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
MRS.  LYGON'S  HUSBAND.    Cr.  Svo.    6s.. 
THE  COMING  OF  THE  RANDOLPHS. 

Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Shannon.  (W.F.)     THE    MESS   DECK 

Cr.  Svo.    3^.  6d. 

See  also  Strand  Novels. 


Sonnischsen  (Albert).  DEEP-SEA  VAC  A. 

BONDS.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Thompson    (Vance).       SPINNERS     OF 

LIFE.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
Urquhart  (M.),     A  TRAGEDY  IN  COM- 

MON PLACE.     Second  Ed.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
W^aineman    (Paul).      BY    A    FINNISH 

LAKE.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
THE    SONG    OF    THE   FOREST.      Cr. 

Svo.    6s.     See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Waltz  (E.C.).     THE  ANCIENT  LAND- 
MARK :  A  Kentucky  Romance.     Cr.  Svo. 

6s. 
Watson  (H.   B.   Marriott).     ALARUMS 

AND  EXCURSIONS.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
CAPTAIN    FORTUNE.       Third  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
TWISTED    EGLANTINE.      With  8  Illus- 

trations  by  Frank  Craig.    Third  Edition. 

THE  HIGH  TOBY.     With  a  Frontispiece. 

Third  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
See  also  Strand  Novels. 
Wells  (H.   G.).    THE  SEA    LADY.    Cr. 

Svo.    6s. 
Weyman  (Stanley),  Author  of 'A  Gentleman 

of  France.'    UNDER  THE  RED  ROBE. 

With  Illustrations  by  R.  C.  Woodville. 

Tvientieth  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
White  (Stewart  E.),  Author  of  '  The  Blazed 

Trail."      CONJUROR'S      HOUSE.       A 

Romance  of  the  Free  Trail.  Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.     6s, 
White  (Percy).    THE   SYSTEM.     Third 

Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
THE  PATIENT  MAN.      Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Williamson  (Mrs.  C.  N.),  Author  of  '  The 

Barnstormers.'  THE     ADVENTURE 

OF  PRINCESS  SYLVIA.      Second  Edi- 
tion.    Cr.  Svo.     3*.  6d. 
THE  WOMAN  WHO  DARED.  Cr.  Svo.  6s. 
THE  SEA  COULD  TELL.   Second  Edition. 

Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
THE    CASTLE    OF    THE     SHADOWS. 

Third  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
PAPA.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
LADY  BETTY   ACROSS  THE  WATER. 

Third  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
Williamson  (C.  N.   and  A.   M.).      THE 

LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR:  Being  the 

Romance    of   a    Motor   Car.       Illustrated. 

Fourteenth  Edition.     Cr,  Svo.    6s. 
THE    PRINCESS    PASSES.      Illustrated. 

Seventh  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.    6s. 
MY  FRIEND  THE  CHAUFFEUR.     With 

i6   Illustrations.       Seventh  Edition.      Cr. 

Svo.     6s. 
Wyllarde   (Dolf),    Author   of    'Uriah   the 

Hittite.'      THE    PATHWAY   OF    THE 

PIONEER.  Fourth  Edition.  Cr.Zvo.  6f. 
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Methuen's  Shilling  Novels 

Cr,  Svo.      Cloth,   \s.  net. 

Encouraged  by  the  great  and  steady  sale  of  their  Sixpenny  Novels,  Messrs.  Methuen  have 
determined  to  issue  a  new  series  of  fiction  at  a  low  price  under  the  title  of 'The  Shilling 
Novels.'  These  books  are  well  printed  and  well  bound  in  cloth,  and  the  excellence  of  their 
quality  may  be  gauged  from  the  names  of  those  authors  who  contribute  the  early  volumes  of 
the  series. 

Messrs.  Methuen  would  point  out  that  the  books  are  as  good  and  as  long  as  a  six  shilling 
novel,  that  they  are  bound  in  cloth  and  not  in  paper,  and  that  their  price  is  One  Shilling  net. 
They  feel  sure  that  the  public  will  appreciate  such  good  and  cheap  literature,  and  the  books  can 
be  seen  at  all  good  booksellers. 
The  first  volumes  are — 


Balfour    (Andrew).      VENGEANCE    IS 

MINE. 
TO  ARMS. 
Barlng-aouId(S.).    MRS.  CURGENVEN 

OF  CURGENVEN. 
DOMITIA. 
THE  FROBISHERS. 
Barlow    (Jane),     Author  of  '  Irish   Idylls, 

FROM      THE     EAST     UNTO     THE 

WEST. 
A  CREEL  OF  IRISH  STORIES. 
THE  FOUNDING  OF  FORTUNES. 
Barr  (Robert).    THE  VICTORS. 
Bartram  (George).    THIRTEEN  EVEN- 

INGS. 
Benson  (E.  F.),  Author  of  'Dodo.'    THE 

CAPSINA. 
Bowles  (G.  Stewart).    A  STRETCH  OFF 

THE  LAND. 
Brooke  (Emma).    THE  POETS  CHILD. 
Bullock  (Shan  F.).     THE  BARRYS. 
THE  CHARMER. 
THE  SQUIREEN. 
THE  RED  LEAGUERS. 
Burton  (J.  Bloundelle).     ACROSS  THE 

SALT  SEAS. 
THE  CLASH  OF  ARMS. 
DENOUNCED. 
FORTUNE'S  MY  FOE. 
Capes    (Bernard).      AT    A    WINTER'S 

FIRE. 
Chesney  (Weatherby).     THE  BAPTIST 

RING. 
THE  BRANDED  PRINCE. 
THE  FOUNDERED  GALLEON. 
JOHN  TOPP. 
Clifford  (Mrs.   W.    K.).      A    FLASH    OF 

SUMxMER. 
Collingwood   (Harry).      THE    DOCTOR 

OF  THE  '  JULIET.' 
Cornford  (L.  Cope).     SONS  OF  ADVER- 

SITY. 
Crane   (Stephen).      WOUNDS  IN  THE 

RAIN. 
Denny  (C.    E.).     THE    ROMANCE   OF 

UPFOLD  MANOR. 
Dickson  (Harris).   THE  BLACK  WOLF'S 

BREED. 
Dickinson     (Evelyn),       THE    SIN    OF 

ANGELS. 


Duncan  (Sara  J.).    *THE  POOL  IN  THE 

DESERT. 
A  VOYAGE  OF  CONSOLATION. 
Embree  (C.  F.).     A  HEART  OF  FLAME. 
Fenn   (G.    Manville).     AN    ELECTRIC 

SPARK. 
Findlater  (Jane  H.).    A  DAUGHTER  OF 

STRIFE. 
Findlater  (Mary).     OVER  THE  HILLS. 
Forrest    (R.    E.).      THE    SWORD    OF 

AZRAEL. 
Francis  (M.  E.).    MISS  ERIN. 
Gallon  (Tom).    RICKERBY'S  FOLLY. 
Gerard     (Dorothea).      THINGS    THAT 

HAVE  HAPPENED. 
Gilchrist(R.  Murray).  WILLOWBRAKE. 
Glanville   (Ernest).      THE  DESPATCH 

RIDER. 
THE  LOST  REGIMENT. 
THE  KLOOF  BRIDE. 
THE  INCA'S  TREASURE. 
Gordon  (J ulien).    MRS.  CLYDE. 
WORLD'S  PEOPLE. 
Goss  (C.  F.).     THE  REDEMPTION  OF 

DAVID  CORSON. 
Gray  (E.   M 'Queen).       MY  STEWARD- 
SHIP. 
Hales  (A.  G.).    JAIR  THE  APOSTATE. 
Hamilton(Lord  Ernest).  MARYHAMIL- 

TON. 
Harrison  (Mrs.  Burton).    A  PRINCESS 

OF  THE  HILLS.     Illustrated. 
Hooper  (1.).    THE  SINGER  OF  MARLY. 
Hough  (Emerson).     THE  MISSISSIPPI 

BUBBLE. 
•Iota'  (Mrs.  Caffyn).      ANNE  MAULE- 

VERER. 
Jepson  (Edgar).       KEEPERS  OF  THE 

PEOPLE. 
Kelly  (Florence  Finch).    WITH  HOOPS 

OF  STEEL. 
Lawless  (Hon.  Emily).     MAELCHO. 
Linden  (Annie).    A  WOMAN  OF  SENTI. 

MENT. 
Lorimer  (Norma).    JOSIAH'S  WIFE. 
Lush  (Charles  K.).    THE  AUTOCRATS. 
Macdonell    (Anne).      THE    STORY   OF 

TERESA. 
Macgrath    (Harold).       THE     PUPPET 

CROWN. 
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Mackle  (Pauline  Bradford).  THK  VOICE 

IN  THE  DESERT. 
Marsh   (Richard).      THE    SEEN    AND 

THE  UNSEEN. 
GARNERED. 
A  METAMORPHOSIS. 
MARVELS  AND  MYSTERIES. 
BOTH  SIDES  OF  THE  VEIL. 
Mayall  (J.  W.).    THE  CYNIC  AND  THE 

SYREN. 
Monlchouse  (Allan).    LOVE  IN  A  LIFE. 
Moore  (Arthur).    THE  KNIGHT  PUNC- 

TILIOUS. 
Nesbit  (Mrs.  Biand).    THE  LITERARY 

SENSE. 
Norris  (W.  E.).    AN  OCTAVE. 
OliphantCMrs.).    THE  LADY'S  WALK. 
SIR  ROBERT'S  FORTUNE. 
THE  TWO  MARY'S. 
Penny  (Mrs.  Franlc).     A  MIXED  MAR- 

AGE. 
Phillpotts    (Eden).       THE    STRIKING 

HOURS. 
FANCY  FREE. 
Pryce    (Richard).      TIME    AND    THE 

WOMAN. 
Randall  (J.).  AUNT  BETHIA'S  BUTTON. 
Raymond  (Walter).      FORTUNE'S  DAR- 

LING. 
Rayner  (Olive  Pratt).    ROSALBA. 
Rhys  (Grace).    THE  DIVERTED  VILL- 

AGE. 


Rickert  (Edith).  OUT  OF  THE  CYPRESS 

SWAMP. 
Roberton(M.  H.).  A  GALLANT  QUAKER. 
*  Saunders  (Marshall).      ROSE  A  CHAR- 

LITTE 
Sergeant   (Adeline).      ACCUSED    AND 

ACCUSER. 
BARBARA'S  MONEY. 
THE  ENTHUSIAST. 
A  GREAT  LADY. 
THE  LOVE  THAT  OVERCAME. 
THE  MASTER  OF  BEECHWOOD. 
UNDER  SUSPICION. 
THE  YELLOW  DIAMOND. 
Shannon  (W.  F.).    JIM  TWELVES. 
Strain  (E.  H.).  ELMSLIE'S  DRAG  NET. 
Stringer  (Arthur).  THE  SILVER  POPPY. 
Stuart  (Esmfe).    CHRISTALLA. 
Sutherland  (Duchess  of).     ONE  HOUR 

AND  THE  NEXT. 
Swan  (Annie).    LOVE  GROWN  COLD. 
Swift  (Benjamin).     SORDON. 
Tanqueray  (Mrs.  B.  M.).     THE  ROYAL 

QUAKER. 
Trafford=Taunton  (Mrs.E.W.).  SILENT 

DOxMINION. 
Upward  (Allen).    ATHELSTANE  FORD. 
Waineman  (Paul).    A  HEROINE  FROM 

FINLAND. 
Watson  (H.  B.  Marriott).    THE  SKIRTS 

OF  HAPPY  CHANCE. 
•  Zack.'  TALES  OF  DUNSTABLE  WEIR. 


Books  for  Boys  and  Girls 

Illustrated,     Crown  %vo.     3^-.  ^d. 


The  Getting  Well  of  Dorothy.  By  Mrs. 
W.  K.  Cliflford.     Second  Edition. 

The  Icelander's  Sword.  By  S.  Baring- 
Gould. 

Only  a  Guard-Room  Dog.  By  Edith  E. 
Cuthell. 

The  Doctor  of  the  Juliet.  By  Harry 
Collingwood. 

Little  Peter.  By  Lucas  Malet.  Second 
Edition. 

Master  Rockafellar's  Voyage.  By  W. 
Clark  Russell. 


The  Secret  of  Madamr  de  Monluc.     By 

the  Author  of  "  Mdlle.  Mori." 
Syd  Belton  :  Or,  the  Boy  who  would  not  go 

to  Sea.     By  G.  Manville  Fenn. 
The  Red  Grange.     By  Mrs.  Molesworth. 
A  Girl  of  the  People.     By  L.  T.  Meade. 

Second  Edition. 
Hepsy  Gipsy.     By  L.  T.  Meade,     -zs.  ed. 
The  Honourable  Miss.     By  L.  T.  Meade. 

Second  Edition. 
There  was  once  a  Prince.     By  Mrs.  M.  E. 

Mann. 
When  Arnold  comes  Home.    By  Mrs.  M.  E. 

Mann. 


The  Novels  of  Alexandre  Dumas 

Price  6d.    Double  Voltunes,  is. 


The  Three  Musketeers.  With  a  long 
Introduction  by  Andrew  Lang.  Double 
volume. 

The  Prince  of  Thieves.    Second  Edition, 

Robin  Hood.     A  Sequel  to  the  above. 

The  Corsican  Brothers. 

Gkorgbs. 


Crop-Eared  J acquot  ;  Jane  ;  Etc. 

Twenty  Years  After.     Double  volume. 

Amaurv. 

The  Castlk  of  Eppstein. 

The  Snowball,  and  Sultanetta. 

Cecile;  or,  The  Wedding  Gown. 

Act6. 


Fiction 
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The  Black  Tump. 

The  Vicomte  de  Bragelonnf. 

Part  I.   Louise  de  la  Valliere.     Double 

Volume. 
Part  II.    The   Man  in   the   Iron    Mask. 
Double  Volume. 
The  Convict's  Son. 
The  Wolf-Leader. 
Nanon;  or,  The  Women'     War.     Double 

volume. 
Pauline  ;  Murat  ;  and  Pascal  Bruno. 
The  Adventures  of  Captain  Pamphile. 
Fernande. 
Gabriel  Lambert. 
Catherine  Blum. 
The   Chevalier    D'Harmental.       Double 

volume. 
Svlvandire. 
The  Fencing  Master. 
The  Reminiscences  of  Antony. 
Conscience. 
Pere  La  RuiNE. 
*Henri  of  Navarre.      The  second  part  of 

Queen  Margot. 
The  Great   Massacre.    The  first  part  of 

Queen  Margot. 
The  Wu.u  Duck  Shooter. 

Illustrated  Edition. 
Demy  Zvo.     Cloth. 
The    Three    Musketeers.      Illustrated   in 
Colour  by  Frank  Adams.    2^.  bd. 


The   Prince   of   Thievbs.      lUnstrated  in 

Colour  by  Frank  Adams.     2^. 
Robin   Hood  the  Outlaw.     Illustrated  in 

Colour  by  Frank  Adams,     zs. 
The    Corsican    Brothers.       Illustrated   in 

Colour  by  A.  M.  M'Lellan.     \s.  6<i. 
The  Wolf-Leader.       Illustrated  in  Colour 

by  Frank  Adams,     is.  6d. 
Georges.  Illustrated  in  Colour  by  Munro  Orr. 

2S. 

Twenty  Years  After.  Illustrated  in  Colour 
by  Frank  Adams.     3^-. 

Amaury.  Illustrated  in  Colour  by  Gordon 
Browne.     2s. 

The  Snowball,  and  Sultanetta.  Illus- 
trated in  Colour  by  Frank  Adams,     zs. 

The  Vicomte  de  Bragelonne.  Illustrated  in 
Colour  by  Frank  Adams. 
Part  I.  Louise  de  la  Vallifere.    3^. 
Part  IL  The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.     3^. 

Crop-Eared  Jacquot  ;  Jane  ;  Etc.  Illus- 
trated in  Colour  by  Gordon  Browne.    2^. 

The  Castle  of  Eppstein.  Illustrated  in 
Colour  by  Stewart  Orr.     is.  6d. 

Act6.  Illustrated  in  Colour  by  Gordon 
Browne,     is.  6d. 

Cecile  ;  or,  The  Wedding  Gown.  Illus- 
trated in  Colour  by  D.  Murray  Smith. 
IS.  6d. 

The  Adventures  of  Captain  Pamphilk. 
Illustrated  in  Colour  by  Fr.ink  Adams. 
i^.  6d. 


Methuen's  Sixpenny  Books 


Austen  <Jane).  PRIDE  AND  PRE- 
JUDICE. 

Bajot  (Richard).   A  ROMAN  MYSTERY. 

Balfour  (Andrew).  BY  STROKE  OF 
SWORD. 

Barlng-Qould  (S.).    FURZE  BLOOM. 

CHEAP  JACK  ZITA. 

KITTY  ALONE. 

URITH. 

THE  BROOM  SQUIRE. 

IN  THE  ROAR  OF  THE  SEA. 

NOfiMI. 

A  BOOK  OF  FAIRY  TALES.    Illustrated. 

LITTLE  TU'PENNY. 

THE  FROBISHERS. 

Barr  (Robert).  JENNIE  BAXTER, 
JOURNALIST. 

IN  THE  MIDST  OF  ALARMS. 

THE  COUNTESS  TEKLA. 

THE  MUTABLE  MANY. 

Benson  (E.  F.).     DODO. 

Bronte  (Charlotte).    SHIRLEY. 

Brownell  (C.  L.).  THE  HEART  OF 
JAPAN. 


Burton  (J.  Bloundelle).     ACROSS  THE 

SALT  SEAS. 
Caffyn  (Mrs)., '('Iota').    ANNE  MAULE- 

VERER. 
*Capes  (Bernard).    THE    LAKE    OF 

WINE. 
Clifford  (Mrs.  W.   K.).    A    FLASH   OF 

SUMMER. 
MRS.  KEITH'S  CRIME. 
Connell  (F.   Norreys).      THE    NIGGER 

KNIGHTS. 
Corbett    (Julian).        A    BUSINESS    IN 

GREAT  WATERS. 
Croker  (Mrs.  B.  M.).     PEGGY  OF  THE 

BARTONS. 
A  STATE  SECRET. 
ANGEL. 
JOHANNA. 
Dante  (AHghieri).      THE   VISION   OF 

DANTE  (GARY). 
Doyle  (A.  Conan).    ROUND  THE  RED 

LAMP. 
Duncan  (Sara  Jeannette).      A  VOYAGE 

OF  CONSOLATION. 
THOSE  DELIGHTFUL  AMERICANS. 
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Eliot  (George).      THE  MILL  ON  THE 

FLOSS. 
Pindlater    (Jane    H.).      THE    GREEN 

GRAVES  OF  BALGOWRIE. 
Qallon  (Tom).    RICKERBY'S  FOLLY. 
OaskelKMrs.).    CRANFORD. 
MARY  BARTON. 
NORTH  AND  SOUTH. 
Gerard    (Dorothea).       HOLY     MATRI- 
MONY. 
THE  CONQUEST  OF  LONDON. 
MADE  OF  MONEY. 
Gissing  (George).  THE  TOWN  TRAVEL. 

T  FR 
the' CROWN  OF  LIFE. 
Glanville    (Ernest).       THE     INCA'S 

TREASURE. 
THE  KLOOF  BRIDE. 
Gleig  (Charles).     HUNTER'S  CRUISE. 
Grimm     (The     Brothers).        GRIMM'S 

FAIRY  TALES.     Illustrated. 
Hope  (Anthony).    A  MAN  OF  MARK. 
A  CHANGE  OF  AIR. 
THE  CHRONICLES    OF  COUNT 

ANTONIO. 
PHROSO. 

THE  DOLLY  DIALOGUES. 
Hornung  (E.  W.).      DEAD  MEN  TELL 

NO  TALES. 
Ingraham  (J.  H.).      THE  THRONE  OF 

DAVID. 
Le  Queux  (W.).    THE  HUNCHBACK  OF 

WESTMINSTER. 
Levett-Yeats  (S.  K.).    THE  TRAITOR'S 

WAY. 
Linton  (E.  Lynn).      THE   TRUE    HIS- 
TORY OF  JOSHUA  DAVIDSON. 
Lyall  (Edna).     DERRICK  VAUGHAN. 
Malet  (Lucas).     THE  CARISSIMA. 
A  COUNSEL  OF  PERFECTION. 
Mann   (Mrs.   M.    E.).      MRS.     PETER 

HOWARD. 
A  LOST  ESTATE. 
THE  CEDAR  STAR. 
Marchmont  (A.   V^.).      MISER    HOAD- 

LEY'S  SECRET. 
A  MOMENT'S  ERROR. 
Marryat  (Captain).    PETER  SIMPLE. 
JACOB  FAITHFUL. 
Marsh  (Richard).    THE  TWICKENHAM 

PEERAGE. 
THE  GODDESS. 
THE  JOSS. 

Mason  (A.  E.  W.).    CLEMENTINA. 
Mathers  (Helen).     HONEY. 
GRIFF  OF  GRIFFITHSCOURT. 


SAM'S  SWEETHEART, 

Meade  (Mrs.  L.  T.).     DRIFT. 

Mitford  (Bertram).    THE  SIGN  OF  THE 

SPIDER. 
Montresor  (F.  F.).     THE  ALIEN. 
Moore  (Arthur).  THE  GAY  DECEIVERS. 
Morrison    (Arthur).     THE    HOLE    IN 

THE  WALL. 
Ne8bit(E.).     THE  RED  HOUSE. 
Norris(W.  E.).     HIS  GRACE. 
GILES  INGILBY. 

THE  CREDIT  OF  THE  COUNTY.     / 
LORD  LEONARD.  4 

MATTHEW  AUSTIN. 
CLARISSA  FURIOSA. 
Oliphant  (Mrs.).    THE  LADY'S  WALK. 
SIR  ROBERT'S  FORTUNE. 
THE  PRODIGALS. 
Oppenheim  (E.  Phillips).     MASTER  OF 

MEN. 
Parker  (Gilbert).    THE  POMP  OF  THE 

LAVILETTES. 
WHEN  VALMOND  CAME  TO  PONTI  AC. 
THE  TRAIL  OF  THE  SWORD. 
Pemberton  (Max).     THE    FOOTSTEPS 

OF  A  THRONE. 
I  CROWN  THEE  KING. 
Phillpotts  (Eden).    THE  HUMAN  BOY. 
CHILDREN  OF  THE  MIST. 
Ridge  (W.  Pett).  A  SON  OF  THE  STATE. 
LOST  PROPERTY. 
GEORGE  AND  THE  GENERAL. 
Russell  (W.  Clark).    A  MARRIAGE  AT 

SEA. 
ABANDONED. 

MY  DANISH  SWEETHEART. 
Sergeant  (Adeline).    THE  MASTER  OF 

BEECH  WOOD. 
BARBARA'S  MONEY. 
THE  YELLOW  DIAMOND, 
Surtees   (R.   S.).      HANDLEY   CROSS. 

Illustrated. 
MR.     SPONGE'S     SPORTING     TOUR. 

Illustrated. 
ASK  MAMMA.    Illustrated. 
Valentine  (Major  E.  S.).    VELDT  AND 

LAAGER. 
Walford  (Mrs.  L.  B.).    MR.  SMITH. 
THE  BABY'S  GRANDMOTHER. 
Wallace  (General  Lew).    BEN-HUR.      ^ 
THE  FAIR  GOD. 
Watson  (H.  B.  Marriot).    THE  ADVEN- 

TURERS. 
Weekes  (A.  B,).    PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 
Wells  (H.G.).  THE  STOLEN  BACILLUS. 
White    (Percy).      A     PASSIONATE 

PILGRIM. 
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